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M,DCC,XLU 


To  the  Right  Honourable 


Earl  of  Sandwich,  Vifcount 
Htnchinbroke,  and  Baron 
Montague  of  St.  Neots. 


HAT  a  Book  on  this 
Subject  is  humbly  offered 
to  your  Lordfhip’s  Pa- 
t.ioiiage7  will  not3  I  hope;  appear 


more 


more  ftrange  to  your  Lordfhip, 
than  it  would  have  done  to  the  , 
World,  if,  having  a  fair  Opportu- 

'  '  1  '  i 

nlty  of  approaching  fo  iliuflrious  a 
Perfon,  1  had  turned  ray  Eye  elfe- 
where. 


OUR  general  Hiilones  abound 
with  the  glorious  Actions  of  Y  our 
immortal  Anceftors  j  ano.  thofe  of  par¬ 
ticular  Reigns  enter  more  minutely 
into  their  Characters,  as  pofleffing 
the  higheft  Dignities  in  the  Church, 
preluding  in  our  Courts  of  Law, 
and  diftinguifhing  themfelves  in  our 
Councils,  and  Senates,  by  an  Elo- 
quence  to  which  there  was  nothing 


/ 


dedication : 

equal,  but  tlieir  Probity.  Your  Lor  cl - 
{hip’s  glorious  Anceflor,  the  heroic 
Earl  of  Sandwich,  who  chofe  to 
die  rather  than  run  the  Hazard  of 
ftaining  his  Country’s  Honour,  by 
being  made  a  Prifoner,  is  the  mod 
fhining  Character  in  this  Book  j  and 
yet  I  renounce  your  Lordfhip’s  Fa¬ 
vour,  if  in  any  1  hing  I  have  faicl, 
I  exceed  the  Truth, 


WITH  the  utmofl  Plealure, 
therefore,  I  embrace  this  Occaiion 
of  fheltring  my  fell,  and  my  Writ¬ 
ings  under  the  Prote£lion  of  a  Noble¬ 
man,  whofe  early  Virtues  have  given 

him  a  Title  to  the  Refpect  of  all 

Parties, 


DEDICATION. 

Parties,  and  from  whom,  the  pre- 

fent  Age  feem  jufily  to  expeft,  as 

much  as  any  of  his  Predeceflors 
have  performed. 

i 

I  am, 

With  the  deepeft  Submiftion, 

And  Refpecf, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordship’s 
Moft  humble  and 

Mo  ft  devoted  Servant, 


JOHN  CAMPBELL. 


HE  Nature  and  Defign  of  this  Work , 
have  been  already  fo  fully  accounted  for 
in  the  Preface  to  the  firft  Volume ,  that 
I  have  here  nothing  farther  to  fay  to 


the  Reader  upon  either  Head.  All  I  intend  here  is 
to  offer  a  Thought  or  two  as  to  the  principal  Sub¬ 
jects  of  the  enfuing  Volume.  Our  general  Hiftories 
are  moft  of  them  written  with  fitch  a  vifible  SpiV  of 
Party,  that  it  is  a  very  difficult  Thing  to  colic 
Truth  from  them ,  even  as  to  Falls ;  for  this  R 
I  have  very  carefully  examined  all  the  little  Pieces  of 
Hiftory  that  were  written  in  the  Times  of  which  I 
treat,  and  which,  as  they  relate  Things  immediately 
after  they  happened,  fieem  mojl  likely  to  be  free  from 
Prejudice  and  Mifiakes.  With  the  fame  View,  I  have 
confulted  Hiftorians  of  other  Countries,  particularly 
the  Dutch  and  French,  whom  I  have  conjlantly  fol¬ 
lowed,  where  I  believed  they  were  in  the  Right,  and 
from  whom,  when  I  have feen  Caffe  to  differ,  I  have 
generally  explained  myfelf  as  to  the  Reafon. 

IN  the  Memoirs,  I  have  given  of  iUuftrious  Sea¬ 
men,  my  principal  Endeavour  has  been  to  fit  their 
Characters  in  a  true  Light,  and  1  have  been  very 

fparin? 


t 


Jhe  PREFACE. 

.  t  *  _ 

J paring  with  RefpeCi  to  fuch  Circumjlances ,  as'  feem 
to  concern  a  Genealogift ,  more  than  an  Hiftorian ;  and 
-for  this  Reafon ,  7  £0  lower  in  the 

Family ,  /te  the  Per  fin  of  whom  I  treat.  Where  I 
have  had  but  little  to  fay ,  7  have  chofen  to  fay  that 
little ,  /»  hopes  of  inclining  fuch  as  are  better  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  Particulars  relating  to  that  Perfin,  to 
communitate  thofi  Account s,  fi  that  whenever  this 
Work  comes  to  another  Edition ,  they  may  be  made 

Ufe  of. 

THE  Digre/wns  I  have  made ,  as  to  the  Difi 
coveries,  Plantations ,  and  Increafe  of  Commerce, 
within  this  Period,  will,  I  conceive,  give  the  Reader 
as  much  Satisfaction  as  any  Part  of  the  Book.  The 
j\  l  Power  of  Britain,  is  o  win^  to  .i/S  C  mimcr  , 
i  j  Commerce  has  been  greatly  extended  in  Confe- 
cs..nce  of  our  Colonies ,  and  modi  of  thofi  Wars  which 
we  have  profecuted  by  Sea,  have  arifen  from  Difputes 
about  our  Trade,  fi  that  all  thefi  Subjects  have  a  na¬ 
tural  Connection,  I  thought  one  could  not  be  well  un¬ 
derfood  without  having  a  proper  RefpeCl  to  the  reft, 
which  led  me  to  treat  more  largely  on  thefi  Heads, 
than  in  the  preceeding  Part  of  the  Hiftory.  If  the 
whole  JhouU  any  Way  contribute  to  preferving  the 
Memories  of  thofi  iltuftrious  Perfins  whofe  Memoirs 
I  have  collected,  and  thereby  heighten  that  Spirit  of 
Supporting  our  juft  Pretenfions  as  a  Naval  Power, 

. which  feems  to  be  the  chief  Virtue  of  the  prefent  Age, 
it  will  fully  Anfiver  my  Purpoft,  and  greatly  ever 
lallance  any  Pains  1  have  taken  amt!  ^  jy£S 


LIVES 

* 

OF  THE 

AD  MI  RAIS,  Sec. 


Including  a  new  and  accurate  Naval 

HISTORY,  &c. 


CHAP.  I. 

The  Naval  Hiflory  of  GRE AT-BRITAIN 
under  the  Reign  of  King  James  I.  including  alfo 
an  Account  of  the  Progrefs  of  our  Trade,  and  the 
Growth  of  our  Plantations-,  together  with  Memoirs 
of  the  rnofl  eminent  Seamen  who  flour ifhed  in  that 
Space  of  Time. 

9 

HERE  were  many  Accidents  that  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  peaceable  Acceffion  of  the 
Ring  of  Scots  to  the  Englijb  Throne,not~ 
withftanding  what  had  happened  to  his 
Mother,  and  the  known  Averfion  of  the 
Nation  to  the  Dominion  of  Stranger*,  On  the  one  Hand, 

n.  b  th. 
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famous  Secretary  Cecil  and  all  his  Friends,  who  were  in 
the  principal  Polls  of  the  Government,  had  been  for  a 
long  Time  fecretly  in  King  James' s  Intereft,  though,  to 
avoid  the  Sufpicion  of  their  Miftrefs,  they  had  fometimes 
pretended  an  Inclination  to  the  Infanta's  Title which 
I  fufpedt  to  have  been  the  Caufe,  why  fome  Perfons  of 
great  Quality,  who  fided  with  the  Cecils  againft  EJfexy 
came  afterwards  to  fall  into  Intrigues  with  the  Court  of 
Spain.  On  the  other  Hand,  the  potent  Family  of  the 
Howards ,  with  all  fuch  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  as 
were  inclined  to  the  old  Religion,  had  an  unfeigned  Af- 
fedtion  for  the  King  of  Scots  b.  The  Bulk  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple  too  were  inclined  to  wifh  him  for  their  King,  out  of 
Refpedt  to  the  Memory  of  Ejfex ,  who  was  held  to  be 
his  Martyr,  as  well  as  out  of  Diflike  to  fome  of  Queen 
Elizabeth's  Miniftry ,  who  they  believed  would  be  in- 
ilantly  difcarded,  when  he  (hould  be  once  feated  on  the 
Throne.  Yet  there  wanted  not  many  powerful  Ene¬ 
mies  to  this  Succeflion  both  abroad  and  at  home.  The 
Spaniards  had  Views  for  themfelves c,  the  French  King 
had  an  Averfion  mixed  with  Contempt  for  King  James , 
and  the  Pope  had  many  Projedls  for  relloring  his  Power 
here,  by  bringing  in  fome  Prince  of  his  own  Religion  d. 
There  were,  befides,  fome  Englijh  Pretenders,  viz.  fuch 
as  claimed  under  the  Houfe  of  Suffolk  ^  and  had  been 
Competitors  to  Queen  Mary  e;  and  fome  again,  as  the 
Baffets,  who  affedted  to  derive  themfelves  from  the  Houfe 

of 


3  Sir  Henry  Wotton’s  Remains,  p.  21 1.  Naunton  s  Frag- 
menta  Regalia,  Gfborne’s  Works,  vol.  u.  p.  104..  h  Sjfwe, 
Speed,  Wilfon,  Baker,  Echard,  Rapin.  c  Do  man  s  Trea- 

life  of  the  SucceiTion.  d  Lettres  du  Cardinal  d  C/nat.  „ 
tife  of  the  SucceiTion,  p.  196. 
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of  Plantagenet f ;  lb  that  fome  Precaution  was  neeeffary 
to  prevent  any  Difturbance  on  the  Death  of  the  Queen, 
or  Oppolition  to  the  Deiign  the  Miniltry  had  formed,  of 
immediately  proclaiming  King  James ,  and  bringing  him 
with  all  convenient  Speed  to  London. 

In  the  Methods  made  Ufe  of  for  this  Purpofe,  the 
Wifdom  of  the  great  Men  by  whom  they  were  concer¬ 
ted  was  very  confpicuous.  For,  in  the  firft  Place,  Care 
was  taken  that  the  Lieutenants  in  the  Northern  Coun¬ 
ties,  and  all  who  had  any  Authority  in  thole  Parts,  were 
either  well  affected  to  King  James,  or  abfolute  Depen¬ 
dants  on  the  Adminiftration  s.  Then,  as  to  the  Fleet, 
which  was  of  mighty  Confequence  at  fuch  a  Juncture, 
Provifion  was  made  for  its  Security  without  the  leaffc 
Jealoufy  given  that  this  was  the  Council’s  Intention. 
For,  it  having  been  found  of  great  Benefit  to  the  Nation 
to  have  a  itrong  Squadron  of  Ships  on  the  Spani/h  Coaft: 
from  February  to  November,  there  could  be  no  Umbrage 
taken  at  the  increafing  of  thefe  in  the  Spring  of  the 
Year  1602,  becaufe  the  War  with  Spain  Hill  continued; 
and  though  the  Lords  had  little  Confidence  in  Sir  Ri¬ 
chard  Levefon,  who  for  fome  Years  had  been  intrufted 
with  this  Command,  yet  they  would  not  remove  him, 
but  contented  themfelves  with  appointing  Sir  William 
Monfon,  on  whom  they  could  depend,  his  Vice-Admi¬ 
ral,  giving  him,  however,  the  Command  of  a  better 
Ship  than  the  Admiral  himfelf  had.  They  likewife  in¬ 
timated  to  Sir  William,  when  he  went  to  his  Command, 
(the  Queen  being  then  fo  low  that  her  Recovery  was 


voi  ?coT’S,^°rthieS  °l  ?eV°,n'  P‘  1  *+•  Wood’s  Adi,  Oxen, 
vot.  I.  col.  36 6.  %  Speed,  Ecliard,  Rapin. 
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not  expefted)  that  in  cafe  of  any  Stir,  Lord  Thomas 
Howard  fhould  immediately  come  and  take  Charge  of 
the  Fleet,  by  entering  Sir  William  Monfon's  Ship,  and 
Sir  William  go  on  Board  Sir  Richard  Levefon’s ,  with  a 
Superfedeas  to  his  Commiffion  h.  But,  as  it  fell  out, 
there  was  no  Occalion  for  executing  this  Project:  the 
Queen  died,  King  James  came  in  peaceably,  was  pro¬ 
claimed  the  twenty-fourth  of  March  1602,  and  crown¬ 
ed  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  July  following ;  the  Fleet  in 
the  mean  Time  keeping  fometimes  on  the  Englijh ,  fome- 
times  on  the  French  Coaft,  and  thereby  preventing  any 
Trouble  from  abroad,  if  any  fuch  had  been  intended. 

King  James ,  at  his  Acceflion  to  the  Englijh  Crown, 
was  about  thirty-fix  Years  of  Age,  and,  if  he  had  been 
a  private  Perfon,  would  not  have  rendered  himfelf  very 
remarkable  either  by  his  Virtues  or  his  Vices.  Sober 
and  religious  he  certainly  was;  and  as  to  Learning,  he 
had  enough  of  it,  if  he  had  known  better  how  toufe  it. 
The  greateft  of  his  Failings  were  Timoroufnefs,  Difii- 
mulation,  and  a  high  Opinion  of  his  own  Wifdom, 
which,  however,  were  more  excufable  than  Modern 
Writers  are  willing  to  allow,  if  we  confider  the  Acci¬ 
dent  that  happened  to  his  Mother  before  his  Birth,  the 
ft  range  ^Treatment  he  met  with  in  Scotland  from  tne  fe— 
veral  Factions  prevailing  in  that  Kingdom  during  his 
junior  Years,  and  the  exceffive  Flatteries  beftowed  on 
him  after  he  came  hither,  by  all  Ranks  of  People.  The 
Nature  of  this  Work  does  not  lead  me  to  fpeak  of  any 
Part  of  his  Adminiftration,  except  that  which  relates 

to  Maritime  Affairs,  and  therefore  I  fhall  content  myfelf 

with 

\  »  _ 

--  — - - — — — i — mrMT**— 

fe  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval  Traits,  p.  510. 
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with  obferving,  thnt,  though  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to 
have  made  himfelf  much  acquainted  with  fuch  Matters 
while  he  continued  in  Scotland ,  yet  it  does  not  at  all 
appear,  that  he  was  negligent  of  Naval  Affairs,  after  he 
was  once  feated  on  the  Englijh  TThrone,  unlcfs  his  haily 
Conclufion  of  a  Peace  with  Spain  (which,  however,  was 
done  by  the  Advice  of  his  Council)  may  be  reckoned 
an  Error  in  this  Refpeft;  or  his  too  great  Fear  of  en¬ 
gaging  in  any  War  afterwards  fhould  be  fo  accounted. 

The  Acceffion  of  King  James  gave  a  fair  Oppor¬ 
tunity  to  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria ,  to  make  an  End  of  the 
* 

long  Quarrel  which  had  fubfifted  between  it  and  Eng¬ 
land-,  becaufe  during  all  that  Time  they  had  been  in 
Peace  and  Amity  with  King  James  as  King  of  Scots  K 
Immediately  after  his  Arrival  at  London ,  the  Arch-Duke 
fent  over  a  Minifter  to  the  Englijh  Court,  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  Negotiations,  a  Peace  was  foon  after  con¬ 
cluded  with  Spain  k.  Some  of  the  Writers  of  thofe 
Times  tell  us,  that  it  was  chiefly  brought  about  by 
the  large  Bribes  given  to  all  the  King’s  Minifters  and  Fa¬ 
vourites,  efpecially  to  the  Countefs  of  Suffolk ,  for  her 
Husband’s  Interefl,  and  to  the  Earl  of  Northumberland , 
for  his  own;  which  Gratuities  they  would  further  per- 
fuade  us,  enabled  them  to  build  the  two  famous  Struc¬ 
tures  of  Audley-End  in  Effex,  and  Northumberland- Houfe 
in  the  Strand  K  It  feems,  however,  more  reafonable  to 

B  3  conclude 


*  See  Camden’s  Annals  of  King  James’s  Reign.  Stowe, 
Wilfon,  Sanderfon,  Echard,  Rapin.  k  Stowe’s  Annals,  p. 
$44.  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval  Trails,  p.  229.  1  Os¬ 

born’s  traditional  Memoirs  of  the  Reign  of  King  James,  in 
his  Work,  vol.  ii.  p.  105.  Sir  A.  W»  Court  and  Character  of 
King  James,  Wilfon,  Rapin, 
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conclude,  that  this  Peace  was  the  Effcft  of  the  King’s 
Inclination,  fupported  by  the  Advice  of  his  moil  emi¬ 
nent  Statefmen,  feme  of  whom  were  known  to  have 
been  for  this  Meafure  in  the  Queen’s  Time  m.  There 
were  two  Treaties,  one  of  Peace  and  Alliance,  the  other 
of  Commerce,  both  ligned  at  London  the  eighteenth  of 
Augujl  1604°,  the  Conftable  of  Cajlile,  the  greateft 
Subjedt  m  Spain,  being  fent  over  for  that  Purpofe.  All 
the  1  rading  Part  of  the  Nation  were  very  well  pleafed 
with  this  Proceeding,  and  would  have  been  much  more 
fo,  if  the  King  had  not  taken  a  very  ftrange  Step  upon  its 
Conclufion.  He  eredted  a  Company  of  Merchants, 
who  were  t®  carry  on  the  Spanijb  Commerce  exclufive- 
ly,  which  gave  both  juft  and  general  Offence;  for  as  the 
whole  Nation  had  borne  the  Expence  of  the  War,  and 
Trade  in  general  had  fuffered  thereby,  it  was  but  rea- 
fonable  that  the  Benefits  of  Peace  fhould  have  been  as 
univerfal.  This  Evil,  however,  was  of  no  long  Con¬ 
tinuance;  the  Parliament  reprefen  ted  to  the  King  fo 
clearly  the  Mifchiefs  that  would  attend  fuch  a  Mono¬ 
poly,  that  his  Majefty  was  content  to  diffolve  the  new- 
erected  Company,  and  to  leave  the  Spanijh  Trade  en¬ 
tirely  open 

-  I  t  muft,  however,  be  acknowleged,  that  there 
was  a  very  ftrong  Party  againft  making  this  Peace,  and 
who  did  not  ceafe  to  publifh  their  Apprehenfions  con¬ 
cerning  it,  even  after  it  was  concluded p.  The  Point 

was 


m  See  the  Life  of  Lord  Burleigh  written  by  one  of  his  Do- 
meftics  in  Peck’s  Defiderata  Curiofa,  voi.  i.  n  Rymer’s  Fce- 
dera,  vol.  xvi.  p.  579 — 596.  Stowe’s  Annals,  p.  846.  0  Ra- 

pifi,  Lediard,  &c.  p  Camden’s  Annals,  of  King  James, 

Wilfon’s  Hiliorv,  Win  wood’s  Memorials,  vol,  ii.  p,  7, 
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was  certainly  of  great  Importance,  Qtherwife  it  would 
not  have  been  fo  warmly  canvafled  in  thofe  Days ;  and 
it  muff  alfo  have  been  pretty  difficult,  fince  the  Difpute 
has  reached  even  to  our  Time,  modern  Writers  differ¬ 
ing  as  much  about  the  Wifdom  of  King  James  in  this 
Article,  as  thofe  who  lived  in  his  Time.  To  difcufs 
the  Matter  here,  would  require  more  Room  than  we 
have  to  fpare;  to  pafs  it  entirely  over  would  be  wrong, 
confidering  the  near  Relation  it  has  to  the  Subjedl  of 
this  Work.  I  will,  therefore,  content  myfelf  with  Ha¬ 
ting  the  belt  Reafons  that  have  been  offered  againft  the 
Peace,  as  they  were  drawn  up  by  the  mafterly  Hand  of 
Sir  Walter  Ralegh ,  and  the  Anfwers  given  to  them;  both 
which  I  will  leave  to  the  Reader’s  Confideration,  with¬ 
out  any  Comment  of  my  own q.  Sir  Walter's  Reafons 
wrere  five,  turning  on  the  Inability  of  the  King  of  Spain 
to  continue  the  War,  and  the  mighty  Profits  he  was 
likely  to  reap  from  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace,  i. 
He  alledged.  That  his  Catholic  Majejly  had  fo  exhaufled 
his  Treafure ,  that  he  was  no  longer  able  to  maintain  the 
Arch-Duke' s  Army  in  Flanders.  To  this  it  was  an- 
fwered,  that  the  Fadt  was  very  doubtful,  efpecially  if 
the  King  of  Spain  was  in  a  Condition  to  beftow  thofe 
mighty*  Bribes  that  were  talked  of  at  the  Time  this 
Peace  was  made,  2.  The  Interruption  of  his  Trade ,  and 
the  Lojfes  of  his  Merchants  were  fo  great ,  as  to  break 
both  his  Banks  at  Seville.  It  is  granted,  that  the  Sub¬ 
jects  of  the  King  of  Spain  fuffered  exceffively  by  the 

B  4  Con- 


q  Thefe  are  to  be  found  in  Sir  Walter’s  Dialogue  between 
a  Recufant  and  a  Jefuit,  among  the  genuine  Remains  published 
et  the  End  of  an  Abridgment  of  his  Hiftory  of  the  World,  by 
Phihp  Ralegh,  Efq;  8vo,  1700. 
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Continuance  of  this  War,  but  it  does  not  follow  that; 
we  gained  in  Proportion ;  nor  is  it  clear  that,  if  his  Ca¬ 
tholic  Majefty  had  been  undone,  the  King  of  Great - 
Britain  or  his  Subjedts  would  have  been  Gainers.  3. 
He  was  afraid  that  the  Englifh  and  Netherlander  would 
plant  in  the  Weft-Indies.  If  this  Fear  drove  him  to 
grant  us  better  Terms,  it  was  our  Advantage;  if  not,  we 
could  have  obtained  little  by  fettling  in  thofe  Parts  of  Ame¬ 
rica  which  are  claimed  by  Spaing  and  it  was  never  pre¬ 
tended  that  we  made  this  War  to  extend  the  Trade  of 
the  Dutch .  4.  The  King  of  Spain  makes  this  Peace  to 

recruit  his  Coffers ,  and  enable  himfelf  to  break  into  War 
again.  To  judge  by  what  was  paft,  this  could  not 
well  be  the  Motive;  for  it  could  hardly  be  fuppofed 
that  Spain  would  foon  recover  as  great  Strength  as  (he 
had  at  the  Commencement  of  the  War,  when  yet  fhe 
was  unable  to  execute  her  own  Projects,  or  to  defend 
herfelf  againft  us.  5.  The  King  of  Spain  took  this  Step, 
that  the  Englifh  might  decline ,  and  forget  the  Paffages 
and  Pilotage  to  the  Weft-Indies,  and  their  Sea-Off cers  be 
worn  out ;  for,  except  a  little  Trade  for  Tobacco ,  there  is 
not  a  Ship  that  fails  that  Way,  and  feeing  the  Spaniards 
may  hang  up  the  Englilh,  or  put  them  to  Death  by  Tor¬ 
ments,  as  they  do,  and  that  the  Englifti  dare  not  offend 
the  Spaniards  in  thofe  Parts ,  a  inofl  notable  Advantage 
gotten  in  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace  !  it  is  certain  that 
the  Englifti  will  give  over  that  Navigation  to  the  infinite 
Advantage  of  the  Spanifh  King,  both  prefent  and  future . 
Experience  (hewed,  that,  though  this  was  a  plaufible, 
yet  it  was  not  a  true  Deduction ;  for  in  Confequence  of 
this  Peace,  many  Plantations  were  fettled,  and  our  Trade 
to  America  in  particular,  as  well  as  our  Commerce  in 

general 
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general,  flourifhed  beyond  the  Example  of  former  Times. 
Inftead  of  Objections,  which  are  eafily  fi ained  againft 
the  beft  Meafures  by  Men  of  quick  Parts,  and  much  po¬ 
litical  Know  lege,  it  would  have  been  more  to  the  Pur- 
pofe  to  have  fhewn  what  Advantages  we  were  to  reap 
from  the  Continuance  of  the  War,  and  how  it  might 
have  been  better  ended  than  by  fuch  a  Peace. 

But  if  this  Treaty  gave  feme  Diffatisfadlion  at  home, 
it  raifed  no  lefs  Difcontent  abroad.  The  Hollanders ,  who 
were  left  to  fhift  for  themfelves,  and  who  had  reaped  fo 
great  Advantages  from  the  Favour  of  Queen  Elizabeth , 
were  exceedingly  exafperated  at  a  Step  fo  much  to  their 
Difadvantage.  But  as  they  found  themfelves  hill  hrong 
enough,  not  only  to  cope  with  the  Spaniards ,  but  alfo 
to  make  a  greater  Figure  than  moh  other  Nations  at 
Sea,  they  loft  that  RefpeCt  which  was  due  to  the  Englijh 
Flag,  and  began  to  aflame  to  themfelves  a  kind  of  E- 
quality  even  in  the  Narrow  Seas.  This  was  quickly  re- 
prefented  to  the  King  as  an  Indignity  not  to  be  borne, 
and  thereupon  he  diredled  a  Fleet  to  be  fitted  out,  the 
Command  of  which  was  given  to  Sir  William  Monfon , 
with  Inftruftions  to  maintain  the  Honour  of  the  Englijh 
Flag,  and  that  Superiority  which  derived  to  him  from 
his  Anceftors  in  the  Britijh  Seas r.  This  Fleet  put  to  Sea 
in  the  Spring  of  1604,  and  was  continued  annually  un¬ 
der  the  fame  Admiral,  who  appears  to  have  been  a  Man 
of  Spirit  and  Experience  \  for,  as  he  tells  us  in  his  own 
Memoirs,  he  ferved  in  the  firft  Ship  of  War  fitted  out 
in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth ,  and  was  an  Admiral 
'  in 


Sir  William  M&iforfs  Naval  Tra&s,  p.  237. 
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in  the  Iaft  Fleet  fhe  fent  to  Sea.  Yet  he  found  it  a 
very  difficult  Matter  to  execute  his  Commiffion  ;  the 
Dutch,  whenever  he  conferred  with  any  of  their  chief 
Officers,  gave  him  fine  Language,  and  fair  Promifes ; 
but  they  minded  them  very  little,  taking  our  Ships  on 
very  frivolous  Pretences,  and  treating  thofe  they  found 
on  board  them  with  great  Severity,  till  fuch  Time  as  it 
appeared  the  Admiral  would  not  bear  fuch  Ufage,  and 
began  to  make  Reprifals,  threatening  to  hang,  as  Pyrates, 
People  who  fhcwed  themfelves  fuch  in  their  Adtions. 
There  w'ere  alfo  high  Cornells  about  the  Flag,  which 
began  through  fome  accidental  Civilities  paid  to  the  Hol¬ 
landers,  in  the  late  Reign,  when  they  failed  under  the 
Command  of  Englijh  Admirals,  upon  joint  Expeditions, 
and  were  on  that  Account  treated  as  if  they  had  been 
her  Majefty’s  Subjeftsj  which  Favours  they  now  pretend¬ 
ed  to  claim  as  Prerogatives  due  to  them  in  Quality  of  an 
independent  State  \  We  have  no  Matters  of  very  great 
Importance  to  treat  of  in  this  Reign,  and  therefore  I 
t; ; .it x  it  will  not  be  amilsto  give  the  Reader  an  Account 
in  Sir  William  Monforts  own  Words,  of  the  Spirit  with 
which  he  infilled  on  Satisfaction  from  the  Dutch  on  this 
Head,  whereby  the  Right  of  the  Englijh  Flag,  which 
has  been  fo  much  Hood  upon  fince,  was  eftablifhed  with 
Regard  to  this  Republic  ;  the  rather  becaufe  I  know  there 
are  many  who  will  fcarce  believe,  that  Matters  of  this 
.Nature  were  carried  fo  far,  (perhaps  as  far  as  ever  they 
were  carried]  under  fo  pacific  a  Prince. 

“  In 


See  this  Matter  fated  in  Sclden’s  Mare  Claufum.  Molloy 
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cc  In  my  Return  from  Calais,  fays  Sir  William,  the 

ift  of  July  1605,  with  the  Emperor’s  Ambaffador,  as 
“  I  approached  near  Dover- Road,  I  perceived  an  Increafe 
cc  of  fix  Ships  to  thofe  I  left  there  three  Days  before, 

“  one  of  them  being  the  Admiral ;  their  coming  in  Shew 
«  was  to  beleaguer  the  Spaniards,  who  were  then  at 
te  Dover. 

“  As  I  drew  near  them,  the  Admiral  llruck  his  Flag 
“  thrice,  and  advanced  it  again.  His  coming  from  the 
“  other  Coaft,  at  fuch  a  Time,  caufed  me  to  make  ano- 
<c  ther  Conflrudion  than  he  pretended  ;  and  indeed  it  fo 
4C  fell  out,  for  I  conceived  his  Arrival  at  that  Time  was 
“  for  no  other  End  than  to  fhe  w  the  Embaflador,  who  he 
“  knew  would  Spread  it  abroad  throughout  all  Europe  \ 

“  as  alfo  the  Spaniards ,  that  they  might  have  the  lefs 

* 

<c  Efteem  of  his  Majefly’s  Prerogative  in  the  Narrow 
“  Seas,  that  by  their  wearing  their  Flag,  they  might 
“  be  reputed  Kings  of  the  Sea,  as  well  as  his  Majefty ; 

“  I  haflened  the  Ambaflador  afhore,  and  difpatched  a 
“  Gentleman  to  the  Admiral,  to  entreat  his  Company 
Cc  the  next  Day  to  Dinner,  which  he  willingly  promif- 
“  ed. 

“The  Gentleman  told  him,  I  required  him  to  take 
^  in  his  Flag,  as  a  Duty  due  to  his  Majefly’s  Ships :  he 
“  anfwered,  that  he  had  llruck  it  thrice,  which  he 
“  thought  to  be  a  Sufficient  Acknowledgment,  and  it 
“  was  no  more  than  former  Admirals  of  the  Narrow  Seas 
“  had  required  at  his  Hands. 

“  The  Gentleman  replyed,  that  he  expended  fuch 
cc  an  Anfwer  from  him,  and  therefore  he  was  prepared 
“  what  to  fay  to  that  Point.  He  told  him,  the  Times 
u  were  altered  5  for  when  no  more  but  linking  the  Flag 

“  was  • 
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“  was  required,  England  and  Holland  were  both  of 
them  in  Hoftility  with  Spain ,  which  caufed  her  late 
“  Majelty  to  tolerate  divers  Things  in  them  ;  as  for 
“  Inftance,  -the  Admiral’s  wearing  his  Flag  in  the  Ex- 
“  pedition  to  Cadiz,  and  the  Illands,  where  the  Lord 
“  Admiral  of  England  and  the  Lord  of  EJfex  went 
“  as  Generals,  and  that  Courtefy  they  could  not  challenge 
“  by  Right,  but  by  Permiffion ;  and  the  Wars  being  now 
“  ccafed,  his  Majelty  did  require  by  me,  his  Minifter, 
“  fuch  Rights  and  Duties  as  have  formerly  belonged  to 
“  his  Progenitors. 

“The  Admiral  refufed  to  obey  my  Command, 
“  faying,  he  expedted  more  Favour  from  me  than  from 
other  Admirals,  in  refpe6t  of  our  long  and  loving  Ao 
<c  quaintance;  but  he  was  anfwered,  that  all  Obligation 
of  private  Friendfhip  muft  be  laid  afide,  when  the 
<c  Honour  of  one’s  King  and  Country  is  at  Hake.  The 
“  Gentleman  advifed  him  in  a  friendly  Manner  to 
€C  yield  to  my  Demand  ;  if  not,  he  had  Commiflion  to 
<c  tell  him,  that  I  meant  to  weigh  Anchor,  and  come 
“  near  him,  and  that  the  Force  of  our  Ships  fhould  de- 
<c  termine  the  Queflion  ;  for,  rather  than  I  would  fuffer 
“  his  Flag  to  be  worn  in  View  of  fo  many  Nations  as 
Cf  were  to  behold  it,  I  refolved  to  bury  myfelf  in  the 
6C  Sea.  > 

The  Admiral  it  feems,  upon  better  Advice,  took 
<c  in  his  Flag,  and  flood  immediately  off  to  Sea,  firing  a 
<c  Gun  for  the  reft  of  the  Fleet  to  follow  him.  And  thus 
4C  I  loft  my  Gueft  the  next  Day,  at  Dinner,  as  he  had 
promifed. 

“  This  Paflage  betwixt  the  Admiral  and  me,  was 
**  obferved  from  the  Shore,  People  beholding  us  to  fee 

“  the 
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«c  the  Event*  Upon  my  Landing,  I  met  with  Sciriago , 
«  the  General  of  the  Spaniards,  who,  in  the  Time  of 
“  Queen  Elizabeth,  was  employed  under  Mendoza,  the 
cc  Ambaffador  of  Spain.  He  told  me,  that  if  the  Holland - 
CC  ers  had  worn  their  Flag,  Times  had  been  ftrangely 
“  altered  in  England,  fince  his  old  Matter  King  Philip 
“  the  Second,  was  {hot  at  by  the  Lord  Admiral  of  Eng- 
“  land,  for  wearing  his  Flag  in  the  Narrow  Seas,  when 
“  he  came  to  marry  Queen  Mary  V’ 

These  Difputes  continued  for  many  Years;  and 
though,  through  the  Vigilance  of  Adn^ral  Monfon,  the 
Dutch  were  defeated  in  all  their  Pretenfions,  and  the  Pre¬ 
rogatives  of  the  Britijh  Sovereignty  at  Sea,  were  through¬ 
ly  maintained ;  yet  the  Republic  of  Holland  Hill  kept  up 
a  Spirit  of  Refentment,  which  broke  out  in  fuch  Ads 
of  Violence,  as  would  not  have  been  paft  by  in  the  Days 
of  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  yet  our  Admiral  does  not  feem  to 
charge  the  King,  or  his  Miniftry  in  general,  with  want 
of  Inclination  to  do  themfelves  Juftice ;  but  lays  it  ex- 
prefsly  at  the  Door  of  Secretary  Cecil,  afterwards  Earl  of 
Salifbury  ;  who  thought  it,  he  fays,  good  Policy  to  pafs 
by  fuch  kind  of  Offences u ;  but  he  does  not  report  any 
Reafons  upon  which  that  kind  of  Policy  was  grounded  : 

yet 


*  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval  Tra£ts,  p.  242,  243, 
u  The  Reader  may  cor.fult  the  Diipatches  o'r  this  great  Mini- 
iter,  in  Winwood’s  Memorials.  The  grand  Point  upon  which 
the  Hollanders  Hood,  was  our  old  Treaties  with  the  Houle  of 
Burgundy,  which,  they  faid,  ihould  be  obferved  towards  them. 
The  Reafon,  probably,  of  Salisbury’s  countenancing  them,  was 
this,  that  his  Father  had  advifed  Queen  Elizabeth  to  infill  on 
thefe  Treaties  as  fufficient  to  juftify  her  a  flitting  the  Provin¬ 
ces,  notwithftanding  her  League  with  Spain,  Sir  William 
Monfon’s  Naval r)  'rails,  p.  244. 
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yet  it  did  not  abfolutely,  or  conftantly  prevail,  even  in 
the  Councils  of  King  James ;  for  upon  fome  Surmifes 
that  F oreigners  took  unreafonable  Liberties  in  filhing  in 
our  Seas,  a  Proclamation  was  publifhed  in  the  Year  1608, 
roundly  allerting  the  King’s  Sovereignty  in  that  Point* 
and  prohibiting  all  foreign  Nations  to  hlh  on  the  Britijh 
Coafl ;  this,  though  general  in  Appearance,  had  yet  par¬ 
ticular  Relation  to  the  Dutch ,  who  found  themfelves 
fo  far  affetffed  thereby,  efpecially  when  the  King  appoint¬ 
ed  Commifftoners  at  London ,  for  granting  Licences  to 
fuch  Foreigners  as  would  iifh  on  the  Englijh  Coafl: ;  and 
at  Edinburgh ,  for  granting  Licences  of  a  like  Nature  to 
fuch  as  would  fifli  in  the  Northern  Sea  ;  and  to  thefe 
Regulations,  though  with  great  Reludance,  they  fub- 
mitted  for  the  prelent ;  the  Reafon  of  which  feems  to 
be,  their  having  then  Affairs  of  greater  Moment  to  ma¬ 
nage  with  the  Court  of  Great-Britain  \  In  thefe,  not- 
withilanding  all  that  had  palled,  they  fucceeded,  and 
two  Treaties  were  concluded  on  the  26th  of  June ,  1608, 
between  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain ,  and  the  States- 
General ;  the  one  of  Peace  and  Alliance,  the  other  for 
Hating  and  fettling  the  Debt  due  to  King  James  *.  One 
would  have  imagined,  that  the  Advantages  obtained  by 
thefe  Treaties,  fhould  have  brought  the  Republic  to  a 
better  Temper,  in  refpedt  to  other  Matters  j  but  it  did 
not,  for  within  a  Inert  time  after,  they  difputed  paying 
the  Affize-Herring  in  Scotland ,  and  the  Licence-Money 
in  England ;  and  to  protect  their  Subjects  from  the  Penal¬ 
ties  which  might  attend  fuch  a  Refufal,  they  fent  Ships 

of 


w  Winvvood’s  Memorials,  vol.  ii.  p.  ?r8,  3 eg.  x  Rymei’s 
Feeders.  Tom.  xvi.^p.  674,  «  fcquen. 
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of  Force  to  efcort  their  Herring-Bullesy.  Thefe  Fads,  as 
they  are  inconteftable,  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  relate, 
though  without  the  lead:  Prejudice  againft  the  Dutch 3 
who  are  a  People  certainly  to  be  commended  for  all  fuch 
Inftances  of  their  Public  Spirit,  as  appear  to  be  confident 
with  the  Rights  of  their  Neighbours,  and  the  Law  of 
Nations  z. 

There  were  alfo  fome  Struggles  in  this  Reign  with 
the  French ,  about  the  fame  Rights  of  Fifhery,  and  the 
Sovereignty  of  the  Sea,  in  which,  through  the  vigorous 
Meafures  taken  by  Sir  William  Monfon ,  the  Nation  pre¬ 
vailed,  and  the  French  wrere  obliged  to  defid:  from  their 
Pradices  of  difturbing  our  Fifhermen,  and  other  wife  in¬ 
juring  our  Navigation  \  In  1614,  the  fame  Admiral  was 
fent  to  fcour  the  Scotch  and  Irijh  Seas,  which  were  much 
infefted  with  Pyrates.  We  need  not  much  wonder  at 
this,  if  we  confider,  that  ’till  King  James's  Acceffion 
to  the  Throne  of  England ,  there  was  little  Naval 
Strength  in  this  Country,  and  that  in  Ireland ,  the  Spa¬ 
niards  >  by  frequently  pradifing  this  Pyratical  Trade,  du¬ 
ring  the  War,  had  given  the  barbarous  Inhabitants  fuch 
a  Relifh  of  it,  that  they  could  not  forfake  it  in  Time  of 
Peace:  yet  the  Noife  their  Depredations  made,  far  exceed¬ 
ed  the  Damage ;  for  when  on  the  firft  of  June ,  Sir  William 
Monfon  made  the  Coaft  of  Cathnefs ,  the  moft  northern 
Part  of  Scotland ,  he  found  that,  indead  of  twenty  Py¬ 
rates  he  expeded  to  have  heard  of  cruifing  in  thofe  Parts, 

there 


y  Selden.  Mare  Clauf.  lib.  ii.-  cap.  31.  ex  Parliament, 
4  jac.  6.  c.  60.  et  Parliament.  6.  ejufd.  c.  86.  z  The 
Vouchers  for  thefe  Fads  may  all  be  found  in  the  Paper-Office. 

a  Stowe’s  Annals.  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval  Trads.  p. 
243. 
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there  were  in  Faft  but  two,  one  of  which  immediately 
furrendered,  and  the  other  was  afterwards  taken  by  the 
Admiral  on  the  Coaft  of  Ireland,  where,  by  a  proper 
Mixture  of  Clemency  and  Severity,  he  extirpated  thefe 
Rovers,  and  reclaimed  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Sea-Coafl 
from  their  fcandalous  Way  of  Living,  by  affording  Shel¬ 
ter  and  Protection  to  Pyrates,  furnifhing  them  with  Pro- 
vifions,  and  taking  their  Plunder  in  Exchange.  This 
Service  Sir  William  performed  in  three  Months b. 

In  1617,  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  was  releafed  from  his 

Imprifonment  in  the  Tower,  and  had  a  Commiffton  from 

1 

the  King,  to  difcover  and  take  Poffeffion  of  any  Coun¬ 
tries  in  the  South  of  America ,  which  were  inhabited  by 
Heathen  Nations,  for  the  Enlargement  of  Commerce, 
and  the  Propagation  of  Religion  c ;  in  the  undertaking 
which  Expedition,  his  Expences  were  borne  by  himfelf* 
his  Friends,  and  fuch  Merchants  as  entertained  a  good 
Opinion  of  the  Voyage.  His  Defign  has  been  varioufly 
reprefented,  and  I  fhall  be  at  Liberty  to  examine  it  here¬ 
after,  more  at  large  in  its  proper  Place.  At  prefent,  I  am 
*to  fpeak  of  it  only  as  a  public  Concern,  in  which  Light  it 
was  juftifiable  beyond  all  Queftion,  notwithftanding  the 
Out-cries  that  were  made  againft  it  by  the  Spaniards .  It 
is  indeed,  pretty  evident,  that  the  Complaints  of  their  Mi¬ 
ll  ifter  Don  Diego  Sarmiento  d’ Acuna ,  fo  well  known  after¬ 
wards  by  the  Title  of  Count  Gondemar ,  were  notfo  much 
grounded  on  any  Notions  he  himfelf  had  of  the  Injuftice 
of  this  Defign,  as  on  a  Piece  of  Spanijb  Policy,  by  railing 

a 


*  Ibid.  p.  247,  251. 
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a  Clamour  on  falfe  Pretences  to  difcover  the  true  Scope 
and  Intent  of  Sir  Walter' s  Voyage.  In  this  he  was  but  too 
fuccefsful ;  for,  upon  his  Reprefentations,  that  excellent 
Perfon  was  obliged  to  give  a  diftinft  Account,  as  well  of 
his  Preparations  for  executing,  as  of  the  Defign  he  was"  to 
execute:  and  this  (by  what  means  is  not  clear)  was  com¬ 
municated  to  the  Spaniards ,  who  thereby  gained  an  Op¬ 
portunity,  firfi:  of  difappointing  him  in  America ,  and 
then  of  taking  off  his  Head  upon  his  Return,  to  the 
Ming  Diihonour  of  this  Reign,  as  well  as  the  great  De¬ 
triment  of  the  Nation  j  for  without  all  Doubt,  this  Pro¬ 
ject  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  for  fettling  in  Guiana ,  was 
not  only  well  contrived,  but  well  founded ;  and,  had  it 
been  followed,  might  have  been  as  beneficial  to  Britain , 
as  Brazil  is  to  Portugal d. 

We  come  now  to  the  only  Naval  Expedition  of 
Confequence  which  was  undertaken  during  the  Time 
this  King  fat  upon  the  Throne,  I  mean  the  Attempt 
upon  Algiers.  What  the  real  Grounds  were  of  this 
Romantic  Undertaking,  feems  not  eafy  to  be  difcover- 
ed.  The  common  Story  is,  that  Count  Gondemar  ha¬ 
ving  gained  an  Afcendancy  over  his  Majefty’s  Under- 
ftanding,  perfuaded  him,  contrary  to  his  natural  Inclina¬ 
tion,  which  feldom  permitted  him  ta  aft  vigorouily  a- 
gainft  his  own  Enemies,  to  fit  out  a  formidable  Fleet, 
in  order  to  humble  the  Foes  of  the  Ring  of  Spain c.  But 
we  have  it  from  other  Hands,  that  this  was  a  Project  of 
older  landing,  that  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  had  fol- 
licited  the  King  to  fuch  an  Expedition,  before  he  laid 

Vot-  "•  e  down 


1  Se<;  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  by  Mr,  Oldvs  o  o6 
Camden,  Wilfon,  Rapin,  Burchet,  Leila rd?  ^  ‘  9<5‘ 
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down  his  Charge  of  Lord  High-Admiral;  and,  that  Sir 
Robert  Manfel  infufed  it  into  the  Head  of  his  SuCceflbr 
Buckingham ,  that  it  would  give  a  great  Reputation  to 
his  Management  of  Naval  Affairs,  if  fuch  a  Thing  was 
entered  upon  in  the  Dawn  of  his  Adminiftration,  As 
Buckingham  eafily  brought  the  King  to  confent  to  what¬ 
ever  himfelf  approved,  there  is  the  utmoft  Probability 
that  it  was  by  his  Influence  this'  Defign  was  carried  into 
Execution ;  notwithftanding  that,  Sir  William  Monfort , 
Who  had  been  confulted  upon  it,  gave  his  Judgment,  fup- 
ported  by  flrong  and  clear  Arguments,  that  it  was  rafh 
and  ill  founded,  and  that  inftead  of  railing  the  Reputa¬ 
tion  of  the  Britifh  Arms,  it  Would  only  contribute  to 
render  them  ridiculous,  becaufe  the  whole  World  could 
take  Notice  of  the  Difappointment,  whereas  only  a  few 
could  judge  of  its  real  Caules;  and  of  the  little  Reafon 
there  was  to  meafure  the  Naval  Strength  of  Britain 

thereby  f. 

In  the  Month  of  0 Bober  1620,  this  Fleet  failed 
from  Plymouth.  It  confifled  of  fix  Men  of  War,  and 
twelve  flout  Ships  hired  from  the  Merchants.  Of  tbefe 
Sir  Robert  Manfel ,  then  Vice-Admiral  of  England,  had 
the  Command  in  chief,  Sir  Richard  Hawkins  was  Vice, 
and  Sir  Thomas  Button  Rear-Admiral,  Sir  Henry  Palmer* , 
Arthur  Manivaring ,  Thomas  Love  arid  Samuel  Argali , 
Efqrs;  were  appointed  to  be  Members  of  the  Council  of 
War,  and  Edivark  Clarke ,  Efq;  was  Secretary.  On 
the  twenty-feventh  of  November ,  they  came  to  an  An¬ 
chor  in  Algier- Road,  and  faluted  the  Town,  but  with¬ 
out  receiving  a  Angle  Gun  in  Anfwer.  On  thettventy- 
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feighth,  the  Admiral  fent  a  Gentleman  with  a  white  Flag 
to  let  the  Turkijh  Vice-Roy  know  the  Caufe  of  his  com¬ 
ing  ,  who  returned  him  an  Anfwer  by  four  Commiffio- 
ners,  that  he  had  Orders  from  the  Grand  Seignior  to  ufe 
the  Engli/h  with  the  utmoft  Refpedf,  to  fuffer  their  Men 
to  come  on  Shore,  and  to  furnifh  them  with  what  Pro- 
vilions  they  wanted.  Upon  this,  a  Negotiation  enfued, 
in  which  it  is  hard  to  fay,  whether  the  Turks  or  the  Ad¬ 
miral  a<fted  with  greater  Chicanerce.  The  former  refufed 
to  difmifs  the  Gentleman  firft  fent,  unlefs  an  Engli/h 
Conful  was  left  at  Algiers,  and  the  latter,  to  fid  himfelf 
of  this  Difficulty,  prevailed  upon  a  Seaman  to  put  on  a 
Suit  of  good  Cloaths,  and  to  pafs  for  a  Conful;  this 
Cheat  not  being  difcovered  by  the  Turks,  they  fent  for¬ 
ty  Englijb  Slaves  on  Board  the  Admiral,  and  promifed 
to  give  him  Satisfa&ion  as  to  his  other  Demands;  upon 
which,  he  failed  again  for  the  Spanijh  Coaft,  attended 
by  fix  French  Men  of  War,  the  Admiral  of  this  Squa¬ 
dron  had  ft  ruck  to  the  Engli/l)  Fleet  on  his  firft  joining 
it,  which  feems  to  have  been  the  greateft  Honour,  and 
perhaps  the  greateft  Advantage  that  attended  this  whole 
Expedition  g. 

It  had  been  well  if  this  Expedition  had  ended  thus  ; 
but  after  receiving  a  Supply  of  Provifions  from  England , 
it  was  refolved  to  'make  another  Attempt  upon  Algiers 
in  the  Spring,  and,  if  poffible,  to  burn  the  Ships  in  the 
Mole  h.  Accordingly  in  the  Month  of  May  the  Fleet 

'  _  C  2 _ left 

f  Parchas’s  Pilgrim,  p.  88 1.  Harris’s  Colledion  of  Voyages, 

vnl'  V I?"  ?^9'  See.  alf°  an  Account  of  this  Expedition,  pub- 
hihed  by  Authority  in  1621.  »  See  the  Relation  of  this  Ex¬ 

pedition  before  referred  to,  which  is  almoil  the  only  authentic 
Account  we  have  of  it;  and  yet  it  is  an  Account  only  on  one 
*>iae,  and  was  certainly  written  to  jultify  the  Undertaking. 
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]tft  the  Coaft  of  Majorca ,  and  upon  the  twenty-firft  of 
the  fame  Month,  anchored  before  Algiers ,  and  began  to 
prej  are  for  the  Execution  of  this  Delign.  Two  Ships 
taken  from  the  Turks ,  one  of  a  hundred,  the  other  of 
fixty  Tons,  were  fitted  up  for  this  Purpofe.  They  were 
filled  with  dry  Wood,  Oakam,  Pitch,  Rofin,  Tar, 
Brimftone,  and  other  combullible  Matter,  and  provided 
with  Chains,  grappling-irons,  and  Boats  to  bring  ythe 
Men  off;  next  followed  the  three  Brigantines,  which 
the  Admiral  bought  at  Alicaut ,  with  Fire-Balls, Buckets  Oi 
Wild-Fire,  and  Fire-Pikes  to  fatten  their  Fire-Works  to 
the  Enemy’s  Ships.  They  had  alfo  a  Gunlod,  fitted 
up  with  Fire-Works,  Chains,  and  grappling-irons ;  the 
Gunlod  was  to  be  fired  in  the  Midft  of  the  Ships  in  the 
Mole,  having  like  wife  a  Boat  to  bring  off  her  Men.  Se¬ 
ven  armed  Boats  followed  to  fuftain  thofe  of  the  Fire- 
Ships, in  cafe  they  were  purfued  at  their  coming  off  Thefe 
were  like  wife  furnifhed  with  Fire-Works  to  deftroy  the 
Ships  without  the  Mole. 

The  Wind  not  being  favourable,  the  Attempt  was 
put  off  till  the  twenty-fourth,  and  blowing  then  at 
g  g.  W.  the  Ships  advanced  with  a  brifk  Gale  towards 
the  Mole ;  but  when  they  were  within  lefs  than  a  Mus¬ 
ket-Shot  of  the  Mole’s  Head,  the  Wind  died  away, 
nnd  it  grew  fo  calm  they  could  not  enter.  However, 
the  Boats  and  Brigantines  finding  they  were  difcovered, 
by  the  Brightnefs  of  the  Moon,  which  was  then  at  full, 
and  hearing  by  a  Chriftian  Slave,  who  fwam  from  the 
Town,  that  the  Turks  had  left  their  Ships  unguarded, 
with  only  a  Man  or  two  in  each  of  them,  they  reioi- 
ved  to  proceed  ;  which  they  did,  but  performed  little  or 

nothing,  and  then  retired  with  the  Lofs  of  fix  Men. 
•  -  .  <  After 
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After  a  Day  or  two’s  Stay  they  put  to  Sea,  and  in  the 
Month  of  June  returned  to  England .  This  ill-concert¬ 
ed  Enterprize  had  no  other  Effeft,  than  that  of  expos¬ 
ing  our  own  Commerce  to  the  Infults  of  the  Algei  ines9 
who  did  a  great  deal  of  Mifchief,  while  we  did  them 
little  or  none ;  though  two  other  Fleets  were  fent  a- 
gainft  them,  one  under  the  Command  of  the  Lord  Wil¬ 
loughby  ^  and  the  other  under  that  of  the  Earl  of 
Denbigh  \  but  both  did  fo  little,  that  very  few  of  cur 
Chronicles  take  Notice  of  them1.  Sir  William  Monfon 
has  made  fome  fevere  but  juft  Obfervations  k  upon  thefe 
Undertakings,  and  particularly  remarks,  that  not  with- 
Handing  the  whole  Nation  was  grievoufly  offended,  as 
they  will  always  be  at  fuch  Mifcarriages,  yet  they  never 
had  any  Satisfaction  given  them ;  which  irritated  them 
exceedingly,  and  contributed  not  a  little  to  raife  that 
Spirit  which  vented  itfelf  afterwards  in  a  Civil  War. 

In  1623,  happened  the  bloody  Affair  of  Amboyna% 
of  which  I  fhall  give  a  fnort  and  fair  Account;  becaufe 
it  gave  Birth  to  our  National  Hatred  of  the  Dutch ,  which 
fubiifted  long,  and  had  fuch  fatal  Effects.  By  a  Treaty 
concluded  between  Great -Britain  and  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces  in  1619,  it  was  ftipulated  amongft  other  Things, 
that,  to  prevent  farther  Difputes,  the  Dutch  fhould  en- 

C  3  -  joy 

1  In  the  Continuation  of  Stowe’s  Chronicle  by  Howes,  there 
is  not  a  Word  of  it,  and  in  many  other  Books  of  the  fame 
kind,  we  are  barely  told  when  this  Fleet  failed,  and  when  it 
came  back.  k  There  are  three  Difcourfes  of  his  upon  this 
Subjeft,  one  addreffed  to  the  Privy-Council  on  the  propereft 
Method  for  attempting  the  Ruin  of  Algiers  ;  another  diffus¬ 
ing  from  that  Enterprize;  and  the  third  on  the  Mi  (takes  in  this. 
Expedition,  wherein  he  obferves,  that,  during  all  the  Time, 
they  were  out,  they  were  but  twenty  Days  at  Sea. 
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joy  two  thirds  of  the  Trade  at  Amboyna ,  and  the  J 5/?- 
glijh  one.  In  Purfuance  of  this,  a  Factory  was  eredted 
in  that  Jfland  as  well  as  other  Places;  yet  in  the  £pace 
of  two  Years,  the  Dutch  grew  weary  of  their  Com¬ 
pany,  and,  under  a  Pretence  of  a  Plot,  feized  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Perfons  in  the  Fadtory,  tortured  them,  and  having 
extorted  from  them  fome  Confeflions,  put  as  many  of 
them  as  they  thought  fit  to  Death,  and  under  a  Shew  of 
Clemency  difcharged  the  reft,  feizing,  however,  not  on¬ 
ly  on  this,  but  all  the  other  Factories  the  Englijh  had 
in  the  Spice-IJlands ,  and  thereby  engroffing  that  moft 
valuable  Trade  to  them  reives.  That  this  w7as  really  a 
Contrivance,  feems  to  be  pretty  plain,  not  to  make  Ufe 
of  a  ftronger  Word,  from  the  following  Circumftances 
which  are  inconteftable.  The  Englijh.  had  only  a  Houfe 
wherein  their  Fadtory  refided;  whereas  the  Dutch  were 
poflefled  of  a  very  ftrong  Fort,  the  Number  of  the  for¬ 
mer  did  not  exceed  twenty,  the  latter  had  above  two 
hundred  garrifoned  Soldiers  in  the  Caftle,  and  eight  (tout 
Ships  riding  in  the  Port.  The  Prifoners  all  denied  it  fo- 
lemnly  at  their  Deaths,  and  would  have  taken  the  Sa¬ 
crament  on  the  Truth  of  what  they  faid;  but  it  wasre- 
fufed  them  by  the  Dutch  l.  But  that  I  may  not  be  fuf- 
pedted  of  Injuftice  towards  the  Dutch ,  I  will  tranfcribe 
their  own  Account  of  this  Matter.  ^  This  Ifland,  fays 
a  Writer,  who  addrefled  his  Work  to  the  States  of  Hol¬ 
land  m5  was  a  long  Time  the  Subjedt  of  Depute  between 

the 


1  See  a  Pamphlet  entitled,  A  true  Relation  of  the  unjuft, 
cruel  and  barbarous  Proceedings  againft  the  Englifh  at  Amboy- 
113,  published  by  Authority  1624,  4to,  and  feveral  othej? 
Trads.  M,  Baft  age  in  his  Aimaks  des  Provinces  Unies* 
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the  Dutch  and  Englijh.  The  Eaji-lmlia  Company,  who 
had  mad?  themfelves  Matters  of  it,  entered  into  a  T rea7 
ty  with  the  Englijh  for  driving  out  the  Porfuguefe  and 
Spaniards ;  and  by  one  of  the  Articles  of  this  T reaty  it 
was  agreed,  that  they  fhould  furnifli  ten  Men  of  War 
for  this  Purpofe.  They  neglecting  this  Armament,  the 
Indians  of  Ternate  taking  Advantage  of  the  Weaknefs 

r-  ■  -  "  ■*  ,  . 

yvhich  this  Omiflion  of  theirs  had  occafioned,  agreed  to 
a  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  with  the  Spaniards ,  and  having 
made  an  Alliance  with  the  King  of  Pi  dor e,  who  was  an 
Enemy  to  the  Dutch,  attacked  feveral  Iflands  dependant 
on  Amboy  11a,  and  having  made  themfelves  Matters  of 
them  refolved  to  attack  the  Citadel ;  and  the  Englijh 
are  fa  id  to  have  been  concerned  with  them  in  this  De- 
fign,  which  was  difcovered  by  a  Japonefe .  The  Gq- 
yernor  heard  from  all  Sides,  that  the  Englijh  had  taken 
his  Citadel.  Aftonilhed  at  thefe  Reports,  though  falfe, 

r  **  r  ~'r'  ~  1 

he  put  himfelf  on  his  Guard, and  feized  the  Japonefe,  whom 
he  fufpedted.  This  Man  con fe fled >  that  the  Englijh 
were  engaged  in  a  Confpiracy  againft  the  Governor, 
{hat  taking  Advantage  of  his  Abfence,  the  Citadel  was 
to  be  feized,  and  that  the  Japonefe  in  the  Wand  had  en¬ 
gaged  to  execute  this  ProjeCl.  The  Governor  without 
ffe.fi tation  arretted  all  who  were  accufed  of  having  any 
Hand  in  this  Defign.  The  Englijh  confefled,  that  their 
Factor  had  fworn  them  upon  the  Gofpel  never  to  re- 
yeal  the  Secret;  which,  however,  they  did,  and  figned 
{heir  Confefiions,  fome  freely,  and  the  reft  conftrained 
{hereto  by  the  Violence  of  the  Torture.  They  were 
all  executed ;  and  this  is  what  is  commonly  called  tke 
Maflacre  of  Amboyna.  The  Englijh  have  always  main¬ 
lined,  that  this  Crime  was  purely  imaginary,  and  on- 

C  4  ly 
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ly  made  U fe  of  for  a  Pretext  to  facrifice  their  Nation  to 
the  Vengeance  of  a  Governor ;  and  therefore  they  con¬ 
tinued  to  demand  Satisfaction  for  this  Lofs  from  162? 
to  1672,  when,  through  the  indifferent  State  of  their 
Affairs,  they  were  glad  to  give  it  up,”  This  Dutch  Ac- 
count,  and  indeed  all  the  Accounts  I  have  ever  feen 
of  their  drawing  up,  fufficiently  prove,  that  there  was 
more  of  Policy  than  of  any  Thing  elfe  in  this  whole 
Proceeding,  and  that  what  the  Dutch  aimed  at,  was  the 
excluding  us  from  the  Spice-Trade,  in  which  they  ef¬ 
fectually  prevailed.  -  '  ■  - 

It  is  indeed  ftrange,  that,  confidering  the  Strength  of 
the  Nation  at  Sea  at  the  rime  we  received  this  Inlult, 
■and  tlle  quick  Senfe  which  the  Englijh  always  have  of 
any  National  Affront,  no  proper  Satisfaction  was  ob¬ 
tained,  nor  any  vigorous  Meafures  entered  into  in  order 
to  exadt  it.  But  the  Wonder  will  in  a  great  Meafure 
peafe,  when  we  confider  the  State  of  the  Crown,  and 
Oi  the  People,  at  that  Period.  The  King  had  been  en- 
gaged  for  many  Years  in  a  tedious,  dilhonourable  and 
diftafteful  Negotiation  for  the  Marriage  of  his  Son  Prince 
Charles  with  the  Princefs  of  Spain ;  to  the  chimerical 
Advantages  he  propofed  from  this,  he  facrificed  the  In- 
tereft  of  his  Family,  the  Glory  of  his  Government,  and 
the  Affections  of  his  People j  and  yet  could  never  bring 
the  Thing  to  bear,  but  was  at  laft  forced  to  break  off 
the  t  reaty  abruptly,  and  to  think  of  entering  upon  a 
War,  to  which  he  had  been  always  averfe,  efpecialjy  at 
the  Clofe  of  his  Life  and  Reign.  Such  was  the  Situation 
of  Things  when  this  Accident  happened  at  Antboynay  and 
therctore,  though  it  made  a  great  Noife,  and  occafioned 
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much  Expoftulation  with  that  Republic,  yet  the  At-  . 
tendon  of  the  Crown  to  the  propelled  War  with  Spain , 
and  its  Concern  for  the  Recovery  of  the  Palatinate ,  join¬ 
ed  to  the  Necefiity  there  was  of  managing  the  Dutch 
at  fo  critical  a  Juncture,  hindered  our  Proceeding  any 
farther  than  Remonitrances,  while  our  Competitors  kept 
fo  confiderable  a  Branch  of  Trade.  I  have  taken  the 
more  Pains  to  fettle  and  clear  up  this  Matter,  becaufe  it 
is  a  full  Proof  of  a  Truth  we  ought  never  to  forget, 
viz .  That  domeftic  Diflentions  are  particularly  fatal  to 
us  as  a  trading  Nation,  and  that  it  is  impoffible  for  us 
to  maintain  our  Commerce  in  a  flourifhing  Condition, 
if  we  do  not  at  lead  enjoy  Peace  at  Home,  whatever 
our  Circum  dances  abroad  may  be. 

I  know  of  nothing  relating  to  Naval  Affairs  in  this 
Reign  which  I  have  not  already  fpoken  of,  except  the 
fending  a  Fleet  to  bring  Home  Prince  Charles  from  Spain , 
may  be  reckon'd  in  that  Number.  It  confided,  how- 
*,  ever,  but  of  a  few  Ships,  but  in  good  Order,  and  well 
manned,  fo  that  the  Spaniards  are  laid  to  have  expref- 
ed  great  Satisfaction  at  the  Sight  of  it ;  which,  however 
true  or  falfe,  is  a  Matter  of  no  great  Confequence* 

L 

This  Voyage,  though  a  fhort  one,  gave  Prince  Charles 
fome  Idea  of  Maritime  Affairs,  which  proved  afterwards 
df  Benefit  to  the  Nation.  The  breaking  the  Spanijh 
Match  made  Way  for  a  War  with  that  Kingdom, 
much  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Englijh  Nation  ;  but  in 
the  Mid  ft  of  the  Preparations  that  were  making  for  it, 
the  King  ended  his  Days  at  Theobald's  on  the  27  th  of 
Marfh  1625,  in  the  59th  Year  of  his  Age,  and  in  the 
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twenty-third  Year  of  his  Reign  \  His  pacific  Temper 
occafioned  our  having  but  little  to  fay  in  this  Part  of 
our  Work ;  but  before  we  proceed  to  mention  the  emi¬ 
nent  Seamen  who  flouriflied  in  his  Time,  it  will  be 
proper  to  give  the  Reader  a  concife  View  of  the  Im¬ 
provement  of  Trade  and  Navigation  within  this  Pe¬ 
riod,  as  well  as  a  brief  Account  of  the  Colonies  fettled 
under  his  Reign, 

It  has  been  already  fhewn,  that  under  the  Public- 
Spirited  Adminiftration  of  Queen  Elizabeth ,  this  Nation 
fell  came  to  have  a  Notion  of  the  Benefits  of  extenlive 
Commerce,  and  began  to  think  of  managing  their  own 
Trade  themfelves,  which  had  been  hitherto  almoft  en¬ 
tirely  in  the  Hands  of  Foreigners.  So  long  as  the  War 
continued  with  Spain ,  our  Merchants  went  on  in  a  right 
Way  ;  by  which  I  mean,  that  they  profecuted  their  pri¬ 
vate  Advantage  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  that  it  proved  like- 
wife  of  public  Utility,  by  increafing  the  Number  of 
Seamen,  and  of  flout  Ships  belonging  to  this  King¬ 
dom  .*  but  after  King  James' s  Acceffion,  and  the  taking 
•Place  of  that  Peace,  which  they  had  fo  long  and  earnefl- 
jy  expeded.  Things  took  a  new  and  itrange  Turn,  Our 
Traders  faw  the  manifefl  Advantage  of  ufing  large  and 
flout  Ships ;  but  inflead  of  building  them,  were  content 
to  freight  thofe  of  their  Neighbours,  becaufe  a  little  Mo¬ 
usy  was  to  be  faved  by  this  Method.  In  Confequence 
of  this  Notion,  our  Shipping  decayed  in  Proportion  as 
our  Trade  encreafed  j  "till  in  the  Year  1615,  Things 

were 


n  Wilfon’s  Hiltory  of  the  Reign  of  King  James  I.  Stowe’s 
Chronicle  continued  by  Howes,  Baker’s  Chronicle,  Echard^ 
Rapin. 
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were  come  to  fitch  a  ftrange  Pafi,  that  there  were  not 
ten  Ships  of  200  Ton's  belonging  to  the  Port  of  London . 
Upon  this,  the  Trinity-Houfe  petitioned  the  King,  fett- 
ing  forth  the  Matter  of  Fa&,  and  the  dreadful  Confc- 
quences  it  would  have  with  refped  to  our  Naval  Power, 
through  the  Decay  of  Seamen,  and  praying,  that  the 
King  would  put  in  Execution  fome  good  old  Laws, 
which  were  calculated  for  the  Redrefs  of  this  Evil ;  fug- 
gefting  alfo  the  Example  of  the  State  of  Venice ,  who  on 
a  like  Occafion,  had  prohibited  their  Subjects  to  tranf- 
port  any  Goods  in  foreign  Bottoms.  The  Merchants 
unanimoufly  oppofed  the  Mariners  in  this  Difpute,  and 
having  better  Intereft  at  Court  prevailed.  Yet,  in  a 
Year’s  Time,  the  Tables  were  turned,  and  the  Mer¬ 
chants  convinced  of  their  own  Miftake,  joined  with  the 
Mariners  in  a  like  Application.  An  Accident  produced 
this  happy  Effedt.  T wo  Ships,  each  of  the  Burden  of 
about  three  hundred  Tons,  came  into  the  River  of 

Thames,  laden  with  Currants  and  Cotton,  the  Property 

• 

of  fome  Dutch  Merchants  refiding  here.  This  imme¬ 
diately  opened  the  Eyes  of  all  our  Traders:  they  faw 
now,  that,  through  their  own  Error,  they  were  come 
back  to  the  very  Point  from  which  they  fet  out,  and 
that,  if  fome  Remedy  was  not  immediately  applied,  our 
Commerce  would  be  driven  again  by  Foreigners  on  foreign 
Bottoms,  They  inftantly  drew  up  a  Reprefen tation  of 
this,  and  laid  it  before  the  King  and  his  Council  upon 
Which  a  Proclamation  was  ifliied,  forbidding  any  Englijh 
Subject  to  export  or  import  Goods  on  any  but  Englijk 
bottoms  °, 


f  $ir  Wm,  Monfon’s  Naval  Trafts,  p.  328, 
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When  once  People  have  entered  into  a  Courfe  of 
fnduftry,  the  Benefits  accruing  from  it,  will  generally 
keep  them  in  that  Road,  and  even  the  Difficulties  they 
meet  with,  turn  to  their  Advantage.  Thus  after  the 
Englijh  Merchants  had  built  a  few  large  Ships  in  their 
own  Ports,  and  furnifhed  them  with  Artillery,  and  o- 
ther  NecefTaries,  they  found  themfelves  in  a  Condition 
to  launch  into  many  Trades,  that  were  unthought  of 
before,  and  though  for  fometime  they  fuffered  not  a 
little  by  the  Algerines ,  and  other  Pyrates  of  Barbary , 
yet  in  the  End,  they  got  more  than  they  loft  by  thefe 
Accidents,  for  it  put  them  upon  building  ftill  larger  Ships* 
as  well  as  taking  more  Care  in  providing,  and  manning 
imall  Ones  *  which  had  fuch  an  Effect  in  the  Space  of 
feven  Years,  that  whereas,  Ships  of  a  hundred  Tons  had 
been  before  efleemed  very  large  Vefiels,  and  were  gene¬ 
rally  built  and  brought  beyond  the  Seas ;  now  there  were 
many  Merchant-men  of  3,  4,  and  500  Tons  belonging 
to  feveral  Ports,,  and  upwards  of  a  hundred  Vefiels,  each 
of  above  200  Tons  Burthen,  belonging  to  Newcaftle 
alone,  all  built  at  home,  and  better  built  than  elfewhere  ; 
and  before  the  Death  of  King  James ,  our  Trade  was 
fo  far  increafed,  that,  in  the  Opinion  of  Sir  William 
Monfon ,  we  were  little,  if  at  all,  inferior  in  Maritime 
Force  to  the  Dutch  p. 

In  refpeft  to  the  Encouragements  given  by  the  Crown 
for  promoting  Commerce  and  Plantations  in  the  Eajl- 

Indies9 


p  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval  Trads,  p.  329,  35a. 

Stowe’s  Annals,  p.  994..  and  the  fame  Fads  are  alfo  to  be 
met  with  in  feveral  of  the  Treatifes  on  Commerce  hereafset* 
mentioned. 
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Indies,  and  America,  they  were  as  great  under  this  Reign, 
as  under  any  preceeding  one.  Several  Voyages  were 
made  on  Account  of  the  Eajl-hdia  Company,  and  the 
King  did  not  /pare  fending  an  Ambaflador  into  thofe 
Parts  for  their  Service.  Virginia  and  New- England  were 
in  a  great  Meafure  planted,  Barbadoes  pofiefled  and  fettled, 
and  Bermudas  difcovered  in  his  Time I  do  not  know 
whether  the  Attempts  made  for  fixing  Colonies  in  New¬ 
foundland,  and  Accadia,  or  New-Scoiland,  deferve  any 
Commendation,  becaufe  as  they  were  managed  at  that 
Time,  they  could  turn  to  little  Account ;  yet  it  mud 
be  allowed,  that  the- Government  meant  well  by  the 
Encouragement  given  to  thefe  Undertakings,  which  went 
fo  far  as  direfling  Propofals  for  fettling  Newfoundland ,  to 
be  read  in  Churches,  that  all  who  had  a  Mind  to  be  con¬ 
cerned  in  luch  Attempts  might  have  due  Notice r.  Some 
Benefits  certainly, accrued  even  from  thefe  abortive  Pro- 
jefls,  they  occafioned  rite  building  a  great  many  good 
Ships,  increafed  the  Newfoundland  Fifhery,  added  to  the 
Number  of  our  Sailors,  and  kept  alive  that  Spirit  of 
Difcovering,  which  is  elTential  to  a  beneficial  Commerce, 
fince,  whenever  a  Nation  comes  to  think  it  has  Trade 
enough,  that  Trade  will  quickly  decline.  Befides,  it  en¬ 
gaged  abundance  of  knowing  and  experienced  Perfons  to 

write  upon  all  Branches  of  T raffick  j  and  their  Books, 

which 


/ 

q  See  a  Declaration  of  the  State  of  the  Colony  in  Virginia, 
by  his  Majefty’s  Council  for  Virginia,  London,  1620,  4to. 
Captain  Smith’s  General  Hiftory  of  Virginia,  New-England, 
and  the  Summer-Iflands,  London,  1627.  fol.  Purchas’s Pilgrims 
and  Pilgrimage.  r  Order  of  the  King  in  Council  at  i  heo- 
bald’s,  April  1 2th,  1622,  printed  with  other  Things,  and  di¬ 
rected  to  be  read  in  Churches,  London,  1622,  4to. 
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which  yet  remain,  fufficiently  prove,  that  there  were 
Numbers  in  thofe  Days,  who  throughly  underftood  all 
the  Arts  neceffary  to  promote  Manufactures,  Naviga- 
tion,  and  ufeful  Commerce  s. 

A  s  to  the  Navy ,  which  was  more  particularly  the 

Care  of  the  Crown,  we  find  that  it  frequently  engaged 
the  Attention  of  the  King  himfeif,  as  well  as  of  his 
Minifters.  In  moft  of  our  Naval  Hiftories,  we  have  a 
Lift  of  nine  Ships  added  to  the  Royal  Navy  of  England 
by  this  Prince,  which  Lift  is  taken  from  Sir  William 
Monfon ,  and  ftands  thus  L 


SHIPS. 

Men  in  Harbour. 

Men  at  Sea, 

Reformation. 

9 

250 

Happy  Entrance. 

♦ 

7 

i6p 

Garland. 

7 

i6q 

St.  George. 

9 

250 

Mary  Rofe. 

'  6 

I2Q 

Triumph. 

12 

700 

Swiftfure. 

9 

2 so 

Bonaventure. 

7 

16  0 

St.  Andrew. 

V 

9 

2  SO 

Bur 


s  Such  as,  An  Ellay  of  the  Means  ufeful  to  make  Travel  profit¬ 
able  and  honourable,  by  Thomas  Palmer,  London ,  1 606,  ^to. 
Virginia  richly  valued,  by  Richard  Hakluyt,  London,  1 609,  4to. 
Tne  Planter  s  Plea,  or  the  Grounds  of  Plantations  examined, 
and  Objections  anfwered,  London,  1 620,  ^to.  A  Difcourfe  on 
the  Trade  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  by  Thomas  Mun.  The  Main- 
tainance  of  free  Trade,  by  .George  Malynes,  Merchant,  Lon¬ 
don,  1622,  8vo.  The  Centre  of  the  Circle  of  Commerce,  by 
the  fame  Hand,  London,  1623,  4°-  1  Sir  William  Mon- 

ion’s  Naval  TraCfs,  p.  277,  Lediard’s  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  475. 
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But  that  this  Lift  is  very  defe&ive,  we  may  conclude 
from  hence,  that  there  is  no  Mention  therein  of  the 
greateft  Ship  built  in  this  King’s  Reign,  and  built  too  by 
his  exprefs  Direction;  of  which  we  have  fo  exaft,  and  at 
the  fame  Time  fo  authentic  an  Account,  that  it  may 
not  be  amifs  to  tranfcribe  it. 

*•  This  Year  161,0,  the  King  built  a  mod  goodly 

Ship  for  War,  the  Keel  whereof  was  114  Feet  long, 
«  and  the  crofs  Beam  was  44  Feet  in  length ;  fhe  will 
<c  carry  64  Pieces  of  great  Ordinance,  and  is'of  the  Bur- 
“  den  of  i4QoTons.  This  Royal  Ship  is  double-built,  and 
<c  is  moft  fumptuoufly  adorned,  within  and  without,  with 
<c  all  Manner  of  curious  Carving,  Painting,  and  rich 
<c  Gilding,  being  in  all  refpe&s  the  greateft  and  goodlieft 
w  Ship  that  ever  was  built  in  England ;  and  this  glorious 
“  Ship  the  King  gave  unto  his  Son  Henry  Prince  of 
“  Wales.  The  24th  of  September ,  the  King,  the  Queen, 
<c  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Duke  of  Yerk^  and  the  Lady 
“  Elizabeth ,  with  many  great  Lords,  went  unto  Wool- 
“  wich ,  to  fee  it  launched  5  but  becaufe  of  the  Narrow- 
«  nefs  of  the  Dock,  it  could  not  then  be  launched: 
«  Whereupon  the  Prince  came  the  next  Morning  by 
<c  Three  o’Clock,  and  then,  at  the  Launching  thereof, 
<c  the  Prince  named  it  after  his  own  Dignity,  and  called 
<c  it,  The  Prince.  The  great  Workmafter  in  building  this 
“  Ship,  was  Mafter  Phineas  Pet ,  Gentleman,  fometimp 
«  Mafter  of  Arts  of  Emanuel  College  in  Cambridge  u.” 

I  n  the  fame  Author,  we  have  an  Account  of  thtf 
King’s  going  on  board  the  great  Eajl-India  Ship  of  1209 
Tons,  which  was  built  here,  and  feems  to  have  been  the 


firft 


u  Stowe’s  Annals,  continued  by  Howes,  p.  996, 
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firft  of  that  Size  launched  in  this  Kingdom.  The  King 
called  it,  The  Trade's  Increafe ,  and  a  Pinnace  of  250 
Tons,  which  was  built  at  the  fame  Time,  he  called*  The 
Pepper-Corn  w.  This  fhews  that  he  was  a  Favourer  of 
Navigation  ;  and  though  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay  exaftly. 
What  Additions  he  made  to  the  Engli/h  Fleet,  yet,  from 
fome  authentic  Calculations  I  have  feen,  I  think  I  may 
venture  to  affirm,  that  Queen  Elizabeth's  Ships  of  War 
at  the  Time  of  her  Death,  might  contain  fomewhat 
more  than  16,000  Tons,  and  that  in  the  Days  of  King 
’ "James ,  they  amounted  to  upwards  of  20,000  Tons  *. 
The  King  alfo  granted  a  Commiffion  of  Enquiry,  for 
reforming  the  Abufes  in  the  Navy,  the  Proceedings  up¬ 
on  which,  areftill  prefervedin  the  Cotton-Library  y.  H® 
was  alfo  liberal  to  Seamen,  and  naturally  inclined  to  do 
them  Honour  3  but  as  in  other  Things,  fo  in  this,  he 
was  too  much  governed  by  his  Favourites  z.  Buckingham 
managed  the  Admiralty  very  indifferently,  and  before  his 
Time,  Gundemore  had  perfuaded  King  James  againft 
Reafon,  Law,  the  Inclinations  of  his  People,  nay,  a- 
gainft  his  ownSenfe  of  Things,  to  take  off  the  Head  of 
the  greateft  Man  who  flourifhed  in  his  Reign,  and  of 
whom  I  am  now  particularly  to  fpeak. 

/ 

MEMOIR  S 
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w  Ibid.  jv  994.  x  From  feme  Notes  on  Hakluyt,  MS. 
y  \itellius.  B,  8.  2  Wilfon,  Baker,  Rennet,  Echa/d, 

and  Rapifi, 
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MEMOIRS  of  Sir  WALTER  RA- 
1  LEGH ;  Knight. 

•  r  *  *  *  r.  r  - 

<*  J  •*  i  .  .  ’  , 

A  S  the  Glory  of  this  Gentleman’s  Adlions  were  fuf- 
iicient  to  have  eftablifhed  and  given  Lultre  to  a  Fa- 

**  •  —  *  vV  .V  I*. 

mily,  fo  Ns  Defcent  was  honourable  enough  to  exempt 
him  from  Envy  in  the  Polls  he  by  his  Merit  obtained. 
There  were  feveral  Families  of  the  Name  of  Ralegh  in 
the  Well,  and  three  particularly  which  were  feated  in 

(  -  :  C 

feveral  Parts  of  the  Country,  and  bore  different  Arms. 
That  from  which  this  Gentleman  fprung,  may  be,  and 
indeed  is,  traced  to  the  Reign  of  King  John,  as  the  Ra¬ 
legh:  in  general  are  beyond  the  Conqueft  a.  His  Father 
was  Walter  Ralegh ,  Efq;  of  Ear  del  in  the  County  of 
Devon.  This  Gentleihan  had  three  Wives,  and  Chil¬ 
dren  by  them  all.  The  lalt  was  Catherine  the  Daugh¬ 
ter  of  Sir  Philip  Champernon  of  Modbury ,  and  Relid:  of 
Otho  Gilbert  of  Compton  in  Devon.  Efquire.  By  this  Lady 
Mr.  Ralegh  had  two  Sons ;  Carew,  who  was  afterwards 
knighted,  and  Walter  ;  of  whom  we  are  treating,  as  alfo 
a  Daughter  Margaret ,  who  was  twice  married.  Thus 
it  appears,  that  this  Gentleman  was  Brother  by  the  Mo¬ 
ther’s  fide  to  thofe  famous  Knights,  Sir  John,  Sir  Hum¬ 
phry,  and  Sir  Adrian  Gilbert b. 

He  was  born  in  the  Year  1552,  at  a  pleafant  Farm 
called  Hayes,  leated  in  that  part  of  Devonjhire  which 
borders  on  the  Sea,  and  after  laying  the  Foundations  of 
V°L-  IL  D  Literature 


t  ’  See  fhefe  Points  judicioufly  cleared  by  Mr.  Oldys,  in  his 
Lire  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  p.  4,  r  6.  b 

HmldJofficef  ^Vy’  Ef*  C,arenceux>  MS.  in  the 
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Literature  in  his  own  Country,  was  Tent  to  Oxford  while 
a  very  young  Man;  fince  according  to  the  be  ft  Autho- 
thority  he  was  there  in  1568,  and  foon  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  by  a  Proficiency  in  Learning  far  beyond  his  Age c. 

*  *  '  **"’  ,  *  *  *4 

When  he  came  to,  and  how  long  he'ftaid  in  Oriel-College 
is  not  very  clear;  neither  is  it  Well  made  out,  though 
often  and  very  confidently  aflerted,  that  he  was  after¬ 
wards  of  the  Middle-Temple .  This  we  are  fure  of,  that 
in  1569,  he  in  Company  with  many  young  Gentlemen 

I  *  :9  ' j  1  .  ■ »  -  \  T  •  * v. 

of  good  Families,  and  martial  Difpofitions,  Went  over 
into  Prance ,  as  well  to  inftrudt  themfelves  in  the  Art  of 


War,  as  to  affifl  the  Proteftants  in  that  Kingdom,  then 
grievoufly  opprefled  d.  He  ferved  there  fo me  donficlera- 
.ble  Time,  and  attained  both  Skill  and  Reputation,  The 

1  )  /  <  •;  *>  '  .X 

former  is  evident  from  many  judicious  Obfervations  on 
thofe  Wars,  which  we  meet  with  fcattered  through  his 
Works ;  and  the  latter  is  attefted  by  contemporary  and 
credible  Authors.  It  appears  from  a  Comparifon  of  Fadls 

* '  '»  1  ; 

and  Dates,  that  he  was  fomewhat  more  than  five  Years 
thus  employed,  and  having  ft  ill  an  earned:  Defire  to  im- 
prove  his  military  Skill,  and  an  eager  Third:  for  Glory, 
he  palled  next  into  the  Netherlands ,  where  he  ferved 
likewife  fome  Time  again  ft  the  Spaniards  In  thefe 


TranfaSlions  he  followed,  as  it  was  natural  for  a  young 
Man  to  do,  the  Fafhion  of  the  Times.  France  and  the 
Netherlands  were  in  thofe  Days  the  Schools  of  Mars ;  to 
which  ail  were  obliged  to  go  who  addicted  themfelves 

to 


c  Wood's  A  then,  Gxon.  vok  i.  col.  435.  d  Camden’s 
Annals,  A.  D.  1569.  Jac.  Auguft.  1'haani  hiftoriarum  fui 
ternporis  Tom.  ii.  fob  1626.  lib.  46.  p.  601,  ®  Naunton*s 

Fragment  a  Regalia,  p.  38. 
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to  the  Sword,  and  were  willing  to  find  a  Way  to  Re¬ 
putation,  by  expofing  their  Perfons  in  the  Service  of 
their  Country.  But  whereas  Numbers  were  ruined  by 
this  Courfe,  fuffering  their  Minds  to  be  corrupted  by  the 
Licence  of  Camps,  and  their  Behaviour  to  be  infe&ed 
with  that  fierce  and  boifterous  Humour,  which  fome 
take  for  a  Soldier-like  Freedom  ;  Ralegh  on  the  contrary- 
made  the  true  ufe  of  his  Service  in  a  foreign  Country, 
kicreafed  his  Stock  of  Knowledge  in  all  kinds,  improved 
his  Skill  as  a  Soldier  by  Experience,  and  fo  compleatly 
polifliedhis  manner  of  Addrefs,  that  at  his  Return  he  was 
confidered  as  one  of  the  belt  bred  and  molt  accomplifhed 
Gentlemen  in  England . 

On  Mr.  Ralegh's  Return  to  his  Native  Soil  in 
he  found  his  Brother  Sir  Humphry  Gilbert  engag¬ 
ed  in  a  Defign  of  making  Difcoveries  in  North- America , 
for  which  he  had  obtained  a  Patent j  and  in  the  further¬ 
ance  of  which  he  had  procured  the  Affiftance  of  many 
Friends.  Ralegh  was  much  taken  with  the  Defign,  and 
embarked  in  it  cordially.  When  it  came  to  be  executed, 
many  who  had  been  concerned  drew  back;  but  Mr.  Ra - 
legh  not  only  continued  firm  to  his  Engagements,  but  re¬ 
vived  to  accompany  his  Brother  in  Perfon f.  This  was  but 
an  unfortunate  Undertaking,  and  would  have  frightned  a 
Man  of  lefs  Refolution  than  Ralegh  t  from  venturing  to  Sea 
again;  for  they  not  only  miffed  the  great  Difcoveries 
they  thought  to  have  made,  but  were  attacked  by  the 
Spaniards  in  their  Return;  and  though  they  made  a  very 
gallant  Defence,  had  no  Reafon  to  boaft  of  Succefs, 

^  2  lofing 


offdfm1Uyfl*  P-  173-  Hooker’s  Dedicatic 

©r  ms  l  ranflation  and  Contwiuation  of  the  Iriflx  Chronicles. 
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lofjng  one  of  the  bell  Ships  in  their  fmall  Fleet,  and 
in  it  a  very  gallant  young  Gentleman,  whofe  Name 
wa s  Miles  Morgan  K  From  this  unlucky  Adventure, 
Mr.  Ralegh  arrived  fafe  in  England ,  in  the  Spring  of 
the  Year  1579,  and  had  foon  after  Thoughts  of  ferving 
his  Queen  and  Country  in  Ireland ,  where  his  Holinefs 
and  the  Spaniards  had  fent  Men,  Money,  and  Bleffings, 
to  comfort  and  affift  fuch  as  in  Breach  of  their  Oaths 
would  take  Arms  againft  their  Sovereign,  and  cut  the 
Throats  of  the  Englijh  h. 

It  is  not  very  clear  at  what  Time  our  Hero  croiTed 
the  Seas  ;  but  it  appears  from  indubitable  Authority,  that 
in  1580,  he  had  a  Captain’s  Commiffion  under  the 
Prefident  of  Munjler ,  which  was  then  a  more  honour¬ 
able  Commiffion  than  now,  becaufe  there  were  fewer 
*  1  [ 

Soldiers,  and  confequently  more  Care  was  taken  in  dis¬ 
tributing  Commiffions  K  The  next  Year  Captain  Ra¬ 
legh  ferved  under  the  Noble  Earl  of  Ormonde ,  then  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Uljler ,  a  Man  illuftrious  by  his  noble  Birth, 
and  near  Relation  to  Queen  Elizabeth ;  but  Hill  more 
fo  by  his  Virtues  and  Heady  Adherence  to  his  Duty,  in 
Spight  of  greater  Temptations,  than  any  other  Man 
met  with,  and  by  whofe  Directions  Ralegh  performed 
many  fignai  Services.  The  Spanijh  Succours,  under  the 
Command  of  an  Officer  of  their  own,  and  aflifted  by 
a  choice  Body  of  their  Irijh  Confederates,  had  raifed  and 
fortified  a  Caflle,  which  they  called  del  Ore ,  and  which 
they  intended  fhould  ferve  them  for  a  Place  of  Retreat, 

whenever 

c  f  •  ~  :  *  —  . 

£  See  Captain  Haies’s  Relation  in  Hakluyt,  vol.  iii.  p. 
h  .  Hooker’s  Supplement  to  the  Xrifli  Chronicles,  p.  154. 
1  Cox’s  Ilifory  of  Ireland,  p.  366. 
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whenever  they  found  themfelves  diftrefled,  and  fliould 
a!fo  prove  a  Key  to  admit  frelh  Succours  from  abroad, 
which  they  daily  expedted;  and  for  which  it  was  migh¬ 
ty  well  lituate,  as  Handing  upon  the  Bay  of  Smenvick 
in  the  County  of  Kerry.  The  then  Deputy  of  Ireland , 
Lord  Grey,  was  a  Perfon  of  great  Courage,  and  inde¬ 
fatigable  Induftry,  but  withal  of  a  very  fevere  Temper, 
and  particularly  prejudiced  againft  the  Irijh ,  and  who 
refolved  at  all  Hazards  to  difpoflefs  them  of  this  Fort; 
which  he  accordingly  befieged  with  his  fmall  Army  for 
fome  Time.  In  this  dangerous  Enterprize  Captain  Ra¬ 
legh  had  his  Share,  commanding  often  in  the  Trenches, 
and  contributing  greatly  to  the  Reduction  of  the  Place’ 
which  was  at  lalt  forced  to  furrender  at  Difcretion,  and 
the  Lord-Deputy  diredted  the  greateil  Part  of  the  Garri- 
fcn  to  be  put  to  the  Sword.  This  was  accordingly  exe¬ 
cuted,  though  with  great  Regret,  by  the  Captains  Ra- 
kgb  and  Mackwertb  \  Man y  other  Services  he  perform- 
e  m  Ireland,  of  a  Nature  not  neceiLry  for  me  to  relate 
and  thefe  very  juftly  recommended  him  to  the  Notice 
of  the  Government,  who  in  158  r,  honoured  him  with 
a  j°.nt  Commiffion  to  be  Governor  of  Munfter.  In 
this  Character  he  continued  to  do  the  State  rood  Ser¬ 
vice,  which  were  amply  rewarded  by  the  Grant  of  , 
large  Eftate  in  the  Country  he  had  fubdued  '. 

,  \£T,  a*!'kis  <“are>  and  all  his  Services,  did  not  hin 
f  h™»  Enemies,  end  among*  ’ 

Lort.Depu,y  GrVi  6  ,tat  he  famt  totatcbcen“ 

^  called 

k  See  Mr.  Carte’s  Life  of  the  DuL-p  ^rr\  , 
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called  in  the  latter  End  of  the  fame  Year  to  England , 
where  he  was  quickly  introduced  to  the  Queen’s  No¬ 
tice,  and  by  his  own  Merits  attained  a  large  Share  in  her 
Favour  m;  and  as  he  was  forv/ard  to  diftinguifh  himfelf 
in  all  public  Services  of  Reputation,  fo  on  the  Return 
of  the  Duke  of  Anjou  into  the  Netherlands ,  he  was  one 
of  thofe  who  accompanied  him  out  of  England ,  by  the 
cxprefs  Command  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  and  on  his 
coming  back  into  England  in  1582,  he  brought  over 
the  Prince  of  Orange's  Letters  to  the  Queen  n.  Some 
Months  after  this  he  refided  at  Court,  and  was  honour^ 
ed  with  the  Favour  and  Protection  even  of  contending 
Stateftnen,  who  were  proud  of  lhewing  the  true  Judg^ 
ment  they  made  of  Merit,  by  becoming  Patrons  to  Ra¬ 
legh0.  In  1583,  he  was  concerned  in  his  Brother  Gil¬ 
bert’s  fecond  Attempt,  and  though  he  went  not  in  Per- 
fon,  yet  he  built  a  new  Ship  called  The  Bark  Ralegh , 
and  furnifhed  it  compleatly  for  the  Voyage;  the  unfuc- 
cefsful  End  of  which  it  feemed  to  predict,  by  its  untime¬ 
ly  Return  in  lefs  than  a  Week  to  Plymouth ,  through  a 
contagious  Diftemper  which  feized  on  the  Ships  Crew  p. 
Yet  neither  this  Accident,  nor  the  unfortunate  Lofs  of 
his  Brother  Sir  Humphry ,  which  has  been  heretofore  re¬ 
lated,  could  drive  from  Ralegh’s  Thoughts  a  Scheme 
fo  beneficial  to  his  Country,  as  thefe  Northern  Difcove- 
ries  feemed  to  be.  He  therefore,  digefted  into  Writing 

an  Account  of  the  Advantages  which  he  fuppofed  might 

attend 
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attend  the  Prosecution  of  fuch  a  Defign ;  and  having  laid 
his  Paper  before  the  Council,  obtained  her  Majefty’s 
Letters  Patent  in  favour  of  his  Projeft,  dated  the 
twenty-fifth  of  March  1584  L  By  this  feafonable  Inter¬ 
polation,  he  kept  alive  that  generous  Spirit  of  Searching 
and  planting  diftant  Countries,  which  has  been  ever 

'  y  *• 

fince  of  Such  infinite  Service  to  the  Trade  and  Naviga¬ 
tion  of  England . 

It  was  not  long  before  Mr.  Ralegh,  carried  his  Patent 
into  Execution ;  for  having  made  Choice  of  two  wor¬ 
thy  Commanders,  Captain  Philip  Amadasy  and  Captain 
Arthur  Barlow ,  he  fitted  out  their  Veflels  with  Such 
Expedition,  though  entirely  at  his  own  Expence,  that 
on  the  twenty- Seventh  of  April  following,  they  Set  fail 
from  the  Weft  of  England  for  the  Coaft  of  North - 
America ,  where  they  Safely  arrived  in  the  beginning  of 
the  Month  of  July,  and  took  Pofleffion  of  that  fine 
Country,  which  has  been  fince  So  famous  by  the  Name 
bellowed  on  it  by  Queen  Elizabeth ,  and  not  given  (as  is 
generally  furmifed)  by  Sir  Walter  Ralegh ,  of  VIR~ 
G  INI  A r. 

About  this  Time  he  was  chofen  Knight  of  the 
Shire  for  the  County  of  Devon. s,  and  making  a  confi- 
derable  Figure  in  Parliament,  he  upon  fome  Occafion 
entering  the  Royal  Prefence  in  his  Capacity  as  a  Mem¬ 
ber,  received  the  Honour  of  Knighthood;  but  at  what 
Time  is  not  exactly  known.  In  1585,  Sir  Walter  Ra~* 

D  4  leg  h 


Historical  Account  of  the  Voyages  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh* 
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of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  by  Mr.  Oldys,  p.  25.  s  Notitil  Pas* 
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tegu  fitted  out  a  fecond  Fleet  for  Virginia ,  in  which  he 
had  very  good  Succefs,  his  Ships  in  their  Return  taking 
2  Spanijb  Prize  worth  fifty  thoufand  Pounds  h  He  was 
likewife  concerned  in  Captain  Davis's  Undertaking,  for 
the  Difcovery  of  the  North- Weft  Paffage;  for  which 
Reafon  a  Promontory  in  Davis's  Streights,  was  called 
Mount-Ralegh  \  In  refpedt  to  thefe  .  Public-fpirited, 
and  very  expenfive  Projeds,  the  Queen  was  pleafed  to 
make  him  fome  very  lucrative  Grants;  particularly  two, 
the  firft  of  Wine-Licences w,  and  the  other  of  a  Sig- 
niory  in  Ireland,  confifling  of  12,000  Acres,  which  he 
planted  at  his  own  Expence,  and  many  Years  after  fold 
to  Richard  Rojle,  the  nrft  Earl  of  Cork  x.  Encouraged 
by  thefe  Favours  he  fitted  out  a  third  Fleet  for  Virginia , 
and  two  Barks,  to  cruize  on  the  Spaniards  near  the 
Azores,  which  had  fuch  Succefs,  that  they  were  obliged 
to  leave  many  of  their  Prizes  behind  them*.  This 
good  Fortune  of  his  abroad  was  fo  improved  by  his 
own  prudent  Behaviour  at  home,  that  the  Queen  in 
the  latter  Part  of  the  Year  1586,  made  him  Senefchal 
of  the  Dutchies  of  Cornwall  and  Exeter ,  and  Lord- 
Warden  of  the  Stannaries  in  Devonjloire  and  Cornwall, 
which  Preferments,  though  no  more  than  his  Merit  de- 
ferved,  yet  expofed  him  to  the  Envy  of  fuch  as,  having 
no  Deferts  of  their  own,  defpaired  of  attaining  the  like 
Advantages 

In 


*  Hakluyt,  vol.  iii.  p.  251,  n  Ibid.  p.  101.  w  Mr. 
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In  the  Year  15  87,  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  fitted  out  a 
fourth  Fleet  for  Virginia  at  his  own  Expence  5  and  in 
1588  a  fifth  ;  but  neither  had  any  great  Succefs,  not-' 
withftanding  all  imaginable  Care  was  taken  to  provide 
them  throughly  in  all  refpefts,  and  to  employ  none  in 
this  Service  but  Men  of  Refolution  and  Reputation  a. 
Thefe  Disappointments,  however,  Served  only  to  fhew 
the  Conftancy  of  our  Heroe’s  Temper,  and  the  Firm- 
nefs  with  which  he  purfued  whatever  appeared  to  him 
conducive  to  the  public  Good,  how  little  foever  it 
turned  to  his  private  Advantage.  With  Juftice,  there¬ 
fore,  was  the  wife  Queen  Elizabeth  liberal  to  fuch  a 
Man,  who,  whatever  he  received  from  her  Bounty  with 
one  Hand,  bellowed  it  immediately  in  Adis  glorious  to 
the  Nation  with  the  other. 

When  the  Nation  was  alarmed  with  the  News  of 
the  King  of  Spain's  famous  Armada ,  Sir  Walter  Ralegh 
was  one  of  the  Council  appointed  to  confider  of  Ways 
and  Means  for  repulfing  thofe  Invaders ;  and  his  Appli¬ 
cation  of  his  Thoughts  to  this  important  Quellion,  at 
that  Time,  produced  fuch  a  Scheme,  for  Defence,  as 
may  be  of  the  greatell  Ufe  to  this  Ifland,  while  it  re¬ 
mains  fuch  b.  He  did  not,  however,  confine  himfelf  to  this 
Province  of  giving  Advice  ;  but  as  he  had  often  fitted  out 
Ships  for  his  Country’s  Honour,  and  his  own,  fo  he  now 
did  the  like  for  its  Defence;  and  not  fatisfied  even  with 
that,  he  expofed  alfo  his  Perfon,  among  the  many  noble 
Volunteers,  who  went  to  Sea  on  that  Occafion,  and  per¬ 
formed  fuch  fignal  Services  in  the  Attack  and  Dellrudlion 

of 
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o:  that  rormidable  Fleet,  as  recommended  him  further 
to  the  Queen's  Favour,  who  granted  him  fome  addition¬ 
al  Advantages  in  his  Wine-Office,  which  he  enjoyed 
throughout  her  whole  Reign,  and  was  the  principal 
Source  of  that  Wealth  which  he  employed  fo  much  to 
his  Honour  in  all  public  Services c. 

About  this  Time,  he  made  an  Alignment  of  all 
his  Right,  Title,  and  Intereft  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia , 
to  certain  Gentlemen  and  Merchants  of  London ,  in  hopes 
they  might  be  able  to  carry  on  a  Settlement  there,  more 
fuccefsfully  than  he  had  done.  He  had  already  (pent  up¬ 
wards  of  forty  thoufand  Pounds,  in  his  feveral  Attempts 
for  that  Purpofe  ;  and  yet  it  does  not  appear  that  he 
parted  with  his  Property,  either  out  of  a  Profpedl  of  Gain, 
or  through  an  Unwillingnefs  to  run  any  further  Hazard  * 
for  inftead  of  taking  a  Conlideration,  he  gave  them  at 
the  Time  of  making  the  Affignment,  an  hundred  Pounds 
towards  their  firft  Expences ;  neither  did  he  make  any 
Referve  except  the  Fifths  of  all  Gold  and  Silver  Mines. 
All  his  View  was  to  engage  fuch  a  Nurhber  of  joint- Ad¬ 
venturers,  as  by  their  concurring  Interefts,  and  Induihy, 
might  jftrengthen  his  Infant  Colony,  and  enable  it,  to 
reach  the  End  which  he  had  deligned.  With  the  lame 
View,  he  continued  to  affift  the  Company  with  his  Ad¬ 
vice  and  Pro te 61  ion,  whenever  they  defired  it ;  and  the 
Difficulties  they  ftruggled  with  for  twenty  Years  after, 
fufficiently  (hewed,  that  it  was  not  through  any  Fault 
of  the  Original  Proprietor,  Virginia  did  not  fooner  flou- 
rifn,  and  that  his  Wifdom  and  Prudence  were  no  lefs  to 

bv 
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be  admired  in  this  Difpo&l  of  his  Concern  therein,  than 
his  Courage  and  Conduft  deferved  Applaufe,  in  firft 
fixing  upon  fo  advantagious  a  Spot,  which  has  fmce 
proved  itfelf  worthy  of  all  the  Care  and  Expence  employ¬ 
ed  in  the  Support  of  it d. 

When  a  Propofition  was  made  by  Don  Antonio 
King  of  Portugal,  to  Queen  Phzabeth,  to  affift  him  in 
the  Recovery  of  his  Dominions,  the  Terms  he  offered, 
appeared  fo  reafonable,  that  her  Majefty  was  content  to 
bear  a  Share  in  that  Undertaking,  and  to  encourage  her 
Public-fpirited  Subjefts  to  do  the  reft  e,  Her  Majefty’s 
Quota  confifted  of  fix  Men  of  War,  and  threefcore 
thoufand  Pounds ;  to  which,  the  Adventurers  added  a 
hundred  and  twenty  Sail  of  Ships,  and  between  fourteen 
and  fifteeen  thoufand  Men,  Soldiers  and  Sailors.  In  the 
fitting  out  this  Fleet,  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  was  deeply  con¬ 
cerned,  and  took  a  Share  himfelf  in  the  Expedition,  of 
which  a  large  Account  has  been  given  in  the  former 
Volume f,  and  therefore  there  is  no  need  of  repeating  it 
here  ;  efpecially  fince  we  met  with  no  Particulars,  which 
perfonally  refpeft  Sir  Walter i  worth  mentioning,  except 
it  be  his  taking  fome  Hulks  belonging  to  the  Hanfe 
Towns,  for  which,  he,  together  with  fome  other  Com¬ 
manders,  received  as  a  fpecial  Mark  of  the  Queen  s  Fa¬ 
vour,  a  Gold  Chain*,  The  next  Year  he  made  a  Voy¬ 
age  to  Ireland ,  and  towards  the  latter  End  of  it,  formed 
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a  t=r‘*r;c’  Delign  of  attacking  the  Spaniards  in  the  Weji- 
IndteSy  taking  the  Plate-Fleet  and  lacking  Panama  h. 

This  Enterprize,  like  that  of  Portugal, ,  was  partly 
at  the  Queen’s  Charge,  and  partly  at  that  of  private 
,  Perfons,  among  whom  the  Principal  were  Sir  Walter 
Ralegh,  and  Sir  John  Hawkins ;  the  former  intending 
to  go  in  Perfon  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Fleet, 
which  con  lifted  of  two  of  the  Queen’s  Ships,  and  thirteen 
Sad  befides  *.  Many  Accidents  happened  which  detained 
thefe  Ships  on  the  Englijh  Coaft,  for  twelve  Weeks;  but 
at  laft  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  failed  on  the  6th  of  May  1592 
The  very  next  Day  Sir  Martin  Frobijhcr  followed  and 
overtook  him  with  the  Queen’s  Letter,  to  recall  him  > 
but  he,  thinking  his  Honour  too  deeply  engaged,  con¬ 
tinued  at  Sea,  till  all  hopes  of  Succefs,  according  to  their 
intended  Scheme,  was  loft ;  and  then  returned,  leaving 
the  Command  of  the  Fleet  to  Sir  Martin  Frohijher,  and 
Sir  John  Burgh,  (or  Burrough)  with  Orders  to  cruize 
on  the  Coaft  of  Spain  and  the  Wands.  In  Purfuance 
of  thefe  Orders,  Sir  John  Burgh  happily  made  himfelf 
Mafter  of  the  Madre  de  Dios,  or  Mother  of  God,  one 
or  the  greateft  Ships  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  Portu¬ 
gal,  which  he  brought  fafely  into  Dartmouth,  on  th» 
7th  of  September,  in  the  fame  Year  K  This  is  faid  to 
have  been  the  moft  conliderable  Prize,  till  then,  taken  in 
tlie  War,  and  therefore  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  give  a 

particularAccountof.it.  '  g  * 
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This  Carr  ad  was  in  Burden,  no  lefs  than  1600  Tons, 
whereof  903  were  Merchandize  ;  (he  carried  thirty-two 
Pieces  of  Brals  Ordinance,  and  between  fix  and  feven 
hundred  Pailengers  ;  was  built  with  Decks,  feven  Story, 
one  Main  OrJope,  three  clofe  Decks,  one  Fore-caltle, 
and  a  fpare  Deck  of  two  Floors  a-piece.  According  to 
the  Obfervations  of  Mr.  Robert  Adams ,  an  excellent 
Geometrician,  fhe  was  in  Length,  from  the  Beak-head  to 
the  Stern,  165  Foot  ;  in  Breadth,  near  47  Foot  ;  the 
Length  of  her  Keel,  100  Foot ;  of  the  Main-mall,  121 
Foot ;  its  Circuit,  at  the  Partners,  near  11  Foot  ;  and 
her  Main-yard  106  Foot  h  As  to  her  Lading,  according 
to  the  Catalogue  taken  at  Leadenhall ,  the  15  th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  this  Year,  the  principal  Wares  confilled  of  Spices, 
Drugs,  Silks,  Cailicoes,  Carpets,  Qiiilts,  Cloth  of  the 
Rind  of  Trees,  Ivory,  Porcelane,  or  China-ware,  Ebony  ; 
befides  Pearl,  Mulk,  Civet,  and  Ambergreafe,  with 
many  other  Commodities  of  inferior  Value.  The  Car- 
gaifon  freighted  ten  of  our  Ships  for  London ,  and  was 
by  moderate  Computation,  value  at  a  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  Pounds  Sterling  m.  When  this  Vefiel  was  firlt 
taken,  both  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  and  Sir  John  Hawkins 
judged  it  to  be  worth  four  Times  that  Sum  h;  and  fo  in 
all  Probability  fhe  really  was :  but  in  Spight  of  all  the 
Care  Sir  John  Burgh  could  take,  the  Seamen  embezzled 
a  vail  Quantity  of  valuable  Effefts ;  neither  were  the  Pro¬ 
prietors  in  a  much  better  Scituation  when  Hie  was  brought 
Home.  Sir  William  Monfon  tells  us  the  Reafon,  and  I 

chufe 
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Original  is  ftill  preferved  in  the  HarJeyan  Collection,  Qldys’s 
Life  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  p.  65. 
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ehufe  to  give  it  in  his  own  Words.  cc  The  Queen’s 
“  Adventure,  fays  he,  in  this  Voyage,  was  only  two 
“  Ships,  one  of  which,  and  the  leaft  of  them  too,  was 
u  at  the  taking  the  Carrack  ;  which  Title,  joined  to 
w  her  Royal  Authority,  {he  made  fuch  ufe  of,  that  the 
“  reft  of  the  Adventurers  were  forced  to  fubmit  them- 
“  felves  to  her  Pleafure,  with  whom  flie  dealt  but  indif- 
(C  ferently  V*  Thus  it  appears  from  unexceptionable 
Authority,  that  the  Queen,  and  not  Sir  Walter,  was  moft 
benefited  by  this  Capture  $  and  there  is  Reafon  to  believe 
the  like  happened  upon  other  Occafions,  though  Sir 
Walter  was  generally  left  to  bear  the  Blame. 

i  l  e  Sir  Walter  remained  at  Home,  his  great 
Genius  difplayed  itfelf  in  all  the  Employments  worthy 
of  a  Citizen,  in  a  free  State.  He  {hone  in  the  Senate  as 
a  Patriot,  and  the  Remains  we  have  of  his  Speeches, 
leave  us  in  doubt  which  we  ought  moft  to  admire,  the 
Beauty  of  his  Eloquence,  or  the  Strength  of  his  Under- 
{landing  p.  He  was,  befides,  the  Patron  and  Protestor  of 
learned  Men  ;  the  great  Encourager  of  all  public  Under¬ 
takings,  and  one  of  the  Queen’s  declared  Favourites  at 
Court q.  It  was  here,  that  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  found  him- 
felf  at  a  Lofs.  In  fpight  of  all  his  Wifdom  and  Prudence, 
he  became  enamoured  of  Mrs.  Throckmorton ,  one  of  the 
Queen’s  Ladies  of  Honour,  and  the  Confequences  of 
this  Amour  proved  fuch  as  could  not  be  concealed.  The 
Queen,  though  fhe  had  palled  by  Errors  of  a  like  Na¬ 
ture 


•  Naval  Tra&s,  p.  1 81.  p  Sir  Simonds  D’ewes’s  Journal  of 
Queen  Elizabeth’s  Parliaments,  p.  4.78,  484,  488/490,  &c. 
rtaywood,  Townlhend’s  Hiitoricat  Coiledions,  fol.  6c. 
*  Taunton  s  Fragments  Regalia,  Lloyd’s  State- Worthies. 
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lure  in  Leiccjler  and  EJJex ,  yet  Ihe  punifhed  this  Miftake 
of  Ralegh' 's  very  feverely  :  but  whether  led  thereto  by 
the  Infinuations  of  his  Enemies,  or  from  a  Notion,  that 
the  greater  a  Man’s  Abilities,  the  lefs  his  Offences  deferv- 
ed  Pardon,  I  pretend  not  to  determine  r.  However,  the 
Queen’s  Frowns  wrought  in  this  Refpedt,  a  proper  Re¬ 
formation.  Sir  Walter  meditated  in  his  Retirement,  a 
greater  Defign s  than  hitherto  he  had  undertaken,  while 
in  the  Queen’s  Favour  -3  and  that  was,  the  Difcovery  of 
the  rich  and  fpacious  Empire  of  Guiana ,  a  noble  Coun¬ 
try  in  the  South  of  America ,  which  the  Spaniards  had 
then  only  vifited,  and  to  this  Day  have  never  conquered. 

From  the  Time  he  ffrft  entertained  this  Notion,  he 
made  it  his  Bufinefs  to  collect  whatever  Informations 
might  be  had  relating  to  this  Place,  and  the  Means  of 
entering  it.  When  he  thought  himfelf  as  much  Maf- 
ter  of  the  Subject  as  Books  could  make  him,  he  drew 
up  Inltrudions  for  Captain  Whiddon ,  an  old  experienced 
Officer,  whom  he  fent  to  take  a  View  of  the  Coaff,  and 
who  returned  with  a  fair  Report  of  the  Riches  of  the 
Country,  the  Poffibility  of  difcovering  and  fubduing 
it,  and  the  Treachery  and  Cruelty  of  the  Spaniards 
fettled  in  its  Neighbourhood.  This  fixed  Sir  Walter  in 
his  Refolution  \  and  therefore,  having  provided  a  Squadron 
of  Ships  at  his  own  Expence,  and  thofe  of  his  noble 
Friends,  the  Lord  High-Admiral  Howard  and  Sir  Robert 
Cecily  he  prepared  for  this  Adventure which  he  alfo 
accomplifhed. 


r  Camden's  Annals,  p.  697.  Naunton,  Lloyd,  &c.  s  See 
the  Dedication  prefixed  to  his  own  Difcourie  hereafter  men¬ 
tioned.  I  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  by  Mr.  Oidys,  p.  77. 
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On  the  6th  of  February ,  1595,  he  fet  fail  from  Ply- 
.mouthy  and  arrived  at  the  I  He  of  Frinidadoy  on  the  226 
of  March .  He  there  eafily  made  himfelf  Mailer  of  St. 

a  fmall  City,  and  took  the  Spani/h  Governor, 
Antonio  Boreo ,  Prifoner,  who  gave  him  a  large  Defcrip- 
tion  of  the  neighbouring  Continent,  and  the  Trade  of 
thofe  Parts,  unknown  before  to  the  Englijh „  On  this 
Information,  he  left  his  Ship  at  Frinidado ,  and  with  a 
hundred  Aden,  in  feverai  little  Barks,  made  up  the  River 
Oronoque ,  400  Miles  high,  in  Search  of  Guiana.  Car - 
rapana ,  one  of  the  petty  Kings  of  the  Country,  and 
feverai  others  of  them,  refigned  their  Sovereignties  into 
his  Hand,  for  the  Queen  s  Ufe.  But  the  V^eather  was 
fo  hot,  and  .  the  Rains  fo  violent,  that  he  was  forced  to 
retire  in  as  much  Danger  of  being  borne  down  by  the  rapid 
T01  rents  of  Water,  as  of  his  Enemies.  The  Inhabitant^ 
of  Cum  an  a  ^  refuflng  to  bring  in  the  Contribution  he  af- 
iigned  them  to  pay,  to  fave  the  Town,  he  fired  it,  as 
alfo  Part  of  St.  Adary  s,  and  Rio  de  la  Hacha  $  which 
done,  he  returned,  Home,  with  Glory  and  Riches.  Of 
the  whole  of  his  Proceedings,  the  Manner  of  his  enter¬ 
ing  this  hidden  Country,  and  making  a  farther  Progrefs 
therein  in  a  Month,  than  the  Spaniards  had  done  in  half 
a  Century  ;  of  the  Nature  of  the  Soil,  and  the  Certainty 
of  finding  many  and  rich  Mines  of  Gold,  Sir  Walter 

•  v 

has  left  us  fo  fair,  fo  copious,  and  fo  well-written  a 

■  ■■*•  V  . 

Relation  u,  that  if  his  Subfequent  unfortunate  Voyage 

had 

u  Under  the  Title  of  The  Difcovery  of  the  large,  rich,  and 
beautiful  Empire  of  Guiana,  with  a  Relation  of  the  great  and 
golden  City  Manao,  called  by  the  Spaniards  El  Doradq, 
and  performed  in  the  Year  159^,  by  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  Im¬ 
printed  at  London,  by  Robert  Robinfon,  4  to,  1 596. 
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had  not  thrown  a  Shade  over  fo  bright  a  Profpeft,  we 
could  fcarce  render  a  Reafon  why  Guiana  fhould  not  at 
-  this  Time  have  been  as  throughly  known  to,  and  as 
compleatly  fettled  by,  the  Englijl),  as  Virginia. 

Whatever  might  be  pretended  by  the  deep  and 
cunning  Statefmen  of  that  Age,  as  that  many  Things 
fabulous,  and  more  uncertain,  were  related  in  Sir  Walter's, 
Account,  and  that  it  was  hazarding  too  much,  to  fend 
a  large  Fleet,  well  mann’d,  into  fo  fickiy  a  Climate ; 
whatever,  I  fay,  of  this  Kind,  was  pretended  (as  wife 
Men  will  never  want  Pretences,  even  when  their  Paf- 
fions  incline  them  to  do  weak  Things)  yet  Envy  was 
certainly  the  true  Caufe  why  his  Propofals  were  poftpon- 
ed  at  firft,  and  afterwards,  notwithftanding  all  his  pref¬ 
ling  Solicitations,  rejected w.  Sir  Walter ,  however,  to 
fliew  his  own  entire  Confidence  in  this  Scheme,  and 
perhaps  with  a  View  to  make  Things  fo  plain  that  even 
his  Detractors  fhould  have  nothing  to  object,  fitted  out 
two  Ships  at  his  own  Expence,  The  Delight,  and  The 
Difcoverer,  and  fent  them  under  Captain  Remeys,  who 
had  ferved  in  the  former  Enterprize  to  Guiana,  as  well 
to  make  farther  Inquiries,  as  in  fome  Meafure  to  keep 
his  Woid  with  the  Indians ,  to  whom  he  had  promifed, 
in  the  Name  of  the  Queen  his  Miitrefs,  fuch  Affiftance 
as  might  enable  them  to  drive  away  the  Spaniards ,  who 
were  continually  attempting  rather  to  extirpate  than  fub- 
due  them.  This  Voyage  Kemeys  fuccelsfully  perform¬ 
ed,  and  at  his  Return  publithed  fuch  an  Account  of  his 
Expedition *  *  as  might  have  converted  to  Sir  Walter  Ra- 

Vol.  II.  E  legh’s 

^  -  ■  -  -  ■ 

w  See  Captain  Kemeys’s  Dedication  to  Sir  Walter  Ralegh 

*  A  Fetation  of  the  fecond  Voyage  to  Guiana,  performed  and 
written  m  1596,  by  Lawrence  Kemeys,  Gent.  Hakluyt’s 
Voyages,  vol.  m.  p.  683.  1 
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iegh’s  Opinion  of  Guiana,  all  whom  invincible  Igno¬ 
rance  or  over-weening  Prejudice,  had  not  deftined  to  re¬ 
main  Infidels. 

The  next  important  Expedition  in  which  we  find  Sir 
Walter  engaged  was,  the  famous  one  to  Cadiz ,  where¬ 
in  the  Earl  of  EJJex  and  the  Lord  High-Admiral  Ho¬ 
ward  were  joint  Commanders,  and  Sir  Walter  Ralegh 9 
with  many  other  Perfons  of  great  military  Skill  and  Pru¬ 
dence,  were  appointed  of  their  Council7.  In  the  for¬ 
mer  Volume  we  have  given  a  general  Account  of  the 
Nature  and  Defign  of  this  Expedition,  and  here,  there¬ 
fore,  we  (hall  dwell  only  on  fuch  Particulars  as  more 
immediately  relate  to  the  Gentleman  of  whom  we  are 
fpeaking.  The  Fleet  failed  in  the  Beginning  of  June 
1596,  and  on  the  twentieth  of  the  fame  Month,  they 
arrived  before  Cadiz .  The  Lord  Admiral’s  Opinion 
was  to  attack  and  take  the  Town  fir  ft,  that  the  E?iglijh 
Fleet  might  not  be  expofed  to  the  Fire  of  the  Ships  in  the 
Port,  and  that  of  the  City  and  Forts  adjacent,  at  the  fame 
Time.  The  Council  of  War  which  he  called  upon 
this  Occafion,  concurred  with  him  in  Opinion,  and  fo 
a  Refolution  was  taken  inftantly  to  attack  the  Town  z. 

It  fo  happened  that  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  was  not  at  this 
Council,  and  the  Earl  of  EJJex  was  actually  putting  his 
Men  into  Boats  before  Ralegh  was  acquainted  with  the 
Defign.  As  foon  as  he  knew  it,  he  went  to  the  Earl 
and  protefted  againft  it,  offering  fuch  weighty  Reafons 

for  their  failing  firft  on  the  Galleons,  and  the  Ships  in 

the 


y  Camden’s  Annals,  p.  720.  z  .Sir  William  Mopfon  s 
Naval  Tradts,  p.  184.  Triumphs  of  Naffau,  fol.  187.  Pur¬ 
chases  Pilgrim,  vol  iv.  p.  1929 
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the  Harbour,  that  the  Earl  was  convinced  of  the  Necef- 
fity  of  doing  it,  and  deiired  Sir  Walter  to  difluade  the 
Lord-Admiral  from  landing.  Sir  Walter  undertook  it* 
and  prevailed  with  him  to  confent  that  the  Fleet  fhould 
Frit  enter  the  Port  and  fall  on  the  Spanijb  Galleons  and 
Gallies.  When  he  returned  to  the  Earl  of  EJJex  with 
the  News,  crying  out  aloud  in  his  long  Boat,  entra- 
mos,  the  Earl  flung  his  Hat  into  the  Sea  for  Joy,  and 
prepared  to  weigh  Anchor,  Sir  Walter  gave  the  Lord- 
Admiral  a  Draught  of  the  manner  in  which  he  thought 
heft  to  begin  the  Fight.  Two  great  Fly-Boats  were  to 
board  a  Galleon,  after  they  had  been  fufficiently  batter¬ 
ed  by  the  Queen’s  Ships  of  War;  which  being  agreed 
on,  and  both  the  Generals  perfuaded  to  lead  the  main 
Body  of  the  Fleet,  Ralegh  in  The  Warfpight ,  had  the 
Command  of  the  Van,  which  was  to  enter  the  Harbour, 
and  confilted  of  The  Mary  Rofe,  commanded  by  Sir 
George  Carew,  The  Lyon  by  Sir  Robert  Southwell ,  The 
Rainbow  by  Sir  Francis  Vere,  The  Swiftfure  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Crofs,  The  Dreadnought  by  Sir  Conyers  Clifford , 
and  The  Non-par  eil  by  Mr.  Dudley.  Thefe  were  follow¬ 
ed  by  the  Fly-Boats  and  London  hired  Ships,  Lord  Tho~ 
mas  Howard  leaving  his  own  Ship  The  Mer  Honeur 
to  go  on  Board  the  Non-pareil.  Yet  the  Adtion  did  not 
commence  that  Evening,  becaufe  being  a  Matter  of  great 

Importance,  the  Council  had  not  Time  to  regulate  the 
manner  of  it  exadtly ». 


“  Sir  Walter  Ralegh’s  Relation  of  the  Action  at  Cadi^ 
pubhlhed  by  his  Grandfon  Philip  Ralegh,  Efq-  at  the  Fnd  e 
an  Abridgment  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh^HiSy’  of  tne  W0rid 
1700.  8vo.  Triumphs  of  Naffiiu,  and  Purehas’s  Pilgrim  before- 
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On  the  twenty-fecond  of  June ,  Sir  Walter  weighed 
Anchor  at  break  of  Day,  and  bore  in  towards  the  Spa - 
■nljb  Fleet,  which  had  thus  difpofed  itfelf  to  refill  the 
Attack.  Seventeen  Gallies  were  ranged  under  the  Walls 
of  the  City,  that  they  might  the  better  flank  the  En- 
glijl)  Ships  as  they  entered,  and  hinder  them  from  paf- 
fing  forward  to  the  Galleons.  The  Artillery  from  Fort- 
Philip  played  on  the  Fleet,  as  did  the  Canon  from  the 
Curtain  of  the  Town,  and  fome  Culverins  fcoured 
the  Channel.  When  the  Spanijh  Admiral,  The  St.  Phi¬ 
lip,  perceived  the  Englijh  approaching  under  Sail,  fhe 
alfo  fet  Sail,  and  with  her  The  St.  Matthew ,  The  St. 
Thomas,  The  St.  Andrew ,  the  two  great  Galleafl'es  of 
Lifbon,  three  Frigates,  Convoy  to  their  Plate-Fleet  from 
the  Havana,  two  Argofies,  very  ftrong  in  Artillery,  the 
Admiral,  Vice-Admiral,  and  Rear-Admiral  of  Nueva 
Efpanna,  with  forty  other  great  Ships  bound  for  Mexico , 
and  other  Places.  Of  thefe  The  St.  Philip ,  The  St. 
Matthew,  The  St.  Andrew ,  and  The  St.  Thomas ,  four 
capital  Ships,  came  again  to  Anchor  under  the  Fort  of 
Puntal,  in  a  Streight  of  the  Harbour  which  leads  to 
Puerto-Real.  On  the  Starboard-fide  they  placed  the 
three  Frigates,  behind  them  the  two  Galleafles  of  Eifbon. 
The  Argofies,  and  the  feventeen  Gallies,  they  potted  to 
play  on  the  Englijh  as  they  entered  the  Harbour ;  and 
behind  thefe  the  Admiral,  Vice-Admiral,  and  Rear- 
Admiral  of  New-Spain,  with  the  Body  of  the  Fleet, 
hoping  by  this  great  Strength  to  defend  the  Entrance, 
their  Line  reaching  like  a  Bridge  over  the  Streight  from 
Point  to  Point,  and  was  guarded  by  the  Fort  of  Pun¬ 
tal.  Sir  Walter  in  the  Van'  of  the  Englijh  was  faluted 
by  Fore-Philip,  by  the  Cannon  on  the  Curtain,  and  by 


/ 
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all  the  GalJies  in  good  Order.  Ralegh  fcorned  their  Fire, 
and  anfwered  with  a  Flourifh  of  Frumpets,  without 
difcharging  a  Gun.  The  Ships  that  followed  him  beat 
fo  thick  on  the  Gallies,  that  they  prefently  betook  them 
to  their  Oars,  and  got  up  to  join  the  Galleons  in  the 
Streight.  Sir  Walter  gave  them  feveral  Broad -fides  as 
they  drove  by  him,  and  bore  down  on  ' The  St .  Philip 
and  St .  Andrew ,  as  more  worthy  his  Fire.  The  Lord 
Thomas  Howard  came  to  an  Anchor  by  him;  Sir  Robert 
Southwell  in  The  Lion  did  the  fame  on  the  one  Side,  and 
The  Dreadnought ,  and  The  Mary  Rofe  on  the  other;  Tl:e 
Rainbow  lay  on  Puntal-Sidz:  and  thus  they  cannonad¬ 
ed  each  other  for  three  Hours.  About  ten  o’Clock  the 
Earl  of  Ejffex ,  impatient  to  hear  the  Noife  of  the  Guns 
and  to  be  himfelf  out  of  the  Adlion,  made  through  the 
Fleet,  headed  the  Ships  on  the  Larboard-Side  of  th oWar- 
fpight ,  and  anchored  as  near  Sir  Walter  as  poflible.  Ra¬ 
legh  kept  always  clofeft  to  the  Enemy,  and  flood  lingle 
in  the  Head  of  all.  After  they  had  played  fo  long  on 
the  Capital  Ships,  Sir  Walter  went  in  his  Skiff,  to  the 
Admiral,  deiiring  that  the  Fly-Boats  which  were  pro- 
rnifed  him  might  come  up,  and  then  he  would  board 
the  Enemy;  if  not,  he  would  board  them  with  the 
Queen’s  Ship,  it  being  the  fame  to  him,  whether  he 
funk  or  burnt,  and  one  of  them  woifld  certain! v  be  his 
Fate.  The  Earl  of  EJJex ,  and  the  Lord  Thomas  Ho¬ 
ward  had  affured  him  they  would  fecond  him  b. 

After  a  long  and  defperate  Fight,  Sir  Walter  de- 
fpairing  of  the  Flv-Boats,  and  depending  on  Lord  Etfex 

E  3  v  and 


h  See  the  foregoing  Relations,  and  the  Voyage  to  Cadiz,  m 
Hakluyt’s  Cjlkdion. 
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and  Lord  Thomas  Howard's  Promifes  to  affift  him,  pre¬ 
pared  to  board  the  Spanijh  Admiral ;  which  the  latter 
no  fooner  perceived,  than  fhe,  and  the  other  Capital  Ships 
following  her  Example,  ran  afhore.  The  Admiral  and 
The  St.  Thomas  they  burnt.  The  St.  Matthew ,  and  The 
St.  Andrew  were  faved  by  the  Englijh  Boats  before  they 
took  Fire.  The  Englijh  were  merciful  after  their  Vic¬ 
tory  ;  but  the  Dutch ,  who  did  little  or  nothing  in  the 
Fight,  put  all  to  the  Sword,  till  they  were  check’d  by 
the  Lord  Admiral  and  Sir  Walter  Ralegh.  The  molt 
remarkable  Circumltance  in  this  whole  Affair,  feems  to 
be  the  Difproportion  between  the  Englijh  and  Spanijh 
Force,  there  being  but  feven  Ships  of  the  former  againfl: 
feventy-one  of  the  latter.  This  great  Blow  rendered 
the  taking  of  the  City,  which  followed  it,  the  more  eafy, 
which,  however,  was  performed  rather  by  Dint  of  Va¬ 
lour  than  Conduft,  and  with  fuch  an  Impetuolity,  as 
did  lefs  Honour  to  the  Officers  than  to  the  Soldiers.  Sir 
Walter  Ralegh ,  to  whom  undoubtedly  the  chief  Ho¬ 
nour  of  the  Naval  Victory  was  due,  went  afhore,  though 
he  was  wounded,  in  order  to  have  fome  Share  of  this, 
but  when  he  faw  that  all  Things  were  in  Confufion, 
he  wifely  returned  on  Board  the  Fleet c. 

The  next  Morning  Sir  Walter  fent  to  the  Lord  Ad¬ 
miral  for  Orders  to  follow  the  Spanijh  Weft-India  Fleet 
outward  bound,  lying  then  in  Puerto-Real ,  where  they 
could  not  efcape  him ;  but  in  the  Hurry  and  Confufion 
every  one  was  in  on  taking  the  Town,  this  Opportunity 

was 


c  Camden,  Triumphs  of  Maffau,  Hakluyt’s  Account  of  the 
Cadiz  Voyage,  Vere’s  Commentaries,  p,  3-9,  and  Sir  Walter’s 
own  Account  before-mentioned. 


1 


Sir  WALTER  RALEGH \  sS 

was  flipt,  and  no  Anfwer  fent  to  his  Defire.  In  the  After¬ 
noon  the  Merchants  of  Swill  and  Cadiz  offered  two 
Millions  to  fave  thofe  Ships;  and  while  the  Bargain 
hung,  the  Duke  of  Medina  Sidonia  caufed  all  that  rich 
Fleet  to  be  burnt ;  and  thus  were  the  Galleons,  Gallies, 
Frigates,  Argofies,  and  the  Fleets  of  New-Spain ,  Royal 
and  trading,  continued,  except  The  St.  Matthew ,  and 
The  St.  Andrew ,  in  Pofleffion  of  the  Englijh.  The 
Town  was  very  rich  in  Merchandize  and  Plate.  Many 
wealthy  Prifoners  were  given  to  the  Land-Commanders, 
who  were  enriched  by  their  Ranfom  ;  feme  had  io, 
fome  1 6,  fome  20,000  Ducats  for  their  Prifoners; others 
had  Houfes  and  Goods  given  them,  and  fold  them  to 
the  Owners  for  vaft  Sums  of  Money.  Sir  Walter  got, 
to  ufe  his  own  Words,  a  lame  Leg  and  a  deformed ;  for 
the  refl^  he  either  fpoke  to  late ,  or  ’ twas  otherwife  refolved ; 
he  wanted  not  good  Words ,  yet  had  Poffeffion  of  nought 
but  Poverty  and  Pain d. 

In  their  Return  Home  they  took  Faro  in  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Algarve ;  and  EJJex  propofedfome  other  Enter- 
prizes,  in  which  he  was  oppofed,  and  the  Point  carried 
againft  him  by  the  concurring  Opinions  of  the  chief 
Land  and  Sea-Officers.  Yet  on  his  Return  Effex  pub- 
blifhed  fome  Remarks,  or,  as  he  calls  them,  Objections 
in  Relation  to  this  Voyage,  wherein  (as  Mr.  Oldys  well 
obferves,  and  therein  juftly  cenfures  Sir  Henry  Wotton) 
the  Earl  queftions  every  Body’s  Conduct  but  his  own. 
The  Queen,  however,  taking  Time  to  inform  herfelf, 
made  a  right  Judgment  of  the  whole  Affair;  in  Confe- 

E  4  quence 


4  Camden,  Vere’s  Commentaries,  p.  42,  and  Sir  Walter’s 
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quence  of  which  fhe  paid  a  due  RefpeCt  to  every  Mari*3 
Merit,  and  to  none  greater  than  to  that  of  Sir  Walter 

Ralegh  e. 

Immediately  after  his  Return,  our  Hero  be¬ 
thought  himfelf  of  his  favourite  Projeft,  the  fettling 
Guiana.  In  order  to  further  Difcoveries  which  might 
effectually  lead  thereto,  he  fent  a  dout  Pinnace,  well- 
freighted  with  everyThing  neceflary, under  the  Command 
ol  Captain  Leonard  Berne ,  which* fafely  arrived  there  in 
the  Month  of  March  1597;  and  having  entered  into  a 
friendly  Commerce  with  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Coaft, 
and  learned  from  them  very  particular  Accounts  of  the 
prefent  State  and  Riches  of  the  higher  Country,  they 
returned  again  into  England ,  arriving  fafely  at  the  Port 
of  Plymouth  the  twenty-eighth  of  June  following.  This 
Expedition  feems  to  be  an  indubitable  Proof  of  two 
Things:  firfl,  that  Sir  Walter  himfelf  was  in  earned  in 
this  Difcovery,  otherwife  there  can  be  no  Caufe  align¬ 
ed,  why,  having  fo  many  Matters  of  Importance  upon 
his  Hands,  he  fhould  yet  bufy  himfelf  in  an  Underta¬ 
king  of  this  kind.  Secondly,  it  proves  that  Sir  Walter's 
Hopes  were  as  well  founded  as  it  was  poflible  for  a 
Man?s  to  be,  in  a  Thing  of  this  Nature,  fince  the  Ac¬ 
count  given  us  of  this  Voyage  is  fuch  a  one  as  is  liable  to 
no  jud  Objections f. 

The  next  public  Service  wherein  we  meet  with  Sir 
Walter  Ralegh  is,  that  called  The  IJland-Voyage ,  of 
which  we  have  alfo  given  a  copious  Account  in  our 

former 


c  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  p.  106.  f  See  the  Rela¬ 

tion  of  this  Voyage  by  Mr.  Thomas  Maftiam,  in  Hakluyt,  vol, 
jii.  p.  692. 
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former  Volume.  In  this  Undertaking,  of  which  we 
have  as  full  and  clear  Memorials,  as  of  any  in  the  glo¬ 
rious  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth ,  it  very  plainly  appears, 
that  EJJex  had  the  Command,  and  Ralegh  the  Abilities  > 
which  was  the  true  Reafon  why  the  former  acquired  fo 
little  Honour,  and  the  latter  fo  much  ;  though  with  a 
jefs  jealous  Commander,  he  had  certainly  attained  more. 
Their  Difputes  began  early.  A  Misfortune  fell  out  in 
Ralegh' s  Ship  in  the  Bay  of  Bi/cay ,  which  obliged  him 
to  lie  behind  the  Fleet ;  and  afterwards,  when  this  Acci¬ 
dent  was  repaired,  and  he  came  to  the  Rock  of  Lijbon , 
he  met  with  a  large  Number  of  Ships  and  Tenders, 
which  were  by  him  conduced  to  the  Azores.  This  fignal 
Service,  the  Creatures  of  EJJex^  by  a  fort  of  Logick  in 
which  they  were  well  pradlifed,  conftrued  into  a  high  Of¬ 
fence  ;  for  they  pretended,  that  thefe  Veilels  had  quitted 
the  Genera],  to  wait  on  the  Rear-Admiral ;  but  Sir  Walter . 
having  convinced  the  Earl,  that  thefe  Ships  came  to  the 

Rock  of  Lijbon ,  as  the  Rendezvous  appointed  by  him- 
felf,  and  that  he  finding  them  there,  had  brought  them, 
as  became  him,  to  attend  upon  his  Lordfhip,  EJJex  had 
Senfe  enough  to  be  pacified  for  that  Time2:  but  foon 
after,  Things  went  wrong  again.  It  was  agreed  in  a 
Council  of  War,  that  the  General,  and  Sir  Walter 
Ralegh ,  fhould  land  jointly  on  the  Ifland  of  Fay  all ^  where 
Ralegh  waited  four  Days  for  his  Lordfhip,  and  hearing 
nothing  of  him,  held  a  Council  of  War,  wherein  it  was 
refolved,  by  fuch  as  were  lefs  concerned  for  EJJex’ s  Ho¬ 
nour  than  the  Nation’s  Glory,  that  Sir  Walter  fhould 

attempt 


2  See  the  accurate  Relation  of  all  that  faffed  in  this  Voyage, 
hy  Sir  Arthur  Gorges.  Purchas’s  Pilgrim,  yol.  iy.  p.  1938, 
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attempt  by  himfelf,  what  they  fhould  jointly  have  per¬ 
formed.  This  Refolution  he  executed,  and  fbewed 
therein  as  much  perlbnai  Courage  as  any  private  Soldier, 
and  all  the  Conduct  that  could  be  expected  from  a  very 
wife  and  experienced  Commander ;  fo  that  we  need  not 
bonder  he  met  with  Succefs,  and  did  all  mat  he  design¬ 
ed.  EJftX)  on  his  Arrival,  forgot  the  public  Service,  and 
thought  of  nothing  but  his  own  private  Difgrace,  which 
vexed  him  fo  much,  that  he  broke  feme  of  me  Officers 
who  had  behaved  gallantly  under  Ralegh  ;  and  fome 
Talk  there  was,  of  trying  him,  and  taking  off  his  Head; 
but  at  laft,  by  the  Mediation  of  Lord  Thomas  Howard , 
who  was  Vice-Admiral,  and  Sir  Walter's  condefcending 
to  excufe  his  having  done  fo  much,  before  his  Lordfhip 
did  any  Thing,  Matters  were  made  up  once  again.  The 
cafheered  Officers  were  reftored,  Ralegh  returned  to 
his  Care  of  the  public  Service,  and  EJJex  proceeded  in 
his  Miftakes  h.  In  confequence  of  thefe,  they  milled  the 
Wejl-India  Fleet,  though  Ralegh  had  the  good  Luck  to 
take  fome  Prizes,  the  Produce  of  which  paid  his  Men, 
fo  that  he  loll  neither  Credit  nor  Money  by  the  Voyage. 
On  his  Return,  though  EJJex  found  Means  to  throw 
the  Mifcarriage  of  all  his  pompous  Promifes  on  Sir 
Walter ,  with  the  Mob,  yet  his  Accufations  would  not 
pafs  with  the  Queen,  who  Shewed  Ralegh  more  Favour 
than  ever;  even  though  he  took  lefs  Pains  to  vindicate 
himfelf,  than  perhaps  any  other  Man  would  have  done *. 

The 


h  See  an  excellent  Account  of  this  Affair  by  Sir  Walter  him¬ 
felf,  in  his  Hiflory  of  the  World,  Book  V.  Cap.  i.  Sedl.  ix. 
and  in  the  before-mentioned  Relation.  1  See  Sir  Arthur 
Gorge’s  Account,  before  referred  to,  Vere’s  Commentaries,.  ]x 
65,  66,  67. 
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The  next  Year  we  find  him  again  in  Parliament, 
where  he  diftinguifhed  himfelf,  by  uniting  what  of  late 
have  been  thought  oppofite  Chara&ers ;  the  Patriot,  and 
the  Servant  of  the  Crown,  but  which  he  (hewed  to  be 
very  confident.  By  his  Intereft  with  the  Queen,  he 
procured  fome  griping  Projects  to  be  difcountenanced  ; 
by  his  Weight  in  the  Houfe,  he  promoted  Supplies ;  he 
alfo  obtained  fome  Indulgences  for  the  Tinners  in  Corn - 
wall,  and  fhewed  himfelf,  upon  all  Occafions,  a  ready 
Advocate  for  the  Poor.  In  1599,  when  the  Queen  was 
pleafed  to  fit  out,  in  the  Space  of  a  Fortnight,  fo  great 
a  Navy  as  (truck  her  Neighbours  with  Awe,  Sir  Walter 
was  appointed  Vice-Admiral ;  which  Honour,  though  he 
enjoyed  it  but  a  Month,  yet  was  a  high  Mark  of  the 
Queen’s  Confidence,  fince  at  that  Time,  (he  was  as  appre¬ 
hend  ve  of  Stirs  at  home,  as  of  an  Invafion  from  abroad. 
In  1600,  the  Queen  was  pleafed  to  fend  Lord  Cobham, 
and  Sir  Walter  Ralegh ,  to  the  Dutch ,  and  after  confer¬ 
ring  with  Prince  Maurice  of  NaJJau,  Sir  Walter  returned 
again  about  the  Middle  of  the  Year,  and  a  little  after, 
he  was  by  the  Queen  made  Governor  of  the  Ifland  of 
Jerfey  ;  but  (he  referved  300  Pounds  a  Year  out  of  that 
Government,  to  be  difpofed  of  as  (he  thought  fit k. 

His  next  great  Service  was,  againft  EJJex ,  in  his  In- 
furre&ion  in  the  February  following.  It  would  be  a 
great  deal  befides  our  Purpofe,  to  enter  into  a  long  De¬ 
tail  of  that  perplexed  Affair.  Let  it  fuffice  then,  that  we 
obferve,  after  a  due  Companion  of  what  Contemporary 

Writers 


k  Fife  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  by  Mr.  Oldys,  iz6, 
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Writers  have  left  us  of  this  Matter,  that  Lord  Ejjex  was 
his  own  Enemy,  and  that  he  brought  Sir  Walter's  Name 
upon  the  Carpet,  to  fkreen  his  own  Defigns.  He  gave 
out,  that  the  Caufe  of  his  arming  was  to  defend  him- 
felf  againft  his  perfonal  Enemies,  pretending  that  Cobham 
and  Ralegh  had  contrived  a  Scheme  to  aflaffinate  him  ; 
whereas  Sir  Chrijlopher  Blount  had  made  aPropofal  of  this 
Sort  to  Ejjex ,  with  Refpedt  to  Ralegh ;  and  when  this 
was  judged  impracticable,  advifed  the  propagating  the 
other  Story  to  colour  their  Proceedings,  as  himfelf  con- 
fefled.  When  the  Mifchief  broke  out.  Sir  Walter  did 
his  Duty,  and  no  more  than  his  Duty.  Some,  indeed, 
have  reported,  that,  after  the  Earl  of  EJfex  was  condemn¬ 
ed,  he  prefled  the  Queen  to  fign  a  Warrant  for  his  Exe¬ 
cution  ;  and  that  he  fhewed  a  particular  Pleafure  in  be¬ 
holding  his  Death  :  which  however,  is  not  ftri&ly  true ; 

for  though  he  had  placed  himfelf  near  the  Scaffold,  be¬ 
fore  the  Earl  appeared,  yet  he  removed  from  thence  be¬ 
fore  his  Death,  becaufe  the  People  feemed  to  take  his 
Appearance  there  in  a  wrong  Light  :  but  this  he  after¬ 
wards  repented;  becaufe  when  the  Earl  came  to  die,  he 
exprefl'ed  a  great  Defire  to  have  feen  and  fpoke  to  him, 
from  a  Forefight  of  which.  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  had  taken 
that  Poll.  When  Sir  Chrijlopher  Blount  came  to  die,  he 
actually  begged  Sir  Walter's  Pardon,  and  confefled  the 
Wrong  that  had  been  done  him,  in  the  Reports  fpread 
to  inflame  the  Populace.  et  it  is  certain,  that  even 
this  Confeffion  did  not  quafh  fuch  Reports ;  but  from 
this  T  ime  forward,  Ralegh  had  more  Enemies  than  ever  ; 
and,  which  was  worfe,  the  Queen’s  Succeflor  was  preju* 
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diced  againft  him,  by  fuch  Accounts  as  were  tranfmitted 
to  him  in  Scotland 

In-  the  Summer  of  the  Year  1601,  he  attended  the 
Queen  in  her  Progrefs,  and  on  the  Arrival  of  the  Duke 
de  Biron,  as  Ambaflador  from  France ,  he  received  him, 
by  her  Majefty’s  Appointment,  and  conferred  with  him 
on  the  Subject  of  his  EmbafTy.  In  the  laft  Parliament  of 
the  Queen,  Sir  Walter  was  a  very  adtive  Member,  and 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  upon  all  Occafions,  by  oppofing 
fuch  Bills  as,  under  Colour  of  deep  Policy,  were  contriv¬ 
ed  for  the  Oppreffion  of  the  meaner  Sort  of  People ; 
fuch  as  that  for  compelling  every  Man  to  till  a  third 
Part  of  his  Ground,  and  others  of  a  like  Nature.  Nor 
was  he  lefs  ready  to  countenance  fuch  Laws  as  bore  hard 
upon  the  Rich,  and  even  upon  Traders ;  where  it  was  evi¬ 
dent,  that  private  Intereft  clafhed  with  public  Benefit,  and 
there  was  a  N  eceflity  of  hurting  lome  for  tne  fake  of 
doing  Good  to  all.  This  {hews  that  he  had  a  juft  Notion 
of  Popularity,  and  knew  how  to  diftinguifh  between  dis¬ 
cerning  and  defiring  it.  An  Inflance  of  this  appeared  in 
his  promoting  a  Law  for  the  reftraining  the  Exportation 
of  Ordnance,  which  at  that  Time  was  of  mighty  Ad¬ 
vantage  to  fuch  as  were  concerned  in  the  Commerce, 
but  of  inexpreffible  Detriment  to  the  Nation,  becaufe  it 
was  the  Source  of  the  Enemy’s  Power  at  Sea,  the 
Spanijh  Navy  making  Ufe  of  none  but  Englijh  Cannon. 

In  the  Point  of  Monopolies,  indeed  he  was  not  alto¬ 
gether  fo  clear ;  but  he  fhewed  that  he  made  a  mode¬ 
rate  Ufe  of  the  Grants  he  had  obtained  from  the  Crown, 

and 
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and  offered,  if  others  were  cancelled,  to  furrender  his 
freely  m. 

Up  on  the  Demife  of  Queen  Elizabeth ,  Sir  Walter 
was  not  without  Hopes  of  coming  into  Favour  with  her 
SuccefTor,  whofe  Countenance  he  had  fought  by  various 
Prefents,  and  other  Teltimonies  of  Refpedl,  which  he 
ient  into  Scotland ,  and  from  the  Reception  they  met  with, 
had  no  Reafon  to  fufpedt  that  he  flood  upon  ill  Terms 
with  King  "James  n.  He  was  not  ignorant,  however,  of 
the  Pains  taken  by  EJfex ,  to  infufe  into  the  King’s  Mind, 
Prejudices  againft  him,  which,  however,  he  thought 
to  wear  out  by  affiduous  Service.  On  the  King’s  com¬ 
ing  into  England ,  he  had,  notwithflanding  common  Re¬ 
ports,  frequent  Accefs  to  him,  and  thereby  an  Opportu¬ 
nity  of  difcovering  both  his  Defire  and  his  Capacity  of 
ferving  his  Majefly.  But  he  quickly  found  himfelf  coolly 
treated,  nor  was  he  long  at  a  Lofs  for  the  Reafon.  Sir 
Robert  Cecily  who  had  been  his  Friend  and  AiTociate, 
fo  long  as  they  were  both  in  danger  from  EJJ'exy  fore- 
feeing  that,  if  ever  Ralegh  came  into  King  James's  Con¬ 
fidence,  his  Adminiilration  would  not  lafl  long,  drew 
fuch  a  Character  of  him  to  that  Prince,  as  he  thought 
mofl  likely  to  difguft  him  ;  and  dwelt  particularly  upon 
this,  that  Ralegh  was  a  Martial  Man,  and  would  be  con¬ 
tinually  forming  Proje&s  to  embarafs  him  with  his 
Neighbours  °.  Sir  Walter ,  in  return  for  this  good  Office, 
did  him  another  \  for  he  drew  up  a  Memorial,  wherein 

he 
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he  (hewed  plainly,  that  the  Affeftion  of  the  Cecils  for 
his  Majefty,  was  not  the  Effedt  of  Choice,  but  of  Force  - 
that  in  Reality,  it  was  chiefly  through  the  Intrigues  of  one 
of  that  Family,  his  Mother  loft  her  Head,  and  that  they 
never  thought  of  promoting  his  Succeflion,  till  they  faw 
it  would  take  Place  in  fpight  of  them  p.  This  Memorial 
was  far  from  having  the  Effedts  he  expedted ;  nor  indeed 
would  he  have  expedled  them,  if  he  had  known  King 
James  throughly.  That  timorous  Prince  faw  the  Power 
of  Cecil  at  that  Time,  and  thought  he  had  need  of  it, 
forgetting  that  it  was  the  Effedts  of  his  own  Favour,  and 
fo  became  dependant  upon  him,  as  he  afterwards  was 
upon  Buckingham ,  whom,  for,  many  Years  before  his 
Death,  he  trufted,*  but  did  not  loveq.  This,  with  his 
Averfion  to  all  martial  Enterprizes,  engaged  him  to  turn 
a  deaf  Ear  to  Sir  Walter’s  Propofals ;  and  perhaps  to  do 
more  than  this,  if  we  are  fo  juft  to  Cecily  as  to  fuppofe 
that  he  did  not  afterwards  perfecute  Ralegh  without  a 
Caufe,  I  mean  without  perfonal  Offence  given  to 
Him.  However  it  was,  Ralegh  had  the  Mortification  to 
fee  himfelf,  notwithftanding  the  Pains  he  had  taken,  flight¬ 
ed  and  ill  ufed  at  Court ;  and  this  might  probably  deter¬ 
mine  him  to  keep  Company  with  fome  who  were  in 
the  fame  Situation,  and  who  were  his  intimate  Acquain- 
tance  before  ;  which,  however,  proved  his  Ruinr. 

Among 


p  See  Dr.  Welwood’s  Notes  on  Arthur  Wilfon’s  Hiftory 
of  King  James,  as  it  is  printed  in  Dr.  Kennet’s  compleat 
Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  663,  664.  s  See  the 
Earl  of  Briftol’s  Anfwer  to  the  Articles  of  High-Treafon,  ex¬ 
hibited  againft  him  in  Parliament,  printed  in  Frankland’s  An¬ 
nals  of  King  James,  and  King  Charles,  p.  127,  12S,  129 
r  See  Mr.  Oldys’s  Life  of  Sir  Waiter  Ralegh,  p,  152,  153^ 


64  MEMOIRS  of 

Among  thefe  Companions  of  his  was  Lord  Cobham^ 
a  Man  of  a  weak  Head,  but  a  large  Fortune,  over 
whom  Ralegh  had  a  great  Afcendant,  and  with  whom 
he  lived  in  conftant  Correfpondence.  This  Man,  who 
was  naturally  vain,  and  now  much  difcontented,  had 
an  Intercourfe  with  various  forts  of  People,  and  talked  to 
each  in  fuch  a  Stile  as  he  thought  would  be  moft  agree¬ 
able  to  them.  In  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  he  had 
conferred  with  the  Duke  of  Aremberg ,  a  Flemijh  No¬ 
bleman  in  the  King  of  Spain's  Service,  and  who  was 
now  in  England  as  Ambaffador  from  the  Arch-Duke;  but 
in  Truth,  with  a  View  to  negotiate  a  Peace  with  Spain 
With  him  Cobh  am  renewed  his  Acquaintance,  and  in  his 
Name  propofed  giving  Sir  Walter  a  Sum  of  Money,  if 
inftead  of  oppofing,  as  he  had  hitherto  done,  he  would 
forward  that  Peace s.  In  the  mean  Time,  fome  Popifh 
Priefts,  and  other  difcontented  Perfons,  had  framed  a 
Plot  againft  the  King  and  Royal  Family,  which  was  to 
be  executed  by  feizing,  if  not  deftroying  the  King  and 
his  Children,  and  with  fome  of  thefe  People  Gobha?n 
alfo  had  an  Intercourfe,  by  the  Means  of  his  Brother 

Mr.  Brooke .  This  lad  Treafon  being  difco vered,  and 

✓ 

traced  to  the  Perfon  juft  now  mentioned,  there  grew  a 
Sufpicion  of  Cobham ,  and  in  Confequence  of  his  Inti¬ 
macy  with  Ralegh ,  fome  Doubts  alfo  as  to  him.  Upon 
this,  they  were  all  apprehended,  and  Cobham ,  who  was 
a  timorous  Man,  was  drawn  in  to  charge  Sir  Walter 
with  feveral  Things  in  a  Confeflion  h  The  Enemies 
of  Ralegh  contrived  to  blend  thefe  Treafons  together, 

though 


s  Arraignment  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  p.  97.  4  See  the 

whole  Proceedings  in  the  State -Trials,  vol,  i. 
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though  they,  or  at  leafl  Cecil,  knew  them  to  be  diftindt 
Things;  and  fo  he  Hates  them  in  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Win - 
wood,  wherein  he  (hews  his  Diflike  to  Sir  Walter  lia - 
legh,  and  his  Senfe  at  the  fame  Time  of  the  Want  of 
any  real  Evidence  which  might  affedt  him;  however, 
what  was  deficient  in  Proof,  was  made  up  in  Force  and 
Fraud,  The  Priefts,  Watfon  and  Clerk,  were  firft  tried 
and  convicted ;  fo  was  Mr.  George  Brooke ,  who  had  been 
their  Aflbciate:  and  on  the  feventeenth  of  November 
1603,  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  was  tried  at  Winchejler ,  and 
convicted  of  High-Treafon,  by  the  .Influence  of  the 
Court,  and  the  bawling  Billing fgate- Eloquence  of  the 
Attorney-General  Coke ,  without  any  Colour  of  Evi¬ 
dence  u.  This  is  that  Treafon  which  was  fo  juftly 

flighted  in  his  Days,  and  which  has  fo  much  perplexed 
ours. 


That  there  was  really  no  Truth  in  what  was 
alledged  again  ft  Sir  Walter,  may  be  proved  to  a  Demon- 


ftration,  if  we  confider,  that  all  the  Evidence  that  was 
ever  pretended,  in  Relation  to  his  Knowledge  of  the  fur- 
prizing  Treafon,  or  Plot  to  feize  the  King  and  his  Fa¬ 
mily,  was  the  Hearfay  Teftimony  of  George  Brooke , 
that  his  Brother  Cobh  am  fliould  fa  y,  L’hat  it  would  never 
be  well  until  the  Fox  and  Cubbs  were  taken  off \  and  af¬ 


terwards,  fpeaking  to  this  Brooke,  that  he,  Lord  Grey,  an 
others  were  only  on  the  Bye,  but  Ralegh  and  himfelf  wei 
on  the  Main,  intimating,  that  they  were  only  trufted  wit 
leffer  Matters,  but  that  the  Capital  Scheme,  before-mer 

VoL-  IL  F  done 
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tioned,  was  concerted  between  him  and  Sir  Walter 
Yet  when  Brooke  came  to  die,  as  he  did  defervedly,  up- 
his  own  Confeffion,  he  recalled  and  retraced  this  Cir- 
cumftance,  owning,  that  he  never  heard  his  Brother 
make  ufe  of  that  Phrafe  about  the  Fox  and  Cubbs  x9 
which  takes  away  confequently  the  other  Story  ground¬ 
ed  upon  it :  and  this  we  have  upon  the  beft  Authority 
that  can  be,  that  of  Lora  Cecil,  afterwards  Earl  of  Sa - 
UJbury ,  himfelf,  who  commends  Brooke  for  {hewing  this 
Remorfe  in  his  laft  Moments  y.  Thus  out  of  his  Ca¬ 
pital  Enemy’s  Mouth.  I  have  proved  the  Innocence  of 
Sir  Walter  Ralegh ,  who  conftantly  and  judicioufly  at 
his  Trial,  diftinguiftied  between  the  furprizing  Treafoti 
and  the  Conferences  with  Aremberg.  The  former  he  de¬ 
nied  the  lead  Knowledge  of ;  but  as  to  the  latter,  owned 
that  Cobham  had  talked  to  him  of  a  large  Prefent,  in 
cafe  he  would  be  for  a  Peace  with  Spain,  and  com¬ 
plained  of  the  Hardfhip  of  dying  for  having  once  heard  a 
vain  Man  fay  a  few  idle  Things  z. 

Though  the  Law  made  no  Diftinftion  between 
Sir  Walter  Ralegh  and  the  reft  who  were  involved  in 
this  Treafon,  yet  the  King  made  a  great  deal,  for  he 
never  figned  any  Warrant  for  his  Execution  but  on 
the  contrary,  projected  that  ftrange  Tragi-Comedy  of 
bringing  the  two  Lords  Cobham  and  Grey,  with  Sir  Grif¬ 
fin  Markham ,  to  the  Block,  and  then  granting  them  a 
Reprieve,  purely  to  difcover  the  Truth  of  what  Cobham 

had 


w  See  Sir  Thomas  Oyerbury’s  Copy  of  Sir  Walter's  Ar¬ 
raignment  ,  p.  12.  x  Win  wood’s  Memorials,  vol.  ii,  p.  8. 
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had  alledged  again#  Ralegh ,  and  what  might  be  drawn 
by  the  Fright  of  Death  from  the  other  two b.  As 
all  this  brought  forth  nothing,  the  King  laid  afide 
all  Thoughts  of  taking  away  his  Life;  and  if  Ra¬ 
legh  laboured  fome  Time  under  an  Uncertainty  of  this, 
it  ought  to  be  attributed  rather  to  the  Malice  of  his  po¬ 
tent  Ad  verfaries,  than  to  any  evil  Intention  in  the  King, 
of  which  I  difcern  no  Signs,  and  of  the  contrary  to 
which  Sir  Walter  himfelf  in  his  Letters,  feems  to  be 
pofitive c.  Neither  do  I  fay  this  with  any  View  of  ex- 
cufing  King  James ,  but  purely  out  of  Refpedl  to 
Truth,  and  that  it  may  appear  how  dangerous  a  Thing 
it  is  to  live  under  a  Prince  who  fuffers  himfelf  to  be  abfo- 
iutely  direfted  by  his  Miniftry ;  fince  not  only  the  Vices 
of  fuch  a  Monarch  are  deftrudtive,  but  even  his  Virtues 
ufelefs. 

In  the  Month  of  December ,  Ralegh  was  remanded 
to  the  Tower ,  and  upon  the  Petition  of  his  Wife,  was 
allowed  the  Confolation  of  her  .Company,  and  by  De¬ 
grees  obtained  ftill  greater  Favours ;  for  the  King  was 
pleafed  to  grant  all'  the  Goods  and  Chattels,  forfeited  to 
him  by  Sir  Walter's  Conviction,  to  Truftees  of  his  ap¬ 
pointing,  for  the  Benefit  of  his  Creditors,  and  of  his 
Lady  and  Children  d.  In  a  reafonable  Space,  his  Eftate 
followed  his  Goods ;  and  now  he  began  to  conceive 
himfelf  in  a  fair  Way  of  being  reftored  to  that  State 
from  which  he  had  fallen.  In  this,  however,  he  was 
much  miftaken,  for  a  new  Court-Favourite  arifing,  who 
had  a  Mind  to  enrich  himfelf  by  fuch  kind  of  Grants, 

F  2  he 
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he  difcovered  a  Flaw  in  the  Conveyance  of  Ralegh’s 
Eilate  to  his  Son,  which,  being  prior  to  the  Attainder* 
gave  the  Crown  a  Title  Paramount  to  that  which  was 
underilood  to  be  therein,  when  the  Forfeiture  was  grant¬ 
ed,  back  to  Ralegh .  Upon  an  Information  in  the  Court 
of  Exchequer ,  Judgment  was  given  for  the  Crown,  and 
the  Effect  of  that  Judgment  was  turned  to  the  Benefit 
of  the  Favourite,  who  in  1609  had  a  compleat  Grant 
of  all  that  Sir  Walter  had  forfeited  e.  This  Courtier 
was  Sir  Robert  Carr ,  afterwards  fo  well  known  to  the 
World  by  the  Title  of  Earl  of  S omerfet ,  to  whom  Sir 
Walter  wrote  an  excellent  Letter,  wherein  he  Hated  the 
Hardfliip  of  his  own  Cafe  without  Bitternefs,  expoftu- 
lated  freely,  and  yet  inoffenfively,  about  the  Wrong 
done  him,  and  entreated  the  Favourite’s  Compaffion* 
without  any  unbecoming  Condefcenfion  f.  All  this, 
however,  fignified  nothings  Sir  Walter  loft  his  Eftate, 
but  not  his  Hopes. 

He  fpent  a  great  Part  of  his  Confinement  in  writing 
that  noble  and  immortal  Monument  of  his  Parts  and 
Learning,  The  Hiflory  of  the  World ;  wherein  he  has 
(hewn  that  he  confulted  the  wife  Rule  of  Horace ,  and 
fixed  upon  fuch  a  Subject  as  fuited  with  his  Genius,  and 
under  which,  if  we  may  guefs  from  former  and  fubfe- 
quent  Attempts,  any  Genius  but  his  muft  have  funk. 
Fie  likewife  devoted  a  Part  of  his  Time  to  Chymiftry,  to 
rational  and  ufeful  Chymiftry,  wherein  he  was  no  lefs 
fuccefsful,  difcovering  that  noble  Medicine  in  malignant 

Fevers 


e  A  brief  Relation  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh’s  Troubles,  p.  7. 
f  Printed  bom  a  MS.  in  Mr.  Oldys’s  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
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Fevers,  which  bears  the  Name  of  his  Cordial ,  though 
I  think  it  is  now  doubtful,  whether  the  true  Receipt  of 
it  be  Hill  preferved  or  not  g.  Eefides  thefe,  he  turned 
his  Thoughts  on  various  other  Subjedts,  all  beneficial  to 
Mankind,  and  in  that  Light  worthy  of  Sir  Walter  Ra¬ 
legh.  Of  thefe  Treatifes  many  are  printed;  fome  are 
Hill  preferved  in  MS.  and  not  a  few,  I  doubt,  are  lofL 
The  Patron  of  his  Studies  was  Prince  Henry ,  the  Glory 
of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart ,  the  Darling  of  the  Britijh  Na¬ 
tion  while  he  lived,  and  the  Objedl  of  its  fincere  and 
univerfal  Lamentation,  by  his  untimely  Death.  After 
his  Demife  Sir  Walter  depended  chiefly  upon  the  Queen, 
in  whom  he  found  a  true  and  lleady  Protedlrefs,  while 
the  Earl  of  Somerfef  s  Power  lafted,  whofe  Hate  was 
chiefly  detrimental  to  Ralegh ;  for  the  King  trufted  him 
now,  as  he  had  Salijhury  before,  with  implicit  Confidence, 
even  after  he  had  loft  his  Affedtion  :  but  he  by  an  intem¬ 
perate  Ufe  of  his  Authority  having  rendered  himfelf  ob¬ 
noxious  to  the  Law,  Sir  Walter  faw  him  his  Companion 
in  the  Tower ,  and  his  Eftates  once  more  in  the  Hands  of 
the  Crown  h.  His  Enemy  thus  out  of  the  Court,  Sir 
Walter  was  able  to  obtain  the  Favour  he  had  been 
long  feeking,  which  was  after  thirteen  Years  Confine¬ 
ment,  to  get  out  of  the  Tower \  not  to  lead  a  lazy  and 

F  3  indolent 


g  See  an  excellent  and  copious  Account  of  his  Writings  in 
the  Life  before-cited.  Dr.  Quincy,  in  his  Difpenfary,  p.  44^, 
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indolent  Life  in  Retirement,  for  which,  though  cruelly 
fpoiled  by  his  Enemies,  he  yet  wanted  not  a  reafonable 
Provifion;  but  to  fpend  the  latter  Part  of  his  Days,  as  he 
had  fpent  the  firft,  in  the  Purfuit  of  Honour,  and  in  the 
Service  of  his. Country j  or,  as  he  himfelf  has  with  great 
Dignity  exprefTed  it  in  a  Letter  to  Secretary  Winwood , 
by  whofe  Intereft  chiefly  this  Favour  was  obtained.  To 
die  for  the  King,  and  not  by  the  King,  is  all  the  4m~ 
hition  I  have  in  the  World  h 

The  Scheme  he  had  now  at  Heart  was  his  old  one, 
of  fettling  Guiana ;  a  Scheme  worthy  of  him,  and 
which,  as  he  firft  contrived,  fo  he  as  conftantly  profecu- 
ted.  We  have  feen  how  many  Voyages  he  encouraged 
thither  in  the  Days  of  Queen  Elizabeth ,  when  confi* * 
dering  the  many  great  Employments  he  enjoyed,  one 
would  have  thought  his  Mind  might  have  been  other* 
wife  occupied ;  and  indeed  fo  it  muft  have  been,  if  he 
had  not  been  throughly  perfuaded,  and  that  too  upon 
the  beft  Evidence  in  the  World,  his  own  Eye-fight  and 
Judgment,  that  this  was  the  richeft  Country  in  the 
World,  and  the  worth  left  of  being  fettled,  for  the  Be¬ 
nefit  of  Britain .  This  Perfuafion  was  fo  ftrong  upon 
him,  that  during  his  Confinement  he  held  a  conftant  In* 
tercourfe  with  Guiana ,  fending  at  his  own  Charge  every 
Year,  or  every  fecond  Year,  a  Ship,  to  keep  the  Indians 
in  Hopes  of  his  performing  the  Promife  he  had  made 
them  of  coming  to  their  Afliftance,  and  delivering  them 
from  the  Tyranny  and  Cruelty  of  the  Spaniards ,  who 
pow  epcroached  upon  them  again,  In  thefe  Ships  were 

brought 
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brought  over  feveral  Natives  of  that  Country*  with 
whom  Sir  Walter  converfed  in  the  Tnver,  and  from 
whom,  queftionlefs  he  received  the  clem  eft  and  moil  di- 
ftinft  Intelligence  of  the  Situation  and  Richnefs  of  the 
Mines,  that  he  could  poffibiy  defire  k.  U.pon  thefe  In¬ 
formations,  he  offered  the  Scheme  for  profecuting  his 
Difcovery  to  the  Court  three  Years  before  he  undertook 
it  in  Perfon;  nor  was  there  then  any  Doubts,  either  as 
to  the  Probability  of  the  Thing,  or  as  to  its  Lawfuln efs, 
notwithstanding  the  Peace  made  with  Spain;  otherwife 
the  King  would  not  have  made  fuch  Grants  as  he  did, 
even  at  that  Time :  which  thews  that  he  was  then  con¬ 
vinced  Sir  Walter  had  in  his  firft  Voyage  difcovered,  and 
taken  Pofleffion  of  that  Country  for  the  Crown  of 
England and  that  confequently  his  Subjedts  were  juftly 
entitled  to  any  Benefits  that  might  accrue  from  this  Dif¬ 
covery,  without  the  lead:  Refpedt  had  to  the  Pretenfions 
of  the  Spaniards l.  It  may  alfo  deferve  our  Notice,  that 
at  the  Time  Sir  Walter  firft  moved  the  Court  upon  this 
Subject,  the  Spanijb  Match  was  not  thought  of:  but  the 
Wants  of  King  James  were  then  great,  and  he  may 
reafonably  be  prefumed  to  have  at  this  Time  placed  as 
great  Hopes  in  this  Difcovery,  as  he  did  afterwards  in  that 
Match;  though  when  he  came  to  idolize  this  Projedl 
afterwards,  he  grew  fomewhat  out  of  Conceit  with 
Sir  Walter’ s,  fo  that  if  he  had  pleafed  he  might  for 
700  /.  have  had  an  ample  Pardon,  and  Leave  to  relin- 
quifh  his  Voyage :  but  he  remaining  firm  to  his  Pur- 
pofe*  and  the  King  feeling  his  Neceffities  daily  in- 

F  4  creafe 
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creafe,  was  yet  willing  that  he  fliould  proceed  in  his  En¬ 
terprise,  in  hopes  of  profiting  thereby,  without  lofing 
the  Profpedl  he  then  had  of  concluding  the  Spanijh 
Match;  Such  was  the  Situation  of  Sir  Walter ,  and  fuch 
the  Difpofition  of  the  Court,  when  he  obtained  Leave 
to  execute  his  Defign,  and  was  empowered  by  a  Royal 

Commiflion,  (but  at  the  Expence  of  himfelf  and  his 
Friends)  to  fettle  Guiana  m. 

It  has  been  a  great  Difpute,  amongft  Writers  too  of 
fome  Eminence,  what  fort  of  a  Commiflion  that  was, 
with  which  Sir  Walter  was  trufled.  According  to  fome, 
it  fhould  have  been  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England , 
and  dire&ed  To  our  trufty  and  well-beloved  Sir  Walter 
Ralegh^  Knight n  ;  according  to  others,  and  indeed  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Account  given  by  King  James  himfelf, 
it  was  under  the  Privy  Seal,  and  without  thofe  Expref- 
iions  of  Trult  or  Grace0.  To  end  this  Difpute,  I  have 
confulted  the  moft  authentic  Collection  we  have  of 
public  Tnftruments,  and  there  I  find  a  large  Commiflion 
to  Sir  Walter  Ralegh ,  which  agrees  with  that  in  the  De¬ 
claration  p,  and  is  dated  the  26th  of  Augujl ,  in  the  14th 
Year  of  the  King’s  Reign  over  England ,  and  over  Scot¬ 
land  the  50th.  It  islikewife  faid  to  helper  breve  de  privato 
Sigillo  ;  yet  I  think  that  it  is  not  impoflible  it  might  pafs 
both  Seals,  and  I  apprehend  the  Conjedture  is  warranted 

by 
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by  an  Expreffion  in  one  of  Sir  Walter's  Letrers  How¬ 
ever,  the  Commiffion  was  certainly  a  legal  Commiffion, 
and  though  the  formal  Expreffions  of  Grace  and  Trull 
are  omitted,  yet  the  Powers  granted  him  are  very  ex- 
tenfive  in  themfelves,  and  as  ftrongly  put  as  Words 
can  exprefs ;  fo  that  Sir  Walter  had  all  the  Reafon 
imaginable  to  conceive  that  this  Patent  implied  a  Pardon. 
By  one  Claufe,  he  is  conllituted  General  and  Command¬ 
er  in  Chief  of  this  Enterprize.  By  another,  he  is  ap¬ 
pointed  Governor  of  the  new  Country  he  is  to  fettle ; 
and  this,  with  ample  Authority.  By  a  third,  he  has  a 
Power  rarely  intruded  with  our  Admirals  now,  that  of 
exercifing  Martial  Law,  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  the  King’s 
Lieutenant-General  by  Sea  or  Land,  or  any  of  the 
Lieutenants  of  the  Counties  of  England  had.  It  is  im- 
poffible  therefore  to  conceive,  that  when  this  Com- 
miffion  was  granted,  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  was  looked  up¬ 
on  as  a  condemned  Man,  or  that  the  Lords  of  the  Privy 
Council,  or  Lord  Privy  Seal,  could  think  it  reafonable 
for  the  King  to  grant  fuch  full  Power  over  the  Lives  of 
others,  to  one  who  had  but  a  precarious  Title  to  his 
own  ;  and  therefore  I  think  that  Sir  Francis  Bacon's  O- 
pinion,  when  Sir  Walter  confulted  him,  whether  it  would 
not  be  advifeable  for  him  to  give  a  round  Sum  of  Money 

for  a  Pardon  in  common  Form,  anfweredlike  an  honed 

/ 

Man,  and  a  found  Lawyer :  Sir ,  the  Knee-Timber  of 
your  Voyage  is  Money  :  Spare  your  Purfe,  in  this  particu¬ 
lar  ,  for  upon  my  Life  you  have  a  fufficient  Pardon  for  all 
that  is  paft  already ,  the  King  having  under  his  Broad  Seal, 

mads 


%  Oldys’s  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  p.  193. 
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made  you  Admiral  of  your  Fleet,  and  given  you 
Power  of  the  Martial  Law  over  your  Officers  and, 
Soldiers r. 

It  is  now  Time  for  us  to  enquire  what  Force  this 
Gentleman  had,  when  he  failed  upon  this  Expedition ; 
for  it  appears  clearly  by  the  King’s  Commiffion,  that  the 
whole  Expence  of  the  Undertaking  was  to  be  defrayed 
by  him  and  his  Friends :  which  thews,  how  fmcere  Sir 
Walter  mull;  have  been  in  this  Matter,  efpecially  if  we 
conlider,  that  he  veiled  his  whole  Fortune  therein,  and 
even  prevailed  upon  his  Wife  to  fell  her  Eftate  at 
Mitcham ,  for  the  promoting  this  Delign  ;  in  the  Iffiue  of 
which,  he  interefted  alfo  all  his  Friends ;  and  how  ex- 
tenfive  his  Influence  in  this  Kind  was,  the  following  Lift 
of  his  Fleet  will  fufficiently  inform  us.  Firft  then,  was 
the  Admiral,  a  fine,  new,  flout  Ship,  built  by  Ralegh 
himfelf,  called.  The  Dejliny,  of  the  Burden  of  440 
Tons,  and  carrying  36  Pieces  of  Cannon.  On  board 
it  were  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  General,  and  his  Son  Walter 
Captain,  belides  200  Men,  whereof  80  were  Gentle¬ 
men- Voluntiers  and  Adventurers,  moft  of  them  Sir 
Walters,  Relations j  which  Number  was  afterwards  en- 
creafed.  Second,  The  Jafon  of  London,  240  Tons, 
and  25  Pieces  of  Ordnance,  Captain  John  Pennington 
Vice-Admiral,  80  Men,  one  Gentleman  and  no  more. 
1  bird,  The  Encounte t ,  160  ’Tons,  iy  Pieces  of  Ord¬ 
nance,  Eawar d  Hajhngs  Captain,  [no  Men  more,  ex¬ 
cept  the  Mailer,  mentioned]  but  he  dying  in  the  Indies, 
was  Succeeded  in  the  Command  by  Captain  Whitney. 

Fourth^ 

—————— —  „ _ 

1  Howd’s  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  371. 
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Fourth,  The  Thunder ,  150  Tons,  20  Pieces  of  Ord¬ 
nance,  Sir  Warham  Sentleger  Captain,  6  Gentlemen, 
60  Soldiers,  and  10  Land-men.  Fifth,  The  Flying  Joan , 
120  Tons,  14  Pieces  of  Ordnance,  John  Chidley  Cap¬ 
tain,  25  Men.  Sixth,  The  Southampton ,  80  Tons,  6 
Pieces  of  Ordnance,  Zfcy/y  Captain,  25  Mariners, 
2  Gentlemen.  Seventh,  The  Page ,  a  Pinance,  25 
Tons,  3  Rabnets  of  Brafs,  James  Barker  Captain,  8 
Sailors.  But  before  Ralegh  left  the  Coaft  of  England , 
he  was  joined  by  as  many  Ships  more  s  fo  that  his  whole 
Fleet  confifted  of  thirteen  Sail  belides  his  own  Ship.  And 
though  we  cannot  be  fo  particular  in  the  remaining  Part, 
we  may  yet  learn  thus  much  of  it ;  that  one  Ship,  na¬ 
med  The  Convertine ,  was  commanded  by  Captain  Key- 
mis  ;  another,  called  The  Confidence ,  was  under  the 
Charge  of  Captain  Woolafion  \  there  was  a  Shallop,  na¬ 
med  The  Flying  Hart ,  under  Sir  John  Feme ;  two 
Fly-Boats,  under  Captain  Samuel  King ,  and  Captain 
Robert  Smith ;  and  a  Caravel ,  with  perhaps  another, 
named  The  Chudley ,  belides  s. 

With  Part  of  this  Fleet,  Sir  Walter  failed  from  the 
Thames  on  the  28th  of  March ,  1617  5  but  it  was  the 
Month  of  July ,  before  he  left  Plymouth ,  with  his  whole 
Fleet :  after  which,  he  was  forced  to  put  into  Corky 
through  Strefs  of  Weather,  and  remained  there  till  the 
19th  of  Augufi .  On  the  6th  of  September ,  he  made 
the  CanarieSy  where  he  obtained  fome  Refrelhments, 
and  an  ample  Certificate  from  the  Governor,  that  he  had 
behaved  with  great  Juftice  and  Equity.  Thence  he  pro¬ 
ceeded 

— y— — — I  II  II  fa— wammm  n  ibi  n  ■Tirnwyirii.inriWMiiiiniw  in„  i, 
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ceeded  to  Guiana ,  where  he  arrived  in  the  beginning  of 
November.  He  was  received  there  with  the  utmoft  Joy 
by  the  Indians,  who  not  only  rendered  him  all  the 
Service  that  could  be  expefled  from  them,  but  would 
have  perfuaded  him  to  end  all  his  Labours  by  remain¬ 
ing  there,  and  taking  upon  him  the  Sovereignty  of  the 
Country  ;  which,  however,  he  refufed.  His  extreme 
Sicknefs  hindered  him  from  undertaking  the  Difcovery  of 
the  Mine  in  Perfon,  and  obliged  him  to  intruft  that  impor¬ 
tant  Service  to  Captain  Key  mis.  For  this  Purpofe,  he 
ordered,  on  the  4th  of  December ,  five  fmall  Ships  to  fail 
into  the  River  Orenoque  ;  aboard  thefefive  Vefiels,  were 
five  Companies  of  fifty  Men  each  ;  the  firft  command¬ 
ed  by  Captain  Parker ,  the  fecond  by  Captain  North , 
the  Third  by  Mr.  Ralegh ,  the  fourth  by  Captain  Pri~ 
deux ,  the  filth  by  Captain  Chidley  1 ,  Key  mis,  who  was 
to  conduct  them,  intended  to  have  gone  to  the  Mine 
with  only  eight  Perfons?  which  Sir  Walter  thought  too 
great  a  Hazard,  and  therefore  wrote  him  the  following 
Letter. 

“  KE  TMIS ,  whereas  you  were  refolved,  after  your 
Arrival  into  the  Orenoque ,  to  pafs  to  the  Mine  with 
cc  my  Coufin  Herbert  and  fix  Mufqueteers,  and  to 
“  that  end,  dcfired  to  have  Sir  John  Feme's  Shallop  5  I 
<£  do  not  allow  of  that  Courfe,  becaufe  you  cannot  land 
46  fo  fecretly,  but  that  fome  Indians  on  the  River-fide 
“  may  difcover  you,  who  giving  Knowlege  thereof  to 
the  Spaniard ,  you  may  be  cut  off  before  you  recover 

your  Boat.  I  therefore  advife  you  to  fuffer  the  Cap- 

*• 

44  tains 
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«  tains  and  Companies  of  the  Engli/b  to  pafs  up  Weft- 
“  ward  of  the  Mountain  Aw,  from  whence  you  have 
“  no  lefs  than  three  Miles  to  the  Mine,  and  to  encamp 
“  between  the  Spanijh  Town  and  you,  if  there  is  any 
“  Town  near  it ;  that  being  fo  fecured,  you  may  make 

cc  Trial  what  Depth  and  Breadth  the  Mine  holds,  and 
<c  whether  or  no  it  will  anfwer  our  Hopes.  And  if 
«  you  find  it  royal,  and  the  Spaniards  begin  to  war  up- 
«  on  you,  then  let  the  Serjeant- Major  repel  them,  if  it 
««  is  in  his  Power,  and  drive  them  as  far  as  he  can  :  but 
«  if  you  find  the  Mine  is  not  fo  rich  as  to  perfuade 
«  the  holding  of  it,  and  it  requires  a  fecond  Supply,  then 
«  fhall  you  bring  but  a  Baiicet  or  two,  to  fatisfy  his 
«  Majefty  that  my  Defign  was  not  imaginary  but 
“  true,  though  not  anfwerable  to  his  Majefty’s  Expec- 
«  tation ;  for  the  Quantity  of  which  I  never  gave  Af- 
«  furance,  nor  could.  On  the  other  Side,  if  you  fhall 
“  find  any  great  Number  of  Soldiers  are  newly  fent  into 
<c  the  Orenoque,  as  the  CaJJitjue  of  Caliana  told  us  there 
«  were,  and  that  the  Paffages  are  already  enforced,  fo 
“  as  without  manifeft  Peril  of  my  Son,  yourfelf,  and 
“  the  other  Captains,  you  cannot  pafs  towards  the  Mine ; 
«  then  be  well  advifed  how  you  land,  for  I  know  (that 
«  a  few  Gentlemen  excepted)  what  a  Scum  of  Men 
«  you  have  ;  and  I  would  not,  for  all  the  World,  re- 
«  ceive  a  Blow  from  the  Spaniard  to  the  Difhonour  of 
“  the  Nation u.” 

In  Obedience  to  this  Order,  Captain  Keymis  landed  his 
Men  in  the  Night,  fomewhat  nearer  the  Mine  than  he 

intended 


"  Ibid.  p.  2i. 


78  MEMOIRS  of 

intended.  They  found  prefently,  the  Spaniards  had  No¬ 
tice  of  their  coming,  and  were  prepared  to  receive  them. 
They  fnot  at  the  Englijh  both  with  their  great  and  fmall 
Shot,  and  the  Spaniards  being  the  AggreiTors,  the  Englijh 
landed,  drove  them  to  the  Town,  entered  it  with  them, 
and  plundered  it.  Mr.  Ralegh ,  the  General’s  Son,  was 
killed  in  the  Aflion ;  he  himfelf  ftaid  at  Trinidado ,  with 
the  other  Ships,  refolving  rather  to  bum,  than  yield,  had 
the  Spanijh  Armada  attacked  him.  Captain  Key  mis  made 
up  the  River  with  his  Veflels ;  but  in  moft  Places  near 
the  Mine,  he  could  not  get  within  a  Mile  of  the  Shore, 
the  River  was  fo  /hallow  ;  and  where  they  could  have 
made  a  Defcent,  Vollies  of  Mufket-fhot  came  from  the 
Woods  on  their  Boats,  and  Key  mis  did  not  proceed  to 
the  Mine,  faying  in  his  Excufe,  that  the  Englijh  could 
not  defend  St.  ’Thomas ,  the  Town  they  had  taken;  that 
the  Pafiages  to  the  Mine  were  thick  and  unpaflable 
Woods,  and  that  fuopofing  they  had  difcovered  the  Mine, 
they  had  no  Men  to  work  it.  For  thefe  Reafons  he  con¬ 
cluded  ’twas  beft  not  to  open  it  at  all.  The  Spaniards 
themfelves  had  feveral  Gold  and  Silver  Mines  near  the 
Town,  which  were  ufelefs  for  want  of  Negroes  w.  At 
Keymis’s  Return,  Raleigh  told  him,  he  had  undone  him, 
and  wounded  his  Credit  with  the  King,  part:  Recovery  j 
which  Reproach  affedted  him  fo  deeply,  that  he  went  in¬ 
to  his  Cabin,  from  whence,  foon  after,  the  Report  of 
a  Piftol  was  heard.  Upon  a  Boy’s  going  in,  and  a/king 
whether  he  knew  whence  it  proceeded,  he  faid,  he  fired 

It 


See  Ralegh’s  Letter  to  his  Lady  in  his  Remains,  p.  jyS. 
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it  himfelf,  becaufe  it  had  been  long  charged.  About  two 
Hours  after,  he  was  found  dead,  with  a  great  deal  of 
Blood  under  him ;  and  upon  fearch,  it  was  difcovered, 
he  had  firft  fhot  himfelf,  and  the  wound  not  proving 
mortal,  he  had  thruft  a  Knife  after  the  Ball x.  Sir  Walter , 
when  he  heard  his  Son  was  flain,  faid,  he  mattered  not 
the  lofing  a  hundred  Men,  fo  his  Reputation  had  been 
laved.  He  was  afraid  of  the  King’s  Difpleafure,  and  with 
Grief  and  Sicknefs  brought  very  low  in  his  Health.  He 
is  blamed  for  not  going  up  the  River  himfelf,  which  his 
Indifpofition  would  not  fuffer  him  to  do.  Nine  Weeks 
was  Key  mis  fearching  the  River,  all  which  Time  his 
Mailer  jftaid  at  Punt  a  de  Gallo ,  nearer  Death  than  Life :  yet 
the  Misfortunes  and  Difappointment  he  met  with,  did  not 

alter  his  Refolution  of  returning  home,  though  feveral  of 

* 

his  Men  were  for  landing  and  fettling  themfelves  at  New¬ 
foundland;  others  were  for  going  to  Holland ;  but  the  major 
Part  of  his  Company  were  of  his  own  Opinion,  to  come 
back  to  England ,  happen  what  would  :  fo,  rather  like  a 
Prffoner  than  General,  he  arrived  with  his  leaky  Ships, 
firft  at  Kinfale>  in  Ireland ,  and  then  at  Plymouth  r. 

Immediately  after  his  coming  to  Ireland ,  a  Pro¬ 
clamation  iflued,  fetting  forth  the  King’s  Difapprobation 
of  Sir  Walter’s  Condudt,  and  requiring  fuch  as  wer« 
acquainted  with  any  of  the  Particulars,  relating  either 
to  his  Scheme,  or  to  his  Practices,  fhould  give  Information 
of  them  to  the  Councel.  This  Proclamation  was  dated 
the  nthof  June  z,  and  though  it  pretends  to  refer  to 


x  See  Ralegh/s  Apology,  p.  59.  and  Howe/s  Letters. 
'y  Ralegh's  Apology,  and  King  James’s  declaration.  2  Ry- 
mer’s  Faedera,  Tom.  xvii.  p.  92. 
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Sir  Walter's,  Commiffion,  yet  it  plainly  mentions 
Things  which  are  not  to  be  found  there.  In  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Month  of  July,  Sir  Walter  landed  at 
Plymouth ,  and  hearing  of  this  Proclamation,  refolved  to 
furrender  himfelf ;  but  as  he  was  on  the  Road  to  Lon - 
don  %  he  was  met  by  Sir  Lewis  Stucley ,  Vice-Admiral 
of  Devonfhire ,  and  his  own  Kinfman,  whom  the  Court 
had  made  choice  of  to  bring  him  up  a  Prifoner  b.  This 
Man  appears  to  have  acted  very  deceitfully,  for  he  either 
fuggefted,  or  at  lead:  encouraged,  a  Defign  Sir  Walter 
had  framed  for  making  his  Efcape,  and  when  he  had  fo 
done,  he  bafely  betrayed  him.  It  was  then  objedled  to 
Sir  Walter ,  that  he  meant  to  convey  himfelf  to  France , 
and  had  actually  entered  into  fome  unjuftifiable  Corref- 
pondence  with  the  French  King  ;  but  in  Reality,  Sir 
Walter  intended  to  have  gone  again  to  Guiana ,  in  order 
to  efface  the  Memory  of  his  late  Mifcarriage,  by  a  hap¬ 
pier  Undertaking c.  On  his  fecond  Apprehenfion,  he  was 
carried  to  the  Tower ,  from  whence  it  was  already  fettled 
he  fhould  never  be  releafed  but  by  Death.  It  was  the 
Earneftnefs  of  the  Spani/b  Court,  by  their  Inflrument 
Count  Gondomar ,  produced  this  Heat  in  the  Englijh 
Councils  d,  and,  yet  if  we  ftri&ly  confider  the  Matter, 
we  fhall  find  that  the  Violence  with  which  the  Spani/k 
Court  drove  this  Profecution,  is  one  of  the  ftrongeft 

Proofs 


a  See  Captain  King’s  Narrative  a  MS.  quoted  by  Mr.  Oldys. 
b  Stucley  s  Petition  and  Information,  touching  his  own  Be¬ 
haviour  in  the  Charge  of  bringing  up  Sit  Walter  Ralegh, 
4to*  1618.  Camden’s  Annals  of  King  fames,  A.  D.  1618. 
c  See  Sir  Walter  Ralegh’s  Dying-Speech.  d  For  this  the 

Reader  may  fmd  numerous  Authorities  in  Oldys's  Life  of  Sir 
Walter  Ralegh,  p.  210. 
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Proofs  that  can  be  alledged  in  favour  of  Sir  Walters 
Scheme  ;  for  if  Guiana  was  a  Place  of  no  Confequence, 
why  were  they  fo  uneafy  about  it  ?  If  Sir  Walter  had 
been  no  more  than  a  Projector,  who  fought  to  reftore 
his  own  broken  Fortunes  by  fleecing  other  People,  as 

the  Calumnies  of  thofe  Times  fuggefted,  why  was  he 
not  let  alone?  TThe  more  Expeditions  he  had  made,  the 
more  clearly  his  Folly  would  have  appeared,  and  the 
greater  Advantage  the  Spaniards  would  have  reaped  from 
its  Appearance;  becaule  it  would  have  dilcountenanced 
all  fucceeding  Projeds :  but  by  thus  contriving  to  mur¬ 
der  him,  they  mult,  in  the  Opinion  of  every  impartial 
Judge,  raife  the  Credit  of  his  Projea,  though  they 
might  frighten  People  at  that  Time  from  carrying  it  in¬ 
to  Execution.  In  fhort,  the  Spaniards  knew  what  Sir 
Walter’s  Friends  believed:  the  latter  confided  in  him; 
the  former  were  pofitive  as  he  was,  becaufe  they  knew 
by  Experience,  that  Guiana  was  rich  in  Gold,  and  that, 
if  it  was  once  throughly  fettled  by  the  Englijh,  there 
would  be  an  End  of  their  Empire  in  the  Weji-Indies  «. 
But  to  return  to  Sir  Walter. 

Vo L.  II.  G  T-r 


'r  ,Thcis  1  .h«*  Z™  Reafon  to  fay,  having  confuted  many 
ot  the  Spamlh  Writers  while  I  was  ccmpofing  the  fhort  Hif- 
t°ry  of  Spanish  America.  Francis  Coreal,  one  of  the  bell 
and  la  tell  Spanilh/1  ravellers,  acknowleges  this  Countrv  to  be 
very  rich;  and  in  the  Map  printed  with  his  Travels,  the  Place  is 
marked  where  the  Lake  of  Parima  and  the  City  ©fManoa  are 
fuppofed  to  be;  and  in  the  French  Tranflation  printed  at  Amfler- 
dam  in  .722,  Sir  Walter  Ralegh’s  Voyage  to  Guiana  is  added 
as  a  neceflkry  Supplement  Alfo  in  Sanfon’s  Map,  the  Lake 

of  Parima  and  the  City  of  Manoa  are  both  vifible  ;  fo  that  if 
what  is  reported  of  them  be  fabulous,  yet  the  Opinion  is  not 
hitherto  exploded.  In  De  Lille’s  Maps  they  are  mentioned 
for  I  have  confuted  feveral;  and  what  is  more,  there  are  Mines 

rf  whith  to  «  Hill  fc. 
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It  was  not  eafy,  though  his  Death  was  already  de¬ 
creed,  to  find  a  Way  to  take  his  Life.  His  Condudl  in 
his  late  Expedition,  how  criminal  foever  in  the  Eyes  of 
the  Court,  was  far  from  being  fo  in  the  Sight  of  the 
Nation;  and,  though  Judges  could  be  found  who  might 
pronounce  it  Felony  or  Treafon,  yet  at  that  Time  of 
Day  it  was  not  eafy  to  meet  with  a  Jury  who,  taking 
this  upon  Trull,  would  find  him  guilty.  The  Com- 
miflioners,  therefore,  who  had  been  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  Matter,  and  who  had  over  and  over  examined 
him,  finally  reported,  that  no  Ground  of  Legal  Judg¬ 
ment  could  be  drawn  from  what  had  palled  in  this  late 
Expedition  f:  Upon  this,  it  was  refolved  to  call  him 
down  to  Judgment  upon  his  former  Sentence,  which 
was  accordingly  done,  with  all  the  Circumllances  of 
Iniquity  and  Brutality  that  can  be  well  conceived.  He 
was  taken  out  of  his  Bed  in  the  hot  Fit  of  an  Ague, 
and  fo  brought  to  the  Bar  of  the  Court  of  King's- Bench, 
where  Sir  Henry  Montague ,  then  Chief  Juftice,  ordered 
the  Record  of  his  Convidlion  to  be  read,  and  then  de¬ 
manded,  what  he  had  to  offer  why  Execution  fhould 
not  be  awarded  ?  To  this  Sir  Walter  pleaded  his  Com- 
miffion,  which  was  immediately  over-ruled:  then  he 
would  have  jullified  his  Condudl  in  Guiana ,  but  that 
the  Court  would  not  hear;  and  fo  Execution  was  award¬ 
ed,  and  the  King’s  Warrant  for  it  produced,  which 
had  been  figned  and  fealed  before-hand  That  this 
Judgment  was  illegal,  and  that  Sir  Walter  wras  really 
murdered,  has  been  often  faid,  and  I  believe  feldom 

doubted; 


f  Howell’s  Letters,  vol.  it .  p,  372. 
Tom.  xvii.  p,  1 1 5. 
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doubted ;  but  I  think  it  has  not  been  made  fo  plain  as  it 
might  be,  and  therefore,  in  Gratitude  to  his  Memory  I 
will  attempt  it,  by  (hewing,  that  the  Judgment  was 
abfolutely  illegal,  as  well  as  it  was  manifeftly  iniquitous. 

It  is  a  Maxim  in  our  Law,  that  The  King  can  do  no 
Wrong ;  and  molt  certain  it  is,  that  no  King  can  do  le¬ 
gal  Wrong ,  that  is  to  fay,  can  employ  the  Law  to  un¬ 
juft  Purpofes.  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  after  his  Conviction 
was  dead  in  Law,  and  therefore,  if  King  James’s  Corn- 
million  to  him  had  not  the  Virtue  of  a  Pardon  what 
was  it  ?  Did  it  empower  a  Dead  Man  to  aft,  and  not 
only  to  aft,  but  to  have  a  Power  over  the  Lives  and 
Eftates  of  the  Living?  It  either  conveyed  Authority ,  or 
it  did  not.  If  it  did  convey  Authority,  then  Sir  Walter  was 
capable  of  receiving  it',  that  is,  he  was  no  longer  dead  in 
Law,  or,  in  other  Words,  he  was pardoned.  If  it  con¬ 
veyed  no  Authority ,  then  this  was  an  Ad  of  legal 
Wrong.  I  cannot  help  the  Blunder;  the  Abfurdity  is  in 
the  Thing,  and  not  in  my  Expreffion.  A  Com  million 
"under  the  Privy,  if  not  under  the  Great  Seal ,  granted  by 
the  King  with  the  Advice  of  his  Council,  to  a  dead  Man ; 
or,  to  put  it  otherwife,  a  lawful  Commijfion  given  to  a 
Man  dead  in  Law,  is  Nonfenfe  not  to  be  endured ;  and 
therefore  to  avoid  this,  we  muft  conceive  as  Sir  Francis 
Bacon,  and  every  other  Lawyer  did,  that  the  Commif- 
lion  included  a  Pardon.  Indeed  the  fame  Thing  may  be 
made  out  in  much  fewer  Words.  Grace  is  not  fo  ftrong 
a  Mark  of  Royal  Favour  as  Trujl ;  and  therefore,  where 
the  latter  appears,  the  Law  ought,  and  indeed  docs,  pre- 
fume  the  former.  This  Judgment,  therefore,  did  not  on¬ 
ly  murder  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  but  in  this  Inftance fubverted 
the  Conjlhution ,  and  ought  to  be  looked  upon,  not  only  as 


/ 
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an  Aft  of  the  bafeft  Proftitution,  but  as  the  mod  fla¬ 
grant  Violation  of  Juftice  that  ever  was  committed. 

A  s  the  Method  of  bringing  him  to  his  Death  was 
violent  and  unjuft,  fo  the  manner  was  hafty  and  inhu¬ 
man.  The  very  next  Day,  being  Tburfday  the  29th 
of  October,  and  the  Lord-Mayor’s  Day,  Sir  Walter  was 
carried  by  the  Sheriff's  of  Middlefex  to  fuffer  in  the  Old 
Palace-Yard.  We  have  many  Accounts  of  his  Death, 
and  particularly  one  written  by  Doftor  Robert  “Tounfon , 
then  Dean  of  Weftminjler ,  afterwards  Bifliop  of  Salis¬ 
bury,  who  a  (lifted  him  in  his  laft  Moments h.  He  tells 
us,  that  he  had  a  Contempt  of  Death,  which  furprized 
this  Divine,  who  expoftulated  with  him  thereupon.  Sir 
Walter  told  him  plainly,  that  he  never  feared  Death, 
and  much  lefs  then,  for  which  he  blefled  God  ;  that  as 
to  the  manner  of  it,  though  to  others  it  might  feem 
srievous,  yet  for  himfelf  he  had  rather  die  fo  than  in  a 
burning  Fever.  That  this  was  the  Eff'eft  of  Cbriftian 
Courage:  he  convinced  the  Doftor  then,  and  I  think ,  fays 
lie,  all  the  Spectators  at  his  Death.  He  Paid  nothing  as 
to  the  old  Plot,  but  juftified  himfelf  fully  as  to  what 
had  been  lately  objefted  againft  him.  The  Doftor  ha¬ 
ving  put  him  in  Mind  of  the  Earl  of  Effex,  he  faid, 
that  Lord  was  taken  oft  by  a  Trick;  which  he  tOid  the 

Doftor  privately,  but  is  not  fet  down  by  him.  Sir 

,  Walter 


fl  This  Account  is  contained  in  a  Letter  from  Dean  Toun¬ 
fon  to  Sir  John  Ilham  of  Lamport  in  Northamptonflure,  da¬ 
ted,  Weftmirfter-College,  Nov.  9,  1618,  which  is  lhlJ  preserv¬ 
ed  in  the  Family.  The  Dean  fays,  a  very  particular  Account 
of  ail  that  paffed  at  Sir  Walter’s  Death  was  written  by  one 
Mr.  Craford,  and  defigned  for  the  Prefs  htmfell,  having  read 
and  approved  it;  but  whether  this  ever  was  publimed,  i  cannot 

fey. 
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Walter  eat  his  Breakfaft  heartily  that  Morning,  fmoaked 
his  Pipe,  and  made  no  more  of  Death,  fays  my  Author, 
than  if  he  had  been  to  take  a  Journey  k  On  the  Scaf¬ 
fold  he  converfed  freely  with  fome  of  the  Nobility,  who 
were  there  to  fee  him  die;  juftafied  himfelf  cleaily  ficm 
all  Imputations,  and  like  a  Man  of  true  Honour,  vindi-^ 
cated  his  Loyalty,  even  to  that  pufillanimous  Prince, 
who  thus  facrificed  him  to  the  Spaniards  k.  Dean  Toun - 
fin  obferves,  that  every  Body  gave  Credit  to  what  Sir 
Walter  faid  at  his  Death,  which  rendered  Sir  Lewis  Stuc - 
ley ,  and  the  Frenchman  who  betrayed  him,  extremely 
odious.  As  to  the  latter,  I  know  not  what  became  of 
him;  but  as  to  the  former,  he  was  catched  in  Whitehall 
clipping  the  Gold  bellowed  upon  him  for  this  infamous 
Adi,  tried  and  condemned  for  it,  and  having  ilripped 
himfelf  to  his  Shirt,  to  raife  wherewith  to  purchafe  a 
Pardon,  he  went  to  hide  himfelf  in  the  Ifland  of  Lundy  y 
where  he  died,  both  mad  and  a  Beggar,  in  lefs  than  two 

Years  after  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  k 

This  End  had  our  illuftrious  Hero  when  he  had 
lived  hxty-fix  Years m.  We  have  infilled  too  long  upon 
his  Life  to  be  under  any  Neceffity  of  dwelling  upon  his 
Charadler,  of  which  he  who  would  frame  a  right  Opi¬ 
nion  mull  confider  attentively  his  Adlions  and  his  Wri- 

G  3  tings' 


i  See  an  Account  of  his  Death  at  the  End  of  Sir  Thomas 
Overbury’s  Arraignment  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  as  alfo  joined 
to  his  Remains;  but  the  Particulars  above-mentioned  are  in 
Dean  Tounfon’s  Account.  k  The  mod  accurate  Copy  of 
this  Speech  is  in  Mr.  Oldys’s  Life  of  Sir  Waiter  Ralegh,  p.  228. 

1  Aulfcus  Coquinariae,  p.  94-  Frankland’s  Annals  of  King  James 
and  King  Charles  I.  p.  32.  Howell’s  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  372. 
Camden’s  Annals  of  King  James,  A.  D.  1620.  m  Prince’s 
Worthies  of  Devon. p.  539,  &c,  Camden's  Annals, A.  D.  i6itlf 
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tings.  He  raifed  himfelf  to  Honour  while  living,  and 
has  fecured  an  endlefs  Reputation  after  Death,  by  a  Se¬ 
izes  of  noble  and  generous  Atchievements  he  afted  in 
very  different  Capacities,  and  excelled  in  all.  He  diflin- 
guifhed  himfelf  as  a  Soldier  by  his  Courage,  by  his 
Conduct  as  a  Commander;  a  bold  Sailor,  a  hearty 
Friend  to  Seamen,  and  yet  no  Admiral  maintained  bet¬ 
ter  Difcipline  ;  a  wife  Statefman,  a  profound  Scholar,  a 
learned  and  withal  a  practical  Philofopher.  In  Regard 
to  his  private  Life,  a  beneficent  Mailer,  a  kind  Husband, 
an  affeftionate  Father,  and  in  refpeft  to  theWorld  a  warm 
Friend,  a  pleafant  Companion,  and  a  fine  Gentleman. 
In  a  Word,  he  may  be  truly  ftiled  the  Englijh  Xenopbon\ 
for  no  Man  of  his  Age  did  Things  more  worthy  of  be¬ 
ing  recorded,  and  no  Man  was  more  able  to  record  them 
than  himfelf;  infomuch,  that  we  may  fay  of  him,  as 
Scaliger  did  of  Ccefar ,  That  he  fought  and  wrote  with 
the  fame  inimitable  Spirit.  And  thus  I  take  my  Leave  of 
one,  whom  it  is  impoffible  to  praife  enough. 

A  s  to  the  other  Seamen  of  Note  in  this  Reign,  they 
are  either  fuch  as  have  been  already  fpoken  of,  or,  living 
alfo  in  the  next,  may  more  regularly  be  mentioned  there. 
I  fhall,  therefore,  conclude  this  Chapter  with  obferving, 
that  the  Death  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  was  fo  diftafteful 
an  Aft  to  the  whole  Nation,  that  the  Court,  to  wipe  off 
the  Odium,  thought  proper  to  publifh  a  Declaration n, 
wherein,  as  it  was  pretended,  the  true  Motives  and  real 
Caufes  of  his  Death  were  contained.  But  this  Piece  was 

fo  far  from  anfwering  the  End  for  which  it  was  fent 

abroad. 


n  A  Declaration  of  the  Demeanour  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh* 
Knt.  4to,  1618. 
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abroad,  that  it  really  ferved  to  juftify  Sir  Walter ,  even 
beyond  his  own  Apology  °.  After  this.  King  James 
granted  a  new  Commiffion  for  fettling  Guiana ,  which 
fhews  his  abfolute  Senfe  of  our  having  a  Right  to  it  pr 
and  demonftrates  alfo  the  Falfehood  of  that  Report,  that 
Sir  Walter  devifed  his  Settlement  of  Guiana  only  to  re¬ 
pair  his  Lofles  through  his  Imprifonment.  In  other  Cafes 
the  King  was  kind  enough  to  fuch  as  projected  Difco- 
veriesand  Settlements;  but  taking  all  Things  in  the  Lights 
his  feveral  Favourites  fet  them,  he  was  fometimes  dilato- 
ry,  and  always  unlleady.  As  to  Buckingham's  Manage¬ 
ment,  within  whofe  Province,  as  Lord-High- Admiral 
thefe  Things  principally  lay,  we  fliall  be  obliged  to  treat 
of  it  in  the  next  Chapter,  to  which  it  is  Time  we  fliould 
proceed. 


°  Francis  Ofborne’s  Traditional  Memoirs  of  King  James. 
P  About  a  Year  after  Sir  Walter's  Death,  King  James  granted 
a  Commiffion  to  Capt.  Roger  North,  to  fettle  a  Colony  in 
Guiana,  Mr.  Oidys’s  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  p.  223. 
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CHAP.  II. 

The  Naval  Hijlory  cf  GRE AT-BRITAIN 
under  the  Reign  of  Charles  I,  comprehending  an 
Account  oj  our  Naval  Expeditions  againft  the 
French  and  Spaniards,  our  Differences  with  the 
Dutch  about  the  Right  of  Fiffing ,  amd  our  Do¬ 
minion  over  the  Britifh  Sea  \  the  Progrefs  Gf  Trade , 
and  Navigation ,  fettling  Colonies ,  and  other  Ma w 
.  ritime  Tranfaclions  within  that  Compafs  of  Time\ 
together  with  an  Account  of  the  eminent  Seamen 
who  flourifoed  therein a 


PON  the  Demife  of  King  fames ,  his 
only  Son  Charles  Prince  of  Wales  fuc- 
ceeded  him,  not  only  quietly,  but  with 
the  general  Approbation  of  his  Subjects  3» 
He  was  in  the  Flower  of  his  Age,  had 
fhewn  himfelf  a  Perfon  of  great  Abilities,  and  after  the 
breaking  of  the  Spanish  Match,  had  rendered  himfelf 
for  a  Time  popular  by  his  Conduft  b.  His  Father  left 
him  much  incumbered  at  the  Time  of  his  Deceafe  ;  for 
the- Government  was  deeply  in  Debt,  a  War  with  Spain 
was  juft  begun,  and  the  Minifter,  I  mean  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham ,  who  had  been  likewife  his  Father’s,  was 

generally 


*  Frinkland’s  Annals,  p.  107.  Clarendon,  Whitlock,  War¬ 
wick,  Wdwood.  b  pr^iklaad’s  Annals3  p.  93, 
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generally  hated  c.  In  this  Situation  every  Thing  was 
fubjeft  to  wrong  Conftruftions.  Eight  thoufand  Men, 
raifed  for  the  Service  of  the  Palatinate^  were  ordeied  to 
rendezvous  at  Plymouth ,  and  in  their  Pallage  thither , 
Coat  and  Conduct-Money,  was  demanded  of  the  Coun¬ 
try  to  be  repaid  out  of  the  Exchequer .  The  Behaviour 
of  thefe  Troops  was  very  licentious,  and  the  long  Con¬ 
tinuance  of  Peace  made  it  appear  more  fo.  The  Clamour 
thereupon  grew  high,  and  the  King,  to  remedy  this  Evil, 
granted  a  Commiflion  for  executing  Martial  Law,  which 
was  taken  for  a  new  Grievance,  more  heavy  than  any 
of  the  reftd.  The  Truth  was,  that  while  Buckingham 
remained  in  the  King’s  Council,  all  Things  were  attri¬ 
buted  to  him,  and  the  Nation  were  fo  prejudiced  againft 
him,  that  whatever  was  reputed  to  be  done  by  him  was 
held  a  Grievance;  and  though  no  Man  faw  this  more 
clearly  than  the  King,  yet  by  an  Infatuation  not  eafily 
to  be  accounted  for,  he  trufted  him  as  much,  and  loved 
him  much  more  than  his  Father  had  ever  done. 

The  King’s  Marriage  with  the  Princefs  Henrietta - 
Maria ,  Daughter  to  Henry  IV.  of  France ,  had  been 
concluded  in  the  Life-time  of  King  James ,  and  after 
his  Deceafe,  the  King  was  married  to  her  by  Proxy. 
In  the  Month  of  June^  1625,  Buckingham  went  to 
attend  her  with  the  Royal  Navy,  and  brought  her  to 
Dover ;  from  thence  {he  went  to  Canterbury ,  where 
the  Marriage  was  confum mated  ;  and  on  the  16th  of 
the  fame  Month,  their  Majefties  entered  London  private- 


c  Sir  Philip  Warwick’s  Memoirs,  p.  14*  d  Ruih worth* 
JVankJand,  Clarendon,  &c. 
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ly,  the  Plague  daily  encreafing  in  the  Suburbs e.  It  was 
not  long  before  an  unfortunate  TranfaCtion  rendered 
this  Marriage  difagreeable  to  the  Nation,  and  as  this 
TranfaCtion  related  to  the  Navy,  it  falls  particularly  un¬ 
der  our  Cognizance  ;  and  we  £hail  handle  it  the  more  at 
large,  becaufein  moil  of  our  general  Hiftories,  it  is  treat¬ 
ed  very  confufedly. 

r 

The  Marquifs de  Ambafiador  from  France ,  to 

King  James ,  had  reprelented  to  his  Maje&y,  J-s  the 
Power  of  the  Catholic  King  in  Italy  w:s  car.ga/xua. 
to  all  Europe  ;  that  the  King  his  Mailer  wss  equahy  in¬ 
clined  with  his  Britannick  Majefty,  to  pull  it  down; 
but  wanting  a  fufficient  Maritime  Force,  was  defirousof 
borrowing  from  his  Majeily  a  few  Ships,  to  enable  him 
to  execute  the  Defign  he  had  formed  againft  Genoa.  To 
this  the  King  condefcended,  and  it  was  agreed,  that  the 
great  Neptune ,  a  Man  of  War,  commanded  by  Sir  Fer - 
dinando  Gorges ,  and  fix  Merchant-Ships  of  between  3  and 
400  Tons  Burden,  fhould  be  lent  to  the  French ;  but  foon 
after  this  Agreement,  the  Rochellers  made  an  Application 
here,  fignifying,  that  they  had  juft  Grounds  to  appre¬ 
hend,  that  this  Englijh  Squadron  would  be  employed  for 
deftroying  the  Proteftant  Intereft  in  France ,  inftead  of 
pulling  down  the  King  of  Spain’s  Power  in  Italy.  The 
Duke  of  Buckingham  knowing  that  this  would  be  little 
relifhed  by  Captain  Pennington ,  who  was  to  go  Admiral 
of  the  Fleet,  and  the  Owners  of  the  Ships,  he  gave 
them  private  InftruCiions,  contrary  to  the  public  Con¬ 
tract 


e  Stowe’s  Annals,  continued  by  Edmond  Howes,  p.  104.1, 
Frarsland’s  Annals,  p.  108.  Kennet’s  compleat  Hiitory  of 
England,  vol.  iii.  p.  4.  '  * 
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trail  with  France ,  whereby  they  were  direiled  not  to 
ferve  againft  Rochelle  ;  but  upon  their  coming  into  a 
French  Port,  in  the  Month  of  May,  they  were  told  by 
the  Duke  of  Montmorency ,  that  they  were  intended  to 
ferve,  and  fhculd  ferve  againft  Rochelle  ;  upon  which,  the 
Sailors  on  board  the  Fleet,  figned,  what  is  called  by  them, 
a  round  Robin ,  that  is,  a  Paper  containing  their  Refo- 
lution  not  to  engage  in  that  Service,  with  their  Names 
fubferibed  in  a  Circle,  that  it  might  not  be  difeerned  who 
figned  firft.  Pennington  upon  this,  fairly  failed  away 
with  the  whole  Squadron,  and  returned  into  the  Downs 
in  the  beginning  of  July ,  from  whence  he  fent  a  Letter 
to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham ,  defiring  to  be  excufed  from 
that  Service.  The  Duke,  without  acquainting  the  King, 
or  confuting  the  Council,  directed  Lord  Conway ,  then 
Secretary  of  State,  to  write  a  Letter  to  Captain  Penning¬ 
ton ,  commanding  him  to  put  all  the  Ships  into  the 
Hands  of  the  French,  This,  however,  not  taking  Effedl, 
the  Duke  furrepitioufly,  and  without  the  King’s  know¬ 
ing  any  Thing  of  the  Defign  upon  Rochelle ,  procured 
his  Letter  to  Captain  Pennington ,  to  the  fame  Effedl. 
Upon  this,  in  the  Month  of  Augujl ,  he  failed  a  fecond 
Time  to  Diep,  where  according  to  his  Inftrudtions,  the 
Merchants  Ships  were  delivered  to  the  French ;  but  Sir 
Ferdinando  Gorges ,  who  commanded  the  King’s  Ship, 
weighed  Anchor,  and  put  to  Sea :  and  fo  honeft  were 
all  the  Seamen  on  board  thefe  Ships,  that,  except  one 
Gunner,  they  all  quitted  them,  and  returned  to  England ; 
but  as  for  the  Ships,  they  remained  with  the  French ,  and 
were  actually  made  Ufe  of  againft  Rochelle ,  contrary  to 
the  King’s  Intention,  and  to  the  great  Dffhonour  of  the 
Nation,  This  Affair  made  a  great  Noife,  and  came  at 

laft 
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laft  to  from  an  Article  in  an  Impeachment  againft  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham  r. 

In  the  mean  Time  the  Defign  went  on  of  invading 
Spain,  and  a  flout  Fleet  was  provided  for  that  Purpofe ; 
but  as  Buckingham,  in  Quality  of  Lord  High-Admiral, 
had  the  fupreme  Direction  of  that  Affair,  the  Nation 
looked  upon  it  with  an  evil  Eye,  and  were  not  fo  much 
difpleafed  at  its  Mifcarriage,  as  glad  of  an  Opportunity 
of  railing  at  the  Duke,  and  thofe,  who  by  his  Procure¬ 
ment.  were  intrufted  with  the  Command  of  the  Fleet, 
and  the  Forces  on  board  it g.  The  whole  of  this  1  'ranf- 
aftion  has  been  very  differently  related,  according  to 
the  Humours  of  thofe  who  penned  the  Accounts;  how¬ 
ever,  thefe  are  very  authentic  Memoirs  remaining,  and 
from  thefe  I  fhall  give  as  concife  and  impartial  a  De¬ 
tail  of  the  whole  Affair  as  I  can,  which  will  fhew 
how  dangerous  a  Thing  it  is  for  Princes  to  employ  Per- 
fons  generally  difagreeable  to  their  Subjects,  whereby 
they  transfer  the  Refen tment  attending  their  Mifcarriages 
upon  themfelves. 

The  War  with  Spain  was  chiefly  of  the  Duke  of 

Buckingham’ s  procuring,  and  feems  to  have  proceeded 

rather  from  his  perfonal  Diftafle  to  Count  Olivarez,  than 

any  folid  or  honourable  Motive ;  however,  after  the  War 

was 


Frankland’s  Annals,  p.  156.  Rennet’s  compleat  Hiftory  of 
gland,  vol.  iii.  p.  6.  See  alfo  Capt.  John  Pennington  s  Letter 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  from  on  board  the  \  antguard 
the  Downs,  July  27,  5625,  in  the  Cabala,  p.  3  5°;  jy 
:  moft  diftinft  Account  is  to  be  gathered  out  of  the  feventh 
1  eighth  Articles  of  the  Impeachment  exhibited  againit  th 
ike  “of  Buckingham  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  1  2  , 
i  the  Speech  of  Mr.  Glanvill,  on  the  (aid  Articles.  »  Frank- 
d’s  Annals,  p.  114.  Ruihvvorth,  Sif  William  Mon, on  5 
T7r>  1  Trafls.  Ken  net.  RaDin. 
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was  begun,  it  ought  certainly  to  have  been  profecuted, 
becaufe,  though  he  acted  from  private  Pique,  and  at  a 
Time  when  it  vifibly  ferved  his  own  particular  Purpofes, 
yet  without  Queftion,  the  Nation  had  been  giievoufly 
injured  by  the  »S Spaniards ,  and  there  was  therefore  fu ffi  c  i — 
ent  Ground  for  taking  all  the  Advantages  our  Naval 
Power,  and  our  Alliance  with  the  Dutch ,  gave  us,  as 
well  as  the  Weaknefs  of  the  Enemy,  and  their  firm 
Perfuafion,  that  whatever  we  might  pretend,  we  would 
not  aftually  commit  Hoftilities.  Yet,  though  it  was 
his  own  War,  though  he  had  engaged  the  King  to  pro- 
fecute  it  with  much  Heat,  to  draw  together  a  great  Fleet, 
and  a  confiderable  Body  of  Forces,  which  were  to  em¬ 
bark  on  board  it ;  yet  when  all  Things  were  ready,  and 
the  Fleet  on  the  Point  of  going  to  Sea,  the  Duke  de¬ 
clined  the  Command,  and  refolved  to  fend  another  Per- 
fon  in  his  Stead,  which  was  of  very  ill  Confequence  to 
the  whole  Defign h. 

Sir  Edward  Cecil,  Grandfon  to  the  great  Lord  Bur¬ 
leigh,  was  the  Perfon  made  Choice  of  for  this  Command; 
an  old  Soldier,  it  is  true,  but  no  Seaman,  and  therefore 
not  qualified  for  the  fupreme  Direction  of  fuch  an  Un¬ 
dertaking  The  Earls  of  EJfex  and  Denbigh  were  ap¬ 
pointed  his  Vice  and  Rear-Admirals ;  and  that  he  might 
be  the  fitter  to  command  Men  of  fuch  Quality,  he  was 
created  Baron  of  Putney,  and  Vifcount  JVimbleton ,  and 
had  likewife  the  Rank  given  him  ,of  Lord  Marfhal k. 

It 


h  Frankland's  Annals,  p.  114.  Rufhworth’s  Colleftions, 
vol.  i.  p.  196.  Kennet’s  compleat  Hiftory  of  England,  vol. 
iii.  p.  12,  13.  Warwick’s  Memoirs,  p.  15.  Baker,  Welwood, 
Rapin.  1  Collins’s  Peerage,  vol.  ii.  p  140.  k  Kennet’s 
Compleat  Hiftory  of  England,  voj.  iii.  p.  iz. 
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It  was  thought  ft  range,  that  though  there  wanted  not 
many  able  Seamen,  fuch  as  Sir  Robert  Manfel ,  Sir 
William  Monfon ,  and  others,  yet  none  of  them  were 
intrufted,  but  merely  fuch  as  were  in  the  Duke’s  Fa¬ 
vour,  which  was  both  an  unreafonable  and  an  impolitic 
Thing.  The  Force  employed  was  very  confiderable, 
viz.  Eighty  Ships,  Englijh  and  Dutch,  and  ten  good 
Regiments;  neither  was  it  improbable,  that  if  Matters 
had  been  well  concerted,  and  properly  executed,  this 
Expedition  might  have  turned  to  the  Benefit  of  the  Na¬ 
tion,  and  the  Honour  of  the  King  and  his  Miniftry.  The 
Spanift)  Plate-Fleet  was  then  returning  Home  with  above 
a  Million  on  board ;  and  if  they  had  gone  to  Ter'cera , 
they  muft  infallibly  have  been  Mafters  of  them,  and  by 
the  Deftrudion  of  fifty  or  fixty  Galleons,  had  difabled 
the  Maritime  Power  of  Spain,  for  at  leaft  a  Century. 
But  the  Fleet  did  not  fail  till  O ffiober ,  and  then  they  went 
upon  no  fettled  Scheme,  but  all  was  left  to  the  Dif- 
cretion  of  Men,  who  in  Reality  were  no  fit  Judges  of  fuch 
Matters,  and  befides,  were  divided  among  themfelves  h 
The  General  failed  from  Plymouth  the  7th  ofOfio- 
l>ei\  1625  ;  but  when  the  Fleet  was  got  fome  Leagues 
to  Sea,  their  Ships  were  feparated  by  a  Storm,  fo  that 
they  were  many  Days  before  they  got  together  at  their 
appointed  Rendezvous  off  Cap e-Vincent.  On  the  19th 
of  Offober ,  a  Council  was  held,  wherein  it  was  refolved 
to  attack  Cadiz ,  which  accordingly  they  did  on  the  22d 
of  Oftooer .  My  Lord  EJJex  ftood  into  the  Bay,  where 
fie  found  feventeen  good  Ships  riding  under  the  Town, 

and 


.  1  ^ee  a  copi°us  Account  of  the  Motives  to,  and  Mifcarriages 
in  this  Voyage,  by  Sir  William  Monfon,  in  his  Naval  Trails. 
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and  eight  or  ten  Gallies ;  thefe  he  bravely  attacked,  but 
for  want  of  proper  Orders,  and  due  Affiftance,  the  Spanijh 
Ships  were  fuffered  to  retire  to  Port-Real ,  whither  the 
Lord  Marlhal  did  not  think  fit  to  follow  them.  Then 
fome  Thoufands  of  Soldiers  were  landed,  and  the  Fort  of 
Puntall  was  taken  y  after  which,  they  proceeded  to  make 
fome  Attempts  upon  the  Town.  The  Soldiers  unfor¬ 
tunately  becoming  Mailers  of  too  much  Wine,  got  ex- 
ceffively  drunk,  and  became  fo  carelefs,  that  if  the  Ene¬ 
my  had  known,  or  been  vigilant  enough  to  have  taken 
this  Advantage,  few  of  them  had  returned  home.  The 
Fright  into  which  this  put  their  Officers,  engaged  them 
to  re-fhip  their  Forces,  and  then  it  was  concluded  to  cruize 
off  Cape  St.  Vincent ,  for  the  Flota.  There  the  Men 
grew  fickly,  and  by  the  ftrangeft  Management  that  ever 
was  heard  of,  that  is,  dillributing  the  Sick,  under  Pre¬ 
tence  of  taking  better  Care  of  them,  two  in  each  Ship, 
the  whole  Fleet  was  infedled,  and  that  to  fuch  a  De¬ 
gree,  as  fcarce  left  them  Hands  enough  to  bring  it 
Home.  This,  however,  they  performed  in  the  Month 
of  December ,  having  done  little  Hurt  to  the  Enemy,  and 
acquired  lefs  Honour  themfelves m  ;  all  wffiich  was  fore- 
feen,  nay,  and  foretold  too,  before  the  Fleet  left  England. 
On  their  Return,  a  Charge  was  exhibited  againlt  the 
General,  by  the  Earl  of  EJfexy  and  nine  other  Officers 
of  Diftindlion  ;  Lord  Wimbleton  juflified  himfelf  in  a 
long  Anfwer  to  their  Charge.  Both  Pieces  are  yet  re¬ 
maining,  and  ferve  only  to  demonllrate  that  Want  of 
Experience  and  Unanimity  proved  the  Ruin  of  this  Ex¬ 
pedition. 


m  S«e  the  feveral  Accounts  of  this  Voyage  in  the  Authors 
before  cited. 
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peditionV  Thefe  Proceedings  increafed  the  People’s  Dif- 
contents,  expofed  the  Duke  to  greater  Odium,  and  lef- 
fened  the  Reputation  of  our  Naval  Force,  which  quick¬ 
ly  produced  numerous  Inconveniences. 

While  the  Clamour  ftill  fubfifted  on  the  Want 
of  Succefs  attending  this  Fleet  abroad,  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham  fell  into  another  Error,  in  the  Execution 
of  his  Office  as  Lord  High-Admiral.  He  was  vexed  at 
the  Noife  that  had  been  made  about  the  Merchant-Ships 
put  into  the  Hands  of  the  French ,  and  employed  againit 
Rochelle  °,  and  therefore  took  Occafion  in  the  latter  End 
of  the  Year,  1626,  to  caufe  a  French  Ship,  called  The 
St.  Peter ,  of  Havre  de  Grace ,  to  be  arrefted.  The  Pre¬ 
tence  was,  that  it  was  laden  with  Spantjh  Effects  5  which, 
however,  the  French  denied,  and  aflerted  that  all  the 
Goods  in  the  Ship  belonged  to  French  Merchants,  or  to 
Englijb  mtiiDutch  p.  Hereupon  a  Commiffion  was  granted 
to  hear  Evidence  as  to  this  Point,  and  it  appearing  plain¬ 
ly,  that  there  was  no  juft  Ground  of  Seizure,  the  Ship 

was 


n  Both  the  Officers  Charge,  and  Lord  Wimbleton’s  Anfvver 
are  printed  in  Lediard’s  Naval  Hiftory.  The  Reader  who 
fhali  compare  thefe  with  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Reflections  on 
this  Lord’s  Condud,  will  difeern,  that  he  is  hardly  and  unjuftly 
treated.  Sir  William  arraigns  him  for  calling  Councils  when  he 
fhould  have  been  aCling ;  the  Officers  accufe  him  for  not  calling 
Councils,  but  aCting  of  his  own  Head.  T  he  Truth  feems 
to  be,  he  had  no  Notion  of  a  Sea-Command,  and  his  Officers 
no  Inclination  to  obey  him,  c  Sir  Philip  Warwick  accounts 
for  this  Diftafteof  the  Duke  towards  the  French.  He  fays, 
that  Cardinal  Richlieu  duped  the  Dutch  and  Englifh,  both,  by 
pretending  to  execute  a  very  feafible  Scheme,  for  preventing 
the  Spaniards  fending  any  Supplies  into  Germany,  and  under 
that  Pretence,  procuring  their  Ships,  and  then  uiing  then  a- 
gainft  the  Rochellers.  v  KenneTs  Compleat  Hiltory  0 i  Eng¬ 
land,  vcL  iii.  p.  28. 
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was  ordered  to  be  releafed  ;  and  at  laft  was  releafe,  but  no* 
before  the  French  King  made  fome  Reprifals,  which  fo  ir¬ 
ritated  the  Nation,  that  this  was  made  an  Article  in  the 
Duke’s  Impeachment  *.  The  Matter,  however,  was 
compromized  between  the  two  Kings,  and  the  good 
Correfpondence  between  their  Subjects  for  a  Time  reftor- 
ed;  but  at  the  Bottom,  there  was  no  cordial  Reconcilia¬ 
tion:  and  fo  this  Quarrel,  like  a  Wound  ill  cured,  broke 
quickly  out  again  with  worfe  Symptoms  than  before  q. 

The  War  in  which  the  King  was  engaged,  in  order 
to  have  procured  the  Reflitution  of  the  P alatinate  to 
his  Brother,  had  drawn  him  into  a  League  with  Fen- 
marky  which  obliged  him  to  fend  a  Squadron  of  Ships 
to  that  King  s  Affiflance  ;  and  this  being  attended  with 
little  Succefs,  he  v/as  called  upon  for  further  Supplies. 
His  Parliaments  all  this  Time  were  little  inclined  to  af- 
hll  him,  becaufe  he  would  not  part  with  Buckingham \ 
and  this  obliged  him  to  have  Recourfe  to  fuch  Methods 
for  Supply,  as  his  Lawyers  told  him  were  juftifiable* 
Amongft  the  reft,  he  obliged  the  Sea-Ports  to  furnifh  him 
with  Ships :  of  the  City  of  London  he  demanded  twen¬ 
ty,  and  of  other  Places  in  Proportion.  The  Inhabitants 
thought  this  fo  hard,  that  many  who  had  no  imme¬ 
diate  Dependance  upon  7  rade,  were  for  quitting  Mari¬ 
time  Places,  and  retiring  up  into  the  Country.  This 
Conduct  of  theirs  made  the  Burden  Hill  more  intolera¬ 
ble  upon  thofe  who  Raid  behind,  and  the  Confequence 
of  their  Remonftrances  was  a  Proclamation,  requiring 
fuch  as  had. quitted  the  Sea-Coaft,  to  return  immediate- 

Vol.  II.  h  i 


*  L-  £!th  ^rt,cJe  Impeachment;  and  the  Duke 

in  his  Anfwer  drawn  by  Sir  Nicholas  Hidejuitifies  himfelf  very 

p-aufibly.  s  RuOiworth,  Frankland,  Baker,  Echard,  Rauip. 
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ly  to  their  former  Dwellings :  and  this  Rife  had  the  firft 

Difturbances  in  this  unfortunate  Reign r.  They  were 

* 

quickly  increafed  by  the  rath  Management  of  Bucking¬ 
ham,  who,  though  he  faw  his  Mailer  fo  deeply  embar- 
raffed  with  the  Wars  in  which  he  was  already  engaged, 
yet  plunged  him  into  another  with  France,  very  pre¬ 
cipitately,  and  againlt  all  the  Rules  of  true  Policy. 

The  Queen’s  French  Servants,  who  were  all  bigotted 
Papifts,  had  not  only  added  indifcreetly  in  Matters  rela¬ 
ting  to  their  Religion;  but  had  likewife  drawn  the  Queen 
to  take  forne  ver-y  wrong  Steps ;  upon  which  Bucking¬ 
ham  engaged  his  Majefty  to  difmifs  her  French  Servants, 
which  he  did  the  firlt  of  July  1626,  and  then  fent  the 
Lord  Carleton  to  reprefent  his  Reafons  for  taking  fo 
quick  a  Meafure  to  the  French  King.  That  Prince  re- 
fufed  him  Audience,  and  to  (hew  his  Senfe  of  the 
Thing,  immediately  feized  120  Ships  which  were  in  his 
Ports,  and  undertook  the  Siege  of  Rochelle,  though  our 
King  had  been  lately  a  Mediator  between  him  and  his 
Proteftant  Subjects.  Upon  this,  the  latter  applied  them- 
felves  to  King  Charles,  who  ordered  a  Fleet  of  thirty 
Sail  to  be  equipped  for  their  Relief,  and  fent  it  under  the 
Command  of  the  Earl  of  Denbigh  :  but  this  being  fo  late 
in  the  Year  as  the  Month  of  October,  his  Lordfhip 
found  it  impracticable  to  execute  his  Commiffion,  and 
fo  after  continuing  fome  Time  at  Sea  in  hard  Weather, 
returned  into  Port,  which  not  only  difappointed  the 
King’s  Intention,  but  alfo  hurt  his  Reputation  ;  for  the 
Rochellers  began  to  fufpedt  the  Sincerity  of  this  Deiigu, 

and  whether  we  really  intended  to  afliit  them  01  not  . 

The 


'  Rennet’s  Comp'eat  Hitlory  of  England. 
FraiikUuid*  Ripin. 


s  Rufhworch, 
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The  Duke  of  Buckingham ,  to  put  the  Thing  out  of 
Difpute,  caufed  a  great  Fleet  to  be  drawn  together  the 
next  Year,  and  an  Army  of  feven  thoufand  Men  to  be 
put  on  board  it,  refolving  to  go  himfelf  as  Admiral  and 
Commander  in  chief.  He  failed  from  Portfmoutb  the 
twenty-feventh  of  June ,  and  landed  on  the  Ifland  of 
Rhee-y  though  at  firlt  he  intended  to  have  made  a  De- 
fcent  on  Olerony  and  adlually  promifed  fo  much  to  the 
Duke  of  Soubize ,  whom  he  fent  to  Rochelle ,  to  acquaint 
the  Inhabitants  of  his  coming  to  their  Relief.  They 
received  this  Meflage  coldly ;  for  the  French  King  ha-* 
ving  corrupted  fome  by  his  Gold,  and  terrifying  many 
more  by  his  Power,  the  Rocjoellers  were  now  afraid  to 
receive  the  very  Succours  they  had  demanded 
The  Duke  landed  his  Troops  on  the  laft  of  Julyy 
not  without  ftrong  Oppofition  from  Mr.  de  Toyras ,  the 
French  Governor,  whom  he  forced  to  retire,  though  not 
without  fome  Lofs.  Upon  this  Occafion  the  Englijb 
fell  into  the  lame  Errors  in  Condudt  which  they  had 
committed  in  the  Cadiz  Expedition.  The  Fort  of  la 
Prey  which  covered  the  Landing-Place,  they  negledted* 
though  the  French  themfelves  in  their  Fright  had  flight¬ 
ed  it,  and  it  might  have  been  taken  without  any  Trou¬ 
ble,  and  was  a  Place  of  fo  great  Confequence,  that  if 
it  had  been  in  the  Hands  of  the  Englijb  it  would  have 
prevented  the  French  from  introducing  any  Supplies.  At 
firfl:,  it  is  certain,  the  French  Court  was  exceedingly  a- 
larmed,  and  it  is  faid,  the  King  fell  lick  upon  it ;  hut 
their  I  errors  quickly  wore  off,  when  they  were  inform¬ 
ed  that  the  Duke  had  no  great  Capacity  as  a  Comman- 

^  2  der, 

!  Sir  Richard  Granville’*  Journal,  p.  s. 
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den,  and  withal,  too  much  Pride  to  take  Advice.  The 
Town  of  St.  Martin's  was  quickly  taken  by  the  En- 
glijb,  and  his  Grace  then  inverted  the  Citadel,  but  gave 
-evident  Proofs  of  his  want  of  Skill  in  managing  the 
Siege.  At  firft,  he  quartered  his  Troops  about  the  Place 
without  entrenching,  which  at  laft,  however,  he  was 
forced  to  do;  then  he  entered  into  Conferences  with  the 
Governor,  and  refufmg  to  communicate  the  Subftance  of 
them  to  his  Officers,  difcouraged  his  own  People,  and  ena¬ 
bled  the  French  to  deceive  him  by  a  fham  Treaty  ;  during 
which  the  Fort  received  a  jSupply.  By  this  Time  the 
Roc  hellers  had  declared  for  the  Englijh ,  their  Confidence 
being  as  unfeafonable  for  themfelves,as  their  Sufpicions  had 
been  before  for  the  Englijh',  for  this  Declaration  of  theirs, 
and  the  Expeftation  he  had  of  Succours  from  England , 
which  were  to  be  fent  him  under  the  Command  of  the  , 
Earl  of  Holland,  engaged  Buckingham  to  remain  fo  long 
in  his  Camp,  that  his  Troops  were  much  diminifhed. 
At  length,  on  the  fixth  of  November,  he  made  a  general 
'  Afl'auU,  when  it  appeared,  that  the  Place  was  inaccefli- 
’  ble  at  leaft  to  Forces  under  fuch  Circumftances  as  his 
-were.  Two  Days  after,  he  refolved  upon  a  Retreat, 
which  was  as  ill  conduced  as  the  reft  of  the  Expedition. 
It  was  to  be  made  in  the  Sight  of  an  Enemy  as  ftrong  in 
Foot  and  more  numerous  in  Horfe  than  themfelves, 

-  oyer  a  narrow  Caufe-way  with  Salt-Pits  on  each  Side: 
yet  there  was  no  Precaution  taken  of  ereding  a  Fort, 
or  fo  much  as  throwing  up  a  Retrenchment  to  cover  the 

'  Entrance  of  the  Paflage;  whereby  the  Army  was  fo 
much  expofed,  that  abundance  of  brave  Men  were  kil¬ 
led  in  this  Retreat,  which'  the  beft  Accounts  fum  up  thus: 

-  r,-ty  officers,  two  thotrfand  common  Soldiers,  and 

''  ..  .  thirty- 


Of  King  CHARLES!.  ioi 

thirty-five  Volunteers  of  Note.  With  equal  Shame  and 
Lofs  therefore,  the  Duke  concluded  this  unlucky  Expe¬ 
dition,  embarking  all  his  Forces  on  the  ninth  of  the 
fame  Month,  and  fending  the  poor  Rochellers  a  Promife, 
that  he  would  come  again  to  their  Relief;  which,  how¬ 
ever,  he  did  not  live  to  perform.  To  compleat  his 
Misfortune,  as  he  entered  Plymouth ,  he  met  the  Earl 
of  Holland  with  the  promifed  Succours  failing  out,  who 
now  returned  with  him.  There  never  was  a  more  fa¬ 
tal  Undertaking  than  this.  It  hurt  the  King,  as  it  entire¬ 
ly  ruined  the  Duke.  The  Merchants  were  difcouraged 
from  carrying  on  Trade  by  the  impreffing  their  Ships; 
and  the  King  was  fo  little  able  to  pay  the  Seamen,  that 
they  came  in  Crowds,  and  clamoured  at  Whitehall u. 

T  o  remedy  thefe  Evils,  a  Parliament  was  called  in 
the  Beginning  of  1628,  wherein  nothing  palled  but  De¬ 
putes  between  the  King  and  the  Commons;  fo  that  at 
Jaft  it  was  prorogued  without  granting  Supplies.  The 
King,  however,  exerted  himfelf  to  the  utmoft,  in  pre¬ 
paring  a  Fleet  to  make  good  what  the  Duke  of  Bucking¬ 
ham  had  promifed  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Rochelle.  With 
this  View  a  Fleet  of  fifty  Sail  wasaflembled  a:  Plymouth 
in  the  Spring,  and  a  large  Body  of  Marines  embarked, 
the  Command  of  it  was  given  to  the  Earl  of  Denbigh , 
who  was  Brother-in-law  to  Buckingham ,  and  who  failed 
from  that  Port  on  the  feventeenth  of  Aprils  coming  to 
Anchor  in  the  Road  of  Rochelle  on  the  firft  of  May . 
On  his  Arrival,  he  found  twenty  Sail  of  the  King  of 
France’s  Ships  riding  before  the  Harbour,  and  being  much 

H  3  fuperior 

1  . . .  . . .  i  - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

u  Sir  Richard  Granville’s  Journal,  Frankland’s  Annals, 
R.ufh  worth’s  Collections,  Whitlock’s  Memorials,  Warwick's 
JVternoirs. 
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fuperior  in  Number  and  Strength,  he  fent  Advice  into 
the  Town,  that  he  would  link  the  French  Ships  as  foon 
as  the  Wind  came  Weft,  and  made  a  higher  Flood. 
About  the  eighth  of  May  the  Wind  and  Tide  ferved  ac¬ 
cordingly,  and  the  Rochellers  expedled  and  follicited  for 
that  Seafon  of  Deliverance.  But  the  Earl,  without  em¬ 
bracing  the  Opportunity,  weighed  Anchor,  and  failed 
away,  fuffering  four  of  the  French  Ships  to  purfue,  as  it 
were,  the  Englijh  Fleet,  which  arrived  at  Plymouth  on  the 
twenty-fixth  of  May.  This  other  inglorious  Expedi¬ 
tion  was  a  greater  Difcouragement  to  the  poor  Roc  hellers , 
and  encreafed  the  Fears  and  Jealoufies  of  a  Popifh  In- 
tereft  at  Home.  One  Le  Brun  a  Frenchman ,  Captain 
in  the  Englijh  Fleet,  gave  in  Depofitions  before  the 
Mayor  of  Plymouth  on  the  lixteenth  of  Mayy  which 
argued  Treachery,  or  apparent  Cowardice,  in  the  Ma¬ 
nagement  of  this  late  Expedition.  This  Account  was 
certified  by  the  Mayor  of  Plymouth ,  and  the  Burgefles  of 
that  Town  in  Parliament,  by  whom  it  was  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  Council-Table,  from  whence  a  Letter  was 
directed  to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  as  Lord  High-Ad¬ 
miral,  dated  the  thirtieth  of  May  1628,  to  dignify  his 
Majefty’s  Pleafure,  that  the  Earl  of  Denbigh  Ihould  re¬ 
turn  back  to  relieve  the  Town  of  Rochelle ,  with  the 
Fleet  under  his  Charge,  and  with  other  Ships  prepared  at 
Portfmouth  and  Plymouth .  But,  not  with  (landing  this 
Order  of  Council,  no  fuch  Return  was  made,  nor  any 
Enquiry  into  the  Obftrudtion  of  it  w* 

Not- 
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Notwithstanding  thefe  repeated  Defeats,  the 
Cries  of  the  Rochellers ,  and  the  Clamours  of  the  People 
were  fo  loud,  that  a  third  Fleet  was  prepared  for  the 
Relief  of  that  City,  now  by  a  clofe  Siege  reduced  to 
the  laft  Extremity.  The  Duke  of  Buckingham  chofe 
to  command  in  Perfon,  and  to  that  End  came  to  Portf- 
piouth ;  where  on  the  twenty-third  of  Auguji ,  having 
been  at  Breakfaft  with  Soubize ,  and  the  general  Officers, 
John  Felton  (late  Lieutenant  of  a  Regiment  of  Foot, 
under  Sir  John  Ramfey)  placed  himfelf  in  an  Entry 
through  which  the  Duke  was  to  pafs,  who  walking  a- 
long  with  Sir  Thomas  Frier ,  and  inclining  his  Ear  to 
him  in  the  Poflure  of  Attention,  Felton  with  a  back- 
Blow  ffabbed  him  on  the  left  Side  into  the  very  Heart, 
leaving  the  Knife  in  his  Body,  which  the  Duke  pulled 
out  with  his  own  Hand,  and  then  fell  down,  crying 
only,  The  Villain  hath  killed  me  !  Felton  ilipt  away,  and 
might  have  gone  off  undifcovered,  but  that  either  his 
Confcience  or  his  Infolence  betrayed  him.  For  while 
the  general  Rumour  was,  that  the  Murderer  mull  be  a 
Frenchman ,  and  fome  began  to  fufpedt  Soubize  as  a  Par¬ 
ty  in  it;  Felton  llept  out  and  faid,  I  am  the  Man  who 
did  the  Deed :  let  no  Man  fuffer  that  is  innocent.  Upon 
which  he  was  apprehended  and  fent  Prifoner  to  London . 

This  Accident  did  not  prevent  the  King’s  profecu- 
ting  his  Defign,  the  very  next  Day  his  Majefty  made 
the  Earl  of  Lindfey  Admiral,  Moreton  and  Mount] oy , 
Vice  and  Rear-Admirals  5  and,  as  an  illuflrious  foreign 
Writer  affures  us,  his  Care  and  Prefence  had  fuch  an 
Effedl  in  preparing  for  this  Voyage,  that  more  was  dif- 
patched  itow  in  ten  or  twelve  Days,  than  in  many 
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Weeks  before  x;  which  is  a  demonftrative  Proof  of  two 
Things,  of  which  many  of  our  Writers  of  Hiftory  have 
affedled  to  doubt,  viz.  that  the  King  was  hearty  in  his 
Defign,  and  that  the  Rochellers  were  convinced  of  it. 
This  Expedition,  however,  was  not  more  fortunate 
than  the  former.  The  Fleet  failed  the  eighth  of  Sep¬ 
tember  1628,  and  arriving  before  Rochelle ,  found  the 
Boom,  raifed  to  block  up  the  Entrance  of  the  Port,  fo 
^ron&5  that  though  many  Attempts  were  made  to  break 
through  it,  yet  they  proved  vain,  fo  that  the  Rochellers 
were  glad  to  accept  of  Terms  from  their  own  Prince, 
and  adlually  furrendered  the  Place  on  the  eighteenth  of 
October^  the  Englijb  Fleet  looking  on,  but  not  able  to 
help  them  ;  and,  to  compleat  their  Misfortunes,  the  very 
Night  after  the  City  was  given  up,  the  Sea  made  fuch 
a  Breach  as  would  have  opened  an  Entrance  for  the  lar¬ 
ged:  Ship  in  the  Englifh  Fleet With  this  Expedi¬ 
tion  ended  the  War  with  France ,  though  a  Peace  was 
not  made  till  the  fucceeding  Year 

From  this  Time,  the  French  began  to  affedt  a 
Maritime  Power,  and  to  be  extremely  uneafy  at  the 
Growth  of  the  Englifh  Shipping.  This  was  the  Effedl 
of  Cardinal  Richlieu’s  Politicks,  who  bell  underilood 
the  different  Interells  of  the  feveral  European  Powers, 
and  how  to  manage  them  fo  as  to  make  them  fubfer- 

N 

vient  to  the  Ends  of  France ,  of  any  Miniher  that  Na-' 

tion 


x  Duke  of  Rohan’s  Memoirs,  p.  188.  He  was  the  chief  of 
the  Huguenots,  and  here  on  the  Spot;  therefore  lead  likely  to 
be  deceived  himfelf,  or  to  deceive  others.  y  Frankland’s 
^Annals,  p.  .  Rennet’s  compleat  Hiltory  of  England,  voh 
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tion  ever  had,  or,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  for  the  Peace  of 
Cbriftendom ,  ever  will  have.  He  brought  in  the  Swedes , 
to  deftroy  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  in  Ger¬ 
many ,  and  had  Addrefs  enough  to  engage  us  to  affift  in 
that  Defign,  upon  the  plaufible  Pretence  of  favouring 
the  Proteftant  Intereft3;  Then  his  Agents  in  Holland 
drew  that  State  into  a  Jealoufy  of  our  Dominion  over 
the  Narrow  Seas,  our  Claim  to  the  foie  Right  of  hfliing, 
or  permitting  to  fifli  in  them,  and  expecting  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  the  Flag,  at  a  confiderable  Diftance  from  our 
own  Shores.  After  thefe  Notions  had  been  a  while  the 
Subjects  of  common  Difcourfe  among  the  Dutch ,  the 
famous  Hugo  Grotius  was  induced  to  write  a  Treadle 
under  the  Title  of  Mare  liberum ,  .wherein,  with  great 
Learning  and  Eloquence,  he  endeavoured  to  fhew  the 
Weaknefs  of  our  Title  to  Power  over  the  Sea  ;  which 
according  to  his  Notion,  was  like  the  Air,  a  Gift  from 
God,  common  to  all  Nations5.  This  was- anfwered  by 
Selden ,  in  his  famous  Treatife,  entitled,  Mare  Claufum , 
wherein  he  has  effectually  demonftrated  from  the  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Law  of  Nature,  and  Nations,  that  a  Do¬ 
minion  over  the  Sea  may  be  acquired,  from  the  molt 
authentic  Hiltories,  that  fuch  a  Dominion  has  been 
claimed  and  enjoyed  by  feveral  Nations,  and  fubmitted 
to  by  others  for  their  common  Benefit ;  that  this  in  Fact 
was  the  Cafe  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Ifland,  who  at 
all  Times,  and  under  every  Kind  of  Government,  had 

claimed. 


3  This  Matter  is  very  fairly  ftated  bv  Sir  Philip  Warwick  in 
Memoirs,  p.  3 7.  b  The  Title  of  this  Book  runs  thus, 

Man  liberum  ;  Jen,  de  Jure  quod  Bat  avis  combe  tit  ad  Indka 

Commercial  Lug,  Bat.  Elzevir.  1609.  8vo.  reprinted  about 
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claimed,  exercifed,  and  conftantly  enjoyed  fuch  a  Do¬ 
minion,  which  had  been  confefled  by  their  Neighbours, 
frequently,  and  in  the  moll  folemn  Manner c.  All  this, 
with  Learning,  Induftry,  and  Judgment  fuperior  to 
Prajfe,  this  great  Man  hath  fully  and  unqueftionabl-y 
made  out  for  the  Satisfa&ion  of  Foreigners,  as  it  is  the 
pefign  of  this  Work  (if  I  may  be  allowed  to  mention 
jt  in  the  fame  Page  with  Mr.  Selderd s)  to  imprefs  the 
fame  Sentiments  on  the  Minds  of  all  fenfible  Britons , 
•viz.  That  they  have  an  hereditary,  uninterrupted  Right 
to  the  Sovereignty  of  their  Seas,  conveyed  to  them  from 
their  earlieft  Anceftors,  in  Truft  for  their  lateft  Pofteri- 
ty.  This  Book  of  Mr.  Selden’s  was  publifhed  in  1634, 
and  by  the  Countenance  then,  and  afterwards,  (hewn  by 
King  Charles  towards  this  extraordinary  Performance, 
we  may  fairly  conclude.  That  he  had  very  juft  and  ge¬ 
nerous  Notions  of  his  own,  and  his  People’s  Rights  in 
this  Refpedl,  though  he  was  very  unfortunate  in  taking 
fuch  Methods  as  he  did  to  fupport  them  d. 

The  French  Minifter  perfifted  fteadily  in  his  Scheme 
of  ufing  the  Power  and  Induftry  of  the  Dutch ,  to  in¬ 
terrupt  the  Trade,  and  leflen  the  Maritime  Force  of 
England .  With  this  View  alfo,  a  Negotiation  was  begun 
between  that  Crown  and  the  States  of  Holland ,  fqr 
dividing  the  Spanijh  Netherlands  between  them ;  and  un¬ 
der  Colour  of  thus  affifting  them,  in  Support  of  their 
Pretenfions  to  an  equal  Right  over  the  Sea,  and  in 
promoting  their  Trade,  to  the  Prejudice  of  ours,  Rich- 

lieu 


c  Selden’s  Title  is  fhort  and  plain,  Mare  claufum  ;  feu ,  de 
J)ominio  Maris ,  lib,  z.  Londini ,  1635.  fob  A  See  Clarendyna 
Rafhworih,  Frankland,  Whitlock,  Warwick. 
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lieu  carried  on  fecretly  and  fecurely,  his  darling  Project 
of  railing  a  Naval  Force  in  France ,  to  further  which, 
he  fpared  not  either  for  Pains  or  Expence,  procuring 
from  all  Parts  the  ableft  Perfons  in  all  Arts  and  Sciences 
relating  to  Navigation,  and  fixing  them  in  the  French 
Service  by  great  Encouragements.  Our  King  formed  a 
juft  Idea  of  his  Defign,  and  faw  throughly  into  its  Con- 
fequences,  which  he  endeavoured  to  prevent,  by  pub- 
lifhing  Proclamations  for  reftraining  Shipwrights,  and 
other  Artificers  from  entering  into  foreign  Service ;  for 
aliening  his  Title  to  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Sea,  and 
for  regulating  the  Manner  of  wearing  Flags  at  Seae„ 
If  to  thefe  Precautions  he  had  joined  a  reafonable  Con- 
defcenlion  to  the  Temper  of  his  Subjedls,  in  difmiffing 
from  his  Service  fuchas  were  obnoxious  to  them,  either 
through  their  Adlions,  or  Behaviour,  and  had  thereby  fix¬ 
ed  them  and  their  Reprefen tatives  firmly  in  his  Intereft, 
without  Doubt  he  had  gained  his  Point,  and  carried  the 
Glory  of  this  Nation  higher  than  any  of  his  PredecelTors. 
But  his  want  of  Skill  in  the  Art  of  gaining  the  Nations 
Affedlions,  and,  to  fpeak  without  Referve,  that  Want 
of  true  Public  Spirit  in  fome  who  were  now  efteemed 
Patriots  by  the  People,  prevented  the  Effefts  of  the 
King’s  laudable  Intentions,  and  turned  what  he  meant 
for  a  Cordial,  into  a  corrofive  Poifon.  I  am  far  from 
affedting  an  Allegorical  Stile  j  but  there  are  fome  Things 
of  fonicea  Nature,  and  the  Tempers  of  Men  are  in 
fome  Seafons  fo  ftrangely  turned,  that  it  is  not  either  ex¬ 
pedient  for  them  to  hear,  or  for  the  Hiftorian  to  tell  even 
Truth  too  bluntly.  Yet  it  is  equally  dangerous,  on  the 

other 
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other  Hand,  for  one  who  undertakes  fuch  a  Task  as  this, 
to  be  afraid  of  delivering  his  Sentiments  freely  even  fup- 
poling  his  fears  to  flow  from  an  Apprehenfion  of  injuring 
what  he  thinks  it  his  Duty  to  recommend.  Under  a  ftrong 
Senfe  therefore  of  that  in  one  Refpedt  it  becomes  me  to 
fay,  for  the  Service  of  my  Country,  and  what  in  regard  to 
the  Opinions  of  very  great  Aden,  who  have  thought  in 
another  Way,  it  is  unfit  for  me  to  (hew  my  felf  pofitive, 
I  come  now  to  fpeak  of  Ship  Money,  a  Subjedl  equally 
tender  a  hundred  Years  ago,  and  at  prefent f. 

The  Apprehenfions  which  the  King  had  entertained 

of  this  new  League  between  the  French  and  Dutch , 

were  fo  heightened  in  the  Year  1635,  by  the  Junction 

of  the  Fleets  of  thofe  two  Powers,  and  the  Intelligence 

he  had,  that  France  was  fhortly  to  declare  War  againlt 

Spain ,  and  from  thence  to  derive  Occafion  to  divide  the 

Netherlands ,  between  themfelves  and  their  new  Allies, 

all  whofe  Pretenfions  in  refpedt  to  the  Right  of  Fifhing 

in,  and  ufing  the  Seas,  they  had  undertaken  to  fupport, 

that  he  refclved  to  be  no  longer  paflives.  In  order  to  de- 

* 

feat  this  Defign,  and  maintain  the  Sovereignty  annexed 
to  the  Englijh  Crown,  as  well  as  the  Nation’s  Credit,  as 
a  Maritime  Power,  the  King  faw  that  it  was  neceilary 
to  equip  and  put  to  Sea  a  fuperior  Naval  Force.  This 
it  feemed  hard  to  do,  without  the  Affiftance  of  a  Par¬ 
liament  ;  and  yet  the  Delays  in  granting  Supplies  had 
been  fo  great  in  former  Parliaments,  that  his  Majefty 
was  very  doubtful  of  fucceeding,  if  for  this  he  trulled 
to  a  Parliamentary  Supply,  His  Lawyers,  knowing  both 

the 
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the  Nature  of  the  Cafe,  and  his  Diftrefs,  fuggefted  to 
him,  that  upon  this  Occafion  he  might  have  Recourfe 
to  his  Prerogative  ;  which  Opinion  having  been  approv- 
ed  of  by  the  Judges,  'he  thereupon  directed  Writs  to  be 
ilfued,  for  the  levying  of  Ship  Money.  Thefe  Writs 
were,  for  the  prefect,  directed  to  Sea-Ports,  and  fucli 
Places  as  were  near  the  Coaft,  requiring  them  to  furnifli 
a  certain  Number  of  Ships,  or  to  grant  the  King  an 
Aid  equivalent  thereto.  The  City  of  London  was  directed 
to  provide  feven  Ships  for  twenty-fix  Days,  and  other 
Places  in  Proportion.  To  make  the  Nation  the  more  eafy 
under  this  Tax,  the  King  directed,  that  the  Money  raifed 
thereby,  fhould  be  kept  a-part  in  the  Exchequer ,  and  that 
a  diftindl  Account  fhould  be  given  of  the  Services  to 
which  it  was  applied.  But  in  fpite  of  thefe  Precautions, 
the  People  murmured  grievoufly ;  which,  however,  did 
not  hinder  this  Project  from  being  carried  into  Execu¬ 
tion  h‘. 

With  the  Help  of  this  Money,  the  King  in  the 
Month  of  May  163 5,  fitted  out  a  Fleet  of,  40  Sail 
under  the  Command  of  Robert  Earl  of  Lindfey ,  who 
was  Admiral,  Sir  William  Monfon ,  Vice  -  Admiral,  Sir 
John  Pennington ,  Rear-Admiral ;  as  alfo  another  of  20 
Sail,  under  the  Earl  of  EJJex.  The  firfi:  of  thefe  Fleets 
failed  from  Tilbury- Hope  on  the  26th  of  May.  Their  In- 
flrudions  were  to  give  no  Occafion  of  Hoflility,  and  to 
fuffer  nothing  which  might  prejudice  the  Rights  of  the 
King  and  Kingdom,  The  French  and  Dutch  Fleets 

a  '  joined 
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Sir  Philip  Warwick’s  Memoirs,  Sir  William  Monfjn’s  Naval 
Tra&s,  Whitlock’s  Memorial*  &c. 


no  NAVAL  H1STORT 
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Joined  off  Portland ,  the  laft  of  this  Month,  and  made 
no  Scruple  of  giving  out,  that  they  intended  to  affert 
their  own  Independency,  and  to  queltion  that  Preroga¬ 
tive  which  the  Englijh  claimed  in  the  narrow  Seas;  but 
as  Toon  as  they  were  informed  that  the  Englijh  Fleet  was 
at  Sea,  and  in  Search  of  them,  they  quitted  our  Coaft, 
and  repaired  to  their  own.  Our  Admiral  fent  a  Bark 
upon  the  Coaft  of  Britany ,  to  take  a  View  of  them, 
and  from  the  Time  of  the  Return  of  this  Bark,  to  the 
i(t  of  Otfober,  this  Fleet  prote&ed  their  own  Seas  and 
Shores,  gave  Laws  to  the  neighbouring  Nations,  and  ef¬ 
fectually  afferted  that  Sovereignty  which  the  Monarchs 
of  this  Kingdom  have  ever  claimed.  The  good  Effedt 
of  this  Armament,  and  the  Reputation  we  gained  tfcere- 

■  i 

by  Abroad,  in  fome  Meafure,  quieted  the  Minds  of  the 
People,  as  it  convinced  them,  that  this  was  not  an  In¬ 
vention  to  bring  Money  into  the  Exchequer ,  without 
Refpedt  had  to  the  End  for  which  it  was  raifed  \ 

The  King,  perfectly  fatisfied  with  what  had  been 
done  this  Year,  and  yet  well  knowing  that  it  would 
fignify  little  if  another,  and  that  at  leaft  as  good  a  Fleet 
was  not  fet  out  the  next,  had  Recourfe  again  to  his 
Writs  for  levying  of  Ship-Money ;  but  now  the  Aid 
was  made  more  extenfive.  What  was  before  rated  as 
a  particular  Provision,  to  be  raifed  by  the  refpedtive  Ports 
for  their  own  immediate  Safety,  was  now  converted  in- 
to  a  National  Tax,  and  fo  became  the  more  grievous  for 
want  of  Authority  of  Parliament.  The  Burden  indeed 

in  • 


1  We  have  a  clear  and  fidl  Account  of  this  Expedition  writ¬ 
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in  ftfelf  was  far  from  being  preffing ;  at  the  utmoft  it 
did  not  amount  to  above  236,000/.  per  Annum ,  which 
was  not  quite  20,000  /.  a  Month  throughout  the  whole 
Kingdom ;  yet  the  making  it  an  Univerfal  Aid,  and  the 
afleffing  and  colle&ing  it  in  the  Parliamentary  Methods* 
gave  it  an  Air  of  Oppreffion,  and  made  it  extremely 
odious ;  though  the  Neceffity  was  far  from  being  dif- 
fembled,  and  the.  Benefits  refulting  from  the  Care  taken 
cf  the  Narrow  Seas,  which  had  afforded  Matter  of  En¬ 
quiry,  and  Expoftulation  to  every  Parliament  the  King 
had  called,  could  not  be  denied  k.  In  1636,  the  King 
fent  a  Fleet  of  60  Sail  to  Sea,  under  the  Command  of 
the  Earl  of  Northumberland  Admiral,  Sir  John  Penning¬ 
ton  Vice-Admiral,  and  Sir  Henry  Marom  Rear-Admiral. 
They  failed  firft  to  the  Downs ,  and  from  thence  to  the 
North,  where  the  Dutch  Bujfes  were  fifliing  upon  our 
Coaft.  The  Admiral  required  them  to  forbear,  which  they 
not  feeming  difpofed  to  do,  he  fired  upon  them  ;  this 
put  them  into  great  Confufion,  and  obliged  them  to  have 
Recourfe  to  other  Methods.  The  Dutch,  therefore,  ap¬ 
plied  themfelves  to  the  Earl  of  Northumberland ,  defired 
him  to  mediate  with  the  King,  that  they  might  have 
leave  to  go  on  with  their  fifhing  this  Year,  for  which 
they  were  content  to  pay  30,000  /.  and  expreffed  alfo  -a 
Willingnefs  to  obtain  a  Grant  from  the  King,  for  his 
Permilfion  of  their  Vefiels  to  fifii  there,  for  the  Time 
to  come,  paying  an  annual  Tribute  K 

The 
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Memorial,  &c.  1  Kennet’s  Compleat  Hiftory  of  England,  vol. 
iii.  p.  84. 
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The  King  meant  to* have  continued  both  this  Method 
of  raifing  Money,  and  of  fitting  out  Fleets  annually, 
and  by  giving  feveral  young  Noblemen  Commands  at 
Sea,  to  have  rendered  them  the  more  capable  of  ferving 
their  Country  in  Times  of  greater  Danger  ra  ;  but  he 
quickly  found  this  impracticable.  The  Nation  grew  fodif- 
fatisfied  with  this  Method  of  raifing  Money  $  and  the 
great  Cafe  of  Mr.  Hampden ,  made  it  fo  clear,  that  a 
conftant  and  regular  levying  of  this  Tax,  was  danger¬ 
ous  to  the  Conftitution,  and  to  the  Freedom  of  the  Sub¬ 
ject,  that  the  King  was  obliged  to  lay  afide  this  Scheme, 
and  to  content  himfelf  with  ufing  all  the  Methods  that 
could  be  thought  of  to  awaken  the  People’s  Attention  in 
regard  to  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Sea  \  With  this  View, 
his  Majefty  made  an  Order  in  Council,  that  a  Copy  of 
Mr.  Selderis  Book  upon  that  Subject,  fhould  be  kept  in  the 
Council- Chelt,  that  another  Copy  fhould  be  depofited 
in  the  Court  of  Exchequer ,  and  a  third  in  the  Court  of 
Admiralty,  there  to  remain  as  perpetual  Evidence  of  our 
juft  Claim  to  the  Dominion  of  the  Seas°.  Happy  had 
lit  been,  if  the  King  had  at  this  Time  called  a  Parliament, 
and  after  excufing  the  Manner  in  which  the  Money  was 
.levied,  had  fhewn  how  well  it  was  applied,  how  effectu¬ 
ally  our  Navigation  had  been  protected,  and  all  the  Defigns 
;  of  the  French  and  Dutch  defeated  ;  for  it  may  be  then 
.prefamed,  that  the  Parliament  would  have  provided  in 
a  legal  Manner,  for  the  Maintainance  of  thefe  Fleets, 

which 


rm  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval  Tracts,  p.  299,  Warwick’s 
Memoirs,  p.  53.  n  Rufh  worth’s  Collections,  Frankland’s 
Annals,  Clarendon’s  Hiftory,  Whitlock’s  Memorials.  0  See 
the  Order  of  Council,  in  Frankland’s  Annals,  p,  4^6. 
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Which  muft  have  been  of  infinite  Advantage  in  refpeft 
to  the  Trade  of  this  Kingdom. 

Nothing  of  Confequence  occurs  in  regard  to  Na¬ 
val  Affairs  till  the  Year  1639,  when  the  Spaniards  fitted 
out  a  powerful  Fleet,  confining  of  fixty-feven  Sail  of 
large  Ships,  manned  with  25,000  Seamen,  and  having 
on  Board  12000  Land  Forces,  defigned  for  the  Relief  of 
Flanders.  TThe  Dutch  had  two  or  three  Squadrons 
at  Sea,  the  Spanijh  Fleet  coming  up  the  Channel,  was 
met  in  the  Streights  of  Dover  by  one  of  them,  confift¬ 
ing  of  feventeen  Sail,  under  the  Command  of  Herpert 
Van  Tromp ,  who,  notwithftanding  the  Enemy’s  great 
Superiority,  attacked  them;  but  finding  himfelf  too  weak, 
was  obliged  to  Iheer  off  towards  Dunkirk ,  where  being 
joined  by  the  other  Squadrons,  he  fo  roughly  handled  thfe 
Spanijh  Fleet,  under  the  Command  of  Don  Antonio  de 
Oquendo ,  that  at  laft  he  forced  them  on  the  Englijk 
Coaft  near  Dover .  Tromp ,  finding  himfelf  in  want  of 
Powder  and  Ball,  flood  away  for  Calais ,  where  he  was 
liberally  fupplied  by  the  Governor,  and  then  returned  to 
attack  the  Enemy.  Upon  his  Approach  the  Spaniards 
got  within  the  South-Foreland ,  and  put  themfelves  un¬ 
der  the  Protection  of  our  Caftles.  Things  being  in  this 
Situation,  the  Spanijh  Refident  importuned  King  Charles , 
that  he  would  oblige  the  Dutch  to  forbear  Hoftilities  for 
two  Tides,  that  the  Spaniards  might  have  an  Opportu¬ 
nity  of  bearing  away  for  their  own  Coaft ;  but  the  King 
being  in  Amity  with  both  Powers,  was  refolved  to  Hand 
Neuter:  and  whereas  the  Spaniards  had  hired  fome  En- 
glijh  Ships  to  tran  fport  their  Soldiers  to  Dunkirk ,  upon 
Complaint  made  thereof  by  the  Dutch  Ambaffadors, 

ftrift  Orders  were  given,  that  no  Ships  or  Veflels  belong 
Vo l.  il.  T  '  ,b 
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mg  to  his  Majefty’s  Subjects,  fhould  take  any  Spaniard 
on  Board,  or  pafs  below  Gravefend  without  Licence. 

However,  after  much  plotting  and  counterplotting 
on  both  Sides,  the  Spaniard  at  length  outwitted  his 
Enemy,  and  found  Means  by  a  Stratagem  in  the  Night, 
to  convey  away  through  the  Downs ,  round  by  the 
North  Sand  Head ,  and  the  Back  of  the  Godwin ,  twelve 
large  Ships  to  Dunkirk ,  and  in  them  4000  Men.  In 
Excufe  of  this  grofs  NegleCt  of  the  Dutch  Admirals,  in 
leaving  that  Avenue  from  the  Downs  unguarded,  they 
fay  they  were  affined  by '  the  Englijh ,  that  no  Ships  of 
any  confiderable  Burden  could  venture  by  Night  to  fail 
that  Way.  The  two  Fleets  had  now  continued  in  their 
Stations  near  three  Weeks,  when  King  Charles  fent  the 
Earl  of  Arundel  to  the  Admiral  of  Spain,  to  defire  him 
to  retreat  upon  the  firft  fair  Wind;  but  by  this  Time 
the  Dutch  Fleet  was  by  continual  Reinforcements  from 
Zealand  and  Holland ,  increafed  to  a  hundred  Sail,  and 
feeming  difpofed  to  attack  their  Enemies,  Sir  John  Pen¬ 
nington  Admiral  of  his  Majefty’s  Fleet,  who  lay  in  the 
Downs  with  thirty-four  Men  of  War,  acquainted  the 
Dutch  Admiral,  that  he  had  received  Orders  to  aft  in 
Defence  of  either  of  the  two  Parties,  which  fhould  be 
firft  attacked.  The  Spaniards ,  however,  growing  too 
prefumptuous  on  the  Protection  they  enjoyed,  a  Day  or 
two  after  fired  fome  Shot  at  Van  Tramp's  Barge,  when 
he  himfelf  was  in  her,  and  killed  a  Man  with  a  Cannon- 
Ball  on  board  of  a  Dutch  Ship,  whofe  dead  Body 
was  prefen tly  fent  on  Board  Sir  John  Pennington ,  as  a 
Proof  that  the  Spaniards  were  the  firft  Aggrefibrs,  and 
had  violated  the  Neutrality  of  the  King  of  England's 
Harbour,  Soon  after  this  the  Dutch  Admiral  came  to  a 

Refolution 
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Refolution  of  attacking  the  Spaniards  j  but  before  he 
put  it  in  Execution,  he  thought  fit  to  write  to  Admi¬ 
ral  'Pennington ,  telling  him,  that  the  Spaniards  having 
infringed  the  Liberties  of  the  King  of  England’s  Har¬ 
bour,  and  become  the  AggrelTors,  he  found  himfelf  ob¬ 
liged  to  retaliate  Force  with  Force,  and  attack  them, 
in  which,  purfuant  to  the  Declaration  he  had  made  to 
him,  he  not  only  hoped  for,  but  depended  on  his  Af- 
fiftance  ;  which,  however,  if  he  fhould  not  pleafe  to 
grant,  he  prayed  the  Favour,  that  he  would  at  lead  give 
him  Leave  to  engage  the  Enemy,  otherwife  he  ihould 
have  juft  Caufe  of  Complaint  to  all  the  World,  of  fa 
manifeft  an  Injury. 

This  Letter  being  delivered  to  the  Englijh  Admiral, 
Van  Tramp  bore  up  to  the  Spaniards,  in  fix  Divifions, 
and  charged  them  fo  furioully  with  his  Broad-fides,  and 
his  Fire-Ships,  as  forced  them  all  to  cut  their  Cables, 
and  being  fifty-three  in  Number,  twenty-three  ran  a-' 
fhore,  and  ftranded  in  the  Downs,  whereof  three  were 
burnt,  two  funk,  and  two  perilhed  on  the  Shore;  one 
of  which  was  a  great  Galleon  (the  Vice-Admiral  of  Ga¬ 
licia)  commanded  by  Antonio  de  Cajlro,  and  mounted 
with  fifty-two  Brafs  Guns.  The  Remainder  of  the 
twenty-three  which  were  ftranded  and  deferted  by  the 
Spaniards,  were  manned  by  the  Englijh,  to  fave  them 
from  the  Dutch.  The  other  thirty  Spanijh  Ships,  with 
Don  Antonio  de  Oquendo,  the  Commander  in  chief,  and 
Lopez ,  Admiral  of  Portugal,  got  out  to  Sea,  and  kept 
in  good  Order,  till  a  thick  Fog  arifing,  the  Dutch  took 
Advantage  thereof,  interpofed  between  the  Admirals  and 
their  Fleet,  and  fought  them  valiantly  till  the  Fog  clear¬ 
ed  up,  when  The  Admiral  of  Portugal  began  to  flame, 

i  2  being 
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being  fired  by  two  Dutch  Ships  fitted  for  that  Purpofe. 
Oquendo  perceiving  this,  prefently  flood  away  for  Dun¬ 
kirk,  with  The  Admiral  of  that  Place,  and  fome  few 
Ships  more;  for,  of  thefe  thirty,  five  were  funk  in  the 
Fight,  eleven  taken  and  lent  into  Fiolland,  three  per lfh— 
ed  upon  the  Coaft  of  France,  one  near  Dover ,  and  on¬ 
ly  ten  efcaped.  The  firft  Hoftility  committed  by  the 
Spaniards  was  a  Plea  the  Dutch  made  Ufe  of  in  their 
Juftification  to  us ;  and,  at  the  fame  Time  a  fufficient 
Argument  to  defend  the  Conduct  of  the  Englijh  Go¬ 
vernment,  which  otherwife  would  have  appeared  re¬ 
pugnant  to  the  Laws  of  Nations,  in  fuffering  one  Friend 
to  deftroy  another  within  its  Chambers d. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  in  Reality  the 
People  in  general  were  not  forry  for  this  Misfortune 
which  befel  the  Spaniards,  though  the  Court  took  all 
the  Care  imaginable  to  prevent  it:  and  the  Reafonwas, 
that  fome  furmifed  this  to  be  a  new  Spanijh  Armada , 
fitted  out  nominally  againfl  the  Dutch-,  but  in  Truth, 
intended  to  aft  againft  Heretics  in  general.  At  firft 
Sight  this  may  appear  a  wild  and  extravagant  Suggef- 
tion:  but  perhaps,  the  Reader  will  change  his  Opinion, 

1  when  he  is  told,  that  in  the  next  Parliament,  there  real- 
Iv  appeared  fome  kind  of  Proof  of  it;  a  Popijh  Book 
being  produced,  in  which,  among  other  fuperftitious 
Things,  were  Prayers  for  the  holy  Martyrs,  who  perifh- 
ed  in  the  Fleet  fent  againft  the  Heretics  in  England  =. 
However  it  was,  the  bare  Report  undoubtedly  was  more 

than  fufficient  to  alarm  the  Populace,  and  revive  their 

Refentments 


a  Burcliet’s  Nava!  Hiftory,  p.  zSi.  e  Rulliworth  s  Co  - 
leftions,  vol.  ii.  p.  374'  .-Pry one’s  Royal  favourite,  p.  59" 
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Refentments  againft  the  Spaniards .  Some  of  our  own 
Writers  have  affefted  to  reprefent  the  Conduct  of  the 
Dutch  as  derogatory  on  this  Occafion  from  our  Sove¬ 
reignty  of  the  Sea,  but  Foreigners,  who  are  the  beft 
Judges  in  fuch  Cafes,  intimate  nothing  of  this  kind  f, 
though  it  muft  be  allowed,  our  Affairs  were  then  in  fuch 
Confufion,  that  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  his  Majefty 
could  have  properly  refented  any  Indignity  in  Cafe  they 
had  offered  it. 

I  had  like  to  have  flipped  over,  as  I  think  all  our 

Writers  of  Naval  Hiltory  have  done,  the  Expedition  of 

the  Marquifs  of  Hamilton  againft  the  Scots,  which  was 

undertaken  this  Year ;  and  indeed  there  is  very  little  in  it 

worth  mentioning,  except  to  fliew  how  difficult  it  is  to 

come  at  Truth  in  relation  to  thefe  Affairs.  Bifhop 

Burnet ,  in  his  Memoirs  of  the  Hamilton-Family,  has 

given  us  a  very  plaufible  Account  of  this  Matter.  He 

fays,  the  Duke  embarked  at  Yarmouth  about  the  middle 

of  April  1639;  that  he  had  with  him  about  5000  Men, 

among  whom  there  were  not  above  200  that  knew  how 

to  fire  a  Gun :  but  he  does  not  fay  what  Number  of 

* 

Ships  he  had,  or  of  what  Burden;  only  that  the  Troops 
were  tranfported  in  Colfes,  and  arrived  in  the  Frith  of 
Forth  the  firft  of  May .  There  he  continued  for  fome 
Time,  treating  with  the  Scots  to  little  or  no  Purpofe, 
till  the  Seafon  being  loft,  he  returned  without  effe&ing 
any  Thing  s.  Another  Gentleman  who  lived  in  thofe 
Times,and  feems  to  have  known  as  much  of  them, gives  a 

I  3  quite 


f  See  Nani’s  Hiflory  of  Venice,  Book  xi.  p  472,  4-73, 
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quite  different  Detail)  which,  as  it  is  very  (hort,  may 
not  be  unworthy  of  the  Reader's  Notice.  Hamil - 

6C  ton  was  to  be  a  diftindt  General  both  by  Sea  and 
cc  Land,  and  with  a  good  Fleet  was  to  block  up  the 
Scots  Seas;  nay,  to  my  Knowledge,  he  promifed  fo  to 
vifit  his  Countrymen  on  their  Coafts,  as  that  they 
fc  fliould  find  little  Eafe  or  Security  in  their  Habitations, 
cc  For  he  had  three  good  Englijh  Regiments  on  board 
him :  but  the  very  Chpice  of  his  Ships  fhewed  he  had 
€c  more  Mind  to  make  War  upon  the  King’s  Trea- 
€S  fure,  than  on  his  own  Country  or  Countrymen  :  for 
€C  he  had  chofen  fome  of  the  fecond  and  third  Rate  ; 
u  whereas  the  leaft  Frigates  would  have  done  the  great- 
€C  eft  Service :  thus  by  the  very  Bulk  of  his  Ships  oblig¬ 
ee  ing  himfelf  to  an  Inactivity.  One  might  well  have 
**  expected  that  he  that  had  fo  prodigally,  as  a  Com- 
€<  miflioner,  lavifhed  his  Majefty’s  Honour,  and  unhing¬ 
es  ed  the  Government,  would  have  vigorously  employ¬ 
es  ed  thofe  Forces  under  his  Command  to  have  reftored 
both,  and  that  a  Man  of  his  Importance  would  have 
u  found  fome  Party  ready  to  have  countenanced  and 
65  affifted  him:  but  inftead  thereof,  when  he  comes  and 
anchors  in  the  Frith,  his  Mother  (a  violent-fpirited 
Lady,  and  a  deep  Prefbyterefs)  comes  on  Board  him  * 
and  furely  file  had  no  hard  Talk  to  charm  him.  Af- 
««  terwards  the  great  Ships  (like  the  great  formidable 
Log  let  down  to  be  a  King)  lying  ftill,  he  had  feve- 
u  ral  Vifits  from  many  of  the  great  Men,  who  were 
moft  adtive  again  ft  the  King  :  as  if  he  had  been  ra- 
**  ther  returned  from  an  EaJl-Jndjd  Voyage,  than  come 
**  as  a  powerful  Enemy.” 

£  §ir  Philip  Warwick’s  Memoirs,  p.  131,  132. 
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The  Fleet  was  hence  forward  fo  entirely  out  of  the 
King’s  Power,  that  I  think  the  Naval  Hiftory  of  this 
.Reign  ends  properly  here :  and  therefore,  having  already 
related,  as  fairly  and  impartially  as  I  can,  the  feveral  Ex¬ 
peditions  undertaken  by  his  Authority,  I  come  now  to 
mention  the  Progrefs  of  Trade,  the  Increafe  of  Shipping, 
and  the  Encouragement  of  our  Plantations,  during 
the  fame  Space. 

It  appears  from  Sir  William  Monfon ,  and  indeed  from 
all  the  unprejudiced  Writers  of  thofe  Times,  who  were 
competent  Judges  of  thefe  Matters,  that  the  Commerce 
of  this  Ifland  increafed  exceedingly  during  the  firil  fif¬ 
teen  Years  of  this  King’s  Reign ;  infomuch  that  the  Port 
of  London  only  could  have  fupplied  a  hundred  Sail,  ca¬ 
pable  of  being  converted  eafily  into  Men  of  War,  and 
well  furnifhed  with  Ordnance  \  The  Trade  to  the 
Eajl-lndies ,  which  was  but  beginning  in  his  Father’s 
Time,  became  now  very  confiderable,  and  our  Ships 
gave  Law  in  thofe  Parts  to  almoft  all  foreign  Nations. 
The  Trade  to  Guinea  became  likewife  of  very  confide¬ 
rable  Benefit  to  the  Englijh  Subjects,  and  our  Inter- 
courfe  with  Spain,  after  the  ending  of  the  War,  proved 
of  infinite  Advantage  likewife  k.  It  is  true,  there  happen¬ 
ed  fome  confiderable  Difputes  between  the  Government 
and  the  Merchants,  about  Cuftoms,  which  fome  of  the 
Minifters  of  the  Crown  thought  to  have  depended  im - 
mediately  thereupon,  and  might  be  taken  by  Virtue  of 
the  Prerogative  only;  whereas  others  thought,  as  moll  of 
the  Merchants  themfelves  did,  that  nothing  of  this  kind 
could  be  levied  but  by  the  Confent  of  Parliament :  but 

I  4  thefe 
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thef'e  very  Difputes  (hew  that  Trade  was  in  a  flourifiiiijg 
Condition ;  for  if  the  Cuftoms  had  not  rifen  to  a  confi- 
derable  Height,  beyond  what  they  did  in  former  Times, 
no  Miniftry  would  have  run  the  Hazard  of  fuch  a  Con- 
teft *  l.  But  the  principal  Source  of  our  Naval  Strength 
then,  (as  it  has  been  ever  fince)  was  our  Plantations,  to 
the  Encouragement  and  Augmentation  of  which,  even 
thofc  Accidents  contributed  which  might  have  been  o- 
therwife  fatal  to  the  Society  ;  fuch  as  our  Civil  and  Ec- 
clefiaflical  Divifions  which  inclined  Numbers  of  induf- 
trious  and  thinking  People  to  prefer  Liberty,  and  what¬ 
ever  they  could  raife  in  diftant  and  hitherto  uncultivated 
Lands,  to  the  uneafy  Situation  in  which  they  found 
themfelves  at  Home  m. 

The  Colony  of  Virginia  had  ftruggled  under  great 
Difficulties  from  the  Time  it  fell  under  the  Direction  of 
a  Company,  till  the  King  was  pleafed  to  take  it  into  his 
own  Hands;  which  he  did  very  foon  after  his  coming  to 
the  Crown,  and  then  directed  the  Conftitution  of  that 
Colony  to  be  a  Governor,  Council,  and  Affembly,  con¬ 
formable  to  that  of  this  Kingdom,  and  under  which  the 

\ 

Colony  quickly  began  to  flourifh.  But  this  happy  Situation 
of  Affairs  did  not  Iaft  long :  Sir  John  Harv'ey ,  whom 
the  King  had  made  Governor,  did  fo  many  illegal  and 
grofs  Actions,  thdt  the  Colony  being  at  length  no  lon¬ 
ger  able  to  endure  him,  caufed  him  to  be  feized  and 
fent  Home  as  a  Prifoner  in  1639.  This  Behaviour  the 

King  exceedingly  refented,  and  therefore,  fent  him  back 

*  ,  *  /  **  * 
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1  Kufhworth’s  Collections,  Frankland’s  Annals,  Clarendon, 
Whitlock,  Sec.  m  Mr.  Neale  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Puri¬ 
tans  obferves,  that  Archbifhop  Laud  drove  thoufands  of  F^r 
inilies  to  New-Enghncf  by  the  Severities  he  exercifed  here. 
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to  his  Government  without  fo  much  as  hearing  the 
Complaints  that  were  fent  again!!  him.  But  this  was  with 
a  View  only  to  fupport  the  Dignity  of,  the  Crown;  for 
very  loon  after  Sir  William  Berkley  was  fent  over  tofuc- 
ceed  him,  who  proved  as  good  a  Governor  as  ever  this 
Colony  had  n.  That  of  New-England  had  its  Name 
bellowed  by  his  Majefty  when  Prince,  and  was  better 
fettled  in  King  James's  Time  than  any  other  of  our 
Colonies,  and  throughout  the  whole  Reign  of  King 
Charles  the  firft,  was  conftantly  fupplied  with  large 
Draughts  of  People;  fo  that  by  Degrees  it  was  divided  into 
four  Governments,  under  which  it  is  fuppofed  there  might 
be  near  25,000  Inhabitants,  whence  it  appears  the  Trade 
carried  on  between  this  Colony  and  its  Mother  Country, 
mull  have  been  very  confiderable  even  in  this  Period  °. 

The  Papifts  in  England ,  finding  themfelves  liable  to 
many  Severities,  and  being  very  apprehenfive  of  more  and 
greater  falling  upon  them,  were  delirous  of  having  an 
Afylum  in  the  new  World  as  well  as  other  Nonconfor- 
milts;  and  this  gave  Rife  to  the  planting  of  Maryland , 
a  Country  hitherto  accounted  Part  of  Virginia ,  between 
37  and  40  of  N.  L.  which  was  granted  by  King  Charles , 
the  twentieth  of  June  1632,  to  the  Anceltor  of  the 
prefent  Lord  Baltimore ,  and  derived  its  Name  of  Ma¬ 
ryland  >  from  Queen  Henrietta-Maria .  It  was  more 
eafily  and  more  fuccefsfully  planted  than  any  former 
Colony  had  been,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Leonard  Calvert , 
Brother  to  the  Lord  Proprietor,  was  the  firlt  Governor, 
and  continued  to  exercife  his  Authority,  till  that  of  the 

Crown 
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Crown  grew  too  feeble  to  protect  him ;  and  then  the 
Parliament  fent  over  a  Governor  of  their  own p. 

The  Summer-ljlands  which  were  planted  in  thelaft 
Reign,  and  fettled  under  a  regular  Goverment  in  the  Year 
1619,  flouriflied  exceedingly,  the  Country  being  ex¬ 
tremely  pleafant  and  fruitful,  and  the  Air  much  more 
wholefome  than  in  any  other  Part  of  America  s.  As  for 
the  Ifland  of  Barbadoes ,  which  had  been  planted  about 
the  beginning  of  the  King’s  Reign,  it  was  quickly  grant¬ 
ed  to  the  Earl  of  Carlijle ,  who  gave  fuch  Encourage¬ 
ment  to  all  who  were  inclined  to  go  thither,  and  moft  of 
thofe  who  went  became  fo  fpeedily  rich,  that  it  was 
quickly  well  peopled,  and,  even  within  this  Period,  was 
efteemed  the  moft  populous  of  our  Plantations r.  The 
Iflands  of  St.  Chrijiopher  and  Nevis  were  alfo  fettled 
about  this  Time.  I  am  now  to  take  Notice  of  fuch 
Seamen  as  flourifhed  within  the  Compafs  of  this  Reign, 
and  have  not  hitherto  been  particularly  mentioned. 

Amongst  thefe  Sir  Robert  Manfel  claims  the  firft 
Place,  though  the  Memoirs  we  have  of  him,  are  far 
from  being  fo  full  as  might  be  wiftied.  He  was  de¬ 
fended  from  a  very  ancient,  and  now  Noble  Family  in 
Glamorganjbire >  being  the  third  Son  of  Sir  Edward 
Manfdy  Knight,  by  his  Wife  the  Lady  Jean ,  Daugh¬ 
ter  to  Henry  Earl  of  Worcejler  \  He  addi&ed  himfelf 
early  to  the  Sea,  and  under  the  Patronage  of  the  famous 
Lord  Howard  of  Effingham ,  Lord  High-Admiral  of 
England ,  came  to  be  a  confiderable  Officer  in  the  Fleet, 

and  in  the  Ctfi/s-Expedition,  received  the  Honour  of 

Knight- 
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Knighthood  from  the  Earl  of  EJJex  %  who  thence  for¬ 
ward  received  him  into  his  fpecial  Favour;  and  in  the 
IJland-Voyage  he  was  Captain  of  the  Admiral’s  own 
Ship  u.  Upon  his  Return  he  adhered  to  his  old  Patron 
the  Earl  of  Nottingham ,  and  fo  remained  in  Queen  Eli¬ 
zabeth’s  Favour  during  all  her  Reign,  in  which  he  was 
often  employed  at  Sea,  efpecially  in  the  Defence  of  the 
Coaft,  and  in  this  Service  was  remarkably  fuccefsful w.  On 
the  Acceffion  of  King  James  he  was  continued  in  his 
Poll  ©f  Vice-Admiral,  to  which  he  had  been  raifed  by 
the  Intereft  of  the  Earl  of  Nottingham ,  and  remained  in 
Favour  for  feveral  Years.  When  the  Lord  High  Admi¬ 
ral’s  Enemies  had  fo  far  alienated  his  Majefty’s  Affecti¬ 
ons  as  to  procure  a  Commiffion  for  reforming  Abufes 
in  the  Navy  (which  was  equally  detrimental  to  his  Re¬ 
putation  and  Authority)  Sir  Robert  Manfel  chofe  rather 
to  adhere  to  his  Friend,  than  to  make  Court  at  his 
Expence,  and  with  this  View  advifed  his  Lordfhip  not 
to  fubmit  to  this  Commiffion,  for  which  Sir  Robert 
Manfel  was  committed  Prifoner  to  the  Marjhalfeay  and 

continued  there  fome  Months,  in  the  Year  1613  x.  In 

. »  ■  ' 

Confequence  of  this  Enquiry  many  Abufes  were  really 
difcovered  and  corrected;  fo  that  25,000/.  a  Year  were 
foon  after  faved  to  the  Crown  y;  from  a  juft  Senfe  of 
which,  Sir  Robert  advifed  his  Patron  to  refign  his  high 
Office,  perceiving  that  he  began  to  outlive  his  Abili¬ 
ties, 


t  Camden’s  Annals,  p.  726.  u  Sir  William  Monfon’s, 
Naval  TraCts,  p.  1 89.  w  See  Stowe’s  Annals,  Sir  William 
Monfon’s  Naval  TraCts,  Sec.  x  Win  wood’s  Memorials, 

vol.  iii.  p.  460.  y  This  is  affirmed  by  King  James  in  his 
Speech  to  his  Parliament,  A.  D.  1620,  in  Frankland’s  Annals, 
p.  49. 
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ties,  and  that  his  longer  Continuance  therein  might  be 
prejudicial  both  to  the  Public  and  himfelf. 

To  prevent  the  Navy  from  receiving  any  Prejudice 
by  the  Earl  of  Nottingham's  Refignation,  Sir  'Robert 
Manfel  applied  himlelf  to  the  D  ike  of  Buckingham , 
whom  he  advifed  to  obtain  that  Offi::e;  and  when  he 
e^gcufed  himfelf  on  Account  of  his  Youth  and  Want  of 
Experience,  told  him  plainly,  why  he  thought  him  fit- 
teft  for  the  Place.  He  obferved,  that  in  Time  of  Peace 
the  belt  Service  that  could  be  done  was  to  repair  the 
Navy,  and  to  rebuild  fuch  Ships  as  wanted  it;  and  that 
by  applying  himfelf  afliduoufly  to  the  Duty  of  his  Of¬ 
fice,  he  might  acquire  all  the  Knowledge  that  was  ne- 
ceflary,  before  any  War  fhould  call  him  into  Adtion. 
Thus  the  Duke  was  brought  into  the  Office  of  High- 
Admiral  by  the  Perfuafion  of  Sir  Robert  Manfel ,  and 
upon  very  juft  Motives :  neither  was  it  at  all  to  the  Preju¬ 
dice  of  his  old  Matter;  for  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  had 
a  Penfion  of  1000/,  a  Year,  and  the  Duke  made  a 
Prefent  to  the  Countefs  of  Nottingham  of  3000  /.  This 
Tranfadtion  happened  in  1616,  and  in  Confequence 
thereof,  Sir  Robert  Manfel  was  made  Vice-Admiral  for 
JLife.  The  Duke  by  his  Advice  did  another  Thing, 
which  was  very  commendable.  He  procured  a  Commif- 
fion  to  be  granted  to  feveral  able  and  experienced  Per- 
fons  for  the  Management  of  the  Navy,  which  had  very 
good  Effects:  nay,  there  is  great  Reafon  to  believe, 
confidering  the  great  Confution  into  which  Things  after¬ 
wards  fell,  that  the  Fleet,  if  it  had  not  been  for  this  Com- 
iniffion,  would  have  been  abfolutely  ruined;  whereas,  by 
the  Help  of  it,  it  was  fo  well  preferved,  that  Bucking * 
ham  upon  his  Impeachment  acquitted  himfelf  better  in 
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what  related  thereto,  than  in  Regard  to  any  other  Ar¬ 
ticle  z. 

In  1620,  Sir  Robert  Manfel  commanded  the  Fleet 
fitted  out  againft  the  Pyrates  of  Algiers ,  of  which  we 
have  given  an  impartial  Accouiit  in  its  proper  Place 
However  unfortunate  he  was  in  the  Management  of  that 
Expedition,  yet  there  feems  to  be  no  Reafon  to  appre¬ 
hend  he  was  in  any  great  Fault.  It  is  admitted,  that  he 
advifed  it  from  a  generous  and  public-fpirited  Motive,  the 
Defire  of  railing  the  Englijh  Reputation  at  Sea,  and 
freeing  our  Trade  from  the  Inful ts  of  thefe  Rovers :  but  it 
feems  he  was  fent  abroad  with  fo  limited  a  Commiffion, 
and  had  fo  many  raw  and  unexperienced  Officers  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  Fleet,  through  the  Favour  of  eminent 
Courtiers,  that  from  thefe  and  other  crofs  Accidents, 
he  was  difabled  from  performing  what  he  intended, 

though  he  did  all  that  was  in  his  Power,  and  is  on  that 

* 

Account  commended  by  the  moll  knowing  Writers  of 
thofe  Times b.  This  unlucky  Affair,  however,  and  per¬ 
haps  his  declining  in  the  Favour  of  the  Duke  of  Buck¬ 
ingham^  hindered  him  from  being  employed  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles  3  and  the  very  Negledt  of  him  is  men¬ 
tioned  as  one  of  the  Errors  therein  c.  He  continued, 
notwithftanding,  in  Pofleffion  of  his  Office  of  Vice-Ad¬ 
miral,  and  lived  till  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
Wars,  when  he  died  with  the  Reputation  of  being  a 


great 


z  See  all  thefe  Fa<fts  related  in  the  Duke  of  Buckingham’s 
Anfwer  to  the  Firft  Article  of  his  Impeachment  in  Frankland’s 
Annals,  p.  188.  a  See  before,  p.  17.  b  See  an  Account 
of  this  Expedition,  printed  by  Authority  in  1621, 4to.  Rufh- 
worth’s  Cohesions,  vol.  i.  p.  34.  Frankland’s  Annals,  p.  53, 
f  Burchet’s  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  370. 
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great  Seaman,  and  a  Perfon  of  unblemifhed  Integrity; 
leaving,  fo  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  no  Iflue d. 

In  the  Courfe  of  this  Work  Sir  William  Monfonlnas 
frequently  been  mentioned  as  an  Admiral,  and  full  as 
often  cited  as  an  Author;  we  fhall  now  take  Occafion 
to  throw  together  fuch  Particulars  as  relate  to  him,  and 
which  are  lcattered  in  a  variety  of  Books,  in  order  to 
preferve,  as  entire  as  may  be,  the  Memory  of  fo  worthy 
a  Perfon,  and  of  the  principal  Adions  by  him  atchieved; 
fome  of  which  he  has  alfo  left  us  recorded  by  his  own 
Pen. 

The  Family  of  Monfon  has  been  long  fettled  in 
Lincolnfhire ,  of  which  this  Gentleman  was  a  Native  e. 
He  was  the  fourth  Son  of  John  Monfon ,  Efq;  by  Mary 
Daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Hujfey ,  and  was  born  about 
the  Year  1569  f.  He  went  very  early  to  Sea,  as  him- 
felf  informs  us,  about  the  beginning  of  the  Spani/bWars, 
and  in  the  Condition  only  of  a  private  Man ;  his  W ages 
according  to  the  Frugality  of  that  Time,  being  no  more 
than  10  s.  a  Month ;  from  whence  he  was  gradually  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  great  Commands  he  afterwards  bore.  His 
lirft  Voyage  was  in  the  Year  1585,  in  which  he  en¬ 
gaged  without  the  Knowledge  either  of  his  Father  or 
Mother,  and  wherein  he  faw  the  fharpelt  Service  he 
met  with  throughout  his  Life.  He  was  on  board  a  Pri¬ 
vateer,  which  was  but  a  fmall  Veflel,  and  in  Confort 
with  another  ftill  fmaller.  They  failed  from  the  Ip  of 
Wight  in  the  Month  of  September ,  and  foon  after  came 

up 


**  The  Engl ifh  Baronetage,  vol.  i.  p.  489.  e  Collin’s  Peer- 
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up  with  a  flout  Spani/b  Ship  of  300  Tons,  well  manned. 
The  Crew,  however,  of  the  two  Privateers  refolved  to 
board  her,  which  they  did  towards  Evening;  but  the 
Wind  growing  high,  and  the  Night  dark,  their  Veilels 
fell  off,  and  they  were  left  on  board  the  Spaniards.  The 
Fight  continued  all  Night,  with  Variety  of  Succefs; 
but  at  laft,  about  feven  in  the  Morning,  the  Spaniards « 
yielded.  In  1587,  he  had  the  Command  of  a  Ship, 

and  was  employed  afterwards  throughout  the  whole 
Reign  of  the  Queen. 

In  the  Year  1589,  he  ferved  as  Vice-Admiral  in  the 
Earl  of  Cumberland’s  Fleet,  and  did  excellent  Service ; 
but  withal  endured  fuch  Hardlhips  as  brought  upon  him 
a  Fit  of  Sicknefs,  which  detained  him  in  England  a 
whole  Year  h.  In  159 t,  he  ferved  again  under  the 
Command  of  the  Earl  of  Cumberland ,  when  he  had  the 
Misfortune  to  be  taken  by  the  Spaniards ,  and  remain¬ 
ed  a  Prifoner  near  two  Years  *.  This  did  not  difeourage 
him  from  ading  under  the  Earl  again,  as  foon  almoft'as 
he  had  recovered  his  Liberty,  in  the  Year  1593  k-  In 
the  famous  Expedition  to  Cadiz,  in  the  Year  1596,  he 
was  Captain  of  The  Repulfe,  the  Earl  of  EJfiex’s  own 
Ship,  to  whom  he  did  great  Service,  by  his  wife  and 
moderate  Counfel,  and  was,  therefore  very  defervedly 
knighted  In  the  IJland-Voyage  he  commanded  the 
Rainbow,  and  if  the  Earl  of  Efifiex  had  then  followed 
the  Informations  he  gave  him,  he  had  certainly  taken 
moft  of  the  Spani/b  Galleons  »  In  1599,  he  had  the 
Command  of  clbe  Defiance  in  the  Downs,  and  in  1602, 

being 
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being  Vice-Admiral,  he  had  the  good  Luck  to  take  a 
great  Carrack  of  1600  Tons,  which  with  its  Cargo 
was  worth  a  Million  of  Pieces  of  Eight n.  In  1602  he 
was  at  Sea  again,  and  had  the  Command  of  a  Squadron, 
in  which,  though  he  performed  no  great  Service,  yet 
he  brought  it  home  fafely  through  many  Perils  °.  I 
have  not  gone  into  the  Particulars  of  thefe  Services, 
becaufe  they  have  been  all  of  them  treated  at  large  in 
the  former  Volume,  and  with  due  Refpedt  to  the  Ac¬ 
counts  given  of  them  by  this  Gentleman  in  his  Wri¬ 
tings*,  fo  that  to  have  entered  into  the  Circumftances  of 
them  here,  would  have  involved  us  in  needlefs  Repeti¬ 
tions. 

At  the  Acceflion  of  King  James ,  no  Seaman  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  a  fairer  Title  to  his  Favour  than  Sir 
William  Monfon ,  whofe  Attachment  to  his  Intereft  had 
engaged  the  Lords  of  the  Privy-Council  to  place  an 
extraordinary  Confidence  in  his  Management  of  the 
Fleet,  of  which  we  have  before  taken  Notice  p.  It 
does  not,  however,  appear,  that  Sir  William  throughout 
the  Courfe  of  that  Reign,  received  any  extraordinary 
Gratifications,  but  rather  the  contrary.  He  had  the 
Charge  of  the  Narrow  Seas  for  twelve  Years,  that  is, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  Year  1604,  to  the  Year  j6i6, 
in  which  Time  he  did  remarkable  Service  in  fupport- 
ing  the  Honour  of  the  Englijh  Flag  againfl:  the  En¬ 
croachments  of  the  Dutch  and  French ,  and  in  his  re¬ 
markable  Voyage  round  Great-Britain  and  Ireland ,  to 
/  fcour 


n  See  the  Naval  Hillory  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  vol.  i.  p.  424- 
0  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval  Tra&s,  p.  198.  .  p  Naval 

Hillary  of  King  James  in  this  vol,  p.  3,  4.  *  Ibid.  9,-14. 
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Icour  the  Seas  of  Pyrates,  of  which  likewife  we  have 
given  an  Account  in  its  proper  Place  r. 

After  fo  iftany  and  fo  great  Services  rendered  to 
the  Crown,  and  fo  many  Years  fpent  in  Duty  to  his 
Country,  Sir  William  had  the  Misfortune  to  fall  into 
Difgrace,  and  to  find  all  that  he  had  done,  and  all  that 
he  had  advifed.  Which  perhaps  w?.s  of  ho  lefs  Confe¬ 
rence,  mifunderftood,  and  turned  to  his  Difadvantage. 
As  this  is  the  moft  remarkable  Part  of  his  perfonal  Hif- 
tory,  fo  it  feems  to  deferve  our  and  the  Reader’s  At¬ 
tention  on  another- Account,  I  mean  the  Relation  it  has 
to  the  State  of  Maritime  Affairs  in  thofe  Days ;  and, 
therefore,  I  fliall  give  as  clear  and  concife  a  Detail  there¬ 
of  as  I  can.  It  is  a  very  dangerous  Thing  either  to 
offend  the  Great,  or  to  incur  the  Diflike  of  the  Many* 
Sir  William  Monfon  was  fo  unlucky  to  run  into  both 
thefe  Misfortunes  j  the  former  he  incurred  through  a  De¬ 
lire  of  ferving  his  Country,  and  the  latter  by  his  Zeal 
in  difcharging  his  Duty  on  a  ticklilh  Occafion,  His 
great  Knowledge  of  Maritime  Affairs,  and  the  Confi¬ 
dence  which  the  Seamen  had  in  him,  brought  to  his 
View  moft  of  the  Grievances  in  the  Navy,  which  he 
honeftly  laboured  to  red  refs.  This  gave  Rife  to  a  Com- 
miffion  for  that  Purpofe,  which  has  been  often  mention¬ 
ed,  and  that  Commiflion  gave  great  Diftafte  to  the  Earl 
of  Nottingham,  then  Lord  High-Admiral,  and  to  thofe 
Who  under  him  had  the  chief  Management  of  the  Fleet* 
It  went  on  notwithftanding,  a  great  Reformation  was 
made,  and  the  King  faved  abundance  of  Money  in  this  Ar¬ 
ticle  j  which,  however,  did  not  leflen  the  Spleen  con- 
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ceived  agaiaft.  Sir  William  Monfon ,  for  having  fet  this 
Defign  on  Foot s.  The  other  Accident  which  hurt 
him  with  the  People  was  this  i  the  Lady  Arbella  hav- 
ing  made  her  Efcape,  Orders  were  fent  to  Sir  William 
Monfon  to  prevent,  if  pofiible,  her  getting  either  into 
France  or  Flanders ;  and  though  he  did  not  receive  thefe 
Orders  till  twenty-four  Hours  after  her  Departure,  yet 
he  executed  them  effedually,  and  re-took  her  in  a  Bark 
bound  for  Calais ,  within  four  Miles  of  that  Place1. 
This  was  the  fame  Lady  concerning  whom  fo  much 
Noife  had  been  made  in  the  Bufinefs  of  Sir  Walter  Ra¬ 
legh's  Plot;  and  as  fhe  was  a  great  Objed  of  popular 
Pity,  fo  upon  this  Occafion  many  ftrange  Stories  wera 
circulated,  which  ferved  to  raife  an  Odium  on  him  for  re¬ 
taking  her;  though  it  was  his  Duty,  and  what  the  Court 
ought  to  have  looked  upon  as  an  important  Service 
The  Dutch  too,  who  were  angry  with  him  for  his  Con- 
dud  in  the  narrow  Seas,  found  Means  to  do  him  ill 
Offices;  fo  that  upon  fome  very  flight  Pretences  he  was 
committed  clofe  Prifoner  to  the  Tower  in  1616  w:  but 
after  he  ’had  been  examined  by  the  Chief  Juftice  Coke 
and  Secretary  Winwood,  he  was  difcharged;  and  he  af¬ 
terwards  wrote  a  large  Vindication  of  his  Condud,  while 

Admiral  in  the  narrow  Seas. 

He 


*  Rufhworth’s  Collections,  Frankland^s  Anaals,  Ixdiard’s 
Naval  Hiitorv.  *  Winwood’s  Memorials,  vol.  ill.  p.  zbo. 
This  Lady  is  in  mod  of  our  Hiftorians  called  the  Lady  Ara- 
bella,  but' in  the  Proclamation  publiflied  upon  her  Flight,  and 
which  is  extant  in  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  vol.  xvn  p.  ,  i°,  ‘{e 
tided  the  Lady  Arbella,  and  fo  (he  wrote  her  Name.  ^  See 
the  Introduction  to  the  2d  Book  of  his  Naval  Trails.  Ca 
den’s  Annals  of  King  James,  iu  Kennet  s  Cemplcat  Hiltory 

England,  vol.  ii.  p.  646. 
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He  very  foon  recovered  his  Credit;  for  in  1617,  we 
find  him  called  to  Council,  in  order  to  give  his  Opinion 
how  the  Algerines  might  be  beft  reduced  x.  In  the  fuc- 
ceeding  Reign,  which  is  that  we  are  noW  fpeaking  of, 
he  had  likewife  a  great  Intereft,  and  his  Advice  Was 
afked  in  all  Maritime  Affairs;  but,  as  he  differed  in  Opi¬ 
nion  from  thofe  who  were  then  in  Poffeffion  of  Power 
and  Favour,  and  as  he  cenfured  the  Expedition  to  Rhe, 
and  that  againft  Cadiz ^  we  need  not  wonder  that  he 
was  not  employed  y*  Yet  in  1635,  when  the  King 
came  to  better  Notions  of  Things,  and  to  be  truly  con¬ 
cerned  for  his  Sovereignty  of  the  Seas,  Sir  William  Mon- 
fin  was  appointed  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Fleet  command¬ 
ed  by  the  Earl  of  Lindfey ;  which  effeftually  vindicated 
the  King’s  Honour,  and  the  Rights  of  the  Nation  z. 
After  this  he  fpent  his  Days  in  Privacy  and  Peace,  and 
about  the  Year  1640  %  compofed  that  Work  of  his  of 
which  we  have  made  fo  great  Ufe,  and  of  which,  con- 
fidering  its  Subject,  I  think  it  cannot  be  amifs  to  give  a 
lhort  Account. 

It  is  divided  into  fix  Books,  all  oh  different  Subjeds, 
and  yet  all  equally  curious  and  inftru£tive.  The  firft 
Book  is,  for  the  moft  Part,  a  Collection  of  every  Years 
Adlions  in  the  Wars  againft  Spain ,  on  our  own  and  the 
Spanijb  Coafts,  and  in  the  JVieJl-lndies .  A  brief  Narra¬ 
tive;  for  no  more  is  faid,  but  the  Force  they  were  under¬ 
taken  with,  and  the  Succefs  of  the  Enterprise  :  yet  the 
Defign  is  to  {hew  the  Reafons,  either  why  they  mif- 
carfied,  or  why  fo  little  Advantage  was  made  where 

K  2  they 


x  Sir  Willi? m  Mon. on’s  Naval  Tradts.  p.  aero.  y  TkM 
f  25 8,-277.  f  Ibid,  p,  290.  »  Ibid.  p.  295.  ' 
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they  fucceeded.  In  fome  he  is  more  particular  than  in 
others;  and,  what  perhaps  may  be  ftill  of  Ufe,  he  at  laft 
lets  down  the  Abufes  in  the  Fleet,  and  the  Methods  for 
redrefling  them.  His  fecond  Book  continues  fomewhat 
of  the  Method  of  the  firft,  beginning  with  fatherly  In- 
ftruCtions  to  his  Son ;  whence  he  proceeds  to  the  Peace 
with  Spain,  which  puts  an  End  to  the  Warlike  Naval 
Actions,  yet  not  to  his  Command,  being  employed  a- 
gainft  Py rates.  He  inveighs  againft  the  Dutch,  {hews 
the  ill  Management  of  a  Defign  againft  Algier,  and 
makes  very  curious  Remarks  on  the  Attempt  upon  Ca¬ 
diz,  by  King  Charles  the  firft  ;  propofing  Methods  how 
Spain  might  have  been  much  more  endangered ;  with 
other  Particulars  about  the  Shipping  of  England ,  and  So¬ 
vereignty  of  the  Seas.  The  third  Book  only  treats  of 
the  Admiralty  ;  that  is,  of  all  Things  relating  to  the 
Royal  Navy,  from  the  Lord  High-Admiral,  to  the 
meaneft  Perfon  employed  afhore,  and  to  the  Cabin-Boys 
at  Sea ;  and  from  a  corapleat  Fleet  to  the  fmalleft  Vef- 
fel ;  and  Part  of  it ;  with  InftruCtions  for  all  Officers,  the 
Size  of  all  forts  of  Guns,  all  kinds  of  Allowances  on 
Board  the  King’s  Ships,  and  excellent  Directions  for 
fighting  at  Sea  ;  an  Account  of  all  the  Harbours  in  thefe 
three  Kingdoms,  with  many  more  curious  Matters  ac¬ 
curately  handled.  The  fourth  Book  is  of  different  Na¬ 
ture  from  any  of  the  reft,  being  a  brief  Collection  of 
Spanijl)  and  Portugueze  Difcoveries,  and  Conquefts  in 
Africa ,  Afia,  and  America ;  with  fome  Voyages  round 
the  World,  and  fomewhat  of  Englijh  and  French  Plan¬ 
tations,  The  fifth  Book  is  full  of  Projeds  and  Schemes 
for  managing  Affairs  at  Sea  to  the  belt  Advantage  for  the 

Nation.  The  fixth  and  laft  treats  of  fifhing,  to  {hew 

the 
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the  infinite  Addition  of  Wealth  and  Strength  it  would 
bring  to  England ;  with  fuch  Inftru&ions  as  are  neceflary 
for  putting  fuch  a  Defign  in  Execution  b. 

The  writing  and  collecting  thefe  Pieces  were  the 
laft  Efforts  of  his  Genius  j  for  he  died  in  the  Month  of 
February  1642,  being  in  the  73d  Year  of  his  Age,  at 
Kynnerjley  in  Surry ,  the  Place  he  had  chofen  for  his  Re¬ 
tirement,  and  where  he  left  a  numerous  Pofterity c. 

A  s  for  Sir  John  Pennington ,  Sir  Henry  Marom ,  and 
fome  other  Seamen  who  rofe  in  this  Reign  to  be  Ad- 
mirals>  we  meet  with  nothing  relating  to  them  of  Im¬ 
portance  enough  to  deferve  the  Attention  of  the  Reader, 
or  which  can  any  Way  tend  to  the  enlightning  this  Part 
of  our  Hiftory;  and  therefore,  we  fha*I  conclude  our 
Account  of  this  Reign,  with  a  Lift  of  the  Ships  added 
to  the  Royal  Navy  by  King  Charles  I d. 


Ships.  Men  in  Harbour. 

Men  at  Sea. 

Ten  Whelps 

3 

60,  fome  70 

The  Henrietta  Pinnace 

3 

25 

The  Mary  Pinnace 

3 

25 

The  Charles 

9 

250 

The  Henrietta-Maria 

9 

250 

The  James 

9 

260 

The  Victory 

9 

250 

The  Leopard 

7 

170 

The  Swallow 

6 

150 

The  Sovereign 

K  3 

CHAP. 

b  Thefe  Tra&s  are  printed  in  the  3d  Volume  of  Churchill’s 
Colledion  of  Voyages,  It  is  very  plain  from  the  Prefaces  and, 
Dedications,  that  the  Author  intended  them  for  the  Prefs 
though  he  did  not  live  to  publifh  them  c  Collins’s  Peerage 
°f  England,  vol.  iv.  p.  342.  *  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Na¬ 

val!  rafts,  p.  277. 
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tte  Naval  Hijlory  of  G  R  E  AT  B  RITA  IN, 
from  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War  to  the 
Rejloration  of  King  Charles  II.  comprehending  an 
Account  of  all  the  Struggles  between  King  and 
Parliament  for  the  Command  of  the  Fleet ,  the 
Revolt  of  Part  of  it  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the 
patch  War,  the  Difputes  with  France,  the  War 
with  Spain  *,  and  the  Memoirs  of  fuch  famous 
Seamen  as  flourijloed  within  this  Space  of  "Time. 

i  ~  •  •  •*  jr  f  <*  4 

HEN  the  Difputes  between  King  Charges 
I.  and  his  Parliament  were  grown  to 
fuch  a  Height,  that  both  Parties  thought 
the  fhorteft  Method  of  deciding  was 
to  have  recourfe  to  the  Sword,  it  was 
natural  for  them  to  be  extremely  follicitous  about  the 
Fleet,  for  many  Reafons ;  and  for  this  particularly,  that 
whoever  was  Matter  of  that,  would  be  confidered.  as  the 
Supreme  Power  by  foreign  Princes  *.  The  Earl  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland  was  at  this  Time  Lord  High-Admiral:  the 
King  had  given  him  that  Commiffion  to  fatisfy  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  who  had  a  Confidence  in  himj 
and  had  granted  it  during  Pleafure  only,  becaufe  his  In¬ 
tention  was  to  confer  that  Office  on  his  Son  the  Duke 


3  Sir  Philip  Warwick’s  Memoirs,  p.  217*  Whitlocks  Me¬ 
morials,  Edjard,  Rapin,  &c, 
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of  York*  as  foon  as  he  became  of  Age  b.  Sir  Robert 

~  1 

Manfel  was  Vice-Admiral  of  England ;  a  Gentleman 
very  loyal,  but  withal  far  in  Years.  Sir  John  Penning¬ 
ton  was  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Fleet  then  in  the  Downs  t 
and  Sir  John  Mennes  was  Rear  Admiral;  both  well  af¬ 
fected  to  his  Majefty.  The  Parliament,  however,  ha¬ 
ving  formed  a  Projedl  of  difpoffefTing  the  King  of  his 
Fleet,  executed  it  fuccefsfully ;  notwithftanding  thefe 
Circumftances  fo  favourable  for  his  Majefty,  and  though 
he  had  the  Affeftions  of  the  Seamen,  whofe  Wages  he 
had  raifed,  and  for  whom  he  had  always  fhewn  a  par¬ 
ticular  Efteem  c.  This  was  one  of  the  molt  extraor¬ 
dinary  Things  they  did,  was  of  the  utmoft  Confequence 
to  their  Affairs,  and  therefore  we  (hall  give  a  fhort  and 
Impartial  Account  of  the  Steps  they  took  to  accomplifh 
it. 

In  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1641,  the  Parliament  de- 

%  -  ,3*  4  <  4  s  »  ♦, 

fired,  that  is  in  EfFedt  directed,  the  Earl  of  Northum - 
berland^  to  provide  a  ftrong  Fleet  for  the  Nation’s  Secu¬ 
rity  by  Sea,  and  appropriated  a  proper  Fund  for  this  Ser¬ 
vice.  They  next  defired,  that  he  would  appoint  the  Earl 
of  Warwick  Admiral  of  that  Fleet,  on  account  of  his 
own  Indifpofition,  which  rendered  it  impoffible  for  him  to 
command  in  Perfon  d.  The  King  took  this  ill,  and  infilled 
on  Sir  John  Pennington's  keeping  his  Command :  but 
the  Earl  had  fo  much  Refpedt  to  the  Parliament’s  Re¬ 
commendation,  that  he  ordered  the  Fleet  to  be  deliver- 

K  4  ed 

«■■■'  —  .1..  n.,— ...  — — ll„  1,1  1  11  „|  |  1 
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b  Clarendon's  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  p.  157,  the  Oxford 
Edition  in  folio  1732.  c  Clarendon,  ubi  fupra.  Sir  Philip 
Warwick’s  Memoirs,  Heath’s  Chronicle,  Whitlock,  Kenner* 
Echard,  Rapin.  d  Clarendon,  ubi  fupra.  Hift.  of  the  Revo¬ 
lutions  in  England  by  Father  d’Orleans,  Warwick’s  Memoirs* 
Echard. 
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ed  up  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick ,  and  granted  him  a  Com. 
million,  by  his  own  as  he  had  Power  to  do.  This 
was  one  great  Point  gained.  The  Parliament  then 
would  have  made  Captain  Cartwright ,  Comptroller  of 
the  Navy,  Vice-Admiral  in  the  Room  of  Sir  John 
Pennington ;  but  he  refuting  to  undertake  this  Service 
without  the  Ring’s  Permiffion,  his  Majefty  was  pleafed 
to  lignify  his  Pleafure,  that  he  fhould  decline  it  j  which 
he  did,  arjd  the  Parliament  thereupon  appointed  one  Bat¬ 
ten  Vice-Admiral,  who  was  remarkably  difaffedled  to¬ 
wards  the  King ;  and  their  Orders  being  complied  with, 
the  Fleet  in  the  Spring  of  1642,  fell  into  their  Hands, 
though  the  King  was  perfuaded  in  his  Mind,  that  he 
could  at  any  Time  recover  it,  which  was  the  true  Rea- 
fon  of  hjs  not  removing  the  Earl  of  Northumberland 
from  his  high  Office e.  It  was  not  long  before  he  had 
good  Reafon  to  change  his  Opinion ;  for  the  Queen 
fending  his  Majefty  a  fijiall  Supply  from  Holland  in  The 
Providence,  the  only  Ship  the  King  had,  the  Ships  from 
the  Downs  chafed  it  into  the  Humber,  and  forced  the 
Captain  to  run  it  affiore.  Upon  this,  the  King  refolved 
to  attempt  feizing  the  Fleet,  and  if  the  Defign  had  been 
executed  as  well  as  it  was  laid,  might  very  probably  have 

S' 

taken  Effect  ;  but  through  the  Mifmanagement  of  Sir 
John  Pennington  it  mifearried,  and  fprved  only  to  de¬ 
feat  the  King’s  Hopes  for  the  future,  by  affording  the 
Earl  pf  Warwick  an  Opportunity  of  removing  all  the 
King’s  Friends,  which  he  had  long  wanted,  and  now 
made  the  moll  of 

The 

-  .  -  ^  

e  Clarendon’s  Hift.  p.  158.  Xennet,  Rapin*  f  Clarendga’s 
{lift.  p.  220.  Kennet,  Echard,  Rapji), 
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The  Parliament  as  they  had  (hewn  great  Care  and 
Induftry  in  fecuring,  fo  they  fliewed  no  lefs  Wifdom  in 
the  Condudl  of  the  Fleet,  which  they  always  kept  in 
good  Order  and  well  paid.  In  1643,  Vice-Admiral 
Batten  having  Intelligence  that  the  Queen  intended  to 
go  by  Sea  from  Holland  into  the  North  of  England ,  he 
did  his  utmoft  to  intercept  her,  though  on  board  a  Dutch 
Man  of  War.  This  proving  ineffeftual,  he  chafed 
the  Ship  into  Burlington-Bay ;  and  when  the  Queen  was 
landed,  having-  Intelligence  that  (he  lodged  in  a  Houfe 
upon  the  Key,  he  fired  upon  it,  fo  that  many  of  the 
Shot  went  through  her  Chamber,  and  (he  was  obliged, 
though  very  much  indifpofed,  to  retire  for  fhelter  into 
the  open  Fields  K  This  Service,  which  was  performed 
in  the  Month  of  February,  was  very  grateful  to  the  Par¬ 
liament,  becaufe  it  fhewed  how  much  the  Officers  of 
the  Fleet  at  leaft,  were  in  their  Intereft,  In  the  Month 
of  September  in  the  fame  Year,  they  fent  their  Orders 
to  the  Earl  of  Warwick  to  attempt  the  Relief  of  Exeter > 
which  he  performed  with  great  Zeal,  but  with  indifferent 
Succefs;  for  failing  up  the  River  which  runs  by  the 
Walls  of  the  Town,  in  Hopes  of  throwing  Suc¬ 
cour  that  Way  into  the  Place,  he  found  fome  Works 
thrown  up  on  the  Shore,  which  hindered  him  from  dis¬ 
turbing  the  Befiegers  fo  much  as  he  expedted  :  and  yet 
lying  there  too  long  with  this  View,  the  Tide  falling, 
he  was  forced  to  leave  three  of  his  Ships  behind  him; 
two  of  which  were  taken,  and  the  third  burnt  in  his 
prefence  hf  He  did?  however^  great  Service  on  the 

Coaft 


g  Clarendon’s  Hilt  p.  283.  Warwick’s  Memoirs,  p.  2*7. 
Father  d  Orleans’s  Hiff  of  the  Revolutions  in  England,  p.  66, 
!  Parendpn’s  Hill.  p.  346,  *  •  M  ? 
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Coaft  of  DevonJhirey  fecured  Plymouth  and  other  Places*" 
and,  all  the  Time  he  commanded,  kept  the  Fleet  firm  to 

the  Parliament y 
So  long  as  the  Prefbyterian  Party  were  uppermoft, 

*  -  j 

all  Affairs  relating  to  the  Navy  went  on  fmoothly.  The 
Earl  of  Warwick  was  entirely  devoted  to  them,  and  fo 
Were  all  the  Officers  by  him  appointed.  Every  Sum¬ 
mer  a  flout  Squadron  was  fitted  out  to  ferve  as  Occafion 
required,  and  by  this  Means  the  Trade  of  the  Nation 
was  protected  K  But  in  the  Year  1648,  when  the  In- 
dependants  came  by  their  Intrigues  to  prevail,  Things 
took  a  new  Turn,  and  it  was  refolved  to  remove  the 
Earl  of  Warwick  i rom  his  Command,  notwithstanding 
the  Services  he  had  performed,  and  to  make  Colonel 
Rainjhorough  Admiral.  This  Gentleman  had  been  bred 
z  Seaman,  and  was  the  Son  of  a  Commander  of  Diflinc- 
tionj  but  had  for  fome  Time  ferved  as  an  Officer  in  the 
Parliament-Army,  and  was  then  a  Colonel  of  Foot 
When  this  News  came  to  the  Fleet  In  the  Downs ,  it 
put  the  Seamen  into  great  Confufion,  and  their  Offi¬ 
cers,  the  Earl  of  Warwick  and  Vice-Admiral  Batten , 
were  fo  little  pleafed  with  the  U fage  they  had  met  with, 
that  inflead  of  foftening,  they  augmented  their  Difcon- 
tents;  infomuch,  that  they  feized  upon  RainJboroughy 
and  fuch  Officers  as  adhered  to  him,  fet  them  on  Shore, 
and  refolved  to  fail  over  to  Holland ,  in  order  to  take  on 
Board  the  Duke  of  York ,  whom  they  .  called  their  Ad¬ 
miral;  becaufe  the  King’s  Intention  of  making  him  fo, 

was; 


1  Whitlock,  Kennet,  Echard,  Rapin,  k  Heath’s  Chro¬ 
nicle,  Whitlock,  Echard,  Rapin. 
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was  a  Thing  generally  known  l.  Though  the  King 
was  then  a  Prifoner,  and  'his  Affairs  reduced  to  a  very 
low  Ebb,  yet,  if  this  Revolt  of  the  Fleet  had  been  pro¬ 
perly  managed,  it  might  have  had  very  happy  Effects  : 
but  as  it  was  conducted,  it  is  fcarce  poffible  to  conceive 
how  little  Advantage  was  drawn  from  an  Accident  which 
promifed  fo  much.  It  is  true,  the  Parliament,  upon  the 
firft  Intimation  of  the  growing  Difaffe&ion  among  the 
Seamen,  had  direfted  but  half  the  ufual  Provifions  to  be 

put  on  Board  the  Fleet.  This  might  haye  been  eafily 

-  % 

remedied,  considering  that  Kent  was  in  Arms  for  the 
King,  and  many  of  its  Inhabitants  went  on  Board  the 
Fleet,  in  order  to  do  him  all  the  Service  they  could. 
The  great  Misfortune  was,  that  this  Grange  Turn  was 

♦  -r  *  7T  * 

entirely  concerted  by  the  Seamen ;  fo  that  when  they  de¬ 
clared  for  the  King,  they  had  very  few  Officers  among 
them:  and  as  they  were  little  inclined  to  ufe  the  Advice 
of  any  who  were  not  of  their  own  Profeffion,  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  Time  loft  before  they  pofitively  re- 
folved  what  to  do,  which  gave  the  Parliament  an  Op¬ 
portunity  of  recovering  themfelves  from  the  Confter- 
nation  into  which  this  unexpected  Event  had  thrown 
them;  and  the  firft  Refolution  they  took  was  a  very  wife 
one,  viz.  the  reftoring  the  Earl  of  Warwick  to  his 
Title  and  Command,  fending  him  Orders  to  draw  to¬ 
gether  a  Fleet  as  foon  as  poffible  m; 

This 


1  Clarendon’s  Hiflory,  p.528.  Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  17-. 
Warwick’s  Memoirs,  p.  316.  Father  d’Orleans’s  Hilloryofthe 
Revolutions  in  England,  p.  116.  m  Clarendon’s  Hiltory,  p. 
531.  Life  of  Dr.  John  Harwich,  P-  I02*  Heath’s  Chronicle, 
P*  1 76, 
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This  Fleet  which  at  laft  failed  for  Calais,  confifted 
of  feventeen  good  Ships;  and  for  the  prefent  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  had  nothing  near  the  fame  Force  to  oppofe  them  \ 
They  left  a  Ship  riding  before  the  Place  laft  mentioned, 
to  receive  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  then  failed  for  Hol¬ 
land.  Soon  after,  both  the  Prince  and  the  Duke  came 
on  Board,  with  many  Perfons  of  Quality,  who  were 
now  abroad  with  them  in  Exile.  Inftead  of  confidering 
what  Service  the  Fleet  might  beft  be  employed  in,  thofe 
who  were  about  the  Princes  fell  into  Intrigues  for  ob¬ 
taining  the  Command,  and  the  contending  Parties  fill¬ 
ing  the  Seamen’s  Heads  with  very  different  Stories,  that 
Spirit  of  Loyalty  was  quickly  extinguifhed,  which  had 
induced  them  to  take  this  extraordinary  Step  °.  In  the 
midft  of  thefe  Difputes,  Admiral  Batten  came  in  with 
The  Conjlant  Warwick ,  one  of  the  beft  Ships  in  the  Parlia¬ 
ment-Navy,  and  feveral  Seamen  of  Note.  The  Prince 
of  Wales  upon  this  Occafion  took  a  very  wife  Refolution  : 
he  knighted  Batten,  and  made  him  Rear-Admiral,  his 
Brother  the  Duke  of  York  having  before  made  the  Lord 
Willoughby  of  Parham,  who  was  alfo  a  new  Convert 
from  the  Parliament-Party,  Vice-Admiral  p.  As  the 
Fleet  confifted  now  of  about  twenty  Sail,  it  was  judged 
proper  to  enter  upon  Adtion,  and  two  Schemes  were 
propofed :  the  firft  was,  to  fail  to  the  IJle  of  Wight ,  to 
refcue  the  King,  which  might  certainly  have  been  ef¬ 
fected  3  the  other,  to  enter  the  River  of  Thames ,  in  or¬ 
der  to  awe  the  City  of  London ,  by  interrupting  their 

Trade; 
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Trade*  and  to  infceblethe  Parliament,  by  hindring  their 
Supplies  of  Seamen  from  the  outward-bound  Ships : 
which  Scheme  was  thought  the  moft  practicable,  or 
perhaps  the  moft  profitable,  and  was  therefore  imme¬ 
diately  carried  into  Execution  % 

The  Succefs  of  this  Enterprize  was  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  very  favourable  s  and  on  their  coming  into  the 
Mouth  of  the  River,  the  Prince’s  Fleet  took  abundance 
of  rich  Prizes,  particularly  a  Ship  laden  with  Cloth 
bound  for  Rotterdam^  worth  40,000/.  Soon  after  h$ 
entered  into  a  Treaty  with  the  City,  which  ended  at 
laft  in  a  Compoiition  for  his  Prizes r.  The  Earl  of 
Warwick  in  the  mean  while  had  fitted  out  a  ftrong  Fleet 
at  Portfmoutby  with  which  .he  came  into  the  Downs , 
and  anchored  within  Sight  of  the  Prince.  Great 
Endeavours  were  ufed  on  both  Sides  to  draw  over  each 
other’s  Seamen,  but  to  no  great  Purpofe ;  at  laft,  the 
Prince  refolved  to  engage  the  Enemy,  which  he  at¬ 
tempted,  but  was  prevented  by  the  fhifting  of  the 
Wind,  and  then  Provifions  falling  ftiort,  it  was  judged 
expedient  to  fail  for  the  Coaft  of  Holland, ,  where  the 
Fleet  arrived  fafely  3  but  thofe  who  fliould  have  com¬ 
manded  them  were  divided  in  Opinion,  and  in  fuch 
Confufion  among  themfelves,  that  no  new  Courfe  could 
be  refolved  on  s.  The  Earl  of  Warwick ,  who  fufpedt- 
ed  what  would  happen,  and  knew  they  could  meet 
with  no  Supplies  of  Money  to  enable  them  to  pay  the 
Fleet,  followed  them  in  their  Retreat,  and  fent  to  the 

States 
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States  of  Holland ,  requiring  them  to  oblige  certain  Ships* 
which  had  revolted  from  the  Parliament  of  England ,  to 
put  to  Sea. 

The  States  were  very  much  embarraffed  what  to  do 
in  this  critical  Juncture:  they  were  unwilling  to  break 
with  the  Parliament’s  Admiral ;  but  on  the  other  hand 
it  would  have  been  a  Reproach  to  them,  to  have  fuffer- 
ed  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  be  infulted  on  their  Coafts, 
and  in  their  Harbours.  In  the  mean  Time,  both  Par¬ 
ties  being  excited  by  Hatred  as  well  as  Neceffity  to  fight, 
it  was  difficult  to  prevent  it :  both  Sides  at  firft  flattered 
themfelves  with  the  Hopes  of  a  Vi&ory,  becaufe  both 
Sides  were  perfuaded  the  Ships  of  their  Ant  agon  if!  would 
defert  and  come  over  to  them.  The  firft  Step  the  States 
took,  was  to  give  Orders  t©  the  Admiralty  of  Rotter¬ 
dam  to  fit  out  all  the  Ships  they  had,  with  all  poflible 
Expedition,  and  to  fall  down  the  River  to  prevent  the 
two  Fleets  coming  to  an  Engagement.  In  the  mean 
Time,  they  fent  four  Deputies  on  board  the  two  Admi¬ 
rals,  to  beg  of  them  in  the  Name  of  the  States,  not  to 
undertake  any  Thing  on  their  Coafls,  and  in  the  very 
Sight  of  their  Harbours,  which  might  affedt  the  Sove¬ 
reignty  of  their  Republic. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  was  the  moft  tradlable,  becaufe 
his  Sailors,  being  badly  paid,  deferred;  and  even  fome  of 
his  Ships  and  Officers,  which  had  fo  lately  left  the  Par¬ 
liament  to  go  over  to  him,  left  him,  and  took  Part  with 
their  old  Matters  again.  He  had  only  fourteen  Ships 
jeft,  very  poorly  equipped,  with  which  he  retired  under 
the  Cannon  of  Helvoet%  to  avoid  an  Engagement  or  In^ 
fult,  inftead  of  offering  any  h 

Ths 
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The  Earl  of  Warwick  began  to  talk  now  in  a  higher 
Strain,  infilling  that  fuch  as  were  on  board  this  Fleet 
were  Deferters,  and  ought  to  be  given  up  to  him;  but 
at  laft,  finding  that  there  was  little  good  to  be  done  he 
put  to  Sea,  and  returned  home;  after  which  the  Fleet 
was  put  abfolutely  under  the  Command  of  Prince  Ru- 
pcrt ,  who  determined  to  carry  on  a  pyratical  War: and 
thus  this  extraordinary  Accident,  which  properly  ma¬ 
naged  might  have  been  a  Means  of  preferving  the  King 
and  Kingdom,  turned  to  no  Advantage  to  the  former, 
and  proved  of  infinite  Detriment  to  the  latter,  as  it  di¬ 
vided  the  Naval  Force,  and  rendered  precarious  the 
Trade  of  the  Nation.  Thefe  Tranfadtions  happened 
between  the  latter  End  of  July  1648.  and  the  Clofe  of 
the  fame  Year,  about  which  Time  Prince  Rupert  left  the 
Dutch  Coaft,  in  order  to  repair  to  Ireland .  In  this  Scheme 
he Succeeded  happily,  taking  many  Prizes  in  hisPafiage, 
and  arriving  fafely  at  lafl  in  the  Port  of  Kinfale  u. 

The  Parliament,  however,  had  now  recovered  their 
Sovereignty  at  Sea,  where  they  kept  fuch  ftrong  Squa¬ 
drons  continually  cruifing,  that  it  was  not  thought  ad- 
vifeable  for  King  Charles  II.  to  venture  his  Perfon  on 
that  Element,  in  order  to  go  to  Ireland ,  where  his  Pre¬ 
fence  was  neceflary  w.  Yet  the  Earl  of  Warwick , 
who  had  ferved  them  fo  faithfully,  and  with  fuch 
Succefs,  was  removed  from  the  Command  of  the  Fleet, 
which  was  put  into  the  Hands  of  Land-Officers,  fuch 
as  Blake  and  Popham ,  who,  notwithftanding,  behaved 
well,  quickly  gained  the  Love  of  the  Sailors,  and  grew 

in 
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in  a  fliort  Time  able  Seamen  themfelves  *.  As  for 
Prince  Rupert ,  he  continued  cruifing  and  making  Pri¬ 
zes,  throughout  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Year  1649  y, 
while  the  War  continued  hot  in  Ireland-,  but  Things 
taking  a  new  Turn  there,  entirely  in  the  Parliament’s 
Favour,  Orders  were  given  by  the  Parliament  to  their  Ad¬ 
mirals  Blake  and  Popham,  to  block  up  the  Prince’s  Squa¬ 
dron  in  the  Port  of  Kinfale,  which  they  accordingly 
did,  and  reduced  them  to  fuch  Extremities,  that  his 
Men  began  to  defert  in  great  Numbers ;  fo  that 
finding  his  Cafe  defperate,  the  whole  Kingdom  of  Ire - 
land  in  a  manner  conquered,  all  Hopes  of  Succour  loft, 
and  very  indifferent  Terms  to  be  hoped  for  from  the 
Conquerors,  he  at  laft  took  a  defperate  Refolution  of  forc¬ 
ing  a  Paflage  through  the  Enemy’s  Fleet,  which  he  ef¬ 
fected  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Oftober,  with  the  Lofs, 
however,  of  three  Ships,  and  fo  failed  away  to  the  Coaft  of 
France  2,  where  he  continued  to  obftruCl  the  Englijh 
Trade,  and  to  make  Prize  of  fuch  Ships  as  fell  in  his 
Way,  aCting  entirely  on  his  own  Head,  and  without  alk- 
ing  or  receiving  any  Directions  from  the  King. 

Prince  Rupert ,  after  he  had  made  his  Efcape,  in  the 
manner  we  have  before  related,  out  of  the  Harbour  of 
Kinfale ,  refolved  to  fail  into  the  Mediterranean ;  but 
with  what  other  View  than  that  of  carrying  on  his  old 
Trade  of  privateering,  does  not  appear  a.  When  he 
came  upon  the  Coait  of  Spain,  his  Fleet  fuffered  ex¬ 
ceedingly 
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ceedingly  by  a  Storm,  which  drove  five  of  his  Fleet  in¬ 
to  the  Port  of  Carthagena ,  where  they  were  very  ill 
treated  by  the  Spaniards,  who  plundered  two  of  the 
Ships,  and  compelled  many  of  the  Men  to  enter  again  ft 
their  Will  in  to  then  Service  b.  A  Fleet  belonging  to 
the  Parliament,  under  the  Command  of  Blake  and  °Pop- 
isam,  arrived  foon  after  at  St.  Andero,  and  wrote  from 
thence  a  Letter  in  ftrong  Terms  to  the  King  of  Spain , 
demanding  that  both  Ships  and  Men,  in  cafe  any  of 
Prince  Rupert's  were  in  his  Power,  fhould  be  delivered 
up ;  with  Threats  in  cafe  they  were  refufed.  To  this 
a  very  civil  Anfwer  was  given ;  and  a  Ring,  worth  1  $00  /. 
wasfent  to  the  Admiral,  as  a  Token  of  the  King  of 
Spain’s  Refped c.  After  this,  Blake  followed  Prince  °Ru- 

,  $ert  Int0  tJle  Rlver  of  Lijbon,  where  in  the  Months  of 
September  and  October  1650,  he  ruined  the  Braftl Fleet; 
which  induced  the  Portugueze  to  force  Prince  Rupert 
out  of  their  Port,  whence  he  failed  to  Carthagena. 
Blake  purfued  him  thither;  but  being  obliged  for  want 
of  Provifions  to  put  to  Sea,  his  Highnefs  efcaped  to  Ma¬ 
laga,  where  he  took  feveral  Englijh  Ships,  ’till  Blake 
came  thither  and  fell  upon  his  fmall  Squadron,  which 
confided  now  but  of  five  Ships.  One  of  thefe  he  drove 
afhore,  burnt  two  more,  and  forced  Prince  Rupert  him- 
R,f  to  make  his  Efcape  through  Spain  \  His  Highnefs 

foon  after  went  to  Sea  again,  cruized  nowon  the  Spa¬ 
niards  and  Genoefe,  as  well  as  the  Englijh  %  and  bavin* 
tacen  feveral  rich  Prizes  failed  to  the  Weft-. Indies,  whither 

VOL.  II.  T 
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his  Brother  Prince  Maurice ,  with  a  fmall  Squadron,  was 
gone  before.  In  thofe  Seas  they  did  likewife  a  great 
deal  of  Mifchief,  till  Prince  Maurice  in  The  Conjlant 
Reformation  was  call  away  ^ ,  and  Prince  Rupett,  finding 
the  few  Ships  he  had  left,  fo  leaky  and  rotten,  that  they 
were  fcarce  able  to  keep  the  Sea,  was  glad  to  return  to 
France  ;  and  arriving  in  the  Port  of  Nantes  in  the  Year 
1652,  with  a  Man  of  War,  and  three  or  four  other 
Ships,  he  was  forced  to  fell  them  to  pay  the  People’s 
Wages  s.  Such  was  the  End  of  about  twenty-five  good 
Ships  well  manned,  which  had  deferted  the  Parliament 
Service !  and  the  Reader  will  eafily  judge,  how  great  a 
Lofs  this  was  to  the  Nation,  which  was  foon  after  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  Dutch  War. 

Admiral  Blake  on  his  Return  to  England  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  great  Favour  by  the  Parliament,  had  the 
Thanks  of  the  Houfe  given  him,  and  in  Conjundlion 
with  Dean  and  Popham,  had  the  fupreme  Power  at 
Sea  veiled  in  him  for  the  Year  1651  h.  The  firft  Ex¬ 
ploit  that  his  Mailers  thought  of,  was  the  Reduction  of 
the  Iflands  of  Scilly,  which  were  Hill  held  for  the  King 
by  Sir  John  Greenville,  The  Privateers  fitted  out  from 
thence  did  a  great  deal  of  Mifchief  to  Trade,  and, 
therefore,  might  well  have  deferved  the  Parliaments 
Notice;  but  there  was  another  Incident  which  made 
them  particularly  uneafy  at  that  Jundure ;  and  this  was 
the  Arrival  of  a  Dutch  Squadron  there,  of  twelve  Men 
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of  War,  commanded  by  Admiral  Van  Tromp  ».  The 
Pretence  of  fending  him  was  to  demand  Satisfaction  of 
the  Governor  for  about  twenty  Prizes,  which  in  a  (horc 
Space  had  been  carried  into  his  Ports  by  his  Privateers  : 
but  the  true  Defign  was  to  drive  a  Bargain  with  him,  if 
poffible,  for  thofe  Iflandsj  which  might  have  had  very  bad 
Confequences  had  it  been  carried  into  Execution. Admiral 
Blake  in  the  Phoenix  Frigate,  in  Conjunction  with  Sir 
George  Ayfeue ,  with  a  fmall  Fleet  failed  thither  in  the 
Month  of  May,  and  very  quickly  performed  what  they 
were  fent  for,  the  Governor  being  glad  to  deliver  up  his 
Charge  upon  honourable  Terms,  and  the  Admiral  as 
willing  to  grant  all  he  could  reafonably  expeCt  k . 
Thence  Blake  failed  with  the  Fleet  to  Jerfey ,  where 
he  arrived  in  the  Month  of  Olfober,  and  reduced  it  by 
the  end  of  the  Year  ;  as  he  did  like  wife  Cornet-Cajlk % 
which  was  the  only  Place  held  out  for  the  King  in 
Guernfey ,  and  thus  fecured  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Sea 
in  this  Part  of  the  World  for  the  Parliament  h 


#  SlR  George  Ayfiue ,  after  the  Reduction  of  Stilly,  ha¬ 
ving  ftrengthened  his  Fleet  with  fome  Ships,  failed  in¬ 
to  the  Weft-Indies ,  in  order  to  reduce  fuch  of  the  Plan¬ 
tations  as  had  declared  for  the  King.  On  board  his  Fleet 
failed  Colonel  Allen ,  a  Gentleman  of  Barbadoes ,  who  had 
been  fent  by  fuch,  in  that  Colony  and  the  Leeward - 
Ijlands ,  as  were  well  affeCted  to  the  Parliament  to  de- 
tnand  Relief.  This  Fleet  arrived  in  Carlifie-Bay  in 

^  %  Barbadoes 
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Barbados^  on  the  fixteenth  of  Ottober  1651,  and  took 
fourteen  Sail  of  Butch  Ships  that  were  trading  there. 
Francis  Lord  IVilloughby  of  Parham ,  whom  we  before- 
mentioned,  was  Governor  of  the  Ifland  for  the  King, 
and  (hewed  fo  good  an  Inclination  to  defend  himfelf, 
that  it  was  the  17th  of  December  before  Admiral  Ayfcue 
thought  fit  to  attempt  landing;  which  at  lad  he  effedt- 
ed  with  fome  Lofs,  Colonel  Allen  with  between  thirty 
and  forty  Men  being  killed  in  the  Attempt.  After  his* 

Forces  were  on  Shore,  the  Governor  thought  fit  to  ca¬ 
pitulate,  and  had  very  fair  Conditions  given  him;  for 
which  it  is  thought  Admiral  Ayfcue  was  never  forgiven 
by  his  Mailers  at  home  m.  While  he  lay  at  Barbadoes , 
he  fent  a  few  Ships  under  Captain  Dennis  to  reduce  Vir¬ 
ginia,  which  with  fome  Trouble  he  effected.  Sir  George 
likewife  fubdued  the  Leeward  Iflands;  and  having  thus 
throughly  fulfilled  his  Commilfion  he  returned  into 
Europe ,  where,  as  we  (hall  fee,  he  found  the  Dutch  War 

already  broke  out  n. 

The  Caufes  of  this  War  are  very  differently  related 
according  to  the  Humours  and  Opinions  of  diffeient 
Writers;  the  Truth,  however,  feems  to  be,  that  the 
Old  Common-wealth  was  jealous  of  the  New  one,  and 
began  to  apprehend,  that,  whatever  the  reft  of  the 
World  might  be,  Holland  was  no  Gainer  by  the  Change 
of  Government  in  England.  The  Parliament,  on  the 
other  Side,  was  very  jealous  of  it’s  new-acquired  Sove¬ 
reignty,  and  expefted,  therefore,  extraordinary  Marks  of 
'  Regard 
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Regard  from  all  the  Powers  with  which  it  correfpond- 
ed  °.  The  Murder  of  Dr.  Dorijlaus ,  whom  they  had 
fent  with  a  publick  Character  to  the  States,  incenfed 
them  exceedingly;  nor  were  they  better  fatisfied  with 
the  Reception  that  St.  John  and  the  reft  of  their  Am- 
bafladors  met  with;  and,  therefore,  had  little  Regard  to 
the  Expoftulations  of  the  Dutch ,  about  their  A61  of 
Navigation,  which  was  certainly  a  well-contrived  Mea- 
fure,  both  for  preferving  and  for  extending  the  Trade  of 
this  Nation.  The  Dutch ,  on  the  other  hand,  were  ex- 
tremely  alarmed,  when  they  found  the  Englijh  Com¬ 
mon-wealth  infill  on  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Sea,  the 
Right  of  filhing,  and  licenfing  to  fifh,  difpofed  to  carry 
the  Point  of  the  Flag  to  the  utmoft  height,  and  beha¬ 
ving  fo  in  all  Refpedls,  that  the  States  were  convinced 
they  would  a 61  upon  King  Charles' s  Plan,  with  this 
great  Advantage  of  railing  Money  in  much  larger  Sums, 
and  yet  with  far  lefs  Trouble  than  he  did  p.  It  was 
in  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1652,  that  Things  came  to 
Extremities,  but  it  was  warmly  difputed  then,  and  is 
not  fully  fettled  at  this  Day  who  were  the  Aggreflors, 
From  the  bell  Comparifon  I  have  been  able  to  make 
from  all  the  authentic  Accounts  on  both  Sides,  it  feems 
to  me  moft  probable,  that  th q  Dutch  were  the  Aggref- 
fors :  and  this  for  many  Reafons  ;  but  particularly,  bc- 
caufe  they  made  fecretly  great  Preparations  for  War,  and 
had  adtually  one  hundred  and  fifty  Ships. of  Force  at  Sea; 

L  3  whereas 
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Reafons  on  which  the  Dutch  War  was  grounded,  may  confult 
Whitlock,  Clarendon,  Holies,  RuJhworth,  See.  on  one  Side; 
and  Bafnage,  Le  Clerc,  VVicquefort,  and  the  Lives  9f 
Admirals  on  the  other. 
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whereas  the  Englijh  Parliament  equipped  no  more  than  the 
ufual  Squadron  for  guarding  the  narrow  Seas,  which  was 
under  the  Command  of  Admiral  Blake ,  and  confifted 
of  twenty-five  Ships  only 

The  firft  Blood  that  was  drawn  in  this  Quarrel, 
was  occafioned  by  Commodore  Young's  firing  upon  a 
Dutch  Man  of  War,  for  refuting  him  the  Honour  of 
the  Flag.  This  was  on  the  14th  of  May  1652,  and 
proved  very  honourable  for  our  Nation,  Young  adted 
with  great  Caution,  and  gave  the  Dutch  all  the  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  avoiding  a  Difpute  that  they  could  defire.  He 
fent  his  Boat  on  board  the  Dutchman  to  perfuade  him  to 
{trike*  but  the  Captain  anfwered  plainly  and  honeltly, 
that  the  States  had  threatened  to  take  off  his  Head,  if  he 
{truck :  and  upon  this  the  Fight  began,  in  which  the 
Enemy  was  fo  roughly  handled,  as  to  be  obliged  to 
{trike.  There  were  two  other  Ships  of  War,  and  about 
twelve  Merchant-Men,  none  of  which  interfered  *  and 
on  the  other  Side,  after  the  Dutch  Ships  had  taken  in 
their  Flags,  Commodore  Young  retired  without  making 
any  Prizes,  This  Affair  would  have  been  more  talked 
of,  if  an  Engagement  of  greater  Confequence  had  not 
happened  quickly  after  r. 

Admiral  Van  Tramp  was  at  Sea  with  a  Fleet  ofup^ 
wards  of  forty  Sail,  to  prote&  (as  was  given  out)  the 
Dutch  Trade.  This  Fleet  coming  into  the  Downs  on 
the  r8th  of  May ,  they  met  there  with  a  final!  Sqaadron, 
under  the  Command  of  Major  Bourne ,  to  whom  the 
Adxnfial  fent  Word*  that  he  wa$  forced  in  by  Strefs  of 

Weather  5 


Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  3 1 4.  Clarendon,  Columna  Roftrata. 
r  This  Account  I  take  from  Young’s  Letter  to  the  Farfia* 
meat. 
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Weather  5  Bourne  anfwered  roundly,  this  would  beft 
appear  by  the  fhortnefs  of  his  Stay,  and  fent  Advice  of 
it  to  his  Admiral.  The  next  Day  Van  Trornp  with  his 
Fleet  bore  down  upon  Blake  in  ZW^r-Road,  and  on  his 
coming  near  him,  Blake  fired  thrice  at  his  Flag;  upon 
which  the  Dutch  Admiral  returned  a  Broad-fide.  For 
near  four  Hours  Blake  was  engaged  almoft  alone,  but 
by  Degrees  the  Weather  permitted  his  Fleet  to  come  in, 
and  then  they  behaved  bravely.  Towards  the  Clofe  of  the 
Engagement,  which  lafted  from  four  in  the  Afternoon  till 
nine  at  Night,  Bourne  came  in  with  his  eight  Ships;  up¬ 
on  which  the  Enemy  bore  away.  In  this  Battel  the 
Victory  was  clearly  on  the  Side  of  the  Englijh ,  as  the 
Dutch  Writers  themfelves  confefs,  there  being  two  Dutch 
Ships  taken,  and  one  difabled ;  whereas,  the  Englijh  loft 
none:  and  yet  the  Inequality  was  very  great;  for  the 
Dutch  Fleet  confifted  at  iirft  of  forty-two  Ships,  and 
Blake’s  only  of  fifteen,  and  at  the  End  of  the  Fight  had 
no  more  than  twenty-three.  The  Admirals  wrote  each 
of  them  an  Account  of  this  Affair  to  their  refpe&ive 
Mafters;  wherein  they  plainly  contradict  each  other; 
but  with  this  difference,  that  there  is  no  difproving  any 
FaCl  mentioned  in  Blake’s  Letter  ;  whereas  there  are  fe- 
veral  Falfhoods  orMiftakes  at  leaft  in  'Tromp’s-,  fuch  as, 
that  Bourne’s  Squadron  confifted  of  twelve  large  Ships, 
which  could  not  be  true.  Befides,  though  he  infills  on 
Blake’s  being  the  Aggreffor,  yet  he  owns,  that  his  Flag 
was  out  all  the  Time.  The  States  themfelves  were  fo 
fenfible  of  their  being  in  the  Wrong,  that  they  apologiz¬ 
ed  for  it,  and  fent  over  another  Ambaffador  the  Hcer 
Adrian  Paauw  to  proceed  on  the  Treaty.  But  the  De¬ 
mands  of  the  Parliament  were  too  high,  and  fo  all 

L  4  Thoughts 
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Thoughts  of  Peace  were  laid  by  on  both  Sides,  and  the 
War  was  proclaimed  in  Holland  on  the  8th  of  July  \ 
The  Englijb  in  the  mean  Time,  by  Virtue  of  the 
Aft  of  Navigation,  and  by  way  of  Reprifal  and  Re¬ 
quital  for  the  late  Damages,  Affronts  and  Hoftilities, 
took  many  Dutch  Ships.  Tune  11,  Blake  brought  in 
eleven  Merchant-Ships  with  their  Convoy  coming  from 
Is  antes,  "June  12,  the  Captains  Tayllr  and  Peacock , 
in  two  Englijh  Frigates,  engaged  two  Dutch  Men  of 
War,  on  the  Coaft  of  Flanders ,  for  refufing  to  ftrike;  of 
the  which  one  was  taken,  and  the  other  branded :  and 
on  the  13th  of  the  fame  Month,  Blake  took  twenty-fix 
Merchant-Ships,  with  three  Convoys  bound  home  from 
France .  July  4,  Vice-Admiral  Ayfcue  (who,  in  his  late 
Return  from  the  Reduftion  of  Barhadoes ,  had  taken  ten 
Merchant-Ships,  and  four  Men  of  War)  attacked  the 
St.  Ubes  Fleet  of  about  forty  Sail,  of  which  near  thirty 
were  taken,,  burnt  or  dranded,  and  plundered  on  the 
French  Coaft.  After  this,  while  the  States  with  the 
Utmoft  Diligence  were  getting  ready  a  Fleet  of  feventy 
Men  of  War,  under  the  Command  of  Tromp  ;  Blake 
with  about  fixty,  received  Orders  to  fail  to  the  North 
to  aidurb  the  Dutch  Fifliery.  Sir  George  Ayfcue  (who, 
fince  the  Deftruftion  of  the  St.  Ubes  Fleet,  had  taken 
five  Dutch  Merchant-Ships)  was  left  with  the  Remaind¬ 
er  of  the  Englijh  Fleet,  confiding  of  feven  Men  of  War 
in  the  Downs,  While  Blake  triumphed  in  the  North, 
as  we  (hall  fhew  in  another  Place,  Tromp  with  his  great 

Fleet 


5  This  Account  is  copied  from  that  printed  by  Order  qf  the 
Parliament,  with  both  Admirals  Letters  and  other  Papers  an* 
uexsd,  4to,  1652. 
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Fieet  came  into  the  Mouth  of  the  Thames,  in  Hopes 
of  furprizing  Ayfcue,  or  infulting  the  Coaft.  hailing 
of  this  he  failed  Northward  to  intercept  Blake  ;  but 
his  Ships  being  difperfed  by  a  Storm*  he  was  difap- 
pointed  in  that  Scheme  alio*  and  loft  live  or  fix  Frigates 
which  fell  into  the  Hands  of  Blake,  on  his  Return  to¬ 
wards  the  South  r. 

The  People  in  Holland  were  very  much diflatisfied 
with  the  Conduct  of  Tromp,  which  is  the  Cafe  in  all 
free  Countries*  where  a  Commander  in  chief  is  unfuccefs- 
ful.  He  added  upon  this  Occafion  like  a  wife  Man,  and 
one  who  had  a  nice  Senfe  of  Honour,  firft  juftifying 
himfelf  to  the  States,  and  then  laying  down  his  Com- 
miffion  to  gratify  the  People.  The  main  Objection  a- 
gainft  him  was  his  being  no  great  Seaman;  and  this  en¬ 
gaged  the  States  to  caft  their  Eyes  upon  de  Ruyter,  the 
ableft  Man  amongft  them  in  his  Profeffion.  He  accepted 
the  Command  unwillingly;  for  he  faw  that  as  Things 
then  flood,  the  Englijh  were  fuperioru.  The  Parlia^ 
ment  in  the  mean  Time  took  Care  to  ftrengthen  Sir 
George  Ayfcue's  Fleet,  fo  that  it  amounted  to  thirty- 
eight  Sail ;  of  which  only  two  were  large  Ships,  and 
the  reft  Frigates  and  Fire-Ships.  With  thefe  he  put  to 
Sea  in  Search  of  the  Dutch,  and  took  many  Prizes,  and 
at  laft  met  with  de  Ruyter,  who,  with  a  Fleet  equal  to 
his  own,  was  convoying  home  between  fifty  and  fixty 
Merchant-Men.  This  was  on  the  16th  of  Augujl  1652, 
and  as  our  Admiral  was  cruifing  off  Plymouth .  It  was 
about  one  in  the  Afternoon  when  the  Fleets  came  in 


Sight, 


1  Rufhworth,  Heath’s  Chronicle,  Clarendon,  Bafnage,  &c. 
**  Bafnage  Annales  des  Provinces  IJnies,  vol,  i.  p.  258,  259. 


i54  NAVAL  HIST  0  RT 

Sight.  De  Ruyter  took  twenty  of  the  Merchant-Ships  in¬ 
to  his  Line  of  Battel,  and  was  then  very  ready  to  en¬ 
gage.  The  Fight  began  about  four,  when  the  Englifh 
Admiral  with  nine  others  charged  through  the  Dutch 
Fleet,  and  having  thus  got  the  Weather-Gage,  attacked 
them  again  very  bravely,  and  fo  they  continued  fighting 
till  Night,  which  parted  them ;  the  reft  of  Sir  George's 
Fleet  having  very  little  to  do  in  the  A&ion.  The  Rear- 
Admiral  Captain  Peck  loft  his  Leg,  of  which  he  foon 
after  died,  and  moft  of  the  Captains  who  did  their  Duty 
were  wounded,  and  a  Fire-Ship  was  loft.  On  the  other 
Side,  the  Dutch  were  miferably  torn,  fo  that  many  of 
their  beft  Ships  were  fcarce  able  to  keep  the  Sea.  Sir 
George  Ayfcue  followed  them  for  fome  Time  the  next 
Day,  and  then  returned  into  Plymouth-Sound  to  refrefli 
his  Men,  and  repair  his  Ships  w.  The  Dutch  give  a 
very  partial  Account  of  this  Bufinefs,  in  which  with¬ 
out  Queftion  the  Englijk  had  fome,  and  might  have  had 
much  greater  Advantage,  if  their  Captains  had  behaved 
as  they  ought.  This  the  Parliament  very  well  knew; 
but  by  a  refined  Stroke  of  Policy,  chofe  rather  to  lay 
the  Fault  on  a  Angle  Man,  than  indanger  the  Obedience 
of  the  Fleet,  by  punilhing  many:  upon  which  Princi¬ 
ple  they  laid  afide  Sir  George  Ayfcue  \  but  foftly,  and 
with  a  Reward  of  300/.  in  Money,  and  300/.  a  Year. 
The  true  Reafon  of  this  was,  his  granting  fo  good  Terms 
to  the  Lord  Willoughby ,  which  they,  however,  perform* 
cd  very  punctually  *. 

The 
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The  War  was  not  long  confined  to  the  Coafts  of 
Britain ,  but  fpread  itfelf  into  almoft  every  Sea;  and 
every  Wind  brought  the  News  of  frcfh  Deftruftion  and 
Slaughter.  About  the  latter  End  of  the  fame  Month, 
the  Dutch  Admiral  Van  Galen ,  with  eleven  Men  of 
War,  met  and  attacked  the  Englijh  Commodore  Bod - 
ley,  with  three  Men  of  War,  a  Fire-Ship,  and  three 
or  four  Merchant-Ships,  homeward-bound  from  Scande- 
roon  and  Smyrna.  The  firft  Day’s  Fight  began  in  the 
Afternoon  off  the  Ifland  Elba ,  and  lafted  till  Night, 
with  little  Advantage  to  either  Party.  The  Dutch  His¬ 
torians  agree,  that  three  of  their  Men  of  War  being  Se¬ 
parated  in  the  Night,  and  afterwards  becalmed,  could 
not  come  up  to  have  a  Share  in  the  Second  Engage¬ 
ment.  On  the  other  Side,  the  Englifi. b  parted  from 
their  Merchant-Ships,  which  being  heavy  and  richly  la¬ 
den,  were  ordered  to  make  the  belt  of  their  Way  to  the 
neareft  Harbour.  The  next  Morning,  the  four  remain¬ 
ing  Englijh  being  attacked  by  the  eight  Hollanders ,  the 
Fight  went  on  with  great  Fury,  Van  Galen  began  a 
clofe  Engagement  with  the  Englijh  Commodore,  but 
being  difabled  in  his  Rigging,  and  having  received  three 
Shots  under  Water,  and  been  thrice  on  Fire,  he  was 

forced  (as  the  Dutch  Hiftorians  confefs)  to  leave  him. 

/>  * 

Another  of  the  Enemy’s  largeft  Ships  renewing  the  At¬ 
tack,  was  lilce wife  fo  well  received,  that  She  loft  her 
Main-Maft.  Whereupon  the  Englijh  Frigate,  The  Phoe¬ 
nix^  taking  the  Opportunity,  boarded  the  difabled  Hol¬ 
lander  \  but  being  too  weak  was  taken,  after  a  fharp 
Fight  of  an  Hour,  wherein  moft  of  her  Men  were  ei¬ 
ther  killed  or  wounded,  In  the  mean  Time  the  En+ 
glijh  Commodore  Bodley^  being  again  boarded  by  two 

of 
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of  the  Enemies  Ships  at  once,  defended  himfelf  fo  refo- 
lutely,  that  (by  the  Confeffion  of  the  Dutch  Hiftorians) 
they  were  both  beaten  off  with  a  dreadful  Slaughter  of 
their  Men,  and  the  Lofs  of  both  their  Captains.  Where¬ 
upon  Bodley ,  feeing  himfelf  left  by  the  Enemy  (after 
having  loll  about  a  hundred  Men,  killed  and  wounded) 
with  his  three  remaining  Ships  followed  the  Merchant- 
Men  to  Porto  Longone ;  leaving  the  Hollanders  to  call 
up  the  Account  of  the  Honour  and  Profit  they  gained 
by  this  Encounter.  The  Enemy  loll  three  of  their 
Captains  in  the  Fight,  whom  they  afterwards  buried  at 
Porto  Longone ,  where  the  Englifh  and  they,  being  in  a 
neutral  Port,  continued  very  friendly  together  for  fome 
Time  C 

Admiral  Blake ,  who  was  now  in  the  Channel, 
did  infinite  Damage  to  the  Enemy,  and  fome  Holtili- 
ties  having  been  committed  on  the  0,02^.  ot Newfound¬ 
land  by  the  French ,  our  gallant  Admiral  attacked  a 
ilrong  Squadron  of  their  Ships  going  to  the  Relief  of 
Dunkirk ,  took  or  dellroyed  them  all,  by  which  means  this 
important  Place  fell  into  the  Hands  of  the  Spaniards 
The  Dutch  feeing  their  Trade  thus  ruined,  and  appre- 
henfive  of  Hill  worfe  Confequences,  fitted  out  another 

Fleet  under  the  Command  of  de  Wit ,  and  ferit.  it  to 

;  be 

join  de  Ruyter ,  who  was  appointed  to  bring  home  a 
large  number  of  Merchant-Men.  After  the  Jundlion 
of  thefe  Fleets,  and  the  fending  the  Ships  they  were  to 
convoy  into  Holland ,  the  Admirals  fhewed  a  Defign  of 

^  attack* 
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attacking  the  Englijb  Navy,  and  Blake  gave  them  a  fair 
Opportunity  of  executing  their  Intention.  But  when 
it  came  to  the  Point,  the  Dutch  Fleet  covered  them- 
felves  behind  a  Sand-Bank 3  which,  however,  did  not 
hinder  Blake  from  engaging  them  on  the  28th  of  Sep¬ 
tember.  He  divided  his  Fleet  into  three  Squadrons :  the 
firit  commanded  by  himfelf,  the  fecond  by  Vice-Admi¬ 
ral  Pen ,  and  the  third  by  Rear-Admiral  Bourne .  It  was 
about  three  when  the  Engagement  began,  and  the  En¬ 
glijb  quickly  difcovered  their  Rafhnefs,  in  attacking  an 
Enemy  under  fuch  Difadvantages  3  for  The  Sovereign , 
a  new  Ship,  ftuck  immediately  on  the  Sands,  and  fo 
did  feveral  others 3  but  getting  off  again,  the  Englijb 
Fleet  ftood  aloof,  till  de  Wit  came  freely  from  his  Ad¬ 
vantages  to  a  fair  Engagement,  which  was  boldly  begun 
by  Bourne ,  and  gallantly  feconded  by  the  reft  of  the 
Fleet.  A  Dutch  Man  of  War  attempting  to  board  The 
Sovereign  was  funk  by  her  Side,  and  this  by  the  firft 
Difcharge  (he  made.  Soon  after  a  Dutch  Rear-Admiral 
was  taken  by  Captain  Mildmay ,  and  two  other  Men  of 
War  funk  3  a  third  blowing  up  before  the  End  of  the 
Fight.  De  Wit  was  then  glad  to  retire,  and  was  pur- 
fued  by  the  EngliJJ)  Fleet  as  long  as  it  was  light.  The 
next  Day  they  continued  the  Chace  till  they  were  with¬ 
in  twelve  Leagues  of  the  Dutch  Shore,  and  then  feeing 
the  Dutch  Fleet  entering  into  the  Goree ,  Blake  returned 
in  Triumph  to  the  Downs ,  and  then  into  Port,  having 
loft  about  300  Men,  and  having  as  many  wounded. 
For  the  Reception  of  the  latter,  the  Parliament  took 
Care  to  provide  Hofpitals  near  Dover  and  Deal ,  and 
feat  alfo  their  Thanks  to  the  Admiral  and  his  Offi. 

cers 
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cers  a.  The  Dutch  Writers  pretend  they  loft  no  Ships, 
They  admit,  however,  that  one  was  taken;  but  being 
afterwards  deferted,  was  brought  fafe  into  Port.  Dg 
Wit  fairly  confefled  the  Lofs,  and  charged  it,  firft,  on  the 
bad  Behaviour  of  no  lefs  than  twenty  of  his  Captains, 
who  withdrew  out  of  the  Line  of  Battel ;  and  next,  on 
the  States  having  bad  Intelligence;  the  Englijh  Fleet  be¬ 
ing  more  numerous,  and  the  Ships  of  greater  Bulk  than 
heexpedted.  Thefe  Excufes  were  certainly  true,  and 
yet  the  People  ufed  their  Admirals  fo  ill,  that  de  Ruyter 
was  defirous  of  throwing  up  his  Commiffion,  and  dc 
Wit  fell  lick  upon  it.  The  States,  however,  behaved 
with  great  Prudence  and  Courage,  repaired  and  augment 
their  their  Fleet  to  eighty  Sail  in  fix  Weeks  Time,  and 
then  engaged  Tromp  to  take  the  Command  of  them ; 
though  fome  fay,  that  the  King  of  Denmark  drew  them 
to  this  Refolution,  by  promifing  them  a  powerful  Squa¬ 
dron  of  his  Ships,  provided  Tromp  had  the  Command  b. 

This  Prince  had  very  unadvifedly  engaged  himfelf 
in  a  Quarrel  with  the  Parliament,  by  detaining  (at  the 
Requeft  of  the  Dutch )  a  Fleet  of  twenty  Englijh  Ships 
in  the  Harbour  of  Copenhagen.  At  firft  he  pretended 
that  he  did  it  for  their  Safety,  and  therefore.  Commo¬ 
dore  Ball  was  fent  with  a  Squadron  of  eighteen  Sail  to 
convoy  them  home;  when  his  Danijh  Majefty  declared 
his  Refolution  to  keep  them,  and  the  Fear  he  was  under 
for  the  Confequences  of  this  ftrange  Step,  induced  him 
to  offer  the  Dutch  his  Affiftance.  This  fell  out  happily 

for 
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for  them;  for  the  Englijh  now  filled  their  Ports  with 
Dutch  Prizes,  while  the  People  of  Holland  fuffering  in 
fo  tender  a  Point  began  to  lofe  all  Patience;  which  for¬ 
ced  the  States  to  hurry  out  Tromp  with  his  Fleet,  to  con¬ 
voy  a  Fleet  of  300  Merchant  Men  through  the  Chan- 

nel c. 

It  being  now  the  beginning  of  November ,  Blake , 
who  thought  the  Seafon  of  Adlion  over,  had  detached 
twenty  of  his  Ships  for  the  Security  of  the  Newcajtle- 
Colliers;  twelve  more  were  fent  to  Ply  mouthy  and  fifteen 
were  retired  into  the  River,  in  order  to  repair  the  Da¬ 
mage  which  they  had  received  in  a  Storm.  T romp  ha¬ 
ving  Intelligence  of  this,  and  that  Blake  had  with  him 
no  more  than  thirty-feven  Ships,  and  many  of  thefe 
but  thinly  manned,  refolved  to  attack  him  in  the  Downs* 
not  far  from  the  Place  where  they  had  fought  before  d. 
On  the  29th  of  November  he  prefented  himfelf  before 
the  Englijh  Fleet,  and  Blake y  after  holding  a  Council  of 
War,  refolved  to  engage,  notwithftanding  this  great  In¬ 
equality:  but  the  Wind  fifing,  they  were  obliged  to  de¬ 
fer  fighting  till  next  Day;  and  that  Night  our  Fleet  rode 
a  little  above  Dover- Road.  In  the  Morning  both  Fleets 
plied  Weftward,  Blake  having  the  Weather-Gage.  A- 
bout  eleven  the  Battel  began  with  great  Fury;  but  very 
unluckily  for  the  Englijh ,  half  of  their  fmall  Fleet  could 
not  engage.  The  Triumph ,  in  which  Blake  was  in  Perfon, 
The  Viftory ,  and  The  Van  Guard,  bore  almoft  the  whole 
Strefs  of  the  Fight,  having  twenty  Dutch  Men  of  War 

to 
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to  deal  with  at  once ;  and  yet  they  fought  it  out  till  it 
was  dark.  Late  in  the  Evening,  The  Garland  com¬ 
manded  by  Captain  Batten ,  and  The  Bonaventure  Cap¬ 
tain  Hookjlon,  clapped  Van  Tromp  aboard,  killed  his  Se¬ 
cretary  and  Purfer  by  his  Side,  and  had  certainly  taken 
his  Ship,  if  they  had  not  been  boarded  by  two  Dutch 
Flags,  by  whom  after  their  Captains  .were  killed,  both 
thefe  Ships  were  taken.  Blake ,  who  law  this  with  In¬ 
dignation,  pufhed  fo  far  to  their  Relief,  that  he  was  very 
near  (haring  the  fame  Fate,  if  The  Van  Guard  and  Sa- 
phit  e  had  not  flood  by  him  with  the  utmoft  Refolution, 
and  at  laid  brought  him  of e.  The  Hercules  was  run 
afliore  in  the  Retreat,  and  if  the  Night  had  not  (helter* 
ed  them,  molt  of  the  Ships  that  were  engaged  mull 
have  been  loft;  but  they  took  the  Advantage  of  its 
Obfcurity,  and  retired  firft  to  Dover ,  and  then  into  the 
River.  Tromp  continued  a  Day  or  two  in  the  Downs,  fail¬ 
ed  from  thence  towards  Calais,  took  Part  oftb z  Barbados* 
Fleet,  and  fome  other  Prizes,  and  then  failed  to  the 
Idle  of  Rhe,  with  a  Broom  at  his  Top-Mall  Head,  in¬ 
timating,  that  he  would  fweep  the  narrow  Seas  of  En¬ 
glish  Ships f.  There  appears,  however,  no  fuch  Rea- 
fon  for  boafting  as  the  Dutch  Writers  fugged;  their 
Fleet  had  many  Advantages,  and  yet  they  bought  their 
Succefs  very  dear,  one  of  their  belt  Ships  being  blown 
up,  and  two  of  their  Admirals  in  a  manner  difabled s. 

The  Parliament  (hewed  their  Steadinefs,  by  caref- 
fing  Blake  after  his  Defeat,  and  naming  him,  in  Con- 

junction 
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jundiion  with  Deane  and  Monk ,  General  at  Sea  for  and-4 
ther  Year.  In  order  to  the  more  fpeedy  manning  the 
Navy,  they  ifiued  a  Proclamation,  offering  Rewards  to 
fuch  as  entered  themfelves  within  the  Space  of  forty 
Days;  they  alfo  raifed  the  Sailors  Pay  from  19  to  24  s4 
a  Month :  and  this  had  fo  good  an  Effedt,  that  in  fix 
Weeks  Time  they  had  a  Fleet  ready  to  put  to  Sea  of 
fixfy  Men  of  War;  forty  under  Blake  in  the  River,  and 
twenty  more  at  P or tf mouth.  On  the  11th  of  February 
both  Fleets  joined  near  Beachey-Head ;  and  thence  Ad^ 
miral  Blake  failed  over-againft  Portland ,  where  he  lay 
crofs  the  Channel,  in  order  to  welcome  Tromp  on  his 
Return.  This  was  a  kind  of  Surprize  on  the  Dutch  Ad¬ 
miral,  who  did  not  think  it  poffible,  after  the  late  De* 
feat,  for  the  Parliament  to  fit  out,  in  fo  fhort  a  Space,  a 
Fleet  capable  of  fighting  again.  He  had  between  two 
and  three  hundred  Merchant-Ships  under  Convoy,  and 
was  therefore  much  amazed,  when  failing  up  the  Chan-* 
nel  he  found  Blake  fo  flationed,  that  it  was  impofiible 
to  avoid  fighting.  Authors  vary  pretty  much  as  to  the 
Strength  of  their  refpedlive  Fleets;  but  by  comparing 
both  the  Admiral's  Letters,  I  apprehend  they  were  near¬ 
ly  equal,  each  having  about  feventy  Sail  h,  Blake  and 
Deane  were  both  on  board  The  Triumph ,  and  with  12 
flout  Ships  headed  their  Fleet,  and  fell  in  firft  with  the 
Dutch  on  the  18th  of  February  1653,  about  eight  in  the 
Morning.  They  were  Very  roughly  treated  before  the 
reft  of  the  Fleet  came  up,  though  gallantly  feconded 
VoL.  II.  iM  1  Kv 
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by  Lawfon  in  The  Fairfax ,  and  Captain  Mildmay  in 
The  Vanguard .  In  The  Triumph ,  Blake  was  wounded 
in  the  Thigh  with  a  Piece  of  Iron  a  Shot  had  driven, 
and  the  fame  Piece  of  Iron  tore  General  Deane' s  Coat 
and  Breeches.  Captain  Ball ,  who  Commanded  the  Ship, 
was  fhot  dead,  and  fell  at  Blake's  Feet ;  his  Secretary 
Mr.  Sparrow  Was  likewife  killed  receiving  his  Orders: 
he  loft  befides  a  hundred  Seamen,  and  the  reft  Were 
moft  of  them  wounded,  and  his  Ship  fo  miferably  flut¬ 
tered,  that  it  had  little  Share  in  the  two  next  Days 
Fights  K  In  The  Fairfax  there  were  a  hundred  Men 
killed,  and  the  Ship  wretchedly  torn;  The  Vanguard 
loft  her  Captain  and  abundance  of  Men.  The  Profpe - 
rous,  a  Ship  of  44  Guns,  was  boarded  by  de  Ruyter 
and  taken;  but  de  Ruyter' s  Ship  being  in  that  Inftant 
boarded  by  an  Englijh  Man  of  War,  Captain  Vefey  in 
The  Merlin-Frigate  entered  The  Profperous ,  and  retook 
her.  The  Afft/lance ,  Vice-Admiral  of  the  blue  Squa¬ 
dron,  was  dilab  led  in  the  beginning  of  the  Fight,  and 
brought  off  to  Portfmouth ,  whither  The  Advice  quickly 
followed  her,  being  no  longer  able  to  keep  the  Sea. 
Tromp ,  who  was  long  engaged  with  Blake ^  loft  moft 
of  his  Officers,  and  had  his  Ship  difabled;  de  Ruyter 
loft  his  Main  and  Fore-Top-Maft,  and  very  narrowly 
efcaped  being  taken.  One  Dutch  Man  of  War  was 
blown  up  >  fix  more  were  either  funk  or  taken:  the  lat¬ 
ter 
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ter  had  their  Rigging  fo  clotted  with  Blood  and  Brains,, 
that  it  was  impoffible  to  look  upon  them  but  with  Hor- 


/ 


ror  k. 


FRIDAY  Night  was  /pent  in  repairing  the  Da¬ 
mage*  and  making  the  neceilary  Difpofitions  for  a  fe- 
cond  Engagement.  On  Saturday  Morning  the  Enemy 
was  feen  again  feven  Leagues  off  Weymouth ,  whither 
the  Englijh  plyed,  and  came  up  with  them  in  the  After- 
tioon  about  three  Leagues  to  the  North-Weft  of  the 
Ifie  of  Wight .  Yromp  had  rallied  his  Fleet,  and  ranged 
it  in  the  Form  of  an  half- Moon,  inclofing  the  Merchant- 
Ships  within  a  Semi-circle,  and  in  that  Pofture  he  main¬ 
tained  a  retreating  Fight.  The  Englijh  made  feveral  de- 
fperate  Attacks,  ft  riving  to  break  through  to  the  Mer¬ 
chant-Ships  :  on  which  Occalion  de  P.uyter’s  Ship  was 
again  fo  roughly  treated,  that  (he  was  towed  out  of 
the  Fleet.  At  laft,  the  Merchant-Men,  finding  they 
could  be  no  longer  protected,  began  to  fhift  for  them- 
felves,  throwing  Part  of  their  Goods  over  board,  for 
"  the  greater  Expedition.  According  to  Blake's  own  Let¬ 
ter,  eight  Men  of  War,  and  fourteen  or  fixteen  Mer¬ 
chant-Ships,  were  taken  5  and  the  Fight  continued  all 
Night  h 

O*  Sunday  Morning  the  Dutch  were  near  Bulloign, 
where  the  Fight  was  renewed,  but  with  little  EffedL 
Tromp  had  flipped  away  in  the  Dark  with  his  Merchant- 
Men  to  Calais-Sands ,  where  he  anchored  that  Day  with 
forty  Sail  ;  the  Wind  favouring  him,  he  thence  tided  it 
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home,  our  Fleet  purfuing  but  flowly;  for  Blake ,  though 
he  feared  not  Dutchmen ,  yet  dreaded  their  fhallow 
Coafts :  however,  the  Captains,  Lawfon ,  Marten ,  and 
Graver ,  took  each  a  Dutch  Man  of  War,  and  Penn 
picked  up  many  of  their  Merchant-Men.  On  the 
whole,  the  Dutch  had  the  better  the  firft  Day,  loft 
Ground  the  fecond,  and  were  clearly  beaten  the  third. 
They  loft  eleven  Men  of  War,  (their  own  Accounts 
fay  but  nine)  thirty  Merchant-Men,  1500  killed,  and 
as  many  wounded.  As  for  the  Englijh ,  they  loft  only 
The  Sampfon ,  which  Captain  Button  finding  difabled, 
funk  of  his  own  Accord,  As  to  their  Men,  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  their  Lofs  was  little  inferior  to  the  Dutch  ra.  It  is 
remarkable,  that  in  this  Fight  Blake,  who  had  been  long 
a  Land-Officer,  made  ufe  of  a  good  Body  of  Soldiers, 
and  with  all  the  Succefs  he  could  wifti  :  yet  this  is  no 
Precedent  in  any  but  fuch  a  War  as  this  was ;  fince  thefe 
Troops  had  no  Time  to  languifh  or  grow  fick,  but 
were  engaged  almoft  as  foon  as  they  were  put  on  board. 
The  People  contributed  readily  and  plentifully  to  the 
Relief  of  our  wounded  Seamen;  and  the  Dutch  on  their 
Side  complimented  Lromp  on  his  Condudl,  which  was 

certainly  no  more  than  he  deferved  n. 

In  the  mean  Time  Things  went  but  ill  in  the 
Streights ,  where  an  Englijh  and  Dutch  Squadron  lay  to¬ 
gether  in  the  Road  of  Leghorn.  An  Aftion  happened 

there  which  deferves  to  be  related,  becaufe  there  appears 
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as  much  true  Bravery  and  Maritime  Skill  in  the  Englijh 
Officers  who  had  the  Misfortune  to  be  beat,  as  ever  ren¬ 
dered  a  Victory  confpicuous;  and  it  ought  to  be  the  Bu- 
finefs  of  an  Hiltorian  to  celebrate  Merit  rather  than 

.  1  .1 

Succefs. 

The  Englijh  Squadron  confifted  of  fix  Ships  com¬ 
manded  by  Commodore  Appleton ,  of  the  Burden  and 
Force  exprefied  in  the  following  Lift. 


Ships.  Guns.  Men. 

The  Leopard ,  . — - 52  — — — 180 

Bonaventure - 44 - 150 

Sampfon , - * - 36 - -  ■  90 

Levant-Merchant  y - 28  — - - -  60 

Pilgrim — 30— - 70 

Mary - * — - - 30 - 70 


Commodore  Appleton  took  this  Opportunity  of  ly¬ 
ing  fo  near  the  Dutch  Squadron,  to  fend  three  Boats 
manned  with  refolute  Seamen,  and  commanded  by  one 
Captain  Cox ,  to  execute  a  Defign  upon  the  Ship  Phoe¬ 
nix ,  which  had  been  taken  from  the  Englijh  in  the 
Rencounter  near  Elba,  and  which  made  a  Part  of  the 
Enemies  Squadron.  This  Defign  was  undertaken  on 
the  26th  of  November  1652,  and  it  fucceeded  fo  well, 
that  the  Ship  being  boarded  by  the  Englijh ,  the  Dutch 
were  fo  furprized,  that  they  made  but  little  Refiftance  ; 
and  the  young  Tromp  who  commanded  her,  was  forced 
to  leap  into  the  Water  to  avoid  being  taken.  The  Ac¬ 
tion  was  performed  with  fuch  Expedition,  that  before 
the  Dutch ,  who  lay  next  her,  were  well  apprized  of  what 
had  happened,  fhe  was  carried  off.  But  the  Great 
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Duke  of  Tufcany  being  informed  of  this  Adventure,  and 
judging  it  to  be  a  Violation  of  the  Neutrality  of  that 
Port,  he  ordered  the  Englijh  either  to  reflore  The  Phoe¬ 
nix  ,  or  to  depart  from  thence.  To  depart  was  not 
without  Danger :  for  Van  Galen  with  the  whole  Strength 
of  the  Enemy  in  thofe  Seas,  confining  of  fixteen  Men 
of  War,  a  Fire-Ship,  and  feveral  llout  Merchant- Ships, 
(which  were  offered  a  Share  of  the  Booty,  if  they  would 
engage)  lay  ready  before  the  Harbour  to  intercept  them. 

Yet  they  rather  chofe  to  run  all  Hazards,  than  to 
deliver  up  the  Ship.  With  this  Refolution  they  difpatch- 
ed  away  Advice  to  Commodore  Bod  ley,  who  lay  at  the 
Ifland  Elba  with  two  Men  of  War,  a  Fire-Ship,  and 
the  four  Merchant-Ships  which  were  prefent  at  the  for¬ 
mer  Engagement  with  Van  Galen  \  and  it  was  agreed 
between  the  two  Commodores,  that  Bodley  with  his 
fmall  Squadron  (though  unfit  to  engage,  partly  on  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Lofs  of  Men  in  the  late  Fight,  and  part¬ 
ly  on  account  of  the  Merchant-Ships  under  their  Con¬ 
voy,  which  were  laden  with  1500  Bales  of  Silk,  and 
other  valuable  Goods)  fhould  appear  about  the  Time 
fixed,  within  Sight  of  Leghorn ,  to  make  a  Bravado, 
in  order  to  amufe  the  Dutch y  and  thereby,  ifpoffible,  to 
draw  them  off  from  before  the  Harbour,  and  fo  to  open 
3  Paffage  for  Appleton  to  efcape.  According  to  Agree¬ 
ment,  Bodley  on  the  2d  of  March  1653,  came  within 
Sight  of  the  Place.  On  the  3d,  he  caufed  three  or  four 
of  his  beft  Sailors  to  approach  the  Enemy,  who  were 
ftationed  before  the  Port :  whereupon,  their  whole  Squa- 
dron  (as  was  expected)  flood  to  Sea,  and  gave  them 
Chafe,  This  Appleton  perceiving,  took  the  Oppor- 
trinity  to  come  out  \  but  too  foon  ;  for  the  Dutch  be¬ 
ing 


/ 


/ 


During  the  Civil  TVar.  1 6y 

ing  aware  of  their  Defign,  immediately  gave  over  the 
Chafe,  and  tacking  about,  fell  upon  Appleton's  Squadron 
with  nine  of  their  Men  of  War,  while  the  reft  obferv- 
ed  j Bodley. 

At  the  firft  Encounter,  an  unfortunate  Shot  from 
Fan  Galen's  Ship  fet  Fire  to  The  Bonaventure ,  which 
blew  up,  though  not  unrevenged  ;  for  at  the  fame  Time 
a  Shot  from  that  Ship  broke  Van  Galen's  Leg,  of  which 
Hurt  he  foon  after  died.  In  the  mean  while,  Appleton 
was  attacked  by  two  of  the  Hollanders  at  once,  againft 
whom  he  maintained  a  clofe  Fight  of  four  or  five  Hours, 
with  fuch  Refolution,  that  both  the  Dutch  Ships  were  fo 
difabled,  that  they  fcarce  fired  a  Shot;  Van  Galen  feeing 

the  Refolution  of  the  Englijh  Commodore,  and  going 

* 

(though  defperately  wounded)  to  the  Afliftance  of  hi* 
Friends,  was  in  great  Danger  by  a  Fire-Ship  fent  off 
from  Bodley' s  Squadron.  But  another  Ship  coming  to 
the  Afliftance  of  the  Hollanders  who  were  engaged 
with  Appleton ,  they  renewed  the  Attack  with  greater 
Vigour.  Some  Dutch  Writers  report,  that  Appleton 
finding  himfelf  opprefTed  by  fuch  unequal  Numbers,  af¬ 
ter  having  made  all  pofllble  Refiftance,  ran  down,  aqdf 
would  have  blown  up  his  Ship;  but  that,  being  hindered 
by  his  Seamen,  he  was  obliged  to  yield.  The  young 
Tromp  attacking  The  Sampfon ,  was  beaten  off  after  a 
defperate  Fight;  but  The  Sampfon  was  foon  after  burnt 
by  a  Fire-Ship.  The  Lev  ant- Merchant  being  encoun¬ 
tered  by  one  of  the  Enemies  Ships,  beat  her  off  and 
ftranded  her.  But  being  at  laft  taken,  together  with 
The  Pilgrim.)  (which  had  loft  her  Main  and  Mizzen- 
Mafts  in  the  Fight)  The  Mary ,  thus  left  alone,  made  her 
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JEfcape,  and  joined  the  neareft  Ships  of  Bodley' s  Squa. 
dron,  which  put  an  End  to  the  Engagement  °. 

Before  we  can  regularly  return  to  the  Events  of 
the  War  nearer  home,  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  take 
Notice  of  the  great  Change  made  in  our  Civil  Govern¬ 
ment  by  Cromwell ,  who  on  the  20th  of  April  1653,  en¬ 
tered  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  diffolved  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  by  Force  p.  An  Action  ftupendous  in  itfelf,  and 
which  feems  to  have  (truck  too  many  of  our  own  and  of 
foreign  Hiftorians  with  want  of  Difcernment.  They  at¬ 
tribute  to  Cromwell  whatever  was  done  after  the  Mur¬ 
der  of  the  King;  and  the  Dutch  Hiftorians  particularly, 
impute  this  War  to  him,  and  amongft  other  Reafonsfor 
his  diflolving  the  Parliament,  make  this  to  have  been 
one;  that  he  fufpedted  they  were  inclined  to  Peace  q : 
whereas,  in  Truth,  never  two  Governments  were  lefs 
alike,  than  thofe  of  the  Parliament  and  the  Protestor, 
the  former  afted  upon  national  Principles;  the  latter  from 
private  Views.  The  Dutch  War  was  the  Parliament’s 
War,  begun  upon  the  old  Quarrel,  which  King  Charles 
would  have  profecuted,  had  he  been  able.  It  is  true,  that 
Cromwell  carried  on  the  War ;  but  it  was  only  till  he 
could  make  fuch  a  Peace  as  ferved  his  Turn,  and  our 
Noble  Hiftorian  rightly  obferves,  that  it  was  the  Parlia¬ 
ment’s  perfifting  in  carrying  on  this  War,  that  compelled 

Cromwell 
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ficent  Monument  erected  to  his  Memory,  at  the  Expence  of  the 
States.  p  Clarendon,  Whitlock,  Bates,  Warwick,  Ludlow, 
&c.  *3  Bafnage  Annales  des  Provinces  Unies,  vol.  i.  p.  303. 

end  the  fame  Error  runs  through  all  the  Dutch  Hiftorians. 
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Cromwell  to  aft  fooner  than  he  would  have  done  from 
his  Forefight,  that  if  they  once  conquered  their  foreign 
Enemies,  they  would  not  eafily  be  overturned  at  home 
by  their  own  Creatures r. 

It  muft  be  confefled,  that  the  Dutch  did  not  inftantly 
receive  any  great  Benefit  from  this  fudden  Revolution, 
but  then  it  muft  be  confidered,  that  the  chief  Officers  of 
the  Fleet  concurred  in  this  Meafure.  The  Government  of 
the  Parliament  was  a  Government  of  Order  and  Laws, 
(however  they  came  by  their  Authority);  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  General,  afterwards  Protettor,  was  entire¬ 
ly  Military:  no  Wonder,  therefore,  that  both  the  Navy 
and  the  Army  were  pleafed  with  him  s.  Some  Advan¬ 
tage,  however,  the  Enemy  certainly  reaped  from  this 
Change  in  Englijh  Affairs  ;  for  Van  Tromp  conveyed  a 
great  Fleet  of  Merchant-Men  to  the  North,  (for  they 
were  now  forced  to  try  that  Road  rather  than  the  Chan¬ 
nel)  and  though  our  Navy  followed  him  to  the  Height 
of  Aberdeen ,  yet  it  was  to  no  Purpofe :  he  efcaped  them 
both  going  and  coming  back,  which  gave  him  an  Op¬ 
portunity  of  coming  into  the  Downs ,  making  fome 
Prizes,  and  battering  Z)^r- Caftle.  This  Scene  of  Tri¬ 
umph  lafted  but  a  bare  Week ;  for  Tromp  came  thither 
on  the  26th  of  May,  and  on  the  laft  of  that  Month,  he 
had  Intelligence,  that  Monk  and  Deane ,  who  commanded 
the  Englijh  Fleet,  were  approaching The  Englijh  Fleet 
confifted  of  ninety-five  Sail  of  Men  of  War,  and  five 

Fire- 


r  Clarendon’s  Hiftory,  p.  636.  where  he  proves,  that  Crom¬ 
well  was  never  heartily  inclined  to  the  Dutch  War,  and  p.  641. 
where  he  (hews  what  the  Caufes  were  which  haftened  Crom¬ 
well  in  the  Execution  of  his  Projeft.  s  Heath’s  Chronicle, 
P-  339>  340*  Holies’s  and  Warwick’s  Memoirs  compared  with 
Whitlock,  t  Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  344. 
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Fire-Ships.  The  Dutch  had  ninety-eight  Men  of  War, 
and  fix  Fire-Ships,  and  both  Fleets  were  commanded  by 
Men  the  moft  remarkable  for  Courage  and  Conduct  in 
either  Nations  fo  that  it  was  generally  conceived,  this 
Battel  would  prove  decifive. 

On  the  2d  of  June  in  the  Morning,  the  Englijh  Fleet 
difcovered  the  Enemy,  whom  they  immediately  attack¬ 
ed  with  great  Vigour.  The  Adtion  began  about  eleven 
o? Clock,  and  the  firft  Broad-fide  from  the  Enemy  car¬ 
ried  off  the  brave  Admiral  Deane ,  whofe  Body  was  al- 
moft  cut  in  two  by  a  Chain-Shot.  Monk  with  much 
Prefence  of  Mind  covered  his  Bodv  with  his  Cloak:  and 
here  appeared  the  Wifdom  of  both  Admirals  being  on 
board  the  fame  Ship;  for  as  no  Flag  was  taken  in,  the 
Fleet  had  no  Notice  of  this  Accident,  but  the  Fight 
continued  with  the  fame  Warmth  as  if  it  had  not  hap¬ 
pened.  The  Blue  Squadron  charged  through  the  Ene¬ 
my,  and  Rear-Admiral  Lawfon  bid  fair  for  taking  de 
Ruyter ,  and  after  he  was  obliged  to  leave  his  Ship,  funk 
another  of  42  Guns,  commanded  by  Captain  Bulter . 
The  Fight  continued  very  hot  till  three  o’Clock,  when 
the  Dutch  fell  into  great  Confufion,  and  Tromp  faw 
himfelf  obliged  to  make  a  kind  of  running  Fight  till  nine 
in  the  Evening,  when  a  flout  Ship  commanded  by  Cor¬ 
nelius  Van  Velfen  blew  up.  This  increafed  the  Confu¬ 
fion  in  which  they  were  before;  and  though  "Tromp  did 
all  that  was  in  his  Power  to  oblige  the  Officers  to  do 
their  Duty,  and  even  fired  upon  fuch  Ships  as  drew  out 
.  of  the  Line ;  yet  it  was  to  no  Purpofe,  but  rather  ferved 
to  increafe  their  Misfortune.  In  the  Night  Blake  arrived 
in  the  Englijh  Fleet,  with  a  Squadron  of  eighteen  Ships, 

and 
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and  fo  had  his  Share  in  the  feeond  Day’s  Engage- 
merit u.  > 

TR  OMR  did  all  that  was  confident  with  his  Ho¬ 
nour,  to,  avoid  fighting  the  next  Day  ;  but  he  would  do 
no  more,  fo  that  the  Engli/h  Fleet  came  up  with  them 
again  by  eight  in  the  Morning,  and  engaged  with  ,the 
Utmoft  Fury,  the  Battel  continued  very  hot  for  about 
four  Hours,  and  Vice-Admiral  Penn  boarded  Tromp  twice, 
and  had  taken  him  if  he  had  not  been  feafonably  relieved 
by  de  Wit  and  de  Ruyter.  At  laft  the  Dutch  fell  again 
into  Confufion,  which  was  fo  great,  that  a  plain  Flight 
quickly  followed,  and  inftead  of  trufting  to  their  Arms, 
they  fought  Shelter  on  the  flat  Coaft  of  Newport ,  from 
whence  with  Difficulty  enough  they  efcaped  to  ZelanL 
Our  Writers  agree,  that  the  Dutch  had  fix  of  their  bell 
Ships  funk,  two  blown  up,  &nd  eleven  taken;  fix  of 
their  principal  Captains  were  taken  Prifoners,  and  up- 
wards  of  1500  Men.  Among  the  Ships  before-mention¬ 
ed,  one  was  a  Vice,  and  two  were  Rear-Admirals 
The  Dutch  Hiftorians,  indeed,  confefs  the  Lois  but  of 
eight  Men  of  War.  On  our  Side  Admiral  Deane  and 
one  Captain  were  all  the  Perfons  of  Note  killed:  of  pri¬ 
vate  Men  there  were  but  few,  and  not  a  Ship  was  mif~ 

* 

fing ;  fo  that  a  more  fignal  Vidtory  could  fcarce  be  ob¬ 
tained  or  indeed  defired.  Befides,  the  Enemies  Ships 
were  now  blocked  up  in  their  Ports,  and  the  Sight  of  a 
foreign  Fleet  at  their  Doors  had  this  farther  bad  Con- 

fequence, 

— * — - - - - — 1 — 5 — — — - 

u  Clarendon’s  Hiftory,  p.  644.  Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  344. 
I  have  likewife  confulted  Monk’s  Letter,  printed  in  the  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Parliament  called  by  Authority  of  General 
Cromwel  in  1653,  p.  27.  w  Columna  Rofirata,  p.  126, 
Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  34 j. 
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fequence,  that  it  excited  Domeflic  Tumults.  We  need 
not  wonder  then  that  the  Dutch  fent  Ambafladors  into 
England  to  negotiate  a  Peace  almoft  on  any  Terms. 
Thefe  Cromwell  received  with  Haughtinefs  enough, 
talked  high,  and  affirmed  to  himfelf  the  Credit  of  for¬ 
mer  Vidlories,  in  which  he  could  have  little  Share  x. 

The  States,  however,  were  far  from  trufting  entire¬ 
ly  to  Negotiations,  but  laboured  with  the  utmofl  Dili¬ 
gence  to  repair  their  pad  Lodes,  and  to  fit  out  a  new 
Fleet.  This  was  a  very  difficult  Task;  and  in  order 
to  effedl  it,  they  were  forced  to  raife  the  Seamen’s 
Wages,  though  their  Trade  was  at  a  full  Stop  :  they 
came  down  in  Perfon  to  their  Ports,  and  faw  their  Men 
embarked,  advanced  them  Wages  beforehand,  and  pro- 
mifed  them  if  they  would  fight  once  again,  they  would 
never  afk  them  more  L  Yet  all  this  would  hardly  have 
done,  if  the  Induftry  of  de  Wit  in  equipping  their  new^ 
built  Ships,  and  the  Care  and  Skill  of  Van  Tromp  in  re¬ 
fitting  their  old  ones,  and  encouraging  the  Seamen,  had 
not  contributed  more  than  all  the  other  Methods  that 
were  taken  to  the  fetting  out  a  frefh  Fleet  of  upwards 
of  ninety  Ships  in  the  latter  End  of  July,  a  Thing 
admired  then,  and  fcarce  credible  now.  Thefe  were 
victualed  for  five  Months ;  and  the  Scheme  laid  down 
by  the  States  was  this,  that,  to  force  the  Englijh  Fleet 
to  leave  their  Ports,  this  Navy  of  theirs  fhould  come 
and  block  up  ours.  But  firft  it  was  refolved,  that  Van 
Tromp  fhould  fail  to  the  Mouth  of  the  Texel,  where  de 
Ruyter  with  twenty-five  Sail  of  flout  Ships  was  held  in 

by 


x  Bafnage  Armales  des  Provinces  Unies,  vol.  i.  p.  31  1. 
y  Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  346. 
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by  the  Englijh  Fleet,  in  order  to  try  if  they  might  not 
be  provoked  to  leave  their  Station,  and  thereby  give  the 
Dutch  Squadron  an  Opportunity  of  coming  out  z. 

On  the  29th  of  July.  1653,  the  Dutch  Fleet  appear¬ 
ed  in  Sight  of  the  Englijh ,  upon  which  the  latter  did 
their  utmod  to  engage  them :  but  Tromp ,  having  in  View 
the  Releafe  of  de  Wit  rather  than  fighting,  kept  off, 
fo  that  it  was  feven  at  Night  before  General  Monk  in 
The  Refolution  with  about  thirty  Ships  great  and  fmall, 
came  up  with  them  and  charged  through  their  Fleet. 
It  growing  dark  foon  after,  there  palled  nothing  more 
that  Night,  Monk  failing  to  the  South,  and  Van  Tromp 
to  the  Northward,  and  this  not  being  fufpefted  by  the 
Englijh ,  he  both  joined  de  Wit's  Squadron,  and  gained 
the  Weather-Gage  a.  The  next  Day  proving  very  foul 
and  windy,  the  Sea  ran  fo  very  high  that  it  was  impoili- 
ble  for  the  Fleet  to  engage,  the  Englijh  particularly 
finding  it  hard  enough  to  keep  off  the  Enemy’s  Coafts b. 

On  Sunday  July  31,  the  Weather  being  favourable, 
both  Fleets  engaged  with  terrible  Fury.  The  Battel 
laded  at  lead  eight  Hours,  and  was  the  mod  hard-fought 
of  any  that  had  happened  throughout  the  War.  The 
Dutch  Fire-Ships  were  managed  with  great  Dexterity, 
and  many  of  the  large  Veflels  in  the  Englijh  Fleet  were 
in  the  utmod  Danger,  and  The  Triumph  was  fo  effectu¬ 
ally  fired,  that  mod  of  her  Crew  threw  themlelves  in¬ 
to  the  Sea,  and  yet  thofe  who  daid  behind  were  fo  lucky 
as  to  put  it  out c.  Lawfon  engaged  de  Ruyter  brifkly,  killed 

and 


z  Bafnage,  de  Neufville,  le  Clerc,  Rapin.  a  Heath’s 

Chronicle,  p.  346,  347.  Proceedings  of  the  Parliament,  A.  D. 
1653,  p4  28.  b  Columns  Roftrata,  p.  130.  c  Heath’s 
Chronicle,  p,  347. 
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and  wounded  above  half  his  Men,  and  fo  difabled  his 
Ship  that  it  was  towed  out  of  the  Fleet :  yet  the  Admi¬ 
ral  did  not  leave  the  Battel  fo,  but  returned  in  a  Gal¬ 
liot,  and  went  on  board  another  Ship.  About  Noon 
Van  Tromp  was  (hot  through  the  Body  with  a  Mulket* 
Ball,  as  he  was  giving  Orders d.  This  miferably  difcou- 
raged  his  Countrymen,  fo  that  by  two  they  began  to 
fly  in  great  Confufion,  having  but  one  Flag  Handing  a- 
monglt  them.  The  lighteft  Frigates  in  the  Englifn  Fleet 
purfued  them  clofely,  till  the  Dutch  Admiral,  perceiving 
they  were  but  fmall  and  of  no  great  Strength,  turned 
his  Helm  and  refolved  to  engage  them;  but  fome  bigger 
Ships  coming  into  their  Affiftance  the  Dutchman  was 
taken  e.  It  was  Night  by  that  Time  their  fcattered 
Fleet  recovered  the  Texel.  The  Englijh  fearing  their 
Flats  rode  about  fix  Leagues  off.  This  was  a  terrible 
Blow  to  the  Dutch ,  of  whom  according  to  Admiral 
Monk's  Letter,  no  lefs  than  thirty  Ships  were  loft;  but 
from  better  Intelligence  it  appeared,  that  four  of  thefe 
had  efcaped,  two  into  Zeland ,  and  two  into  Ham¬ 
burgh  f.  Their  Lofs,  however,  was  very  great :  five 
Captains  were  taken  Prifoners,  and  between  four  and 
five  thoufand  Men  killed,  twenty-fix  Ships  of  War  ei¬ 
ther  burnt  or  funk.  On  the  Side  of  the  Englijh  there 
were  two  Ships  only,  viz.  The  Oak  and  The  Hunter - 
Frigate  burnt,  fix  Captains  killed,  and  about  five  hun¬ 
dred  Seamen.  There  were  alfo  fix  Captains  wounded, 

.  .  and 


d  Leven  Van  Tromp,  p.  hi.  e  Heath’s  Chronicle,  p. 
348.  f  Monk’s  Letter,  which  is  printed  in  the  Proceedings 
ot  the  Parliament  I  have  cited,  was  written  the  very  Evening 
of  the  Fight,  viz.  July  31,  1653. 
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and  about  eight  hundred  , private  Men  *.  The  Dutch 
Writers  difpute  many  of  thefe  Points,  and  fome  of  them 
will  not  allow  that  they  loft  above  nine  Ships.  The  con¬ 
trary  of  this,  however,  appears  from  de  Wit’s  Letter  to 
the  States,  wherein  he  owns  many  more,  confeffes  that 
he  had  made  a  very  precipitate  Retreat,  for  which  he 
affigns  two  Reafonsj  firft,  that  the  belt  of  their  Ships 
were  miferably  fluttered,  and  next,  that  many  of  his 
Officers  had  behaved  like  Poltrons h. 

Some  very  lingular  Circumftances  attended  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  Victory,  and  deferve  therefore  to  be  men¬ 
tioned.  There  were  feveral  Merchant- Men  in  the  Fleet, 
and  Monk^  finding  Occafion  to  employ  them,  thought 
proper  to  fend  their  Captains  to  each  others  Ships,  in  or¬ 
der  to  take  off  their  Concern  for  their  Owners  Veffek 
and  Cargoes ;  a  Scheme  which  anfwered  his  Purpofe  per¬ 
fectly  well,  no  Ships  in  the  Fleet  behaving  better1.  He 
had  likewife  obferved,  that  in  moft  Engagements,  much 
Time  and  many  Opportunities  were  loft  by  taking  Ships 
and  fending  them  into  Harbour ;  and  confidering  that 
ftill  greater  Inconveniencies  muft  arife  from  their  near- 
nefs  to  the  Enemy’s  Coaft,  and  Diftance  from  their 
own,  he  ifliied  his  Orders  in  the  beginning  of  the 
Fight,  that  they  fiiould  neither  give  nor  take  Quarter ; 
which,  however,  were  not  fo  ftriCtly  obferved,  but  that 
twelve  hundred  Dutchmen  were  taken  out  of  the  Sea, 
while  their  Ships  were  finking  k.  Monk  himfelf  was  fo 

aCtive, 


£  Proceedings  of  the  Parliament,  p.  34.  Heath’s  Chronicle, 
p.  348.  Columna  Roftrata,  p.  132.  BatesTs  Hiftory,  p.  175. 
h  Bafnage  Annales  des  Provinces  Unies,  vol.  i.  p.  240.  Leven 
Van  Tromp,  p.  142.  i  Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  348.  k  Co¬ 
lumna  Roflrata,  p.  130—133, 
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active,  that  in  his  Letter  to  Cromwell ,  dated  the  &  of 
Augujl  1653,  he  takes  Notice,  that  of  five  Dutch  Flags 
that  were  flying  at  the  beginning  of  the  Fight,  he  had 
the  good  Fortune  to  bring  down  three,  viz .  thofe  of 
Tromp)  Evert  fin  and  de  Ruyter  1 ;  and  fo  Jong  he  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  Heat  of  the  Difpute,  that  his  Ship  The 
Refolution  was  at  laft  towed  out  of  the  Line :  and  indeed 
moft  of  the  great  Veffels  had  been  fo  roughly  handled, 
that  there  was  no  continuing  on  the  Enemy’s  Coaft  any 
longer. 

The  Parliament  then  fitting,  who  were  of  Crom* 
well's  Appointment,  upon  the  8th  of  Augujl  1653,  or¬ 
dered  Gold  Chains  to  be  fent  to  the  Generals  Blake 
and  Monk ,  and  likewife  to  Vice-Admiral  Penn  and  Rear- 
Admiral  Lawfon  ;  they  fent  alfo  Chains  to  the  refl  of  the 
Flag-Officers,  and  Medals  to  the  Captains.  The  25th 
of  Augujl  was  appointed  for  a  Day  of  folemn  Thankf* 
giving  m,  and  Monk  being  then  in  Town,  Cromwell  at 
a  great  Fealt  in  the  City  put  the  Gold  Chain  about  his 
Neck,  and  obliged  him  to  wear  it  all  Dinner-Time  n. 
As  for  the  States,  they  fupported  their  Lofs  with  great 
Conftancy  ;  they  buried  Tramp  very  magnificently  at 
the  public  Expence,  and  as  foon  as  the  Return  of  the 
Englijh  Fleet  permitted,  fent  de  IVit  with  a  Fleet  of 
fifty  Men  of  War  and  five  Fire-Ships  to  the  Sound*  in 
order  to  convoy  home  a  Fleet  of  300  Merchant-Men, 

there  affembled  from  different  Quarters  °.  This  he  per¬ 
formed 


1  Proceedings  of  the  Parliament,  p.  33*  w^ere  t!iere  *3  an 
Extradt  only  ;  but  I  have  feen  a  Copy  of  the  entire  Letter. 
m  Parliamentary  Proceedings,  p.  39,45*  n  Columna  Ro(- 
trata,  p.  134.  0  Bafnage  Annales  des  Provinces  Umes,  p* 
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formed  very  happily,  though  the  Englijh  Fleet  lay  in 
wait  for  him:  but  the  Joy  which  the  Dutch  conceived 

upon  this  Gccafion  was  loon  qualified  by  Accidents  of 
another  forts  for  an  Englijh  Squadron  falling  in  with  a 
large  Fleet  of  Merchant-Men  in  the  Mouth  of  the  Ulie , 
and  Admiral  Lawfon  failing  to  the  North,  deftroyed 
their  Herring-Fifhing  for  that  Year,  and  either  took  or 
funk  moll  of  the  Frigates  lent  to  protedl  them*,  befides,  a 
great  Storm  drove  twelve  or  thirteen  of  their  bell  Men 
of  War  from  their  Anchors,  fo  that  running  on  Shore 
they  were  loft p. 

The  Negotiation  carried  on  by  the  Dutch  Minifters 
at  London  met  at  firft  with  many  Difficulties.  The 
Terms  prefcribed  were  in  number  many,  and  in  their 
Nature  hard,  infomuch  that  it  is  fcarce  to  be  conceived 
that  the  DutAh  could  ever  have  fubmitted  to  them ;  but 
an  Accident  (if  indeed  the  Effect  of  Cromwell's  Intri¬ 
gues  ought  to  be  called  fo)  delivered  them  out  of  their 
Diftrefs.  The  Parliament  on  the  12th  of  December 
1653,  took  a  fudden  Refolution  of  delivering  up  their 
Power  to  him  from  whom  it  came,  viz.  the  Lord  Ge¬ 
neral  Cromwell ,  who  foon  after  took  upon  him  the  Su¬ 
preme  Magiftracy,  under  the  Title  of  Protestor  Fie 
quickly  admitted  the  Dutch  to  a  Treaty  upon  fofter 
Conditions,  though  he  affefted  to  make  ufe  of  high 
Perms,  and  to  behave  towards  their  Ambaffadors  with  a 
great  deal  of  Haughtinefs,  which,  for  the  Sake  of  their 
Country’s  Intereft,  they  knew  well  enough  how  to  bear. 
This  Treaty  ended  in  a  Peace,  which  was  made  the  4th  of 
Vol.  II.  N  April 
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April  1654.  In  this  Negotiation  the  Coalition,  upon 
which  the  Parliament  had  infilled,  was  dropped.  No 
Mention  was  made  of  our  foie  Right  to  Filhingon  our 
own  Coat,  nor  any  annual  Tribute  fecured  to  us  for 
the  Dutch  fifhing  in  our  Seas,  which  had  been  actually 
paid  to  King  Charles ,  and  was  offered  to  the  Parliament; 
though  Cromwell ,  becaufe  his  Adminitration  flood  in 
need  of  a  Peace,  thought  fit  to  part  with  it.  He  like- 
wife  gave  up  all  Claim  to  the  fearching  Dutch  Ships, 
which  the  Parliament  had  rigoroufly  infilled  on.  The 
Right  of  limiting  the  Number  of  their  Ships  of  War, 
was  another  of  their  Articles  that  he  dropt ;  neither  did 
he  oblige  them  to  grant  the  Englijh  a  free  Navigation 
on  the  River  Scheldt  But  it  is  now  Time  to  fee  the 
Terms  to  which  he  held  them. 

It  was  in  the  firlt  Place  llipulated,  that  fuch  as  could 
be  found  of  the  Perfons  concerned  in  the  Maflacre  at 
Amboyna ,  fhould  be  delivered  up  to  Jultice.  This  was 
very  fpecious,  and  calculated  to  give  the  People  a  high 
Idea  of  the  Protector’s  Patriotifm,  who  thus  compelled 
the  Dutch  to  make  Satisfaction,  for  an  Offence  which 
the  two  former  Kings  could  never  bring  them  to  ac¬ 
knowledge.  But  as  this  Article  was  never  executed,  lb 
we  may  reafonably  conclude,  that  the  Dutch  knew  the 
Protector’s  Mind  before  they  made  this  Conceffion. 
They  acknowledged  the  Dominion  of  the  Englijlo  at  Sea, 
by  confenting  to  trike  the  Flag,  fubmitted  to  the  Act  of 
Navigation,  undertook  to  give  the  Eajl-India  Company 
Satisfaction  for  the  Lofies  they  had  futained,  and  by  a 

private 
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private  Article  bound  themfelves  never  to  eledl  any  of 
the  Houfe  of  Orange  to  the  Dignity  of  Stadtholder  \ 
Thus  taking  all  Things  together,  this  ought  rather  to 
be  confidered  as  a  clofe  Conjunction  between  the  new 
Protector  of  England ,  and  the  Louvejlein  Fadtion  in 

Holland ,  than  an  Alliance  between  the  two  Nations. 

\ 

For  though  it  be  true,  that  feme  Regard  was  had  in  this 
Treaty  to  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of  England ,  yet 
confidering  our  Succefs  in  that  War,  and  the  Situation 
Things  were  in  at  the  Conclufion  of  it*  there  can  be 
no  Reafon  to  doubt,  that,  if  the  Parliament  which  be¬ 
gun  the  War  had  ended  it,  they  would  have  done  it 
upon  better  Terms,  in  Refpedt  both  to  Profit  and 
Glory. 

Hostilities  between  the  two  States  had  not  con¬ 
tinued  quite  two  Years;  and  yet  in  that  Time  the  En - 
glijh  took  no  lefs  than  1700  Prizes,  valued  by  the 
Dutch  themfelves  at  fixty-two  Millions  of  Guilders,  or 
near  fix  Millions  Sterling.  On  the  contrary,  thofe 
taken  by  the  Dutch  could  not  amount  to  the  fourth  Part, 
either  in  Number  or  Value.  Within  that  Time  the 
Englijh  were  victorious  in  no  lefs  than  five  general 
-Battels,  fome  of  which  were  of  feveral  Days  ;  whereas 
the  Hollanders  cannot  juftly  boaft  of  having  gained  one; 
For  the  Adtion  between  de  Ruyter  and  Ayfcue ,  in 
which  they  pretended  fome  Advantage,  was  no  general 
Fight ;  and  the  Advantage  gained  by  Eromp  in  the 
Downs ,  is  owned  to  have  been  gained  but  over  a  Part 
of  the  Englijh  Fleet.  As  jfiiort  as  this  Quarrel  was,  it 

N  2  brought 
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brought  the  Dutch  to  greater  Extremities,  than  their 
fourfcore-Years  War  with  Spain.  The  States  fhewed 
great  Wifdom  in  one  Point,  viz .  including  their  Ally 
the  King  of  Denmark  in  this  Treaty,  by  undertaking 
that  either  he  or  they  fhould  make  Satisfadion  for  the 
Englijh  Ships  which  had  been  feized  at  the  beginning  of 
the  War  in  his  Port  h 

The  Rupture  between  France  and  England  ftill 
continued,  our  Ships  of  War  taking,  linking,  or  bum- 
ing  theirs  wherever  they  met  them,  and  the  French  Pri¬ 
vateers  diftuibing  our  Commerce  as  much  as  they  were 
able  u.  An  Attempt  was  made  by  the  French  Miniftry 
to  have  got  France  as  well  as  Denmark  included  in  the 
Peace  made  with  the  States :  but  Cromwell  would  not 
hear  of  this,,  becaufe  he  knew  how  to  make  his  Advan¬ 
tage  of  the  Difficulties  the  French  then  laboured  under 
another  Ways  in  which  he  fucceeded  perfectly  well, 
obliging  them  in  1655,  to  fubmit  to  his  own  Terms, 
and  to  give  up  the  Interefts  of  the  Royal  Family,  not- 
withftanding  their  near  Relation  to  the  Houfe  of  Bour¬ 
bon.  He  likewife  obtained  a  very  advantageous  Treaty 
of  Commerce,  and  without  Queftion  his  Condud  with 
Regard  to  France  would  have  deferved  Commendation, 
if  for  the  Sake  of  fecuring  his  own  Government,  he 
had  not  entered  too  readily  into  the  Views  of  Cardinal 
Mazarine ,  and  contributed  thereby  to  the  aggrandizing 
of  a  Power  which  has  been  terrible  to  Europe  ever 
iince  Vand  which  he  might  have  reduced  within  juft 
Bounds,  if  he  had  fo  pleafed. 

He 


t  Verwcrd  Europa,  p.  122.  Intereft  Van  Holland,  p  34* 
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He  did  not  difcover  his  Intentions  in  this  Refpeft  all 
at  once,  but  by  Degrees  only,  and  as  they  became  ne- 
cefiary.  He  affedled  to  have  his  Friendfhip  eaineftly  fol- 
licited  both  by  France  and  Spain ,  and  even  declared 
publickly,  that  he  would  give  it  to  the  Couit  which 
deferved  bed,  or,  in  plain  Terms,  bid  highefl  for  it  x. 
The  fird  Sign  of  his  Reconciliation  to  the  French ,  was, 
the  redoring  the  Ships  taken  by  Blake ,  with  Provifions 
and  Ammunition  for  the  Garrifon  of  Dunkirk ;  and  yet 
nothing  of  Confidence  appeared  then  between  the  Cardi¬ 
nal  and  him,  though  it  is  generally  fuppofed,  that  the 
firft*  Xndigation  to  the  Spanijh  War  came  from  him;  who 
gave  the  Protestor  to  under  Hand,  that  the  Englijb  Ma¬ 
ritime  Force  could  not  be  better  employed  than  in  con¬ 
quering  Part  of  the  Spanijh  Weft- Indies ,  while  France 
attacked  the  fame  Crown  in  Europe ;  and  to  purcfiafe 
his  Affiftance  would  readily  relinquifh  the  Royal  Fami¬ 
ly,  and  fo  rid  him  from  all  Fears  of  an  Invafion  C  Be- 
fides  thefe  Hints  from  abroad,  the  Protestor  had  fome 
Notices  of  a  like  Nature  at  home ;  efpecially  from  one 
Gage  a  Pried,  who  had  been  long  in  America ,  and  who 
furniflied  him  with  a  copious  Account  of  the  Wealth 
and  Weaknefs  of  the  Spaniards  there  z. 

Immediately  after  the  Conclufion  of  the  Dutch 
War,  the  Protestor  ordered  all  the  Ships  of  his  Navy 
to  be  repaired,  and  put  into  good  Condition.  He  like- 
wife  directed  many  new  ones  to  be  built;  Store-houfes, 

N  3  Magazines, 
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Magazines,  &V.  to  be  filled  with  Ammunition  and  Pn> 
vifion  :  whence  it  was  evident  enough  that  he  intended 
not  to  be  idle,  though  no  body  knew  againft  whom 
this  mighty  Force  was  to  be  exerted  3.  In  the  Summer  of 
the  Year  1654,  he  ordered  two  great  Fleets  to  be  pro¬ 
vided,  one  of  which  was  to  be  commanded  by  Admi¬ 
ral  Blake  >  and  the  other  by  Vice-Admiral  Penn.  Neither 
of  thefe  had  any  Knowledge  of  what  the  other  was  to 
attempt;  fo  far  from  it,  they  knew  not  perfectly  what 
themfelves  were  to  perform b.  Their  Orders  were  to 
be  opened  at  Sea,  and  they  had  no  further  Lights  given 
them,  than  were  abfolutely  requifite  for  making  the  ne- 
ceflary  Preparations.  Blake ,  as  foon  as  all  Things  were 
ready,  put  to  Sea,  and  failed  into  the  Streights ,  where 
Jiis  Orders  were  to  procure  Satisfaction  from  fuch  Princes 
and  States,  as  had  either  infulted  the  Government,  or 
injured  the  Commerce  of  England 1  But,  before  his 
Departure,  it  had  been  induftrioufiy  given  out,  that  he 
y/as  to  intercept  the  Duke  of  Guife ,  and  to  protedl  the 
Kingdom  of  Naples  from  the  French.  This  had  the 
delired  Effedt;  it  lulled  the  Spaniards  afleep,  and  even 
difpofed  them  to  fhew  the  Admiral  all  pofiible  Civilities, 
who  very  probably  had  as  yet  no  Sufpicion  of  his  Ma¬ 
ker’s  Defign  to  break  with  that  Nation.  The  firft 
Place  he  went  to  was  Leghorn ,  where  he  had  two  Ac¬ 
counts  to  make  up  with  the  Grand  Duke:  the  firfi:  was 
for  his  Subjects  purchafing  the  Prizes  made  by  Prince 
Rupert ;  the  other  for  the  Damage  done  by  Van  Galen 
when  Appleton^  was  forced  out  of  Leghorn- Road.  Thefe 

Demands 

*.  ' 

i  ^ * 

*  Clarendon’s  Hiftory,  p.  673.  Bafnage  Annales  des  Provin¬ 
ces  Unies,  vol.  i.  p.400.  b  Clarendon’s  Hjftory,  p.  673. 
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Demands  furprized  the  Prince  on  whom  they  were 
made;  efpecially  when  he  underftood  how  laige  a  Sum 
was  expected  from  him*  not  lefs  in  the  w  hole  than 
150,000  /.  which,  however,  was  moderated  to  60,000  /. 
and  this  Sum  there  is  Reafon  to  believe  was  adtually 
paid  c.  Thence  he  proceeded  to  Algiers ,  where  he  ar¬ 
rived  the  10th  of  March  1655,  and  anchored  without 
the  Mole,  fending  an  Officer  to  the  Dey  to  demand  Sa¬ 
tisfaction  for  the  Piracies  committed  on  the  Englijh ,  and 
the  Releafe  of  all  Captives  belonging  to  his  Nation. 
The  Dey  anfwered  very  modeltly,  that  as  for  the  Ships 
and  Slaves,  they  were  now  the  Property  of  private  Per- 
fons,  from  whom  he  could  not  take  them  with  Safety 
to  him felf;  but  that  he  would  take  Care  they  fhouid  be 
redeemed  upon  eafy  Terms,  and  would  make  a  Treaty 
with  him  to  prevent  any  Hofhilities  being  committed  for 
the  future.  The  Admiral  left  the  Port  upon  this,  and 
failed  to  "Tunis ,  where  he  fent  the  like  Mefiage  on  Shore; 
but  received  a  very  fhort  Anfwer,  viz.  Here  are  our 
Cajlles  of  Guletta  and  Porto  Ferino:y^  may  do  your 
worjl ;  we  do  not  fear  you.  Blake  entered  the  Bay  of 
Porto  Ferino ,  and  came  within  Mufket-Shot  of  the  Ca- 
ftle  and  Line,  which  he  played  upon  fo  warmly,  that 
they  were  foon  in  a  defencelefs  Condition.  There  were 
then  nine  Ships  in  the  Road,  which  the  Admiral  refolv- 
ed  to  burn ;  and  with  this  View  ordered  every  Captain 
of  his  own  Ships  to  man  his  Long-Boat  with  choice 
Men,  and  thefe  to  enter  the  Harbour  and  fire  the  Ships  of 
Tunis ,  while  he  and  his  Fleet  covered  them  from  the 

N  4  Caltle, 
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Caftle,  by  playing  continually  on  it  with  their  Cannon, 
The  Seamen  in  their  Boats  boldly  aflaulted  the  Pyrates, 
and  burnt  all  their  Ships,  with  the  Lofs  of  25  Men 
killed,  and  48  wounded*  This  daring  Action  fpread 
the  Terror  of  his  Name  through  Africa  and  Afia ,  which 
had  for  a  long  wfiile  been  formidable  in  Europe.  From 
‘Tunis  he  went  to  Tripoli ,  and  concluded  a  Peace  with 
that  Government.  Thence  he  returned  to  Tunis,  and 
threatning  to  do  farther  Execution,  the  Inhabitants  im¬ 
plored  his  Mercy  from  their  Works,  and  begged  him 
to  grant  them  a  Peace,  which  he  did  on  Terms  glori¬ 
ous  and  profitable  for  his  Country d. 

The  other  Fleet  being  alfo  in  Seadinefs,  and  compo¬ 
sed  of  about  thirty  Ships  of  War,  and  a  convenient 
number  of  Transports ;  the  Protedlor  refolved  they 
fliould  fail  in  the  Month  of  December  1654.  Admiral 
Penn  had  the  chief  Command  of  this  Fleet,  and  under 
him  were  Vice-Admiral  Goodfon ,  and  Rear-Admiral 

Blagge.  The  Commander  of  the  Land-Forces  was  Co- 

\ 

lonel  Venables ,  an  old  Officer,  who,  as  well  as  the  Ad¬ 
miral,  was  Secretly  in  the  King’s  Intereft,  and  intended 
to  have  laid  hold  of  this  Opportunity  to  reftore  him. 
The  Troops  confifted  of  about  five  thoufand  Men,  a- 
mongft  whom  many  were  Royalifts,  and  the  reft  So 
little  Satisfied  with  the  Protector’s  Adminiftration,  that  one 
great  End  of  this  Expedition  was  to  be  rid  of  them  e. 
Venables  had  defired  of  Cromivell  that  great  Care  might 
be  taken  in  furnifhing  Provisions,  Arms,  and  Ammuni¬ 
tion  ; 


d  Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  374,  375.  Vie  de  Cromwell,  vo!. 
ii.  p.  348,  349.  c  Clarendon’s  Hiftory,  p.  673.  Heath’s 
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de  Cromwell,  vol.  ii.  p.  349. 
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tion-  that  his  Forces  might  be  properly  chofen,  and 
that’  himfelf  might  not  be  fettered  by  his  Inftruaions. 
In  all  thefe  he  foon  found  himfelf  difappointed :  his  Pro- 
vifion  was  not  only  fhort  in  Quantity,  but  very  bad  in 
its  kind;  Arms  and  Ammunition  were  very  fpaiingly 
fupplied,  and  in  a  manner  fitter  for  Shew  than  Service ; 
his  Troops  were  either  raw  or  Invalids,  and  by  his  In- 
Itructions,  he  was  tied  up  from  doing  any  Thing  with¬ 
out  the  Confent  of  others f.  Before  he  had  abfolute 
Knowledge  of  thefe  Particulars,  he  was  hurried  on 
board  at  Portfmouth ,  whence  the  Fleet  immediately  fail- 
ed  for  Barbadoes 

The  Fleet  arrived  in  Carlifle-B ay  on  the  29th  of 
January  1655,  and  were  very  joyfully  received  by  all 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Illand  of  Barbadoes ,  where  they 
ftaid  fome  Time*  in  order  to  recruit  and  make  the  ne- 
ceflary  Preparations  for  their  intended  Defcent  on  the 
Ifland  of  Hifpaniola.  We  have  been  taught  blindly  to 
admire  the  Wifdom  and  Conduct  of  Cromwell  in  his 
Enterprizes ;  but  certainly  this  was  the  woril  managed 
that  ever  our  Nation  undertook.  General  Venables  found 
himfelf  deficient  in  all  forts  of  Neceflaries,  and  which 
was  worfe,  found  Admiral  Penn  very  little  inclined  to 
afford  him  even  the  Affiftance  that  was  in  his  Power. 
He  expoftulated  with  him  to  no  Purpofe,  but  made  the 
Wretchednefs  of  his  and  their  Condition  fo  apparent, 
that  one  of  their  Fellow-Commiffioners  faid  plainly,  be 
doubted  they  were  betrayed,.  It  was,  however,  too  late 

to 


f  The  only  juft  and  genuine  Account  of  this  Expedition  is  to 
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to  look  back,  and  befides,  abundance  of  Volunteers  re¬ 
torted  to  Barbadoes  from  all  our  Plantations,  in  order  to 
lhare  the  Riches  that  were  to  be  taken  from  the  Spani¬ 
ards  fo  that  Venables  faw  himfelf  under  a  Neceffity  of 
proceeding,  notwithftanding  he  was  throughly  fattened, 
they  were  in  no  Condition  to  proceed  h. 

From  Barbadoes  the  Fleet  failed  on  the  laft  of 
March  to  St.  CbriJlopher’$y  where  they  met  with  ano¬ 
ther  Supply  of  Voluntiers;  fo  that  when  they  embarked 
for  Hifpaniola ,  Venables  had  under  his  Command  the 
greateft  Body  of  European  Troops  that  had  ever  been 
feen  in  that  Part  of  the  World,  the  Army  confifting  of 
very  near  10,000  Men.  It  mull,  however,  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  they  were  in  the  worft  Temper  in  the 
World  for  making  Conquers.  Moll  of  them,  when 
they  left  England ,  did  it  with  a  View  to  make  their  For¬ 
tunes  ;  but  now  the  Commiffioners  (of  whom  Venables 
indeed  was  one,  but  of  a  different  Opinion  from  the 
reft)  told  them,  that  every  Penny  of  their  Plunder  was 
to  be  accounted  for,  and  that  they  could  only  allow 
them  a  Fortnight’s  Pay  by  Way  of  Equivalent.  This 
had  like  to  have  thrown  them  all  into  a  Mutiny,  and  it 
was  with  much  ado,  that  the  Officers  pacified  them 
with  a  Promife  of  fix  Weeks  Pay,  which  the  Commif- 
lioners,  however,  would  not  be  brought  to  confirm; 
and  in  this  Situation  they  were,  when  they  embarked  for 
Hifpaniola  K 

They  arrived  before  the  City  of  St.  Domingo ,  and 
General  Venables  propofed  that  they  fhould  fail  diredtly 

into 
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into  the  Harbour,  which,  however,  was  not  agreed  to 
.by  the  Sea-Officers,  who  propofed  landing  at  the  River 
Bine ;  for  which  Purpofe  Part  of  the  Squadron  was  de¬ 
tached  under  the  Command  of  Vice-Admiral  Goodfon , 
who  when  at  Sea  declared  he  had  no  Pilots  to  condudl 
the  Ships  into  the  Mouth  of  the  River,  and  therefore, 
the  Troops  were  compelled  (not  with  {landing  General 
Venables  proteiled  againft  it)  to  land  at  the  Well-Point, 
from  whence  they  had  forty  Miles  to  march  through  a 
thick  woody  Country  without  any  Guide ;  infomuch, 
that  Numbers  of  Men  and  Horfe,  through  Fatigue,  Ex¬ 
tremity  of  Heat,  and  want  of  Water  were  deftroyed* 
After  four  Days  March,  the  Army  came  to  the  Place 
where  they  might  have  been  firlt  put  on  Shore;  but  by  that 
Time  the  Enemy  had  drawn  together  the  whole  Force 

of  the  Illand,  and  had  recovered  from  their  firft  Sur- 

*  _ 

prize.  Colonel  Buller ,  who  had  landed  with  his  Regi¬ 
ment  near  Hine- River,  and  had  Orders  to  remain  there 
till  the  Army  joined  him,  thought  fit,  on  the  coming  of 
Cox  the  Guide,  to  march  away ;  and  for  want  of  this 
Guide,  the  General  and  his  Forces  marched  ten  or 
twelve  Miles  out  of  their  Road,  Exafperated  with  thefe 
Difappointments,  and  the  Hardfhips  they  had  under¬ 
gone,  the  Regiment  of  Seamen  under  the  Command  of 
Admiral  Goodfon  mutinied  firft,  and  then  the  Land- 
Troops;  fo  that  the  General  had  much  ado  to  prevail 
on  them  to  ford  the  River.  At  length,  Colonel  Buller 
2nd  Cox  the  Guide  joined  them,  and  promifed  to  con¬ 
duit  them  to  a  Place  where  they  might  be  fupplied 
with  Water;  but  this  Colonel  taking  the  Liberty  of 
ftraggling  for  the  Sake  of  Pillage,  the  Spaniards  attack¬ 
ed  fiim,  and  in  one  of  thefe  Skiripilhes  Cox,  their  only 

Guide, 
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Guide,  was  killed ;  yet  the  Spaniards  were  at  laft  repul- 
fed,  and  purfued  within  Cannon-Shot  of  the  Town  k. 

In  this  diftreffed  Condition  a  Council  of  War  was 
called,  wherein  after  mature  Deliberation  it  was  refolved 
to  march  to  the  Harbour  in  the  beft  manner  they  could, 
v/hich  with  much  Difficulty  they  effected.  There  they 
ftaid  three  or  four  Days  to  furnifh  themfelves  with  Pro- 
viftons  and  other  Neceffaries,  and  then  with  a  fingle 
Mortar-Piece  marched  to  reduce  the  Fort.  The  Van- 
Guard  was  commanded  by  Adjutant- General  Jackfon , 
who  as  foon  as  he  was  attacked  by  the  Spaniards  ran  a- 
way  and  his  Troops  after  him.  The  Paffage  through  the 
Woods  being  very  narrow^,  they  preffed  on  the  Gene¬ 
ral’s  Regiment,  who  in  vain  endeavoured  to  flop  them 
with  their  Pikes.  They  likewife  difordered  Major-Genera! 
Haines ’s  Regiment,  which  gave  the  Enemy,  who  fol¬ 
lowed  very  eagerly  and  afforded  no  Quarter,  great  Ad¬ 
vantage;  fo  that  the  Major-General  and  the  braveft  of 

\ 

the  Officers,  who  preferred  Death  before  Flight,  ended 
their  Days  here.  At  laff.  General  Venables  and  Vice- 
Admiral  Goodfon ,  at  the  Head  of  their  Regiments,  for¬ 
ced  the  Run-a- ways  into  the  Wood,  obliged  the  Enemy 
to  retire,  and  kept  their  own  Ground,  nctwithftanding 
the  Fire  from  the  Fort  was  very  warm  K 

By  this  Time  the  Forces  wrere  fo  much  fatigued  and 
difeouraged,  that  they  could  not  be  brought  to  play  the 
Mortar.  The  General,  though  reduced  to  a  very  low 
Condition,  caufed  himfelf  to  be  led  from  Place  to  Place, 
to  encourage  them;  till  fainting  at  laft,  he  w^as  forced 
to  leave  the  C^re  to  Major-General  Fortefcue>  who  did 

what 
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what  he  could  to  revive  their  Spirits,  but  to  very  little 


Purpofe, 

Soon  after  it  was  refolved  in  a  Council  of  War, 
that  fince  the  Enemy  had  fortified  all  the  Pafles,  and 
the  Army  was  in  the  utmoft  Diltrefs  for  want  of  Water, 
they  fhould  march  to  a  Place  where  they  were  inform¬ 
ed  a  Supply  of  that  and  other  Neceflaries  had  been  put 
afliore  from  the  Ships,  In  this  March  the  Soldiers  fol¬ 
lowed  their  Officers  till  they  found  themfeives  in  Dan¬ 
ger,  and  then  left  them;  infomuch,  that  the  Commif- 
lioners  owned,  by  a  Letter  they  wrote  to  the  Gover¬ 
nor  of  Barbadoes ,  that,  had  not  the  Enemy  been  as  fear¬ 
ful  as  our  own  Men  were,  they  might  in  a  few  Days 
have  deftroyed  the  whole  Army  ;  and  withall  they  let 
him  know,  that  thofe  who  had  occafioned  the  greateft: 
Diforder,  were  thofe  of  Barbadoes  and  St.  Chrijlopher's > 
infomuch,  that  they,  the  Paid  Commiffioners,  who  were 
Penn ,  JVinJIow  and  Butler ,  had  refolved  to  leave  the  Place, 
and  try  what  could  be  done  againft  the  Ifland  of  Jamaica. 
Such  was  the  End  of  this  Expedition,  after  having  been 
on  Shore  from  the  fourteenth  of  April  to  the  firft  of 
May ,  when  this  Refolution  of  failing  to  Jamaica  was 


taken  m. 

The  Army  was  accordingly  in  a  little  Time  em¬ 
barked  ;  but  the  fick  and  wounded  Men  w«re  left  on  the 
bare  Decks  for  48  Hours,  without  either  Meat,  Drink, 
or  Dreffing,  infomuch  that  Worms  bred  in  their  Sores : 
and  even  while  they  were  on  Shore,  the  Provifions 
fent  to  them  were  not  watered  but  candied  with  Salt, 
notwithftanding  they  had  not  Water  Efficient  to  quench 

their 
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their  Thirft.  Nay,  after  their  Misfortunes  on  Shore, 
Venables  averred,  that  Penn  gave  Rear-Admiral  Blagge 
Orders  not  to  fufnifh  them  with  any  more  Provifions  of 
what  kind  foever ;  fo  that  they  eat  up  all  the  Dogs, 
Afles,  and  Horfes  in  the  Camp,  and  fome  of  them  fuch 
Things  as  were  in  themfelves  poifonous,  of  which  about 
forty  died.  Before  the  Forces  were  embarked,  Adju¬ 
tant-General  Jackfon  was  tryed  at  a  Court-Martial,  and 
not  only  fentenced  to  becalhiered,  and  his  Sword  broken 
over  his  Head,  but  to  do  the  Duty  of  a  Swabber,  in  keep¬ 
ing  clean  the  Hofpital-Ship ;  a  Punifhment  fuitable  to  his 
notorious  Cowardice  n. 

The  Defcent  on  Jamaica  was  better  managed  than 
that  on  Hifpaniola ;  for  immediately  on  their  landing, 
which  was  on  the  third  of  May ,  General  Venables  if- 
fued  his  Orders,  that  if  any  Man  fhould  be  found  at¬ 
tempting  to  run  away,  the  next  Man  to  him  fhould  put 
him  to  Death ;  which  if  he  failed  to  do,  he  fhould  be 
liable  to  a  Court-Martial  °.  The  next  Day  they  attack¬ 
ed  a  Fort  which  they  carried,  and  were  then  preparing 
to  ftorm  the  Town  of  St.  Jago9  which  the  Spanijh  In¬ 
habitants  prevented  by  a  timely  Treaty  ;  but  before  the 
General  would  liften  to  any  Proportions  of  Peace,  he 
infilled,  that  a  certain  Quantity  of  Provifions  fhould 
befent  them  daily,  which  was  punctually  performed  ;  and 
this  gave  his  Soldiers  Strength  and  Spirits;  and  in  a  fhort 
Time  their  Negotiations  ended  in  a  compleat  Surrender 
of  the  Ifland  to  the  Englijh ,  as  appears  by  the  Articles 
which  the  Reader  may  find  at  large  in  feveral  of  our 

Hiftorians. 
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Hiftorians  p.  General  Venables  finding  himfelf  in  a  very 
weak  Condition,  defired  the  Confent  of  the  Commif- 
fioners  to  open  their  ultimate  Inftrudtions,  which  after 
mature  Deliberation  they  yielded  to.  In  thefe  he  found 
he  had  Power  in  cafe  of  Neceffity  to  refign  his  Com¬ 
mand,  which  he  did  accordingly  to  General  Fort  ef cue -9 
upon  which,  Admiral  Penn  followed  his  Example,  and 
delivered  up  his  Charge  to  Vice-Admiral  Goodfon ,  with 
whom  he  left  a  good  Squadron  of  Ships,  and  with  the 
reft  of  the  Fleet  returned  to  England .  In  their  Paflage 
home  they  fell  in  with  the  Spanijh  Plate- Fleet  in  the 
Gulph  of  Florida ,  but  without  attacking  it  $  whether 
through  want  of  Will,  or  of  Inftrudtions,  at  this  Dif~ 
tance  it  is  hard  to  determine  q. 

Immediately  after  the  Arrival  of  Penn  and  Vena¬ 
bles  ^  which  was  in  the  Month  of  September  1655,  they 
were  both  committed  to  the  Tower ,  to  fatisfy  the  Cla¬ 
mours  of  the  People,  who  then  (as  it  often  happens) 
laid  the  greateft  Blame  on  him  who  leaft  deferved  it r. 
All  that  the  Protedlor  infilled  on  was,  that  they  ftiould 
confefs  their  Faults  in  leaving  their  refpedlive  Charges  $ 
and  he  promifed  to  releafe  them  upon  their  Submiffion. 
This  Penn  quickly  did,  and  was  accordingly  difcharged; 
but  Venables  abfolutely  refufed  it,  always  infilling  that  he 
had  committed  no  Fault,  fince  in  cafe  of  Inability  to 
execute  his  Duty,  his  Inftrudtions  permitted  him  to  refign 
his  Command  s„  His  Memory  has  been  very  hardly 

treated 
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treated,  I  think  with  little  Redfon;  for  as  to  what  is 
laid  of  his  fuffering  the  Spaniards  to  carry  off  their  Ef- 
feds  from  the  City  of  St.  Jago  to  the  Mountains,  and 
thereby  defrauding  the  Soldiers  of  their  Plunder;  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  grofs  Calumny,  from  feveral  Reafons  h  For 
firft,  admitting  the  Fad  to  be  true,  that  they  did  carry 
off  their  Effeds,  this  could  prove  no  Lofs  to  the  Sol¬ 
diers,  but  quite  the  contrary;  fince  if  they  had  now 
fallen  into  their  Hands,  the  Commiflioners  would  have 
feized  them  for  the  Protedor’s  Ufe,  in  purfuance  of  the 
Order  before-mentioned.  Next,  the  General  could  do 
nothing  in  this  Refped  without  the  Confent  of  the 
other  Commiflioners ;  and  laftly,  it  it  appears  by  the 
moll  authentic  Account  we  have  of  this  Affair,  that 
the  Soldiers  were  fo  far  from  being  diflatisfied  with  his 
Condud,  that  they  relied  upon  him  to  reprefent  their 
Grievances  at  home,  and  to  procure  Redrefs;  which  he 
did  as  far  as  was  in  his  Power  u.  The  Reafon  of  his 
being  firft  afperfed,  was,  a  Perfuafion  that  he  was  a  Con¬ 
fident  and  Creature  of  Cromwell's ;  which  is  fo  far  from 
being  true,  that  the  very  contrary  is  certain.  The  Pro- 
tedor  hated  and  was  jealous  of  him,  and  conferred  on 
him  this  Command  merely  to  get  him  out  of  his  Way  w. 
The  Truth  is,  the  Fault  lay  in  the  Protedor’s  Scheme, 
which  was  to  have  raifed  a  large  Supply  from  this  Ex¬ 
pedition.  This  induced  him  to  tie  the  Commiflioners 
down  to  hinder  the  Soldiers  from  keeping  their  Plunder 
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upon  Pain  of  Death;  and  their  infilling  upon  this  had 
like  to  have  been  the  Ruin  of  the  whole  Undertaking  x« 
The  Reader  mud  difeern  the  Jullice  of  thefe  Remarks 
from  the  Fadts  before  laid  down,  which  are  indifputable  ; 
and  to  fpeak  Truth  freely,  and  give  Mens  Characters 
impartially,  ought  to  be  the  Study  of  an  Hiftorian,  and 
will,  I  hope,  juftify  me  for  infilling  fo  long  on  this 
Head. 

Admiral  Blake's  Fleet  continued  all  this  Time  in 
the  Mediterranean ,  and  was  now  in  the  Road  to  Cadiz, 
where  he  received  the  greatelt  Civilities  from  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  and  lived  on  the  belt  Terms  imaginable  with 
them;  for,  till  the  Blow  was  itruck  at  Jamaica ,  Crom¬ 
well  carefully  concealed  his  Defign  to  make  War.  When 
this  was  known,  the  Spaniards  declared  immediately 
againft  him,  and  feized  the  Effedts  of  all  the  Englijh 
Merchants  in  their  Dominions  to  an  immenfe  Value ; 
an  Incident  wThich  feems  not  to  have  been  fufficiently 
confidered  by  thofe  who  cry  up  the  Protedlor’s  Condudl 
fo  highly  y.  This  War,  as  we  have  before  obferved, 
was  at  the  Bottom  undertaken  for  his  own  Advantage, 
from  a  Profpedt  of  fupplying  his  Coffers  with  Money, 
without  putting  him  under  the  Necelfity  of  calling  Par¬ 
liaments  z.  It  is  true,  that  in  publick  Declarations  he 
talked  much  of  his  Regard  to  Trade,  and  his  Concern 
for  the  Freedom  of  Navigation :  and  no  doubt  he  was 
fincere  in  this,  fo  far  as  it  was  confident  with  his  own 
Power,  and  not  a  Jot  beyond  it ;  other  wife  he  would 
have  confidered  the  Profits  of  our  National  Trade  with 
Vol.  II.  O  Spain , 
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Spain,  which  were  at  that  Time  very  great,  the  French 
having  never  interfered,  and  the  Dutch  being  utterly  dif- 
liked  by  the  Spaniards .  At  leaft  he  fliould  have  taken  Care 
by  fome  timely  Flint,  to  enable  fo  great  a  Body  as  the 
Spani/h  Merchants  to  have  withdrawn  their  Effeds ;  and 
the  Negled  of  this  was  not  the  Effed  of  any  Inatten¬ 
tion,  a  Thing  impoffible  while  Thurloe  had  the  Manage¬ 
ment  of  his  Affairs,  but  the  pure  Confequence  of  pub¬ 
lic  Intereft  clafliing  with  his  private  Views;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  throughout  the  whole  Tranfadion,  he  appears  to 
have  been  a  great  Politician,  but  no  Patriot.  I  fay  no¬ 
thing  as  to  his  Breach  of  the  Law  of  Nations,  in  at¬ 
tacking  the  Spaniards  without  any  previous  Declaration; 
becaufe  in  the  firfl  Place,  this  was  not  very  confident 
with  the  Principles  on  which  his  Government  was 
founded;  and  next,  the  Spaniards  had  broke  through  all 
Rules  of  true  Policy  as  well  as  Decorum,  in  acknow¬ 
ledging  and  courting  him  as  they  did;  and  therefore,  felt 
no  more  than  the  juft  Effeds  of  their  own  Refine¬ 
ments. 

When  nothing  more  was  to  be  got  by  concealing 
his  Intentions,  the  Protedor  fent  Mr.  Montague  with  a 
fmall  Squadron  of  Aden  of  War  into  the  Mediterranean 
to  join  Blake,  and  to  carry  him  frefh  Inftrudions;  the 
Principal  of  which  was  to  block  up  the  Port  of  Cadiz, 
in  which  there  was  a  Fleet  of  forty  Sail,  intended  to  fe- 
cure  the  Flota :  and  at  the  fame  Time  the  going  out 
of  this  Fleet  was  prevented,  the  Englijb  were  to  ufe 
their  utmoft  Diligence  to  hinder  the  Flota  from  coming 

in  without  lharing  in  the  Riches  on  Board  3.  Blake 
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and  Montague  executed  their  Orders  with  equal  Skill  and 
Xnduftry,  taking  Care  to  obtain  a  Supply  of  frefh  Pro- 
vifions  and  Water,  as  often  as  they  had  Occafion,  from 
the  Portugal  Coaft.  Thither  they  had  failed  with 
the  greatell  Part  of  the  Fleet,  when  the  Squadron  from 
the  Indies  approached  Cadiz .  Rear-Admiral  St  ay  net 
with  feven  Frigates  plied  to  and  fro,  till  thele  eight  large 
Ships  were  in  View,  which  he  prefently  knew  to  be 
what  they  really  were;  whereas  they  took  his  Veffelss 
becaufe  they  lay  very  low  in  the  Water,  for  Filhermem 
This  gave  him  an  Opportunity  of  coming  up  with  and 
fighting  them,  though  the  Weather  hindered  four  of 
his  Frigates  from  ailing.  Yet  with  The  Speaker ,  The 
Bridgwater ,  and  The  Plymouth ,  he  did  his  Bufinefs,  and 
after  an  obftinate  Engagement  funk  two,  ran  two  more 
a-ground,  and  took  two  of  the  Spanijh  Vefiels,  fo  that 
two  only  efcaped.  In  one  of  thofe  was  the  Marquefs  of 
Bajadox ,  of  the  Family  of  Lopez ,  who  had  been  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Peru  for  the  King  of  Spain,  who  was  killed  in 
the  Fight  with  his  Wife  and  a  Daughter:  the  elded 
Son  and  his  Brother  were  faved,  and  brought  fafe  to 
the  Generals  with  this  Prize,  wherein  were  two  Mil¬ 
lions  of  Pieces  of  Eight ;  and  as  much  there  was  in  one 
of  them  that  was  funk.  The  Admiral  who  carried  the 
Flag  (for  concealing  the  richefb  Ship)  with  the  Porta - 
gal  Prize  recovered  the  Shore.  Soon  after  General 
Montague  with  the  young  Marquefs,  and  Part  of  the 
Fleet  to  convoy  the  Silver,  returned  into  Englandy  and 
delivered  the  Bullion  into  the  Mint  \  and  the  young 
Marquefs  was  fet  at  Liberty.  For  this  a  Thankfgiving, 
with  a  Narrative  to  be  read  thereon,  was  appointed  by  the 
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Parliament,  who  iffued  their  Declaration  of  War  againft 
Spain  b. 

The  Protedlor  took  a  great  deal  of  Care  of  his  new 
Conqueft,  and  within  a  very  fhort  Time  after  the  Re¬ 
turn  of  Penn  and  Venables,  fent  a  confiderable  Supply  thi¬ 
ther,  and  a  Squadron  of  Men  of  War.  Thefe  Troops 
were  commanded  by  Colonel  Humfreys,  but  Major 
Sedgivick  went  with  him,  and  had  a  Commiflion  to  be 
Governor  of  the  Ifland  c.  When  they  came  thither, 
they  found  Things  in  a  much  better  Poflure  than  they 
expedted.  Colonel  F’oyly,  to  whom  Fortejcue  on  ac¬ 
count  of  Sicknefs  had  refigned  his  Command,  was  fo 
indefatigable,  that  he  fubdued  all  the  Oppofition  he 
met  with,  and  driven  the  Spaniards  out  of  the  Ifland, 
notwithftanding  they  had  fortified  themfelves  in  two 
or  three  Places  very  ftrongly,  and  had  been  abun¬ 
dantly  fupplied  with  Artillery  and  Ammunition  from 
Cuba d.  It  is  eafy  to  account  for  the  different  Behavi¬ 
our  of  thefe  Men  here,  and  at  Hijpaniola .  They  fought 
there  for  the  Profit  of  others;  but  at  this  Time  for 
their  own.  They  were  then  utterly  unacquainted  with 
the  Climate,  and  fo  lefs  able  to  bear  it;  whereas  they 
were  now  in  fome  Meafure  feafoned  to  it :  yet  this  Co¬ 
lonel  D'oyly  who  did  fo  much  for  the  Colony,  was  to 
be  removed  at  all  Events  from  the  Government,  be- 
caufe  he  had  been  formerly  a  Cavalier.  Sedgivick ,  how¬ 
ever,  who  was  to  have  been  his  Succeffor,  quickly  died, 
and  fo  did  Fortejcue-,  and  Humfreys,  according  to  his  Or- 


b  Clarendon,  ubi  fupra.  Heath,  Bate,  Whitlock,  Burchet, 
Columna  Rollrata,  Kennet,  Rapin.  «  Heath  s  Chrome  e, 
P  d  Englifh  Empire  in  America,  voi.  11.  p-  30b* 


l 

DuftfiQ  the  Civil  //  ci:\  15*7 

ders,  returned  home  with  a  (mall  I'  leet e.  Upon  this, 
the  Prote&or  difpatched  another  1000  Men  from  Scot¬ 
land  with  one  Colonel  Brayne,  who  was  to  take  the 
Government  out  of  D’oyly' s  Hands :  but  he  likewife  dy¬ 
ing  almoft  as  fo on  as  he  fet  his  Foot  on  the  Ifland,  D’oy¬ 
ly  (till  continued  in  the  Exercife  of  his  Authority,  and 
with  great  Skill  and  Integrity  managed  all  Things  there 
to  the  Time  of  the  Reftauration ;  and  then  Jamaica 
was  become  a  very  conliderable,  and,  for  the  Time  it 
had  been  fettled,  a  very  populous  Plantation  f. 

We  are  now  to  return  to  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Fleet  in  the  Mediterranean .  Admiral  'Blake  continued 
to  cruize  before  the  Haven  of  Cadiz ,  and  in  the 
Str eights,  till  the  Month  of  April  1657;  and  having 
then  Information  of  another-  Plate-Fleet  which  had  put 
into  the  Haven  of  Santa  Cruz,  in  the  Ifland  of  ‘Tene- 
rlff \  he  immediately  failed  thither,  and  arrived  before 
the  Town  the  20th  of  April  Here  he  found  the  Plot  a, 
confiding  of  fix  Galleons  richly  laden,  and  ten  other 
Veffels.  The  latter  lay  within  the  Port,  with  a  ftrong 
Barricade  before  them  \  the  Galleons  without  this  Boom, 
becaufe  they  drew  too  much  Water  to  lie  within  it. 
The  Port  itfelf  was  well  fortified,  having  on  the  North 
a  Itrong  Caftle  well  fupplied  with  Artillery,  and  feven 
Forts  united  by  a  Line  of  Communication,  manned 
with  Mufketeers.  The  Spanijh  Governor  thought  the 
Place  fo  fecure,  and  his  own  Difpofitions  fo  well  made, 
that  when  the  Mailer  of  a  Dutch  Ship  defired  Leave  to 
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e  Idem,  ibid.  Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  383.  f  See  the  whole 
of  thefe  Tranfa&ious  in  a  Treatife  entitled,  Jamaica  viewed, 
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fail,  becaufe  he  apprehended  Blake  would  prefently  at¬ 
tack  the  Ships ;  the  Spaniards  anfwered  tartly,  Get  you 
gone ,  if  you  willy  and  let  Blake  come ,  if  he  dares  h.  The 
Admiral,  after  viewing  the  Enemy’s  Preparations,  called 
a  Council  of  War,  wherein  it  was  refolved  to  attempt 
deftroying  the  Enemy’s  Ships;  for  it  was  impoflible  to 
bring  them  off:  and  to  this  End  he  fent  Captain  Stayner 
with  a  Squadron  to  attack  them,  who  foon  forced  his 
Paffage  into  the  Bay,  while  other  Frigates  played  on 
the  Forts  and  Line,  and  hindred  them  from  giving  the 
Ships  much  Difturbance.  Stayner’s  Squadron  was  quick¬ 
ly  fupported  by  Blake  with  the  whole  Fleet,  who  board¬ 
ed  the  Spanifh  Galleons,  and  in  a  few  Hours  made  him- 
felf  Mailer  of  them  all,  and  then  fet  them  on  Fire;  fo 
that  the  whole  Spanifh  Fleet  was  burnt  down  to  the 
Water,  except  two  Ships  which  funk  outright;  and  then 
the  Wind  veering  to  the  S.  W.  he  palled  with  his  Fleet 
fate  out  of  the  Port  again,  lofing  in  this  dangerous  At¬ 
tempt  no  more  than  48  Men  killed,  and  having  about 
120  wounded  \  It  was,  without  Queftion,  the  boldeft 
Undertaking  of  its  kind  that  had  ever  been  performed; 
and  the  Spaniards  who  are  romantic  enough  in  their  own 
Conduct,  were  fo  much  aftonifhed  at  his,  that  they 
quite  loft  their  Spirits,  and  thence  forward  never  thought 
themfelves  fafe,  either  from  Numbers  or  Fortifications k. 

When  the  Prote&or  had  the  News  of  this  glorious 
Succefs,  he  immediately  fent  it  by  his  Secretary  to  the 
Parliament  then  fitting,  and  they,  on  hearing  the  Parti¬ 
culars, 
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culars,  ordered  a  Day  to  be  fet  apart  for  a  Thankfgiving, 
a  Ring  of  500  /.  Value  to  the  General,  as  a  Feftimo- 
ny  of  his  Country’s  Gratitude;  a  Prefent  of  100/,  to 
the  Captain  who  brought  the  News,  and  Thanks  to  all 
the  Officers  and  Soldiers  concerned  in  the  Action 
Captain  Richard  Stayner  returning  foon  after  was  knight¬ 
ed  by  the  Protestor :  nor  was  it  long  before  Blake  and 
the  Fleet  returned,  which  put  an  End  to  the  Spanijh 
War  by  Sea;  for  the  Protestor  had  lately  entered  into 
a  clofer  Conjunction  with  France ,  and  in  Confequence 
thereof,  fent  over  a  Body  of  Land-Forces  into  Flanders , 
where  they  affifted  in  taking  the  Fortrefs  and  Port  of 
Dunkirk,  which  was  delivered  into  the  Hands  of  the 
Englijh,  who  kept  it  till  after  the  Reftauration  ra. 

There  had  been  for  fome  Years  a  very  (harp  War 
carried  on  in  the  North,  between  the  Kings  of  Sweden 
and  Denmark ,  which  in  its  Confequences  was  like  to  af¬ 
fect  the  reft  of  Europe,  efpecially  the  Maritime  Powers”. 
The  Dutch  faw  that  their  Trade  to  the  Baltick  would 
be  ruined  if  the  King  of  Sweden  prevailed,  who  was 
now  become  the  Superior  both  by  Land  and  Sea ;  they 
therefore  refolved  to  fend  a  Fleet  to  the  Affiftance  of 
the  Danes,  which  they  did,  and  thereby  faved  Copenha¬ 
gen  In  England  it  was  judged  to  be  of  no  lefs  Con¬ 
fequence  to  fuccour  the  Swedes,  yet  it  was  not  thought 
proper  to  avow  the  Defign  as  the  Dutch  had  done; 
and,  therefore.  Sir  George  Ayfcue,  who  wras  drawn  out 
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of  his  Retirement  to  command  a  (lout  Squadron  fent 
upon  this  Occafion,  had  Orders  to  accept  a  Commif- 
lion  as  Admiral  from  the  King  of  Sweden ,  which  would 
have  enabled  him  to  aft  more  effectually  for  his 
Service,  than  the  Dutch  did  in  Favour  of  their  Allies. 
This  was  in  the  Year  1657;  but  it  was  fo  late  in  the 
Seafon,  that  he  was  not  able  to  reach  Copenhagen  for  the 
Ice  p.  The  next  Year  Cromwell  died;  and  it  was  ge¬ 
nerally  conceived,  that  the  Englijh  would  have  meddled 
no  farther  in  the  Affair  It  proved  otherwife,  how¬ 
ever;  for  a  ftout  Fleet  was  fitted  out,  and  fent  to  the 
Baltic under  the  Command  of  Admiral  Montague , 
who  had  acquired  a  great  Reputation  by  ferving  in  Con¬ 
junction  with  Blake .  He  had,  befides  his  Commillion 
of  Admiral,  another,  whereby  he  was  joined  with  the 
Ambafladors  Sidney  and  Honeywood  r.  He  arrived  at  Co~ 
fenhagen ,  and  managed  his  Affairs  with  great  Dexterity : 
for  he  avoided  coming  to  Blows,  that  he  might  not  be¬ 
gin  a  new  Dutch  War  ;  compelled  the  King  of  Sweden , 
by  talking  to  him  in  a  proper  Stile,  to  think  of  Peace, 
to  which  he  was  otherwife  very  little  inclined;  and 
while  he  did  all  this,  and  executed  effectually  the  Of¬ 
fices  with  which  he  was  entrufted,  he  entertained  a  fe- 
cret  Correfpondence  with  the  King,  and  difpofed  ail 
Things  on  board  the  Fleet  for  his  Service  s.  When 
Meafures  were  concerted  for  Sir  George  Booth’s  Riling, 
which  was  the  Jaft  Attempt  made  in  Favour  of  the 
King  before  his  Reftauration,  Notice  of  it  was  given  to 

Montague 
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Montague  at  Copenhagen ,  who  inftantly  refolved  to  re¬ 
turn  to  England .  His  Fellow- Ambafladors,  who  were 
hearty  Republicans,  had  by  this  Time  gained  tome 
Intelligence  of  his  Intercourfe  with  the  King,  and  there¬ 
fore  intended  to  have  feized  him  in  cafe  he  came  afhore r. 
He  was  wife  enough  to  put  it  out  of  their  Power,  and 
took  Care  alfo  to  run  no  Rifle  in  returning  without  Or¬ 
ders;  for  having  called  a  Council  of  War,  he  complained 
to  them  that  Provifions  grew  fhort,  and  that  it  would  be 
a  very  difficult  Thing  to  fupply  themfelves  in  that  Part 
of  the  World,  there  being  a  Dutch  Fleet  there  at  the 
fame  Time.  Upon  this,  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved 
to  fail  home  immediately,  and  this  Refolution  was  no 
fooner  taken,  than  the  Admiral  weighed  Anchor  and 
returned  to  England  u. 

On  his  Arrival  he  found  Things  in  quite  another  Si¬ 
tuation  than  he  expected.  Sir  George  Booth  had  been  de¬ 
feated  and  taken  Prifoner,  and  the  old  Parliament  was 
again  reftored ;  fo  that  Admiral  Montague ,  though  he  had 
forty  Sail  of  ftout  Ships  under  his  Command,  and  the 
Seamen  much  at  his  Devotion,  yet  thought  it  fafeft 
to  leave  the  Fleet,  and  to  come  up  freely  and  give  an 
Account  of  his  Conduct  to  the  Parliament ;  which  he 
did  in  September  1659,  and  was  afterwards  allowed  to 
retire  to  his  Houfe  in  the  Country  The  Command 
of  the  Fleet  was  then  entrufted  with  Admiral  Laivfon , 
who  continued  in  the  Channel  with  a  larger  Squadron 
of  Ships  than  ordinary,  till  General  Monk  came  out  of 
Scotland .  As  foon  as  the  Deligns  of  that  great  Man  be¬ 
gan 
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gan  to  ripen,  he  propofed  that  Montague  fhould  be  re¬ 
called,  and  reftored  to  the  Command  of  the  Navy; 
which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  fupreme  Power  in 
Maritime  Affairs  veiled  in  him  and  Monk  x.  Admiral 
Montague  went  inftantly  to  his  Command,  and  was  fur- 
prized  to  find  that  Lawfon  and  the  reft  of  the  Officers 
were  much  better  inclined  to  the  intended  Change  than 
he  expecled  ;  and  therefore  he  did  not  much  diflemble 
either  his  Inclinations  or  Intentions.  On  the  4th  of 
jipril  1660,  he  received  his  Majefty’s  Letter,  and  caufed 
it  to  be  read  publickly  in  the  Fleet;  immediately  after 
which,  without  waiting  for  the  Parliament’s  Orders,  he 
failed  for  Holland ,  and  fent  an  Officer  to  the  Hague  to 
inform  the  King  that  he  was  ready  to  receive  him  y* 
We  have  thus  without  entering  deep  into  Politics  run 
through  the  Naval  Tranfadlions  of  this  memorable  Pe¬ 
riod,  and  have  now  only  the  Lives  of  the  moft  eminent 
Seamen  who  flourifhed  therein  to  employ  our  Care. 
But,  previous  to  this,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve, 
that  it  was  wholly  owing  to  the  Unanimity  of  our 
Sailors,  and  their  want  of  Attention  to  Domeftic  Broils, 
that  we  obtained  fo  many  glorious  Victories  at  Sea,  and 
fpread  the  Terror  of  the  Englijk  Name  abroad,  when 
the  Englijh  Nation  at  home  was  on  the  Brink  of  Deftruc- 
tion  :  that  the  Parliament  followed  the  King’s  Steps 
exadtly,  in  claiming  the  Honour  of  the  Flag,  afferting 
the  Sovereignty  of  the  Seas,  and  looking  with  a  jealous 

Eye  on  the  Encroachments  of  the  Dutch  and  French  : 

.  ^ 

that  in  all  our  Naval  Expeditions  we  came  off  with 

Honour, 
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Honour,  and  moftly  with  Viftory;  whereas  in  conjunct 
Expeditions,  wherein  Land  were  joined  with  Sea-Forces, 
we  were  lefs  fortunate  :  that  our  Readinefs  in  pro¬ 
tecting  Trade,  and  Refolution  to  revenge  any  Infults  on 
our  Honour,  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  extending 
our  Commerce,  and  raifing  our  Reputation.  Laftly, 
that  thefe  Advantages  were  all  the  Nation  had  to  bal- 
lance  a  Multitude  of  Misfortunes,  our  Country  being 
harafled  and  deftroyed  by  contending  Parties,  our  In- 
duftry  difcouraged  by  fo  long  a  War,  and  molt  of  our 
Manufactures  ruined.  On  the  other  hand,  the  iniqui¬ 
tous  Oppreffions,  the  hypocritical  Diffimulation,  the 
fcandalous  Outrages  on  our  molt  excellent  Conftitu- 
tion,  were  fo  notorious,  that  we  mult  have  become  very 
defpicable  in  the  Eyes  of  our  Neighbours,  but  for  the 
Courage  and  ConduCt  of  our  Seamen  z.  Amongft 
whom  all  Parties  have  agreed  to  give  the  firlt  Rank  to 
One  who  brought  no  other  Qualities  than  good  Senfe, 
and  a  bold  Spirit,  when  he  affirmed  the  Command  of 
the  Englijh  Fleet,  and  yet  foon  became  the  ablelt  Sailor 
in  it,  and  as  fuch  claims  our  Regard. 

MEMOIRS  of  Admiral  BLAKE. 

HIS  Defcent  was  very  honourable,  the  Family  from 
which  he  fprung  having  been  long  fettled  at 
Plansfield ,  in  the  Parifh  of  Spaxton  in  Somerfetjhire a. 
Mr.  Humphry  Blake ,  his  Father,  was  a  Spani/h  Mer¬ 
chant,  and  having  acquired  a  confiderable  Fortune  for 

the 


z  See  the  Conclufion  of  Lord  Clarendon’s  Hiftory,  and  of 
Sir  Philip  Warwick’s  Memoirs-  a  Lives  Britifli  and  Fo¬ 
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the  Times  in  which  he  lived,  bought  a  fmall  Eftate  in 
the  Neighbourhood  of  Bridgwater,  where  he  had  been 
long  fettled.  He  had  feveral  Children,  of  whom  the 
eldeft,  Robert ,  is  he  whofe  Life  we  are  now  to  write. 
He  was  born  in  the  Month  of  Augujl  1598,  and  during 
his  Father’s  Life-time,  was  educated  at  a  Free-School  in 
Bridgwater  b.  He  afterwards  removed  to  Oxford,  where 
he  was  firft  a  Member  of  St.  Alban's-Hall,  and  next 
of  Wadham-College .  After  taking  a  Degree,  and  meet¬ 
ing  with  more  than  one  Difappointment  in  his  Endea¬ 
vours  to  obtain  Academical  Perferment,  he  left  the  Uni- 
verfity,  when  he  had  flaid  there  feven  Years c. 

During  his  Refidence  in  that  Seat  of  the  Mufes, 
he  fufficiently  difplayed  his  Temper,  which  in  Reality 
was  that  of  a  Humourift,  ufually  grave,  and  in  Appear¬ 
ance  morofe;  but  inclined  in  an  Evening,  and  with  par¬ 
ticular  Friends  to  be  very  chearful,  though  Hill  with  a 
Tindlure  of  Severity,  wThich  inclined  him  to  bear  hard 
on  the  Pride  of  Courtiers,  and  the  Power  of  Church¬ 
men;  which,  as  the  Noble  Hiftorian  well  obferves,  ren¬ 
dered  him  very  agreeable  to  the  Good-fellows  in  thoie 
Days  ;  though  whether  there  was  any  Ground  from  this 
Difpofition  of  his  to  conclude  him  a  Republican,  is,  I 
think,  not  eafy  to  be  determined  d.  This  is  certain, 
that  his  Reputation  for  Probity,  and  his  known  Averfion 
to  Perfecutiop,  engaged  the  Puritans  to  promote  his  E- 
ledtion  as  a  Bhrgefs  for  Bridgwater ,  in  the  Parliament 
which  fat  in  April  1640  *. 

That 
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That  Aflembly  was  diffolved  too  early  for  Mr. 
Blake  to  make  any  Difcovery  of  his  Talents  as  a  Sena¬ 
tor;  and  in  the  long  Parliament,  which  fatfoon  after,  he 
loll  his  Eleftion.  When  the  War  broke  out  between  the 
King  and  Parliament,  he  declared  for  the  latter,  and 
took  Arms  very  early  in  their  Service  ;  but  where,  and 
In  what  Quality,  is  not  very  clear.  However,  he  was 
very  foon  made  a  Captain  of  Dragoons,  in  which  Sta¬ 
tion  he  {hewed  himfelf  as  able  and  aftive  an  Officer  as 
any  in  the  Service,  and  as  fuch  was  made  ufe  of  upon 
all  Occafions,  where  either  Boldnefs  or  Dexteiity  were 

particularly  requifiteh 

In  1643,  we  find  him  at  Brijlol ,  under  the  Command 
of  Colonel  Fiennes ,  who  intrufted  him  with  a  little  Port 
on  the  Line,  in  which  he  fir  ft  gave  the  World  a  Proof 
of  his  Military  Virtues;  for  on  the  26th  of  July ,  when 
Prince  Rupert  attacked  that  important  Place,  and  the  Go¬ 
vernor  had  agreed  to  furrender  it  upon  Articles,  Mx.  Blake 
Hill  held  out  his  Fort,  and  killed  feveral  of  the  King’s 
Forces.  This  exafperated  Prince  Rupert  to  fuch  a  De¬ 
gree,  that  he  talked  of  hanging  him,  had.  not  iom^ 
Friends  interpofed,  and  excufed  him  on  account  of  his 
want  of  Experience  in  War,  and  at  their  Requeft,  though 
without  much  Difficulty,  he  was  at  laft  prevailed  on  to 

give  up  the  Fort  g. 

After  this  he  ferved  in  Sont  er Jet  jin  rey  under  the 
Command  of  pGpham ,  who  was  Governor  of  Lymey 
to  whofe  Regiment  Blake  was  Lieutenant-Colonel.  As 
he  was  much  beloved  in  his  Country,  and  as  the  greateft 

Part 
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Part  of  the  Regiment  were  Smerfetfbire  Men,  he  had 
fo  good  an  Intelligence  in  thofe  Parts,  that  he,  in  Con¬ 
junction  with  Sir  Robert  Pye,  furprized  Taunton  i or  the 
Parliament,  where  he  found  ten  Pieces  of  Cannon,  and 
a  great  deal  of  Ammunition.  In  1644,  was  confti- 
tuted  Governor  of  that  Place,  which  was  of  the  utmoft 
Importance,  being  the  only  Garrifon  the  Parliament 
had  in  the  Well.  The  Works  about  it  were  far  from 
being  ftrong.  He  had  no  very  numerous  Garrifon  3  yet 
by  keeping  a  ftridt  Difcipline,  and  treating  the  Townf- 
men  well,  he  made  a  Shift  to  keep  it,  though  no  great 
Care  was  taken  to  furnifli  him  with  Supplies,  and  not- 
withftanding  he  was  fometimes  befieged,  and  often  block¬ 
ed  up  by  the  King’s  Forces.  At  length  Goring  came 
before  the  Place  with  near  10,000  Men,  and  prefled 
Blake  fo  clofe,  that  he  carried  all  the  Outworks,  and 
and  actually  took  from  him  aPart  of  the  Town.  How¬ 
ever,  he  held  out  the  reft  of  it  and  the  Caftle  with 
wonderful  Obftinacy  till  Relief  came ;  for  which  extra¬ 
ordinary  Service  the  Parliament  gave  the  Garrifon  a 
Bounty  of  2000  L  and  Colonel  Blake  a  Prefent  of  500/. 
All  who  have  wrote  of  that  unhappy  War,  allow  this  to 
have  been  a  very  gallant  and  Soldier-like  Action  h. 

Colonel  Blake ,  in  April  1646,  marched  with  a 
Detachment  from  his  Garrifon  and  reduced  Dunjler - 
Cajile ,  a  Seat  belonging  to  the  ancient  Family  of  Lut- 
terely  the  Troops  polled  therein  having  given  great 
Difturbance  to  the  Country  ^  which  was  the  laft  mili¬ 
tary 
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tary  Atchievement  he  performed  during  this  War.  When 
the  Parliament  voted  that  no  further  Addrefles  fhould  be 
made  to  the  King,  Blake  ^  as  Governor  of  Taunton ,  was 
prevailed  upon  to  join  in  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  for  having  taking  this  Step  *.  I  fay 
prevailed  upon;  becaufe  this  could  never  have  been  a~ 
greeable  to  his  own  Sentiments,  if  what  the  Writer  of 
his  Life  tells  us  be  true,  that,  when  the  King  came  to 
be  tried,  Blake  difapproved  that  Meafure  as  unjuft  in 
itfelf,  and  illegal  in  its  Nature;  infomuch,  that  he  was 
frequently  heard  to  fay,  He  would  as  freely  venture  his 
Life  to  fave  the  King ,  as  ever  he  did  to  ferve  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  k.  This  Expreffion,  however,  we  muffc  attribute 
rather  to  the  Generality  of  his  Temper,  than  to  his 
Political  Principles ;  fince,  after  the  King  was  murdered* 
he  fell  in  roundly  with  the  Republican  Party,  and  next 
to  Cromwell  and  Ireton  he  was  the  ableft  and  moil  fuc- 
cefsful  Officer  they  had.  One  would  wonder  how  fo 
honeft  and  difinterefted  a  Perfon  could  take  a  Share  in 
fuch  Meafures  as  were  certainly  contrived  by  Men  of 
quite  another  Stamp:  but  it  feems,  he  fatisfied  himfelf,  in 
all  thefe  Changes,  with  the  Integrity  of  his  own  Pur- 
pofe  of  adhering  as  far  as  he  was  able  to  his  Country’s 
Intereft,  and  exerting  his  utmoft  Capacity  to  exalt  her 
Glory,  Thefe,  though  noble  Qualifications  of  them- 
fe Ives,  gave  Men  of  lefs  Honour  and  more  Cunning* 
an  Opportunity  of  ufing  his  great  Abilities  and  un¬ 
daunted  Courage,  for  the  furtherance  of  their  own  pri¬ 
vate  Views, 

Ir 
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■  It  is  not  eafy  to  guefs  what  induced  the  Parliament 
to  make  Choice  of  him,  who  had  always  ferved  as  a 
Horfe-Officer,  to  have  the  fupreme  Command  of  the 
Fleet.  All  our  Hiltorians  and  Memoir- Writers  are 
lent  as  to  their  Motive,  and  therefore,  I  hope  the  Reader 
will  excufe  me  if  I  hazard  a  Conjecture  on  this  Head. 
The  Parliament  had  lately  taken  upon  themfelves  the 
Rank,  though  not  the  Title,  of  States- General,  and, 
therefore,  might  be  inclined  to  make  ufe  of  Deputies 
for  the  Direction  both  of  Fleets  and  Armies,  who  were 
to  judge  in  great  Points,  and  to  be  obeyed  by  fuch  as 
were  fkilful  in  their  Profeffion,  either  as  Seamen  or  Sol¬ 
diers;  for  in,  their  Judgment  to  command  was  one 
Thing,  and  to  aCt  another.  His  firft  Service  was  in 
driving  Prince  Rupert’s  Fleet  from  the  Irijh  Coaft,  and 
then  following  him  into  the  Mediterranean .  This  gave 
his  Mailers  high  Satisfaction,  both  inRefpeCt  to  his  Ca¬ 
pacity,  and  to  his  Fidelity  in  their  Service,  which  they 
likewife  acknowledged  very  obligingly  b  His  ConduCt 
indeed  was  equal,  prudent,  and  fuccefsful ;  for  it  not  only 
put  an  End  to  that  kind  of  piratical  War  which  did  To 
much  Damage  to  Trade,  but  alfo  Itruck  fuch  a  Terror 
into  the  Spaniards  and  Portugneze, as  to  prevent  all  thofe 
Difputes  which  would  have  otherwife  naturally  happen¬ 
ed  on  the  Appearance  of  fo  new  a  Power  in  Europe  as 
the  Common-wealth  of  England . 

In  the  Month  of  February  1651,  Blake  in  his  Re- 
turn  homewards  took  a  French  Man  of  War  of  forty 
Guns;  in  RefpeCt  to  which  ACtion  there  happened  fome 
Circumltances  which  deferve  to  be  mentioned.  The 
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Admiral  commanded  the  Captain  on  board  hitn9  and 
aflced  him  if  he  was  willing  to  lay  down  his  Sword  ?  he 
anfwered,  he  was  not :  upon  which  Blake  generouily  bid 
him  return  to  his  Ship,  and  fight  it  out  as  long  as  he 
Was  able.  The  Captain  took  him  at  his  Word,  fought 
him  bravely  for  about  two  Hours,  and  then  fubmitting, 
went  again  on  board  Blake's  Ship,  firit  killed,  and  then 
piefented  his  Sword  to  the  Admiral  upon  his  Knees, 
This  Ship,  with  four  more,  the  Admiral  fent  into  Eng¬ 
land’,  and  not  long  after  arriving  at  Plymouth  with  his 
Squadron,  he  there  received  the  Thanks  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  for  his  Vigilance  and  Valour  in  his  Station,  and 
was  conftituted  one  of  the  Lord  Wardens  of  the  Cin¬ 
que-Ports,  as  an  additional  Mark  of  their  Confidence  and 

Favour  m. 


In  March  following,  Colonel  Blake ,  Colonel  Pop. 
haftiy  and  Colonel  Deane ,  or  any  two  of  them,  were 
appointed  by  Ad  of  Parliament  to  be  Admirals  and  Ge¬ 
nerals  of  the  Fleet  for  the  Year  enfuing,  in  which  he 
reduced  the  Hands  of  Sally,  Guernfey,  and  Jerfey,  to 
the  Obedience  of  the  Parliament ;  and,  as  a  new  Mark 
of  Honour,  he  was  on  the  25"'  of  November  eleded  one 
of  the  Council  of  State.  When  the  Neceffit y  of  a  Dutch 
War  became  apparent,  the  Parliament  gave  the  higheft 
Teftimony  of  their  Senfe  of  his  Merit,  and  Confidence 
In  his  Condud,  by  conftituting  him,  in  March  1652, 
foie  General  of  the  Fleet  for  nine  Months.  But 
though  I  mention  this  as  a  Proof  that  they  were  ap- 
prehenfive  of  the  War,  yet,  as  I  have  laid  elfewhere 

there  is  no  Appearance  of  their  judging  a  Rupture  to  be 
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fo  near  as  it  really  was ;  otherwife  they  would  certainly 
have  Tent  Blake  to  Sea  with  a  better  Fleet We  have 
already  given  a  diftinft  Account  of  the  firft  Battel  in  the 
Downs  on  the  19th  of  May  1652,  excepting  fome 
Circumftances  which  perfonally  relate  to  Blake,  and 
which  were  therefore  referved  for  this  Place.  When  he 
obferved  Van  Tramp  bore  nearer  his  Fleet  than  he  had 
any  Occafion  to  do,  he  faluted  him  with  two  Guns 
without  Ball,  to  put  him  in  Mind  of  ftriking  Sail;  upon 
which,  the  Dutchman  in  Contempt  fired  on  the  con¬ 
trary  Side.  Blake  fired  a  fecond  and  a  third  Gun,  which 
Van  Tramp  anfwered  with  a  Broad-fide ;  the  Englijh  Ad¬ 
miral  perceiving  his  Intention  to  fight,  fingled  out  him- 
felf  from  the  reft  of  the  Fleet  to  treat  with  Van  Tramp 
about  that  Point  of  Honour,  and  to  prevent  theEffufion 
of  Blood,  and  a  national  Quarrel:  When  Blake  ap¬ 
proached  nearer  to  Van  Tramp,  he  and  the  reft  of  his 
Fleet,  contrary  to  the  Law  of  Nations  (tne  ngt 
Admiral  coming  with  a  Defign  to  treat)  fired  on  Blake 
with  whole  Broad-fides.  The  Admiral  was  m  his  Ca¬ 
bin  drinking  with  fome  of  his  Officers,  little  expeamg 
to  be  fo  faluted,  when  the  Shot  broke  t  e  in  ows  o 
his  Ship,  and  fhattered  the  Stern,  which  put  him  into 
a  vein.  Mon,  curling  hi,  Whiita,  r „  h. 
ufed  to  do  when  he  was  angry,  he  commanded  his  Men 
to  anfwer  the  Dutch  in  their  kind,faying,  when  his  Heat 
was  fomewhat  over.  He  took  it  very  til  of  V an  Tramp, 
that  he  ft. mid  take  his  Ship  for  a  Bawdy-boufe  andoreak 
his  Windows.  Blake  fingly  fuftained  the  Shock .  of  t 
Dutch  Fleet  for  fome  Time,  till  his  own  Ships  M  - 


n  Clarendon’s  HiHory,  p- 634.  Heath’s  Chronicle,  P-  3 ‘4 

Vie  ds  Cromwell,  vol.  ii-  p«  254* 


Admiral  BLAKE.  a  i 1 

jof  Bourne  could  join  him;  and  then  the  Engagement 
grew  hot  and  bloody  on  the  Enemy's  Side,  till  Night 
put  an  End  to  it  °. 

After  this  Battel  Blake  lay  in  the  Downs  fof  aeon- 
fiderable  Time,  which  he  fpent  in  repairing  and  aug¬ 
menting  his  Fleet,  and  in  detaching  fmall  Squadrons  to 
cruize  upon  the  Enemy.  About  the  beginning  of  June, 
finding  he  had  Force  enough  to  undertake  any  Service, 
he  caufed  a  folemn  Fail  to  be  held  on  board  his  Ships, 
to  implore  the  Blefiing  of  God  on  their  Arms;  and  en¬ 
couraged  his  Seamen  by  the  Example  of  his  Zeal  on  this 
Occafion,  as  much  as  he  had  ever  done  by  his  perfonal 
Bravery  in  a  Time  of  Adtion  L  In  the  Space  of  this 
Month  he  fent  forty  rich  Prizes  into  the  River,  and  fo 
effe&ually  ruined  the  Dutch  Trade,  and  broke  the  Spi¬ 
rits  of  fuch  a&  were  appointed  to  fupport  it,  that  moft 
of  their  VefTels  declined  coming  through  the  Channel, 
even  under  Convoy ;  but  chofe  rather  to  put  into  French 
Ports,  land  their  Cargoes  there,  and  afterwards  tran- 
iport  them  to  Holland ,  by  Land  or  Water,  as  -  they 
could  In  the  beginning  of  Julyy  finding  Sir  George 
Ayfcue  returned  from  Barbadoes ,  and  a  Force  fufficient 
to  guard  the  Downs ,  he  refolved  to  fail  Northwards,  to 
execute  a  Defign  he  had  long  meditated  of  deftroying 
the  Herring-fifhing,  which  he  thought  would  have  put 
an  immediate  End  to  the  War,  by  convincing  the  Dutch 
of  the  Folly  of  difputing  our  Sovereignty  in  our  own 
Seas.  This  appears  to  have  been  the  moft  judicious 

^  2  Scheme 
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Scheme  laid  down  through  the  whole  War;  becaufe  it 
tended  to  clear  the  Ground  of  the  Quarrel}  and  to 
fhew  the  Dutch  the  Folly  of  difputing  with  a  Nation 
who  had  it  in  their  Power  to  diftrefs  them  at  any  Time 
in  the  tendered:  Part;  that  which  afforded  a  Subfiftance 
to  many,  and  was  the  main  Source  of  Wealth  to  all  - 
On  the  2d  of  July,  Blake  bore  away  to  the  North, 
and  quickly  fell  in  with  the  Dutch  Fifhing-Veflels, 
which  were  there  in  great  Numbers,  under  the  Protec¬ 
tion  of  twelve  Men  of  War.  Blake  attacked  their 
Convoy,  and  they,  knowing  the  Importance  of  their 
Charge,  and  having  taken  on  board  a  great  Supply  of 
frefh  Men  from  the  Veffels  under  their  Care,  fought 
bravely,  and  fold  their  Freedom  dearly ;  but  at  laft  were 
every  one  taken,  which  left  the  Fifhery  entirely  at  the 
Admiral’s  Mercy,  who  upon  this  Occafion  fhewed  the 
Redlitude  of  his  Heart,  and  the  Solidity  of  his  Under- 
Handing;  for  having  firft  threatened  thefe  BufTes  with 
utter  Deftruaion,  if  ever  they  were  found  there  again 
without  Leave,  he  afterwards  freely  permitted  them  to 
”  p,eat  their  Ladings,  on  their  paying  the  to*  He,- 
ring  which  was  what  King  Charles  demanded;  and 
where  this  was  refufed,  he  funk  or  drove  away  their 
Ships \  This  Service  is  far  from  being  properly  treat¬ 
ed  by  our  own  Writers;  but  the  Dutch,  who  felt  the 
Weight  of  the  Blow,  have  fet  it  in  a  true  Light.  They 
acknowledge  the  Fad,  as  I  have  Hated  it,  in  every  C.r- 
cumftance,  except  the  taking  the  whole  Convoy,  of 
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which  they  tell  us  one  Ship  efcaped,  and  affign  fo 
good  a  Reafon  for  it,  that  I  am  apt  to  think  the  Fad 
is  true.  The  Captain  fled,  fay  they,  as  foon  as  he 
heard  Blake  was  coming ;  but  an  ingenious  Author  ob- 
ferves,  that  Tramp's  not  following  Blake  Time  enough 
was  the  Ruin  of  their  Fifhery.  And  though,  continues 
he,  the  Herring-fifhing  may  appear  contemptible  to 
Strangers,  or  to  fuch  as  do  not  refledt  that  Commerce 
is  as  it  were  the  Soul  of  fome  States ;  yet  it  is  of  infi¬ 
nite  Confequence  in  Holland,  on  account  efpecially  of 
the  vaft  Number  of  Ships  employed  therein,  which  a- 
mount  to  more  than  3000  every  Year '.  Befides,  there 
are  an  incredible  Multitude  of  People  employed  in  feve- 
ral  forts  of  Work  relating  to  this  Iifhing$  inlomuch, 
that  Mr.  de  Wit,  who  computed  the  Inhabitants  of  Hol¬ 
land  at  two  Millions  and  a  half,  thought  that  near  half 
a  Million  acquired  a  Subfiftance  from  their  Filhery  u. 
If  therefore,  the  Parliament  had  purfued  Blake  s  Scheme, 
and  had  ftationed  a  flout  Squadron  on  the  Coaft  of 
Scotland,  they  muft  have  quickly  ended  this  W ar  on 
any  Terms  they  thought  fit  to  prefcribe. 

I  must  upon  this  Occafion  take  Notice  of  the  only 
Cenfure  I  have  met  with  on  our  Admiral’s  Con  dudt, 
as  I  find  it  reported  by  General  Ludlow,  who  fays, 
that  fome  thought  the  releafing  the  Herring- Bufles,  and 
fuffering  the  Seamen  to  return  fafely  into  Holland,  was 
not  to  be  juftified  ;  becaufe,  by  the  Help  of  thefe  Veflels, 
we  might  have  been  enabled  to  ereft  a  Fifhery,  and 
thereby  have  obtained  fome  Reparation  for  the  Damages 

/  P  3  *,  fuftained 
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fuftained  from  the  Dutch ,  and  by  detaining  their  Mari¬ 
ners  they  muft  have  been  exceedingly  weakened  and 
diftrefled  w.  There  is,  I  muft  own,  fomething  very 
plaufible  in  this  Objection;  and,  yet  when  it  is  through¬ 
ly  confidered,  I  believe  it  will  appear,  that  the  Admiral 
took  the  better  Courfe.  He  found  moft  of  thefe  Bufles 
near  Harbours,  into  which  they  would  have  undoubted¬ 
ly  run,  had  he  proceeded  to  Extremities.  The  Men 
on  board  thefe  Veflels  were  between  6  and  7000.  To 
have  deftroyed  fo  many,  would  have  been  an  Adi  of 
great  Cruelty,  and  to  have  taken  them,  confidering  he 
‘had  already  above  1000  Prifoners,  would  upon  the 
whole  have  proved  an  imprudent  Step ;  fo  that,  confider¬ 
ing  him  as  a  brave  Man,  an  Englijbman,  and  a  Chrif- 
tian,  one  cannot  well  avoid  commending  him  for  fo 
generous  a  Behaviour  towards  his  Enemies.  The 
Dutch  Writers  readily  acknowledge  his  Courtely  and 
Magnanimity  x,  which  I  doubt  not  was  approved  by 
the  Parliament,  who,  however  they  came  by  their 
Authority,  ufed  it  with  Honour  and  Moderation,  and 
thereby  fet  a  proper  Example  to  the  Officers  they  em¬ 
ployed. 

His  fubfequent  Condudl  during  the  Dutch  War,  has 
been  already  throughly  accounted  for;  and,  therefore, 
I  (hall  only  take  Notice  here  of  the  Method  our  Admi¬ 
ral  took  to  keep  the  Seamen’  eafy,  notwithftanding  all 
the  Changes  that  happened  in  the  Government.  He  told 
them  it  was  his,  and  their  Bufinefs  to  adt  faithfully  in 

their 
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their  refpeftive  Stations,  and  to  do  their  Duty  to  their 
Country,  whatever  Irregularities  there  might  be  in  the 
Councils  at  home  •,  and  would  often  fay  amongft  his  Of¬ 
ficers,  that  State- Affairs  were  not  their  Province,  but 
that  they  were  bound  to  keep  Foreigners  from  fooling 
us  y.  Thefe  Principles  rendered  him  agreeable  to  all 
Parties,  and  gained  him  fo  generally  the  Reputation  of  a 
Patriot,  that  when  Cromwell ,  in  his  new  Model  of  a 
Parliament,  left  the  populous  Town  of  Bridgwater  the, 
Choice  of  one  Reprefentative  only,  they  very  prudent¬ 
ly  fixed  on  their  Countryman  Mr.  Blake  z.  He  was  al- 
fo  very  acceptable  to  the  Protedlor,  though  he  was  far 
enough  from  being  his  Creature j  for  Cromwell  knew 
that  he  was  by  Principle  for  a  Common-wealth,  and, 
therefore,  efiofe  to  employ  him  abroad  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  knowing  that  his  Concern  for  the  Glory  of  Eng¬ 
land  would  influence  him  to  do  all,  and  even  more 
than  any  other  Man  could  be  excited  to  by  Views  of 
Jntereft  and  Ambition  a. 

When  he  failed  in  1654  into  the  Mediterranean ,  he 
came  in  the  Month  of  December  into  the  Road  of  Ca¬ 
diz,  where  he  was  received  with  great  Refpedl  and  Ci¬ 
vility  by  the  Spaniards ,  and  indeed  by  all  Nations  as 
well  as  the  Englijh,  who  were  then  in  Port.  A  Dutch 
Admiral  would  not  wear  his  Flag  while  the  Englijh  Ad¬ 
miral  was  in  the  Harbour  ;  one  of  the  Victuallers  at¬ 
tending  his  Fleet  being  feparated  from  the  reft,  fell  in 
with  the  French  Admiral  and  feven  Men  of  War,  near 
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the  Streights- Mouth.  The  Captain  of  the  Vi&ualling* 
Sloop  was  ordered  on  board  the  Admiral,  who  enquired 
of  him  where  Blake  was,  drank  his  Health  with  five 
Guns,  and  fo  wifhed  the  Captain  a  good  Voyage.  The 
Algerines  flood  in  fuch  Awe  of  him,  that  they  were 
wont  to  flop  the  Salley- Rovers,  and  in  cafe  they  had 
any  Englijb  Prifoners  on  board,  took  them  out,  and 
fent  them  to  Blake ,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  his  Favour  b. 
From  Cadiz  he  failed  to  Malaga ,  and  while  he  lay  in 
that  Road,  gave  fuch  a  Teftimony  of  Zeal  for  his 
Country’s  Honour,  as  was  fcarce  ever  equalled,  Some 
of  his  Seamen  going  alhore,  met  the  Hoft  as  it  was  car¬ 
rying  to  fome  lick  Perfon,  and  not  only  paid  no  Re- 
fpect  thereto,  but  laughed  at  thofe  who  did.  The  Prieft 
highly  refented  this,  and  put  the  People  upon  revenging 
the  Indignity;  upon  which,  they  fell  on  the  Sailors, 
and  beat  them  feverely.  When  they  returned  on  board 
they  complained  of  this  Ufage,  and  the  Admiral  inftant- 
ly  fent  a  Trumpet  to  the  Vice-Roy  to  demand  the  Prieft 
who  was  the  Author  of  this  Infult.  The  Vice-Roy 
anfwered,  that  he  had  no  Authority  over  Priefts;  and, 
therefore,  could  not  fend  him.  Upon  this,  Blake  fent 
a  fecond  MelTage,  that  he  would  not  enter  into  the 
Queftion,  Who  had  Power  to  fend  him ;  but  that,  if  he 
was  not  fent  within  three  Hours,  he  would  infallibly  bum 
the  T own  about  their  Ears.  The  Inhabitants,  to  fave 
themfelves,  obliged  the  Vice-Roy  to  fend  the  Prieft,  who, 
when  fie  came  on  board,  excufed  himfelf  to  the  Admi¬ 
ral  on  Account  of  the  bad  Behaviour  of  the  Sailors, 

Blake 

; _ _ 

^  . . •  "  -  :■  ■  w.' ,■  g*r  -r t, ,l ug--rr ■■ 

b  Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  366.  Vie  de  Cromwell,  vql.  ii.  p? 

Engliih  and  Foreign,  Vol.  ii.  p.  1x3,  1 14, 
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‘Blah  told  him  that,  if  he  had  complained  to  him,  he 
would  have  punifhed  them  feverely  ;  for  he  would  not 
fuffer  any  of  his  Men  to  affront  the  eftabMhed  Religion 

of  a  Place  where  he  touched  :  but  he  blafned  him  for 

felting  the  Spaniards  to  beat  them ;  adding',  that  he  would 
have  him  and  the  World  know,  that  none  but  an 
Englijhman  fliould  chaff ife  an  Englifiman c. 

W  e  have  already  mentioned  the  taking  Part  of  the 
Plate-Fleet  by  Captain  Stayner ,  an  Incident  of  fuch  Con- 
jequencc  to  Cromivell,  that  the  ingenious  Mr.  Waller 
Wrote  a  Poem  to  perfuade  him  to  lay  hold  of  this  Oppor¬ 
tunity,  and  the  People  were  pleafed  with  the  Sight  of 
fo  much  Spanijh  Bullion,  to  fet  the  Crown  upon  his 
Head d.  We  have  likewife  entered  info  a  Detail  of  the 

celebrated  Adtion  at  Santa  Cruz ,  and  have  {hewn  how 

>  .  -  ,  _ 

glorious  it  was  for  his  Country,  and  his  Profeflion,  no 
Seaman  having  ever  attempted  any  Thing  of  that  kind 
before.  'But  there  is  a  Circumftance  yet  behind,  which 
will  perhaps  redound  more  to  his  own  Glory,  than  even 
the  burning  of  the  Spanijh  Ships  in  fo  well*  fortified  a 
Port.  His  Brother  Capt.  Benjamin  Blake ,  for  whom 
he  had  a  very  tender  Affedlion,  was  guilty  of  fome  Mif- 
demeanour  in  the  Aftion,  for  which  he  was,  by  Sentence 
from  Blake 9  removed  from  his  Ship,  and  the  Command 
of  it  given  to  another  e.  This  was  fuch  an  Inftance  of 
Difcipline,  and  muft  have  had  fo  ftrong  an  EfFedt  on  the 
Minds  of  all  who  ferved  under  him,  that  we  need  not 
wonder  fuch  extraordinary  Things  were  performed  by 
Men  fo  itridtly  tied  to  their  Duty,  To  fay  the  Truth, 

ine 


c  gifhop  Burnet’s  Hifiory  of  his  own  Times,  vol,  i.  p.  8o, 

^  Waller  s  Poems,  p.  274.  *  Lives  Enghih  and  Foreign, 
V9h  U.  p.  Mi,  *  '  ,  B 
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Difcipline  is  the  Soul  of  Service.  Men  are  apt  to  meafui# 
the  Confequences  of  Things  by  the  Rewards  and  Puntfli- 
ments  which  attend  them  ;  and  if  Refolution  purchafes 
nothing,  or  Negledt  is  eafily  excufed,  an  Army  or  a  Fleet 
may,  by  the  Help  of  the  Taylor  and  Carpenter,  make 
a  fine  Shew,  but  will  prove  a  Terror  to  none  but  thofe 
who  pay  them.  An  Officer  like  Blake,  who  will  do 
Juftice  upon  his  Brother,  will  be  feared,  admired,  and 
beloved ;  his  Sailors  will  be  ready  to  undertake  any  thing 
at  his  Command,  and  his  Adts  of  Courage  will  fo  tranf- 
cend  what  happens  amongft  debauched  Pofterity,  that 
they  will  be  glad  to  ftile  that  Temerity,  which  in  its  day 
pafied  only  for  a  bold  Attempt. 

In  a  fhort  Time  after  the  Deftrudlion  of  the  Enemy’s 
Fleet  at  Teneriff,  we  find  Blake  cruizing  again  off  the 
Harbour  of  Cadiz  ;  where,  perceiving  his  Ships  where 
become  foul,  and  that  his  own  Health  and  Spirits  wore 
away,  he  refolved  to  fail  for  England f.  His  Diftemper 
was  a  Complication  of  Dropfy  and  Scurvy,  brought  up- 
jon  him  by  being  for  three  Years  together  at  Sea,  and 
wanting  all  that  Time  the  Conveniences  requifite  for  the 
Cure  of  his  Difeafe  g.  In  his  Paflage  Home  it  encreafed 
upon  him,  and  he  became  fo  fenfible  of  his  approaching 
End,  that  he  frequently  enquired  for  Land,  a  Mark  ot 
his  Affedtion  for  his  Native  Soil,  which,  however,  he 
did  not  live  to  fee,  dying,  as  his  Ship,  The  St.  George, 
entered  Plymouth  Sound ,  on  the  17th  of  Augujl,  1657, 
about  59  Years  of  Age.  His  Body  was  the  next  Day 
embalmed,  and  wrapped  in  Lead,  his  Bowels  taken  out, 

and 

r—ffil  1  Iiaramngrtti  III  wnwifiwi  ■  ■  i—ih— rntmamamm ■  !  i 

f  Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  401.  g  Mercurius  Politicos, 
No.  375,  Heath’s  Chronicle,  as  before,  Whitlock’s  Memorials. 
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and  buried  in  the  great  Church  at  Plymouth ,  and  his  Corps, 
by  Order  of  the  Proteftor,  conveyed  by  Water  to 
Greenwich- Houfe,  whence  he  refolved  to  have  it  carried 
to  Weft minjler- Abbey,  and  there  interred  with  the  utmoft 
Solemnity,  as  the  1  u ft  IVTark  of  Refpcft  that  couIq  be 
paid  to  the  noble  Spirit  which  once  animated  this  Lump 
of  Clay  h. 

O  n  the  fourth  of  September,  after  the  Corps  had  lain 
feveral  Days  in  State,  it  was  carried  from  Greenwich  in 
a  magnificent  Barge,  covered  with  Velvet,  adorned  with 
Efcutcheons,  and  Pendants,  accompanied  by  his  Brothers, 
Relations,  and  Servants  in  Mourning,  by  Oliver's  Privy- 
Council,  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty  and  Navy, 
the  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  London ,  the  Field- 
Officers  of  the  Army,  and  many  other  Perfons  of  Ho¬ 
nour  and  Quality,  in  a  great  Number  of  Barges  and 
Wherries,  covered  with  Mourning,  marfhalled  and  or¬ 
dered  by  the  Heralds  at  Arms,  who  directed  and  attend¬ 
ed  the  Solemnity.  Thus  they  palled  to  Wejlminjler - 
Bridge,  and,  at  their  Landing,  proceeded  in  the  fame 
Manner,  through  a  Guard  of  feveral  Regiments  of  Foot 
to  the  Abby,  his  dear  Friend  General  Lambert ,  though 
then  in  Difgrace  with  the  Prote&or,  attending  on  his 
Horfe.  The  Proceffion  over,  the  Body  was  interred  in 
a  Vault  built  on  purpofe  in  the  Chappel  of  Henry  VII. 1 

This  was  an  Honour  paid  to  his  Predeceffors  Deane 
and  Popham ,  by  the  Parliament;  and  the  Protestor  would 
not  be  behind  in  Civility  or  Magnificence,  where  it  coft 

fo 


h  Carrington’s  Life  of  Cromwell,  p.  247.  Heath’s  Chronicle, 
p.  402.  Lives  Englifh  and  Foreign,  p.  122,  123.  1  Heath’s 

Chronicle,  p.402.  Ludlow’s  Memoirs,  voh  ii.  p.  603.  Lives 
Englifh  and  Foreign,  p.  123. 
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fo  little,  and  had  a  vifible  Tendency  to  raife  the  Credit  of 
his  Adminiftration  fo  much.  But  great  Offence  has 
been  taken  at  the  removing  this  Body  after  the  Reftau- 
ration.  The  Writer  of  his  Life  is  particularly  angry  at 
this  difturbing  of  his  Bones k.  A  late  Reverend  Writer, 
to  make  the  Injury  ftill  greater,  tells  us,  that,  at  the 
Reftauration,  his  Body  was  taken  out  of  the  Grave,  and 
flung,  with  others,  into  a  common  Pit  '.  This  had  been 
a  great  Indignity  indeed ;  but  it  fo  happens,  that  the  FaCt 
is  not  true.  An  Order  was  fent,  fome  time  after  the  Re¬ 
ftauration,  directing  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Wejhnin- 
Jier  to  caufe  fuch  Bodies  as  had  been  interred  in  that 

Church  during  the  Troubles,  to  be  removed  ;  which  we 
may  the  lefs  wonder  at,  if  we  confider  that  Cromwell  s, 
Ireton’s,  Bradjbaw's,  and  Sir  William  Conjl able’s  Bodies 
were  all  interred  there.  The  Order,  therefore,  was  general, 
and  had  no  Sort  of  diftinCt  Reference  to  this  great  Ad¬ 
miral.  So  far  from  it,  that  it  appears  from  a  very  au¬ 
thentic  Memorandum,  that  on  the  12th  of  September , 
1661,  his  Corps  was  removed  from  the  Abbey,  and  buried 
in  the  Church-yard  :  neither  could  this  be  called  taking 
out  of  the  Grave,  fince  the  Coffin  flood  in  a  Vault 
Nay,  to  fhew  the  RefpeCt  the  Cavaliers,  or  Royalifts 
had  for  him,  we  need  only  mention  the  Characters  that 
have  been  given  him  ;  fince  they  come  all,  or  at  leaft 
the  far  greateft  Part  of  them,  from  Perfons  of  that 

Party.  1  .  . 

The  Earl  of  Clarendon  fays,  “  He  was  the  firft 

«  Man  that  declined  the  old  Track,  and  made  ltmam- 

“  felt. 


k  See  the  laft-cited  Book,  p.  123? 
pf  the  Puritans,  vol.  iv.-  p.  174*  ? 

and  Chronicle,  p.  536, 
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c«  fcft,  that  the  Science  might  be  attained  in  lefs  Time 
«  than  was  imagined  ;  and  defpifed  thofe  Rules  which 
«  had  been  long  in  Practice,  to  keep  his  Ship  and  Men 
“  out  of  Danger,  which  had  been  held  in  former  Times 
«  a  p0int  of  great  Ability  and  Circumfpeaion ;  as  if 
«  the  principal  Art  requifite  in  the  Captain  of  a  Ship 
«  had  been  to  be  fure  to  come  home  fafe  again.  He  was 
«  the  firft  Man  who  brought  the  Ships  to  contemn 
«  Caftles  on  Shore,  which  had  been  thought  ever  very 
“  formidable,  and  were  difcovered  by  him  to  make  a 
(i  Noife  only,  and  to  fright  thofe  who  could  be  rarely 
t(  hurt  by  them.  He  was  the  firft  that  infufed  that  Pro- 
ec  portion  of  Courage  into  the  Seamen,  by  making 
«  them  fee  by  Experience  what  mighty  Things  they 
«  Could  do,  if  they  were  refolved  ;  and  taught  them  to 
“  fight  in  Fire,  as  well  as  upon  Water  :  and  though  he 
«  Vjath  been  very  well  imitated  and  followed,  he  was  the 
„  tt  that  gave  the  Example  of  that  kind  of  Naval 
«  Courage,  and  bold  and  refolute  Atchievements 

Doctor  Bate ,  in  drawing  his  Character,  fays, tc  He 
tt  was  a  Man  deferving  Praife  even  from  an  Enemy.^ 

«  going  advanced  to  a  Command  at  Sea,  he  fubaued 
«  the  Scilly-Ijlands  near  Home,  and  having  attained  the 
«  office  and  Title  of  an  Admiral,  performed  Things 
«  worthy  of  immortal  Memory  abroad.  For  he  humbled 
«  tbe  Pride  of  France ,  reduced  Portugal  to  Reafon, 
«  broke  the  Naval  Force  of  Holland,  and  drove  them 
«e  to  the  Shelter  of  their  Ports,  fuppreffed  the  Rovers  of 

a  Barbary ,  and  twice  triumphed  over  Spain.  Alone 

blame- 

_ ,  u.ni.qi..  Uiim  mmmummm  ■  * 


•a  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  p.  68 1. 
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blameable  in  this,  that  he  complied  with  the  Parri- 
“  cides  °.”  Honeft  Anthony  Wood ,  who  obferves,  that  he 
was  admired  and  applauded  by  the  Royalifts,  in  his  blunt 
Manner,  celebrates  his  Praifes  thus.  “  He  was  a  Man 
“  wholIy  devoted  to  his  Country’s  Service,  refolute  In 
“  his  Undertakings,  and  moft  faithful  in  the  Perform- 
“  ance  of  them.  With  him.  Valour  feldom  miffed  its 
“  Reward,  nor  Cowardice  its  Punifhment  p.”  We  have 
a  fine  Pidure  of  him,  by  Rennet,  in  his  compleat  Hif- 
tory  of  England,  and  a  very  fair  one  by  E chard :  To 
thefe,  becaufe  the  Lines  were  never  printed  before,  I  will 
add  a  ihort  Encomium  in  Verfe. 

While  Portugal  Jhall  of  her  Indies  boajt. 

While  Naples  glories  in  her  beauteous  Coajl, 

While  Pirates  unto  Africk’s  Shore  refort. 

While  Tufcany’s  enrich'd  by  her  fair  Port , 

While  the  Dutch fijh ,  /^Spaniard  vaunts  his  Mines , 
To  ft  ealing  Conquefs  while  proud  France  inclines , 
While  Seas  f  ill  roar ,  zvhile  Ships  divide  their  Waves y 
While  Death 3  for  Fame ,  each  gallant  Sailor  braves , 
Thy  Praifejball  live :  And  future  Heroes  take , 

As  Cxfar’s  once ,  —  the  nobler  Name  of  BLAKE. 

As  for  the  Admirals  Deane ,  Pophamy  and  Rainjborough , 
we  have  very  few,  fcarce  any.  Memorials  left  of  them* 
As  to  the  firrt,  he  is  mentioned  by  Lord  Clarendon ,  as  a 
Perfon  raifed  by  his  own  Merit*  and  though  this  en¬ 
titled  him,  when  flain  in  the  Dutch  War,  to  a  pompous 

Funeral 


*  Elencjius  Motuum}  p.  323. 
Col,  204, 
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Funeral  in  Weftminjltr- Abbey,  yet  no  Care  was  taken  to 
preferve  to  Pofterity,  either  by  Tomb  or  Infcnption, 
the  Memory  of  thofe  military  Atchievements  by  which 
his  Reputation  was  acquired  Col.  Popbarn  was  raifed 
to  the  Command  of  the  Fleet,  rather  out  of  regard  to 
his  Fidelity  to  the  Parliament,  and  his  being  known  for 
a  gallant  and  well-accomplifhed  Gentleman,  than  for 
any  Skill  in  Sea-Affairs ;  and  as  to  Rainfborough ,  we  have 
already  fhewn  how  he  came  in,  and  went  out  of  the 
Fleet,  through  the  Prejudice  of  the  Sailors  againft  him, 
chiefly  on  Account  of  his  promoting  a  very  fevere  Dif- 
cipline.  After  this,  he  returned  to  his  Command  in  the 
Army,  where  he  made  a  confiderable  Figure,  chiefly 
by  the  favour  of  Cromwell ,  who  is  thought  to  have  had 
a  greater  Regard  for  him  than  for  any  other  Perfon;  and 
that  expofed  him  to  the  Fury  of  the  Royalifts,  who 
furprized  him  in  his  Quarters  at  Doncajler ,  to  which 
Place  he  came,  in  order  to  form  the  Siege  of  Pomfret- 
Caftle,  and  on  his  making  fome  Refiftance,  killed  him r. 

In  refpedt  to  other  famous  Seamen  within  this  Period, 
fuch  as  Monk ,  Montague ,  Lawfen ,  Ay  [cue,  Penn ,  and 
many  more,  to  whofe  Memory  a  juft  Tribute  of  Praife 
is  due,  they  fall  properly  under  the  next  Chapter :  for 
though  their  Merit  was  firft  made  known  in  thefe  Times 
of  Deftraftion  (as  Civil  Wars  generally  manifeft  great 
Spirits),  yet  their  nobleft  Exploits  were  afterwards  per¬ 
formed,  by  which  alfo  they  acquired  thofe  Titles  where¬ 
by  they  are  now  known  to  Pofterity.  Let  us  then  con¬ 
clude 


s  Clarendon’s  Hiftory,  p.  689  •  1  have  feen  a  Letter  written 
in  thofe  Times,  wherein  it  is  laid,  that  the  Parliament  had 
fettled  a  large  Allowance  on  this  Admiral  s  Wife  and  Children. 
1  Clarendon,  Whitlock,  Heath,  Kennec,  Rapin, 
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dude  this  Part  of  our  Subjedt  with  a  few  Remarks  on 
the  State  of  Trade  and  the  Plantations. 

The  Commerce  of  England  had  been  increafing  for 
many  Years,  when  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  and  there 
feems  to  be  good  Reafon  to  believe  that  it  continued  in 
a  flourifhing  Condition  during  the  Parliament’s  Admini- 
ftration:  but  then  it  certainly  declined,  in  fome  Mea- 
fure  from  foreign  and  unavoidable  Caufes  ;  and  in  fome 
Meafure  too,  from  the  Errors  of  the  fucceeding  Govern¬ 
ment.  In  regard  to  the  former,  we  muft  confider,  that 
the  Peace  of  Munfler ,  in  1648,  changed  the  Face  of 
Affairs  in  Europe  as  to  Trade,  and  altogether  to  our 
Difad  vantage.  Before  that  Time,  the  French  had  few 
or  no  Ships ;  and  though  it  be  true  that  our  Trade  with 
France  even  then  created  a  Balance  againft  us,  yet  we 
were  no  Lofers  by  it,  but  rather  Gainers  on  the  whole, 
becaufe  we  exported  to  Italy ,  and  elfewhere,  a  great  Part 
of  the  Goods  we  took  from  France .  Before  the  Treaty 
of  Munfter ,  we  had  the  whole  Spani/h  Trade  in  our 
Hands;  whereas  afterwards  the  Dutch  came  into  a  large 
Share  of  it  at  the  fame  Time  that  they  managed  the 
whole  Trade  of  the  French ,  till  by  Degrees,  rather  through 
the  Wifdom  of  the  French  Minift ry,  than  of  the  Nation, 
it  was  taken  out  of  their  Hands  aifo.  As  to  the  Errors 
of  the  Prote&or’s  Government,  in  refpedf  to  Trade,  they 
were  great  and  fatal,  though  perhaps  not  intended.  In 
the  firft  Place,  Taxes  were  much  higher  than  in  former 
Times.  He  impofed  60,000  Pound  per  Month  by  his 
own  Authority,  and  afterwards  he  procured  from  Par¬ 
liament  a  Grant  of  200,000  Pound  for  his  Civil  Lift. 
400,000  Pound  for  the  Expence  of  the  Navy,  and 
700,000  Pound  for  the  Army,  fo  that  the  whole  Re* 

venue 
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venue  came  to  one  Million  three  hundred  thoufand 
Pounds  per  Ann .  a  Sum  almoft  incredible,  compared  with 
the  modeft  Grants  of  former  Times*  l.  In  the  next 
Place,  thefe  Taxes  were  very  unequally  laid;  and  moft 
of  thofe  burthenfome  Methods  of  raifing  Money  were 
then  introduced,  which  have  lain  heavy  upon  us  ever 
iince  k.  I  fay  nothing  of  the  violent  Methods  taken  to 
raife  vaft  Sums  upon  particular  Occafions,  which  ren¬ 
dered  Property  very  precarious,  and  all  together  brought 
fuch  a  Difcouragement  upon  Induftry,  as  (hewed  itfelf 
in  the  Declenfion  of  the  Coinage  ;  in  the  leflening  the 
Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  London ;  in 
decreafing  our  Shipping,  and  in  many  other  Ways.  But 
the  greateft  of  his  Mistakes,  as  to  the  true  Intereft  of 
England ,  was  in  the  Affair  of  the  Spanljh  War;  for, 
though  the  State  might  be  a  Gainer  by  the  vaft  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Plate  taken  by  Blah  and  Montague ,  yet  the  Na¬ 
tion  loft  thereby ;  fince,  if  the  Peace  had  continued,  we 
mull  have  drawn  larger  Sums  from  Spain  in  Payment  for 
our  Manufactures ;  and  confequently,  that  mighty  Mafs  of 
Wealth  which  was  deftroyed  at  Santa  Cruz  was  a  very 
confiderable  Detriment  to  us  as  well  as  to  the  Spaniards : 
for  if  it  had  come  into  their  Hands,  we  muft  have  had 
a  large  Share  of  it;  whereas  it  was  buried  in  the  Sea,  and 
fo  the  whole  Amount  loft  to  the  Trading  Intereft  in 
Europe  for  ever.  Add  to  this,  that  in  the  End  the  Spa-  ' 

Vol,  II.  niards 

/ 

1  Happy  future  State  of  England,  p.  187.  This  Book  has 
no  Author’s  Name  in  the  Title,  but  the  Dedication  of  it 
to  the  Earl  of  Sunderland  is  fubfcribed  P.  P.  i.  e.  Peter  Pett. 
and  abundance  of  curious  Observations  are  to  be  found  there¬ 
in.  k  For  a  comprehenfive  View  of  thefe  Exa&ions,  the 
Reader  may  have  R.ecourfe  to  a  Calculation  prefixed  to  Heath's 
Chronicle,  wherein  it  is  fhewn  that,  in  five  Years  Time,  little 
left  than  £0,000,000  L  were  levied  upon  the  People. 
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niards  were  fo  reduced,  that  they  were  forced  to  hire 
Dutch  Ships  to  go  to  the  Indies ,  and  this  opened  a  new 
Scene  of  Trade  to  that  wife  and  induftrious  People, 
which  other  wife  had  never  fallen  into  their  Hands.  Part 
indeed  of  thefe  Lofles  were  concealed  from  the  Sight 
of  the  Nation,  by  the  Increafe  of  our  Plantation-Trade, 
of  which  I  fhall  give  a  very  fuccindl  Account. 

As  the  Severities  exercifed  by  the  Prelates  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles  I.  drove  Multitudes  to  New-England9 
fo  the  Diftradlions  of  fucceeding  Times  contributed 
greatly  to  the  Increafe  of  all  our  Colonies,  particularly 
Barbadoes  and  Virginia ,  which  Cromwell  for  his  own 
Eafe  encouraged,  and  the  Plantation  of  Jamaica  gave 
a  new  Face  to  Things  in  that  Part  of  the  World,  by 
opening  feveral  Branches  of  Commerce  unknown  to  us 
before;  this,  together  with  the  Navigation-Act,  pre- 
ferved  us,  as  I  have  faid,  from  feeling  all  the  Effefts 
which  otherwife  muft  have  followed  from  the  Miftakes 
in  Policy  before-mentioned,  and  which  in  Reality  have 
been  feverely  felt  fince.  Befides,  our  Plantation-T.  rade 
was  then  new,  and  no  other  State  interfered  in  the 
Commerce  carried  on  in  Europe  with  the  Commodities 
brought  from  thofe  Parts;  infomuch,  that  immenfe  Es¬ 
tates  were  made  in  a  fliort  Space  of  Time,  efpecially  in 
Barbadoes ,  where  feme  who  carried  over  only  a  few 
hundred  Pounds,  came  to  be  poflefled  of  feveral  thou^ 
land  Pounds  a  Year,  which  without  Queftion  encou¬ 
raged  Numbers  of  Adventurers,  and  enabled  the  En - 
glijh  to  extend  their  Trade  and  Colonies  in  that  Pait 
of  the  W orld  as  will  be  more  largely  fhewn  hereafter  h 

CHAP. 


*  The  Reader  may  receive  Satisfaction,  as  to  the  fads  above- 
mentioned,  by  confulting  The  Britiih  Empire  in  America,  or 
the  particular  1  iiiiories  of  our  Plantations. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

The  Naval  Hiftory  of  G  R  E  A  T-B  R  I  T  A I N, 
during  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  II.  from  the 
( Time  of  his  Rejioration :  containing  a  difiincl  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  feveral  Expeditions  agdinjl  the  Alge¬ 
rines;  the  two  Dutch  JVars,  and  other  Naval 
Tranfadhons ;  the  State  of  our  Foreign  Trade 
and  Plantations :  with  Memoirs  of  all  the  eminent 
Seamen  who  four  feed  in  his  Reign . 

HEN  the  Miferies  flowing  from  the 
Ruin  of  our  old  Conftitution  had  taught 
the  Nation,  that  the  fhorteil  Way  to 
Peace  and  Happinefs  was  to  build  up  a- 
gain  what  they  had  deftroyed;  the  Sea¬ 
men  fhewed  a  greater  Readinefs  than  any  other  fort  of 
Men  to  execute  this  falutary  Defign,  and  without  wait¬ 
ing  for  any  further  Orders  than  thofe  which  came  from 
their  Officers,  chearfully  carried  the  Fleet  over  to  the 
Dutch  Coaft;  where  after  giving  new  Names  to  the 
Ships,  they  received  his  Majeffy,  the  Duke  of  Tork^  and 
other  Perfons  of  principal  Quality  who  had  attended 
him  on  Board  the  23d  of  May  1660,  and  fafely  landed 
them  in  Kent a.  For  this  Service  Mr.  Montague  was 

Q.  2  created 


a  See  the  Clofe  of  the  Earl  of  Clarendon’s  Hiftory,  Heath’s 
Chronicle,  p,  45a.  Bat  the  belt  Account  is  in  the  Earl  of  Sand¬ 
wich’s  Journal,  a  M.  S.  in  the  Hands  of  the  Hon.  Edward 

Worthy  Montague,  Efqj  See  alfoSir  William  Lower’s  Account 
oi  this  fhort  Voyage, 
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created  Earl  of  Sandwich ,  had  a  Garter,  and  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Vice-Admiral  of  England ,  under  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York.  Sir  John  Lawfon ,  Sir  Ri¬ 
chard  Stayner,  and  other  Officers  received  the  Honour 
of  Knighthood,  and  the  King  was  pleafed  to  promife 
the  Seamen  in  general  a  particular  Share  in  his  Favour 
and  Efteem  b. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  Prince’s  Adminiftration,  he 
certainly  (hewed  a  great  Attention  to  the  public  Inte- 
reft,  and  as  he  had  good  natural  Abilities,  and  was  in¬ 
clined  to  look  into  Naval  Affairs,  fo  for  fome  Time  he 
kept  a  ftridt  Eye  on  whatever  related  to  the  Fleet,  of 
which  many  Inftances  occur  in  the  Memoirs  of  feveral 
of  its  principal  Officers.  In  September  1660,  the  Earl 
of  Sandwich  went  with  a  Squadron  of  nine  Men  of 
War  to  Helvoetjluys ,  to  bring  over 'the  King’s  Siller,  the 
Princefs  of  Orange ,  who  not  long  after  died  in  England. 
Upon  this  Occalion  he  received  great  Honours  in  Hol¬ 
land y  and  it  is  conceived,  that  the  Affedtion  which  the 
People  Hie  wed  for  the  young  Prince  of  Orange  (after¬ 
wards  King  William )  and  for  the  Englijh  on  his  Ac¬ 
count,  gave  fome  Jealoufy  to  the  States,  or  at  leaft  to 
iuch  as  had  the  principal  Direction  of  Affairs,  which 
was  increafed  by  a  Memorial  prefented  by  the  Princefs 
at  her  Departure;  recommending  her  Son  to  their  Care, 
and  defiring  they  would  now  declare  their  Intentions  of 
conferring  upon  him  the  Charges  and  Dignities  which 
his  Anceftors  had  enjoyed.  On  the  24th  of  the  fame 

Month  the  Fleet  returned,  and  his  Majefly  and  the 

Duke 


Kennet's  Compleat  Hiftory,  vol.  Hi.  p»  241.  Heaths 
Chronicle,  p.  451.  Sir  Philip  Warwick’s  Memoirs, 


Of  King  CHARLES  IT.  n9 

Duke  of  York  going  on  board  the  Admiral’s  Ship,  named 
The  Refolution ,  lay  there  that  Night,  and  reviewed  and 
examined  the  Squadron  next  Morning  c„ 

A  Treaty  of  Marriage  having  been  concluded  be¬ 
tween  his  Majefty  and  the  Infanta  of  Portugal ,  with 
whom  he  was  to  receive  a  Portion  of  300,000  /.  the 
Jiland  of  Bombay  in  the  Eaf -Indies ,  and  the  City  of 
! Tangier  in  Africa  ;  it  became  neceflary  to  fend  a  Fleet 
to  bring  over  the  Queen,  and  to  fecure  the  laft  men¬ 
tioned  City  againft  any  Attempt  from  the  Moors .  For 
this  Purpofe  the. Earl  of  Sandivich  was  again  fent  with 
a  numerous  Fleet,  which  failed  on  the  19th  of  June 
1661  from  the  Downs ,  after  having  been  firft  vifited  by 
the  Duke  of  York  d.  His  Lordfhip  failed  firft  to  Lifion 3 
and  from  thence  to  Tangier ,  which  Place  was  put  into 
the  Hands  of  the  Englijh  on  the  30th  of  January  1662, 
when  the  Earl  of  Peterborough  marched  into  it  with  an 
Englijh  Garrifon,  and  had  the  Keys  delivered  to  him  by 
the  Portugueze  Governor e.  The  Admiral  then  returned 
to  Lijbon ,  where  he  received  the  Queen’s  Portion, 
confining  in  Money,  in  Jewels,  Sugars,  and  other 
Commodities,  and  in1  Bills  of  Exchange,  and  then 
failed  with  her  Majefty  for  England ,  and  arrived  at 
Spithead  the  14th  of  May  1662  f. 

There  was  certainly  no  Occafion  for  fo  large  a 
Fleet  merely  to  bring  over  the  Queen;  but  as  it  afford¬ 
ing  a  fair  Pretence  for  fending  fuch  a  Force  into  the 

Q.  3  Medi- 


c  Earl  of  Sandwich’s  Journal,  Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  470, 
Kennet’s  Chronicle.  d  Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  <co,  Lord 

Sandwich’s  Journal.  e  Kennet’s  Chronicle,  p.  61 7.  f  Lord 

Sandwich’s  journal,  Heath’s  Chronicle,  Kenneth  Con) pleat  Hi* 
ftory. 

-f  '* 
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Mediterranean*  this  Opportunity  was  taken  to  execute 
Things  of  greater  Moment.  The  Algerines ,  and  other 
pyratical  States  of  Barbary ,  taking  Advantage  of  our 
Confuiions,  had  broke  the  Peace  they  made  with  Blake , 
and  began  to  take  Englijh  Ships,  with  as  little  Ceremo¬ 
ny  as  they  did  the  Dutch  and  French .  To  remedy 
this,  the  Earl  of  Sandwich*  with  his  Fleet,  came 
before  Algiers  the  29th  of  July  1661,  and  fent  Captain 
Spragge  with  the  King’s  Letter  to  the  Governor,  and  a 
Letter  of  his  own,  with  Orders  alfo  to  bring  off  Mr. 
Brown  the  Conful;  which  was  accordingly  done.  That 
Evening;  a  Council  of  War  was  held,  and  the  next 
Morning  certain  Proportions  were  made  to  the  Gover¬ 
nor  by  Captain  Spragge  and  Conful  Brown .  About 

eleven  o’Clock  thefe  Gentlemen  returned  on  board  the 
Admiral,  with  an  Anfwer,  that  the  Government  of 
Algiers  would  confent  to  no  Peace  whereby  they  were 
deprived  of  their  Right  of  fearching  our  Ships,  (itfeerns 
the  fame  Humour  is  now  blown  over  to  the  other 
Coaft).  In  the  mean  Time,  to  fhew  they  were  in  ear¬ 
ned:,  they  wrought  very  hard  at  a  Boom,  which  with 
much  ado  they  brought  over  from  £he  Mole-Head  to 
the  oppofite  Corner  of  their  Port  5  that  by  the  Help  of 
this,  and  many  other  new  Works  which  they  had 
raifed,  they  might  be  able  to  defend  themfelves  from 
any  Attempts  that  could  be  made  by  Sea.  The  Earl 
of  Sandwich ,  however,  refolved  to  make  an  Attempt 
to  burn  the  Ships  in  the  Harbour;  but  the  Wind  pre¬ 
vented  him  :  fo  that  after  a  good  deal  of  Firing  on  both 
Sides,  wherein  more  Hurt  was  done  to  the  City  than 
the  Ships,  the  Admiral  thought  fit  to  fail  for  Lift) on  * 

Qn 

s  Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  500.  Bat  xrioft  of  the  Fa&s  above- 
fnentionecj  are  taken  from  the  Earl  of  Sandwich’s  Journal* 
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on  the  firft  of  Augujl,  leaving  Sir  John  Lawfon  with  a 
ftroog  Squadron  to  protect  the  Englijb  Trade,  and  har- 
rafs  the  Enemy ;  which  he  performed  with  fuch  Suc- 
cefs,  that  after  taking  many  of  their  Ships,  he  by  De¬ 
grees  forced  all  thefe  pyratical  States  to  conclude  a  Peace 
with  Great  Britain ,  without  any  Refervation  as  to  their 
favourite  Article  of  fearching  our  Ships ;  though  it  mull 
be  confefled,  that  the  Algerines,  retaining  Hill  a  ftrong  O- 
pinion  of  the  Strength  of  their  Fortifications,  did  not  keep 
it  long,  but  returned  to  their  old  Practices ;  which  obliged 
the  Government  here  to  fend  frefh  Orders  to  Sir  John 
Lawfon  to  employ  Force  in  bringing  them  to  Reafon  h. 

We  are  now  to  enter  upon  a  more  ferious  Affair  than 
any  that  had  claimed  the  Care  the  Englijh  Court.  On 
his  firft  Return  to  the  Throne  of  his  Anceftors,  King 
Charles  and  his  Minifters  had  certainly  {hewn  a  great 
Concern  for  the  true  Intereft  of  the  Nation,  as  will  ap¬ 
pear  to  any  attentive  Reader  of  our  Hiftory,  who  ob¬ 
serves  the  Advantages  we  gained  by  the  Treaties  of  Com¬ 
merce  which  he  concluded  with  Spain  and  Holland,.  By 
the  former  he  fecured  the  Polfeffion  of  Jamaica,  though 
it  had  been  acquired  by  Cromwell,  and  thereby  ob¬ 
tained  fome  fort  of  Satisfaction  for  the  Injury  intended 
him  a  little  before  his  Reftauration,  when  it  is  certain 
that  the  Spaniards  would  have  fecured  his  Perfon,  if  he 
he  had  not  prevented  them  by  an  unexpected  Retreat 
to  Breda.  He  alfo  reftored  to  the  Nation  the  Advan¬ 
tages  they  drew  from  the  Spanijh  Trade ;  and  the  Affec¬ 
tion  of  this  People  to  the  Englijh  preferable  to  any  other 
Nation  appeared  in  this,  that  they  immediately  fell  out 

Q_  4  with 


*  Rennet's  Coraple&t  Hiftory,  Eurchet,  l.ediatd,  &c,. 
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with  the  Dutch ,  and  even  forbad  their  Ships  of  War  to 
enter  their  Ports,  as  the  Dutch  Writers  themfelves  tell 
us  The  Treaty  with  Holland  carried  Things  alfo  to 
a  great  Height ;  for  they  not  only  fecured  the  Refpedt 
due  to  the  Flag,  but  likewife  procured  fome  other  Con- 
ceflions  very  honourable  for  the  Nation,  and  the  Ifland 
of  Poleron  for  the  Eaji-India  Company.  His  Majefty 
had  aao  an  Intention  to  have  fecured  the  Fifhery  on 
the  Britijh  Coaft  to  his  own  Subjects:  but  before  that 
could  be  effeftually  done  the  War  broke  out;  for  the 
true. Grounds  of  which  it  is  not  eafy  to  account,  and 
yet  without  accounting  for  them,  Books  of  this  Na¬ 
ture  can  be  but  of  little  Value  k. 

®  t 

The  Dutch  began  early  to  conceive  Prejudices againft 
the  King  s  Government,  and  in  Reality  to  apprehend 
our  becoming  their  Superiors  in  Trade,  in  which  we 
were  every  Day  increafing.  Thefe  Sentimentsengaged 
them,  and  efpecially  their  Eaft  and  IVeJl-lndia  Com- 

A 

panies,  which-  then  carried  on  the  greateft  Part  of  their 
Commerce,  to  take  various  Steps  in  thofe  Parts  of  the 
World  where  their  Power  prevailed,  to  the  Prejudice 
of  the  j Englijh  Trade.  The  Eoft-India  Company  par¬ 
ticularly  delayed  fettling  the  Damages  the  Englijh  were 
to  receive;  refufed  to  deliver  up  the  IHand  before-men¬ 
tioned,  and  pretended  to  preferibe  the  Places  where,  and 
the  Terms  on  which  the  Englifi. b  fhould  trade  in  the 
Indies 9  The  other  Company  trod  exactly  in  their  Steps, 

'  and 


3  See  Kenneths  Compleat  Hiltory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  E- 
chard,  Wei  wood  5  but  efpecially,  the  Treaty  itfelf  in  the  CoL 
leflion  before  mentioned.  k  See  Rennet,  Wei  wood,  Ec- 
chard,^  Rapin  ;  but  efpecially  the  Treaty.  See  Sir  George 
Downing’s  Memorial,  and  Lord  Arlington's  Letters. 
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and  proceeded  Ibfar  as  to  get  Cape  Corfe-  Caftle  into 
their  Hands,  which  belonged  to  the  Englijh  Com- 

pany l. 

The  Duke  of  York,  who  was  Governor  of  the 
African  Company,  being  informed  of  this,  fent  Sir 
Robert  Holmes ,  with  four  Frigates,  to  the  Coafl:  of 
Guinea ,  in  order  to  make  Reprifals.  Fhis  was  in  1661  j 
and  Sir  Robert ,  in  Confequence  of  this  Commiffion,  fum- 
moned  the  Dutch  to  furrender  Cape  Verd ,  to  the  Com¬ 
pany,  within  a  limited  Time  $  yet  offered  tnem  the 
Liberty  to  continue  their  Trade  there  as  before*,  He 
then  proceeded  to  a  fmall  Fort,  pofefled  by  the  Dutch y 
who,  firing  their  Cannon  to  prevent  the  Landing  of  the 
Englijh, ,  were  obliged  to  furrender,  and  the  Fort  received 
the  Name  of  James-Fort ,  in  Honour  of  the  Duke. 
From  thence,  failing  to  the  River  Gambia ,  he  diflodged 
the  Hollanders ,  and  built  a  new  Fort.  j 

The  Hollanders  ftili  refufing  to  deliver  Cape  Corfe9 
Sir  Robert  was  fent  a  fecond  Time,  Anno  1663,  with  a 
fmall  Squadron  to  take  it  by  Force.  But  fearching  a 
Dutch  Ship  by  the  Way,  he  found  Orders  (as  King 
Charles  informs  the  States  in  his  Letter,  October  4,  1666) 
from  the  Dutch  TVeJl-India  Company  to  their  Governor? 
General  Valkenburg ,  to  feize  the  Eng Hfo  Fort  Cor  man  tin; 
which  Difcovery  difpofed  him  to  go  beyond  his  Com- 
million. 

In  the  latter  End  of  the  Month  of  January ,  1664, 
Sir  Robert  Holmes  arrived  with  his  Squadron  at  Cape 
Verd.  This  Cape  is  part  of  the  main  Land  of  Africa^ 

and 


1  Columna  Roftrata,  p.  152.  See  King  Charles  II.  Letter 
to  the  States  General,  on  the  Caufes  of  this  War,  and  Bafnage 
Annales  de  Provinces  Unies5  Vol.  i.  p.  682 ,  683,, 
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and  lies  on  the  Weft  Side  of  the  Kingdom  of 
and  to  the  N.  IV.  of  the  River  Gambia ,  in  the  15th 
Degree  of  iV.  L.  About  a  Cannon-Shot  from  thence, 
lies  the  Ifland  Goeree,  whereon  were  two  Forts.  The 
lower  Fort  was  furnifhed  with  about  twenty  Pieces  of 
Cannon,  ana  the  upper  with  eight :  The  former  was  call¬ 
ed  Fort -NaJJkii)  the  later  Fort  -Orange.  Sir  Robert  flrft 
fummoned  thefe  two  Forts  of  the  Ifland  Goeree  $  which, 
flnce  the  Governor  re'fufed  to  furrender,  he  attacked, 
and  took  the  next  Day,  together  with  a  Ship  called.  The 
Crocodile ,  lying  under  their  Protedion  ;  after  having,  the 
Evening  before,  taken  two  other  Dutch  Ships,  called. 
The  Vifch-korf  ‘  and  The  Vifcher.  In  the  Forts,  he  found 
a  great  Quantity  of  Goods  ready  to  be  fhipped  off  for 
Holland ,  and  among  the  reft,  twenty  thoufand  Hides. 
Thefe  he  loaded  on  his  own  and  the  Dutch  Ships,  and 
Iran  fpor  ted  them  to  Sierra  Li  on  a  m. 

He  next  proceeded  to  attack  St.  George  del  Minay 
the  Chief  of  all  the  Dutch  Forts  5  but  though  himfelf 
and  his  Seamen  aded  with  great  Bravery,  yet  the  De- 
(  flgn  mifcarried,  and  he  was  obliged  to  fheer  off  with 
fome  Lofs.  To  repair  this  Misfortune,  he  refolved  to 
attack  Cape  Corfe  Caftle,  which,  though  it  was  fo  ftrong 
by  Situation,  that  100  Men  might  have  kept  it  againft: 
1000 ;  yet  he  foon  took  it,  and  fome  other  Places ;  after 
which,  he  failed  from  the  Coaft  of  Guinea  to  North 
America ,  where  he  reduced  a  Dutch  Settlement,  called, 
Nezv-Netherland ,  in  the  Month  of  Augujl ,  1664,  chang¬ 
ing  the  Name  into  that  of  New-York ,  in  Honour  of  the 

Duke, 


m  Columna  Roflrata,  p.  153.  Account  of  Captain  Holmes’s 
Proceedings  on  the  Con  if  of  Africa.  Heath’s  Chronicle  conti¬ 
nued  by  Philips,  p*  ^3^. 
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Duke.  Yet  this  was  not  done  merely  by  way  of  Re- 
prifal,  but  partly  by  Virtue  of  a  Claim  of  Right.  For 
New-Netherland  being  firft  diicovered  by  the  Englijh , 
under  the  Condudl  of  Sebajlian  Cabot  (who  took  Pof- 
*effion  of  all  that  Northern  Coaftin  the  Name  of  King 
Henry  VII.  of  England)  had  been  always  deemed  a  Part 
of  the  Englijh  American  Dominions,  ’till  the  Year  1637, 
when  it  was  firft  feized  and  planted  by  the  Dutch  \ 
These  Proceedings  were  hitherto  of  a  private  Na¬ 
ture.  The  Injuries  done  to  the  Englijh  were  done  by  the 
Dutch  JVeft-lndia  Company  3  the  Reprizals  made  by 
the  Englijh ,  were  under  the  Charter  of  the  Afr  ican 
Company ;  the  Crown  had  neither  fitted  out  Sir  Robert* 

•  Holmes,  or  given  him  any  Commiflion  °.  But  when  the 
News  of  what  he  had  done  reached  Holland,  the  de  Wit 
FadlUi,  who  then  carried  all  before  them,  refolved  in- 
ftantly  to  fall  upon  the  Englijh  in  thofe  Parts,  with  a 
great  Fleet,  and  this  without  any  Declaration  of  War, 
or  even  Intimation  of  their  Defign  to  repair  themfelves 
in  Damages  for  what  Holmes  had  taken  from  them.  The 
Difficulty  lay,  in  getting  a  Fleet  fafely  into  thofe  Seas, 
before  the  Defign  could  be  known  in  England ,  and  the 
projedt  formed  by  them,  as  it  was  very  fubtile  and  frau¬ 
dulent,  fo  it  was  executed  with  equal  Cunning  and  Suc- 
cefs.  Admiral  de  Ruyter ,  was  at  that  Time  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean  , 


n  Britifh  Empire  in  America*  vol.  i.  p.  237.  0  far  from 

that  the  King  confined  Holmes  when  he  returned,  and  did 
not  difcharge  him  ’till  he  made  it  evidently  appear,  that  he 
had  not  infringed  the  Eaw  of  Nations.  Philips’s  Continuation 
of  Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  533.  Nay  M.  de  Neuville  fays  ex* 
prefsly,  that  the  King  made  this  War  that  he  might  accommo¬ 
date  himfeif  to  the  Difppfition  of  his  Parliautefrt^aud  People, 
piifeire  de  Holland,  vpl,  iii.  p.  z^z. 
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ten  anean ,  where  he  had  Orders  either  to  make  a  Peace 
with,  or  to  defend  their  Merchants  from  the  Infults  of, 
the  Pyratical  States ;  to  which  End,  as  we  before  obferv- 
ed.  Sir  John  Lawfrn  was  alfo  there  with  a  Squadron  of 
Englijh  Ships,  and  the  States  requeued  of  King  Charles , 
that  thefe  Admirals  might  aft  in  Conjunction.  Yet  now’ 
it  was  thought  convenient  to  remove  Ruyter  from 
tnence,  and  to  fend  him  to  commit  Hoftilities  on  the 
Coaft  of  Guinea,  and  in  the  Wejl-Indies.  To  this,  he 
was  well  enough  inclined,  from  a  Difference  that  had 
happened  between  him  and  Sir  John  Lawfon,  about  the 
Salute  at  Sea,  which  the  Dutch  Admiral  paid,  and  Sir 
John  refufed  to  return,  aliedging  that  his  Orders  did  not 
allow  him  to  ftrike  to  the  Subjects  of  any  King  or  State 
whatever.  In  other  Refpeds,  he  affifted  the  Dutch  as 
much  as  was  in  his  Power. 

The  Majority  of  the  States  were  not  for  a  War  with 
England,  and  confequently  fuch  Orders  as  the  Minifters 
wanted,  to  authorize  de  Ruyter,  were  not  to  be  had  in  a 
fair  and  open  Way  ;  yet,  rather  than  not  have  them, 
the  Louvejlein  Faflion  refolved  to  facrifice  their  Con- 

Hitution.  De  Ruyter  had  fent  home  an  Account  of  his 
Proceedings  againft  the  Pyrates :  they  got  this  Report  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  Committee  of  Seven  ;  and  this  Committee 
drew  up  an  Order,  directing  the  Admiral  to  fail  to  the 
Coaft  of  Guinea ,  there  to  make  Reprifals  upon  the 
Englijh.  But,  as  this  Order  mull  be  read  to  and  apprcv- 
eQ  hY  the  States,  the  MiniHers  took  Care  to  draw  it  up 
in  loofe  and  equivocal  Terms,  procuring  alfo  the  Secre¬ 
tary  to  read  it  in  fuch  a  Hurry,  as  rendered  it  altogether 
unintelligible :  then  they  thrull  it  among  fome  Orders 
of  Courfe,  and  engaging  fuch  as  they  thought  would 

be 
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be  againft  it,  in  private  Converfation,  it  was  read  with¬ 
out  being  attended  to.  Laftly,  it  was  brought  with 
a  Bundle  of  Papers  of  Form,  to  be  iigned  by  the  Pre¬ 
sent  for  the  Week,  who,  as  ufual,  fet  his  Hand  with- 
cut  reading.  This  is  a  true  State  of  the  Fad,  as  report¬ 
ed  by  the  Dutch  Hiftorians  p. 

When  de  Ruyter  received  this  Order,  he  did  not 
communicate  it  to  his  Officers ;  but  having  firft  got  fuch 
a  Supply  of  Provifions  as  he  thought  might  be  necefiary, 
he  then  pretended  to  have  Information  of  certain  Py- 
rates  cruifing  near  the  Canaries ,  and  under  Colour  of 
giving  Chafe  to  thefe,  he  fo  far  executed  his  Commiflion, 
as  to  oblige  the  Governors  for  the  African  Company* 
either  to  furrender,  or  demolifh  feveral  of  thole  Forts. 
He  likewife  feized  a  great  Quantity  of  Goods  belong¬ 
ing  to  that  Company.  After  which  he  made  himfelf 
Mailer  of  Fort  Cormantin ,  a  Place  which  had  always 
been  in  the  Pofleffion  of  the  Englijh .  But  Cape  Corfe? 
and  Chama  (two  of  the  Places  taken  by  Sir  Robert  Holmes) 
remained  unreduced.  From  the  Coalt  of  Guinea ,  de 
Ruyter  failed  to  Barbadoes ,  where  he  attacked  a  con- 
fiderable  Fleet  of  Merchant-Ships,  lying  under  Protection 
of  the  Forts,  but  was  repulfed  with  great  Lofs.  Then 
palling  over  to  Montferat ,  Nevis ,  and  Newfoundland ,  he 
took  above  twenty  Sail  of  Englijh  Ships,  and  fo  return¬ 
ed  to  Holland  a. 

These  Adions  on  both  Sides  ferved  toexafperate  the 
two  Nations,  and  to  halten  the  Preparations  for  War  ; 
which  was  proclaimed  by  the  Dutch  in  January ,  and 

'  '  by 
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by  the  Englijb  in  February ,  1665.  But  before  it  came 
to  that,  the  Heer  Van  Gocb  was  fent  by  the  States  to 
importune  the  King  with  Memorials  and  Complaints, 
To  which  the  King’s  Anfwer  was,  that  he  had  received 
no  particular  Information  of  the  Affair  of  Guinea  ;  and 
that  the  two  Companies  muft  decide  the  Difpute.  Thefe 
Complaints  of  the  Ambafladors  being  likewife  retaliated 
by  the  Englijb  Merchants,  whofe  inceflant  Reprefenta- 
tions  of  their  Wrongs  obliged  the  King  to  repeat  his 
Demands  of  Satisfaction,  as  the  conftant  Refufal  of  the 
Satisfaction  demanded,  was  the  Caufe  of  the  open  Rup- 
tijre r. 

Several  Writers  who  have  cenfured  King  Charles's 
Government,  would  have  us  believe,  that  this  War  wras 
of  his  Majefty’s  procuring:  whereas  nothing  can  be 
more  certain  than  that  he  was  engaged  in  it  by  Advice 
of  Parliament,  and  the  Clamours  of  the  People.  The 
Houle  of  Commons  told  him  in  one  of  their  Reprefen- 
tations,  that  the  Dutch  had  injured  his  Subjects  to  the 
Amount  of  800,000  Pounds.  The  King  promifed  to  take 
Care  of  the  Merchants,  and  of  the  Nation ;  and  when 
he  found  a  War  neceflary,  and  delired  the  City  of  Lon~ 
aon  to  lend  him  ico,ooo  Pounds,  they  did  it  very  readily, 
and  even  repeated  the  Favour  as  readily,  when  the  King 
condefcended  to  fhew  them  that  the  flrft  Loan  was  not 
sufficient  to  fit  out  the  rleet,  Thefe  are  demonltrative 
Proofs,  that  this  was  not  a  Court-War,  but  a  Popular 
one.  Yet  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  it  was  chiefly  brought 
about  by  the  Artifices  ot  France ,  the  Emiflaries  of  that 
Crown  initigating  the  Dutch  to  do  all  they  did,  and  at 
the  fame  Time,  omitting  no  Opportunity  of  inflaming 

us 
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us  againft  them.  Their  Defign  was  plainly  to  engage 
the  Maritime  Powers  in  a  cruel  War,  that  they  might 
weaken  and  wafte  each  others  Strength,  and  fo  be  lets 
able  to  oppofe  the  Defigns  of  the  French  Minidry  ;  one 
of  which  was,  to  render  France  a  Maritime  Power  *. 

The  fird  Adlion  of  Confequence  that  happened  after 
the  War  broke  out,  was  the  attacking  a  Dutch  Fleet 
richly  laden  from  Smyrna  near  Cadiz .  It  confided  of 
forty  Merchant-Ships,  fome  of  them  very  large,  and 
well-provided  with  Ordnance,  and  their  Convoy  was 
four  third-Rate  Men  of  War.  Sir  Thomas  Allen ,  who 
commanded  the  Englijh  Squadron,  had  with  him  about 
nine  Ships  (his  own  Narrative  fays  but  eight).  With  thefe 
he  attacked  the  Enemy  fo  fuccefsfully,  that  having  killed 
their  Commodore  Bracket,  and  taken  or  funk  four  of 
their  richeft  Ships,  he  drove  the  red  into  the  Bay  of 
Cadiz ,  where  for  fome  Time  he  blocked  them  up.  A 
Misfortune  of  the  fame  Kind  befel  the  Dutch  Bourdeaux 

j 

Fleet,  of  which  about  130  Ships  were  taken.  Some  of 
thefe,  however,  appearing  to  be  French  Bottoms,  were 
difeharged  ;  but  the  far  greater  Part  wer e  declared  good 
Prize  l.  Thefe  Misfortunes  obliged  the  Dutch ,  contrary 
to  their  Inclinations,  and  indeed  to  their  ufual  Prac¬ 
tice,  to  lay  an  immediate  Embargo  on  all  Veflels  in  their 
Port,  whereby  the  Fifheries,  and  all  the  annual  Com¬ 
merce,  were  dopped  for  that  Seafon.  They  likewife 
fettled  a  Fund  of  fourteen  Millions  of  Guilders  for  the 
Support  of  the  War  ;  and  in  order  to  ihew  that  there 
ought  to  be  fome  Difference  between  Wars  made  by 

trading 
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trading  Nations,  and  thofe  entered  into  by  arbitrary 
Princes,  for  the  mere  third  of  Dominion  ;  they  ordered 
about  fifty  Englijh  and  Scotch  Veflels,  which  had  been 
feized  in  their  Harbours,  to  be  fet  at  Liberty  ;  and  on 
their  Arrival  in  England ,  the  Civility  was  returned  by 
a  like  Releafe  of  Dutch  Ships  flopped  here  u. 

The  Englijh  Fleet  was  firfl  ready,  though  the  Dutch 
began  firfl  to  arm.  It  confilled  of  114  Sail  of  Men  of 
War  and  Frigates,  28  Fire-Ships  and  Ketches,  and  had 
about  22,000  Seamen  and  Soldiers  on  board.  The 
whole  was  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  York ,  as  Admiral 
of  the  Red ,  Prince  Rupert  was  Admiral  of  the  White* 
and  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  of  the  Blue.  April  21,  1665, 
the  Englijh  failed  for  the  Dutch  Coafl,  and  on  the 
2S-h,  fent  in  a  Squadron  fo  near  the  Shore  and  Harbour 
of  the  Texely  that  the  Country  was  exceedingly  a- 
larmed.  After  remaining  there  a  Month,  the  Fleet  was 
fo  ruffled  by  a  Storm,  that  it  was  found  neceflary  to  re¬ 
tire  towards  our  own  Shore.  This  Opportunity  the  . 
Dutch  took  of  fending  out  their  Fleet,  and  by  the  latter 
End  of  May^  appeared  about  the  Dogger  Sands.  They 
were  divided  into  feven  Squadrons,  the  firfl  under  Opdam , 
confiding  of  fourteen  Men  of  War,  and  two  FireTShips; 
the  fecond  under  John  Everts ,  of  the  like  Force ;  the 
third  commanded  by  Admiral  Cortenaer ,  confiding  of 
fourteen  Men  of  War  and  a  Fire-Ship  ;  the  fourth  was 
under  Stillingwert ,  amounting  like  wife  to  fourteen  Men 
of  War  and  a  Fire-Ship  ;  the  fifth  conducted  by  Trompy 
the  Son  of  the  famous  Admiral,  made  up  of  fixteen  Men 
of  War  and  two  Fire-Ships;  the  fixth  under  Cornelius 

Everts , 
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Everts y  con  lifting  of  fourteen  Men  of  War  and  a  Fire- 
Ship  j  the  lali  commanded  by  Scbram ,  in  which  were 

lixteen  Men  of  War  and  two  Fire-Ships.  In  all  103 

-  ,  -»  .  •>  ( 

Men  of  War,  eleven  Fire-Ships,  and  feven  Yachts.  A 

_  .  ^  ' 

mighty  Fleet!  far  fuperior  to  what  the  French  conceived 

it  poffible  for  the  States  to  lit  out,  and  well  furnifhed 

*  *  •  *  ,  .  ,  , 

with  Men;  but  by  the  Help  of  their  //ftfnz-Ships,  whence 
they  were  moftly  taken,  partly  by  Perfuafion,  and  part¬ 
ly  by  Force The  Duke  of  York  being  retired  from 
the  Dutch  Coaft,  when  they  came  out,  afforded  an 
Opportunity  for  them  to  fall  on  our  Hamburgh  Fleet3 
which  they  did  not  negledt,  and  they  were  fo  fortu¬ 
nate  therein  as  to  take  the  greateft  Part,  whereby  we  fuf- 
fered  near  200,000  /.  Some  attributed  this  to  ill  Ma¬ 
nagement*  others  with  more  Reafon,  to  Accident;  for 
they  had  a  Convoy,  and  the  Duke  of  York  fent  The 
Roe-Ketch  to  inform  them  of  his  Departure,  which  not 
meeting  this  Fleet  proved  their  Ruin  a.  This  exafpe- 

rated  the  Engujhy  and  at  the  fame  I  ime  railed  the  Spi¬ 
rits  of  the  Dutch . 

Admiral  Opdamy  who  commanded  the  latter,  was 
a  very  prudent  as  well  as  gallant  Commander.  The 
great  John  de  Wit  raifed  him  to  this  envied  Employ¬ 
ment;  but  finding  him  inclined  to  the  Prince  of  Orange 
he  became  his  Enemy,  and  as  foon  as  he  was  out  at 
Sea  wrote  him  a  Letter,  directing  him  to  fight  at  all 
Events,  and  this  with  a  peculiar  Quicknefs  of  Stile,  which 
pioved  the  Letter  his,  though  it  was  writtcyi  in  the  Flame 
VOL.  II.  & 
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of  the  States.  Opdarn  refolved  to  obey,  though  con¬ 
trary  to  the  Advice  of  his  Officers  aiid  his  own  Opi¬ 
nion,  as  appeared  by  his  fending  afhore  his  Plate  before 
the  Engagement.  I  am ,  faid  he,  on  hearing  the  Judg¬ 
ment  of  a  Council  of  War,  entirely  in  your  Sentiments-, 
but  here  are  my  Orders.  ’To-morrow  my  Head  Jhall  be 
bound  with  Laurel  or  Cyprefs :  and  in  this  Difpofition 
he  failed  to  find  out  the  Englijh  Navy  b.  That  did  not 
require  much  Time ;  for  the  Duke  of  York  was  now  ea¬ 
ger  to  revenge  the  Lofs  of  the  Hatnburgh  Fleet.  On 
the  3d  of  June  the  Englijh  and  Dutch  Navies  engaged 
about  three  in  the  Morning  off  Leojlojf,  when  by  an 
Overlight  of  the  Dutch  (as  their  Writers  fay)  the  En¬ 
glijh  had  the  Weather-Gage,  an  Advantage  they  knew 

how  to  ufe  as  well  as  keep  c. 

Things  went  at  firlt  very  equally  on  both  Sides, 
charging  through  and  through  without  any  remarkable 
Advantage.  But  about  Noon,  the  Earl  of  Sandwich 
with  the  Blue  Squadron  fell  into  the  Center  of  the  Dutch 
Fleet,  divided  it  into  two  Parts,  and  began  that  Confu- 
fion  which  ended  in  a  total  Defeat d.  The  Duke  of 
York  in  The  Royal-Charles,  a  Ship  of  80  Guns,  and 
Admiral  Opdam  in  The  Eendracht ,  of  84,  were  clolely 
engaged.  The  Fight  continued  for  fome  Hours  with 
great  Obftinacy,  and  his  Royal  Highnefs  was  in  the  ut- 
moft  Danger.  Several  Perfons  of  Diftinction  were  kil¬ 
led  on  board  his  Ship,  particularly  the  Earl  of  Fal¬ 
mouth,  the  King’s  Favourite,  Lord  Mujkerry,  and  Mr. 

Boyle , 
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Boyle ,  Son  to  the  Earl  of  Cork ,  with  one  Ball ;  and  fo 
near  the  Duke,  that  he  was  covered  with  their  Blood 
and  Brains  :  nay,  a  Splinter  from  the  laft-mentioned 
Gentleman’s  Skull  razed  his  Hand  e.  About  One,  The 
Dutch  Admiral  blew  up  with  a  prodigious  Noife;  but 
how  the  Accident  happened  is  uncertain.  Some  fay,  a 
Shot  fell  in  the  Powder-Room ;  others,  that  Opdams 
Black  blew  up  the  Ship  to  be  revenged  of  his  Mailer 
for  beating  him.  The  moil  probable  Account  is,  that  it 
was  occaiioned  by  fome  Carelefsnefs  in  diilributing  the 
Powder  In  this  Vefiel,  together  with  The  Admiral , 
perifhed  500  Men,  only  five  of  the  whole  Crew 
efcaping;  many  of  them  Volunteers,  of  the  belt  Fami¬ 
lies  in  Holland ,  and  not  a  few  Frenchmen ,  who  took 
this  Opportunity  of  being  prefent  in  a  Sea-Fight 
A  little  after  this  unlucky  Blow,  the  Dutch  re¬ 
ceived  a  greater.  Four  fine  Ships,  the  biggeft  of  fixty, 
the  leaft  of  forty  Guns,  ran  foul  on  each  other,  and 
were  burnt  by  one  Fire-Ship:  foon  after,  three  larger 
Vefiels  by  the  fame  Accident  {hared  the  fame  Fate.  The 
Orange ,  a  Ship  of  75  Guns,  after  a  moil  gallant  De¬ 
fence  was  alfo  burnt  5  and  thus,  towards  four  in  the  Af¬ 
ternoon  ,  all  fell  into  Confufion.  Vice-Admiral  Stilling - 
wert  was  {hot  through  the  Middle  by  a  Cannon-Ball ; 
Vice-Admiral  Cortenaar  received  a  Shot  in  his^  Thigh, 
of  which  he  inftantly  died.  Thefe  Ships  bearing  out 
of  the  Line  on  the  Death  of  their  Commanders,  with¬ 
out  linking  their  Flags,  drew  many  after  them •  fo  that. 
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by  eight  at  Night,  Tromp ,  who  held  to  the  lad,  and 
fought  retreating,  had  not  above  thirty  Ships  left  with 
him.  This  was  the  moll  fignal  Viftory  the  Engltfh  ever 
gained,  and  the  fevered  Blow  the  Dutch  ever  felt  <at 
Sea  h.  According  to  our  Accounts,  which  upon  a  drift 
Examination  I  have  always  found  moderate*  th e  Dutch 
had  eighteen  Ships  taken  (feveral  of  which  we  quitted) 
and  fourteen  funk  in  this  Aftion,  befides  fuch  as  were 
burnt  or  blown  up.  Yet  their  Accounts  admit  of  no  more 
than  nine  Ships  taken,  one  (their  Admiral)  blown  up,  and 
eight  burnt  K  As  to  our  Lofs,  which  was  far  more 
unaccountable,  there  is  no  Difpute  about  it.  We  loft 
*I’he  Charity ,  a  Ship  of  46  .Guns,  with  mod  of  her  Men, 
in  the  Beginning  of  the  Fight;  had  250 Men  killed,  and 
340  wounded:  on  the  other  Side  they  lod  at  lead  6000 
Men,  including  2300  taken  Prifoners  k.  Yet  fome  great 
Men  of  ours  bought  this  Advantage  to  their  Country 
at  the  Expence  of  their  Blood,  fuch  as  the  Earls  of 
Portland  and  Marlborough ,  Vice-Admiral  Sampfon ,  and 
Sir  John  Lawfon ,  who  died  of  a  Wound  in  the  Knee, 

though  he  furvived  the  Battel. 

The  Dutch  afcribe  this  Defeat  in  a  great  Meafure  to 

the  ill  Conduct  of  their  own  Officers,  and  Seamen,  many 

of  whom  were  feverely  punifhed.  Thus  much  is  al- 

jovved  on  all  Sides,  that,  except  fixteen  or  feventeen  of 

their  Captains  who  had  ferved  in  the  former  War,  they 

had  none  of  tolerable  Knowledge,  or  true  Courage, 

moll  of  them,  being  the  Sons  of  rich  Burgo-mafters, 

brought 
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brought  in,  to  fecure  their  Father’s  Interefts  by  deWit ; 
who,  though  he  thus  incapacitated  them  for  fighting,  yet 
compelled  them  againft  Reafon  and  their  own  Opinion  to 
fight ;  becaufe  at  all  Events  a  Battel  was  for  his  Inte- 
reft;  fince,  gained,  it  raifed  his  Authority  at  home  ;  or, 
loft,  it  muft  bring  in  his  Allies  the  French  from  abroad. 
This  refined  Policy  had  well  nigh  ruined  himfelf  and  his 
Friends;  for  the  Mob  rofe,  and  threatened  nothing  lefs 
than  a  total  Revolution.  At  the  Brill ,  Admiral  Evertz 
was  thrown  into  the  River,  and  with  much  Difficulty 
refcued  by  the  Magiftrates  from  the  Populace  :  and  like 
Tumults  happened  at  Rotter da?n ,  and  elfewhere  K  On 
the  Side  of  the  Englijh  too,  there  was  fome  Mifmanage- 
ment,  other  wife  this  had  been  the  laft  Battel  with  the 
Dutch  :  but  fo  it  was,  that,  content  with  the  Vi&ory, 
we  neglecfted  the  Purfuit.  The  Friends  of  the  Duke 
of  York  fay,  this  was  owning  to  high  Winds  from  Shore, 
and  our  Fire-Ships  being  all  fpent.  Others  alledge, 
that  his  Royal  Highnefs  falling  afleep  after  the  Fatigue 
of  the  Day,  one  Captain  Brounker ,  who  was  about  his 
Perfon,  gave  Orders  that  the  Admiral  fhould  flack  Sail; 
an  Aft  equally  dangerous  to  the  Nation’s  Intereft,  and 
the  Duke’s  Glory  m. 

His  Royal  Highnefs  left  the  Fleet  foon  after  and  re¬ 
turned  to  London ,  to  make  a  Report  of  all  Things  to 
the  King.  His  Majefty  having  attended  his  Mother  to 
the  Coafts,  went  on  board  The  Royal  Charles  in  the  Ri¬ 
ver,  where  he  made  a  ftridl  Inquiry  into  the  Conduft 

R  3  of 
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of  the  Officers,  and  State  of  their  Ships;  and  receiving 
Satisfaction  as  to  both,  he  there,  as  an  Encouragement 
to  a  like  Behaviour  in  Time  to  come,  knightned  the 
moft  conliderable  Commanders,  viz.  Admiral  Tyddiman 5 
Captain  Cutting s.  Captain  Jordan ,  Captain  Spragge , 
&c.  after  which  he  directed  that  all  the  Ships  fhould 
be  repaired  with  the  utmoft  Diligence,  and  the  Fleet  as 
foon  as  poffible  be  put  into  a  Condition  to  go  out 
again  to  Sea  n.  The  King’s  Command,  their  Senfe  of 
their  late  Vitlorv,  and  the  News  of  two  rich  Dutch 
Squadrons  being  at  Sea,  quickly  brought  out  the  Englijh 
Navy,  to  the  Number  of  fixty  Sail ;  and  on  the  5th  of 
July  they  fleered  from  Southwold-'Bxy ,  into  which  they 
put  immediately  after  thelaft  Engagement,  for  theCoaft 
of  Holland .  The  Standard  was  borne  by  the  gallant 
Earl  of  Sandwich ,  to  whom  was  Vice-Admiral  Sir 
George  Ayfcue  and  Sir  Thomas  Tyddiman ,  Rear-Admiral, 
Sir  William  Penn  was  Admiral  of  the  White,  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Berkley  Vice-Admiral,  and  Sir  Jofeph  Jordan 
Rear-Admiral.  The  Blue  Flag  was  carried  by  Sir  Tho~ 
mas  Allen ,  whofe  Vice  and  Rear  were  Sir  Chriftopher 
Mimms  and  Sir  John  Harman .  The  Defign  they 
went  on  was  to  intercept  de  Ruyter  in  his  Return,  or  at 
lead  to  take  and  burn  the  Turkey  and  Eajl-India  Fleets, 
of  which  they  had  certain  Intelligence  °. 

They  fucceeded  in  neither  of  thefe  Schemes.  De 
Ruyter  returned  unexpectedly  by  the  North  of  Scotland, , 

and  arrived  fafely  in  Holland ,  where  he  was  immedi¬ 
ately 
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ately  promoted  to  the  chief  Command  of  the  Fleet  p. 
The  Turkey  and  India  Fleet,  confiding  of  twenty  Sail, 
under  the  Command  of  Commodore  Bitter ,  chofe  to 
take  the  fame  Northern  Route,  in  hopes  of  avoiding  the 
EngUJh  Navy;  but  having  Intelligence  at  Sea,  that  this 
would  prove  very  difficult,  if  not  impoffible,  they  took 
Shelter  in  the  Port  of  Berghen  in  Norway  The  Port 
was  pretty  eafy  of  Accefs,  and  covered  only  by  an  old 
Cadle;  the  Danijh  Governor,  indeed,  promifed  the  Dutch 
to  do  for  them  what  he  could,  and  they  were  willing 
to  contribute  as  much  as  in  them  lay  to  render  him  able. 
In  order  to  this,  they  landed  forty- one  Pieces  of  Can¬ 
non,  which  were  difpofed  on  a  Line  before  the  Fort  : 
then  the  Dutch  drew  another  Line  crofs  the  Bay,  con¬ 
fiding  of  their  larged  Ships;  and  in  this  Podure  they 
waited  for  the  EngUJh .  It  was  not  long  before  they  ap¬ 
peared;  for  the  Earl  of  Sandwich ,  having  Advice  of 
their  being  put  into  Berghen ,  had  detached  Sir  Thomas 
Tyddiman  with  fourteen  Sail  of  Men  of  War,  and  three 
Fire-Ships  to  attack  them.  This  he  performed  with 
great  Courage,  though  the  Wind  was  againd  them,  and 
the  Enemy  made  a  prodigious  Fire  from  the  Cadle, 
the  Line,  and  the  Ships ;  fo  that  at  lad  he  was  forced  to 
bear  out  of  the  Bay,  and  this  he  performed  without  the 
Lofs  of  a  Ship,  though  he  had  five  or  fix  very  ill  treat¬ 
ed  r. 

R  4  T HE 
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T*fE  States  by  this  Time,  partly  by  Threats,  part* 
3y  by  Punifiiment,  but  more  by  Promifes  and  Rewards, 
had  again  manned  out  a  flout  Fleet.  Admiral  de  Ruyter 
had  the  Command  of  it,  which  gave  no  fmall  Difpleafure 
*  to  Tromp\  but  he  grew  into  a  better  Temper,  when  he 
perceived  that  his  Competitor  had  the  Command  only 
in  Show  s.  The  great  Statefrqan  de  Wity  not  fatisfipcj 
with  directing  all  Things  in  the  Dutch  Council,  refolved 
alfo  to  diredl  their  Fleets ;  to  which  End  he  got  himfelf, 
and  two  other  Deputies,  appointed  to  attend  the  Admn 
ral.  A  Step  oppofed  by  all  his  Friends,  aqd  contrary  to 
the  Sentiments  of  the  French  King,  who  was  afraid,  if 
by  any  Accident  he  loft  M.  de  Wit ,  he  Ihould  not  find  the 
States  fotradlable  as  they  had  been  for  fome  Years  paft  V 
The  Penfionary,  however,  perfifted  in  his  Delign,  and 
gained  a  very  great  Reputation  in  'his  new  Charadter* 
even  before  the  Fleet  put  to  Sea  \  and,  though  I  cannot 
fay  that  this  relates  to  Fnglijh  Hiftory,  yet,  as  it  has  a 
near  Relation  to  Naval  Affairs,  I  hope  the  Reader  will 
not  be  elifpleafed  at  my  telling  him,  how  de  Wit  ac¬ 
quired  this  Reputation.  When  he  came  on  board  the 
Fleet  in  the  Texel,  the  Pilots,  Captains,  and  Admirals 
Were  unanimoufly  of  Opinion,  that  they  mull  wait  for 
a  fair  Wind  in  order  to  get  out,  though  there  were  two 
PaiTages.  As  to  the  larger,  they  faid,  that  two  and 
fwenty  Winds  might  abfolutely  hinder  a  Fleet  from  failr 
hjg  through  it y  and  that  in  Refpedt  to  the  latter,  it  was 
too  fhallow  for  large  Ships  to  pa fs.  M.  de  Wit ,  who 
Was  no  Seaman,  enquired  into  the  Reafon  why  fo  many 
’  '  Winds 
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Winds  fhould  keep  them  in,  and  the  next  Morning  de~ 
monftrated  to  the  Pilots  upon  their  own  Principles,  that 
Winds  blowing,  but  from  four  of  thefe  Points,  could  pro¬ 
duce  this  Effedt  $  which  Experience  has  fince  juftified. 
Yet  the  Wind  being  at  that  Time  in  one  of  thefe 
four  Points,  de  Wit  went  the  fame  Day  and  examined 
the  Spanijk  Paflage  with  a  Lead,  and  having  done  this, 
he  and  Mr.  Van  Haaren ,  who  accompanied  him>  under¬ 
took  with  the  next  Tide  to  carry  out  the  two  largeft  Ships 
in  the  Fleet,  which  they  performed  very  fafely,  and  the 
reft  followed  the  next  Day  •  and  ever  fince  this  has  been 
called  de  Wit’s  BaJJage  u. 

The  Point  he  had  principally  in  View  was,  to  bring 
off  the  Eajl-India  Fleet  from  Berghen ,  which  was  a 
very  difficult  Thing,  confidering  the  EngliJI)  Fleet  was 
then  at  Sea.  He  found  Means,  however,  to  pafs  by  them, 
and  arrived  fafely  before  Berghen ,  where  the  Dutch  had 
found  a  new  Enemy  in  their  old  Defender.  The  Danijh 
Governor  modeftly  defired  one  100,000  Crowns  for 
the  Affiftance  he  had  given  them  in  the  late  Affair,  and 
threatned  to  fink  them  if  they  offered  to  ftir  out  of  the 
Port  before  they  had  complyed  with  his  Demand.  Thp 
Arrival  of  the  Fleet  made  him  change  his  Language  :  he 
was  content  they  flioukj  fail  then  without  paying  the 
Money;  but  he  kept  the  Cannon  they  had  put  afhore  \ 
Thus  far  de  Wit  was  fuccefsful;  but  in  his  Return  home, 
the  Fleet  was  fcattered  by  a  Storm,  which  funk  two  Fire- 
Ships  and  fome  of  the  Merchant-men.  The  Vice-Admiral, 

and 
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and  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Eajl-India  Fleet,  Ships  of  very 
great  Value,  with  four  Men  of  War,  were  taken  by 
five  Englijh  Frigates,  which  the  fame  Storm  had  fepar- 
ated  from  our  Fleet;  and  foon  after,  four  Men  of  War, 
two  Fire-Ships,  and  thirty  Merchant-men,  joined  our 
Fleet  inftead  of  their  own,  and  fo  were  all  taken  ; 
which  ended  the  Operations  of  this  Year x. 

The  French  perceiving  that  the  Scales  were  no  long¬ 
er  even,  but  that  the  Dutch  would  certainly  bedeftroy- 
ed  if  left  to  themfelves ;  or,  which  they  more  appre¬ 
hended,  would  be  forced  to  make  fuch  a  Peace  as  W’e 
fhould  prefcribe,  refolved  to  declare  in  their  Favour.  It 
may  not  be  amifs,  in  order  to  fhew  what  Sort  of  an 
Enemy  this  Court  has  always  been,  to  obferve,  that  im¬ 
mediately  upon  this  Declaration,  fhe  began  to  cabal  with 
our  Republicans,  and  adtually  endeavoured  to  draw  Ge* 
neral  Ludlow  from  his  Retreat,  that  fhe  might  fend  him 
over  to  head  their  Friends,  as  they  now  called  them, 
on  this  Side  of  the  Water.  By  the  Perfuafion  of  France , 
the  King  of  Denmark ,  and  the  Elector  of  Brandenhurghy 
declared  alfo  for  the  Dutch ;  but  the  former  was  well 
paid  for  it,  fince  the  States  forgave  him  a  Debt  of  fix 
Millions  of  Guilders,  and  undertook  to  pay  him  an  an¬ 
nual  Sublidy  of  one  Million  and  a  half  more  fo  long  as 
the  War  fhould  laft  L  It  quickly  appeared,  that  France , 
by  taking  this  Meafure,  meant  to  make  herfelf  at  once  a 
Maritime  Power;  for  having  promifed  to  affift  the  Dutch 
with  a  Fleet  of  fix  and  thirty  Men  of  War,  they  were 
thus  made  up.  Twelve  were  built  by  Dutch  Carpenters, 

in 
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in  the  Dutch  Docks ;  twelve  more  were  made  out  of 
large  India- Men,  bought  in  the  fame  Country,  and  the 
other  twelve  were  either  built  or  bought  in  the  Ports  of 
Denmark .  When  all  this  was  done,  the  French  were 
for  fetting  on  Foot  a  Negotiation ;  but  King  Charles 
being  then  in  the  Intereft  of  his  Subje&s,  was  very  deaf 
on  that  Ear.  He  faid,  the  Dutch  had  injured  England  to 
the  Amount  of  two  Millions;  and  if  they  thought  fit  to 
pay  fo  much  Money,  he  was  willing  to  grant  them  a 
Peace  without  any  Mediation  at  all.  Nay,  the  King 
carried  it  Hill  farther ;  for  in  cafe  he  made  a  Peace  with 
the  Dutch ,  he  declared  their  Allies  fhould  be  left  out  of 
it ;  which,  confidering  the  Strength  of  the  Confederacy, 
and  that  the  Plague  then  raged  in  England ,  feems  to 
prove  that  this  Prince  did  not  want  Spirit  enough,  when 
his  good  Senfe  told  him  he  was  engaged  in  aright  Caufe  ; 
for  at  that  Time,  we  had  no  Ally,  but  the  Bifhop  of 
Munjler ,  who,  though  he  gave  the  Dutch  a  great  deal 
of  Trouble,  yet  did  it  entirely  at  our  Expence2. 

The  next  Year  opened  with  a  new  Scene ;  the  King 
recalled  Lord  Holies  from  the  French  Court,  and  fent  the 
Earl  of  Sandwich  to  Spain ,  as  his  Ambaffador  :  two  of 
the  wifeft  Steps  in  his  whole  Reign  ;  for  by  the  firft  he 
broke  entirely  with  that  perfidious  Court,  and  in  Con¬ 
fluence  of  the  fecond,  he  concluded  the  moll  beneficial 
Treaty  of  Commerce  that  was  ever  made  for  this  Na¬ 
tion3.  As  to  Naval  Affairs,  it  was  refolved,  that  the 
Fleet  fhould  be  commanded  by  Prince  Rupert ,  and  the 

Duke 
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Duke  of  Albemarle :  the  former  to  look  after  the  French , 
who  began  now  to  talk  very  high,  and  the  latter  to  aft 
againlt  the  Dutch  b. 

Before  we  fpe2k  of  the  Confequences  of  thefe 
great  Undertakings,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  take  Notice 
of  an  Accident  which  happened  at  Lisbon ,  becaufe  it 
fhews  the  Spirit  of  that  Age.  There  were  in  that  Port, 
a  confiderable  Number  of  Englifh  Merchant-men  which 
were  to  come  Home  under  the  Convoy  of  The  Guinea - 
Frigate.  A  large  French  Man  of  War  was  alfo  there, 
and  the  Captain  daily  boafted  to  the  Portuguefe,  what  he 
would  do  when  the  Englijh  Frigat  put  to  Sea.  This 
coming  to  the  Ears  of  Captain  Coite,  who  commanded 
her,  he  fent  the  Frenchman  Word,  he  would  fail  the 
next  Morning,  which  he  performed  accordingly  ;  but 
having  hovered  on  the  Coafts  three  Days,  in  Expeftation 
of  being  chafed,  he  returned  into  Port,  carried  out  his 
Fleet  of  Merchant-men  and  brought  them  fafe  into  the 
River  Thames ,  the  Frenchman  continuing  quiet  in  the 
Harbour  of  Lijbon  c. 

Prince  Rupert ,  and  the  Duke  of  Albemarle ,  went 
on  board  the  Fleet  on  the  23  d  of  April ,  1 666,  and  fail¬ 
ed  in  the  beginning  of  May .  Towards  the  latter  end 
of  that  Month,  the  Court  was  informed  that  the  French 
Fleet,  under  the  Command  of  the  Duke  of  Beaufort , 
were  coming  out  to  the  Affiftance  of  the  Dutch .  This 
Rumour,  of  their  joining  the  Dutch ,  was  fpread  by  France , 
in  order  to  deceive  us,  anddiftrefs  the  Dutch,  themfelves 
in  Reality  having  no  fuch  Intention.  Upon  the  receiving 

this 
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this  News,  the  Court  fent  Orders  to  Prince  Rupert  to 
fail  with  the  ’White  Squadron  to  look  out  .mu  fight  il.e 
French  ;  which  Command  that  brave  Prince  obeyed,  but 
found  it,  what  many  wife  People  thought  it,  a  meer 
groundlefs  Bravado,  intended  to  raife  the  Couiage  or 
their  new  Allies,  and  thereby  bring  them  into  the  greater 

Danger  d. 

At  the  fame  time  Prince  Rupert  failed  from  the 
Downs ,  the  Dutch  put  out  to  Sea,  the  Wind  at  North- 
Eaft,  and  a  frefh  Gale.  This  brought  the  Dutch  Flcei, 
on  the  Coafts  of  Dunkirk,  and  carried  his  Highnefs  to¬ 
wards  the  Ip  of  Wight ;  but  the  Wind  fuddenly  drifting 
to  the  South-Weft,  and  blowing  hard,  brought  both  the 
Dutch  and  the  Duke  to  an  Anchor.  Captain  Bacon  in 
the  Briftol,  firft  difcovered  the  Enemy,  and  by  firing  his 
Guns,  gave  Notice  of  it  to  the  Englijh  Fleet,  upon 
this,  a  Council  of  War  was  called,  wherein  it  was  re¬ 
vived  to  fight  the  Enemy,  notwithftanding  their  great 
Superiority  e.* 

After  the  Departure  of  Prince  Rupert ,  the  Duke 
had  with  him  only  the  Red  and  Blue  Squadrons,  and 
about  fixty  Sail :  Whereas  the  Dutch  Fleet  confided  of 
ninety-one  Men  of  War,  carrying  4716  Guns,  and 
22,462  Men.  It  was  the  firft  of  June  when  they  were 
difcerned,  and  the  Duke  was  fo  warm  for  engaging,  that 
he  attacked  the  Enemy  before  they  had  Time  to  weigh 
Anchor  •,  and,  as  de  Ruyter  himfelf  fays  in  his  Letter,  they 
were  obliged  to  cut  their  Cables  1  and  in  the  lame  Letter 

he 


d  Kennet,  Burchet,  Echard,  Rapin.  e  Bafnage,  le  Clere, 
de  Neuville,  Levens  der  Zeehelden,  tweede  dee],  p.  207. 
Sir  John  Hannan’s  Account  of  this  Engagements 

✓  * 


1 


*54  naval  histort 

he  owns,  that  to  the  laft,  the  Englijb  were  the  Aggreflbrs 
notwithftandmg  their  Inferiority  and  other  Difadvantages* 
The  Englijb  Fleet  had  the  Weather-Gage,  but  the  Wind 
bowed  their  Ships  fq  much,  that  they  could  not  ufe  their 
loweft  Tire.  Sir  William  Berkley’s  Squadron  led  the 
Van,  The  Duke,  when  he  came  on  the  Coall  ot  Dun- 
kirk^  to  avoid  running  on  a  Sand,  made  a  fudden  Tack, 
and  this  brought  his  Top-maft  to  the  Board,  which  com¬ 
pelled  him  to  lye  by  4  or  5  Hours,  till  another  could 
be  fet  up.  The  Blue  Squadron  knowing  nothing  of  this, 
failed  on,  fighting  through  the  Dutch  Fleet,  though  they 
were  five  to  one f.  In  this  Engagement,  fell  the  brave 
*hr  William  Berkley ,  and  his  Ship,  'The  Swiftfure ,  a  fecond 
Rate,  was  taken  ;  fo  was  The  EJfex ,  a  third  Rate  ;  and 
Sir  "John  Harman ,  in  The  Henry ,  had  the  whole  Zealand 
Squadron  to  deal  with.  His  Ship  being  difabled,  the 
Dutch  Admiral  Evertz ,  called  to  Sir  Johneax^  offered 
him  Quarter,  who  anfwered,  A7!?,  Sir!  it  is  not  come  to 
that  yet ;  and  immediately  difcharged  a  Broad-fide,  by 
which  Evertz  was  killed,  and  feveral  of  his  Ships  da¬ 
maged  ;  which  fo  difcouraged  their  Captains,  that  they 
quitted  The  Henry)  and  fent  three  Fire-Ships  to  burn  her. 
Thefirft  grappled  on  her  Star-board  Quarters,  and  there 
began  to  raife  fo  thick  a  Smoke,  that  it  was  impoflible 
to  perceive  w'here  the  Irons  were  fixed.  At  laft,  when  the 
Ship  began  to  blaze,  the  Boatfwain  of  The  Henry  threw 
himfelf  on  board,  and  by  its  own  Light  difcovered  and 
removed  the  Grappling-Irons,  and  in  the  fame  Inftant 
jumped  on  board  his  own  Ship.  He  had  fcarce  done 

this. 


f  Philips’s  Continuation  of  Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  551.  Ken- 
net,  Burchet,  Bafnage,  de  Neuville. 
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this,  before  another  Fire  -  Ship  was  fixed  on  the  Lar¬ 
board,  this  did  its  Bufinefs  fo  effedtually,  that  the  Sails 
were  quickly  on  fire  ;  which  frighted  the  Chaplain  and 
fifty  Men  over-board.  Upon  this,  Sir  John  drew  his 
Sword,  and  threatned  to  kill  any  Man  who  fliould  attempt 
to  provide  for  his  own  Safety,  by  leaving  the  Ship.  This 
obliged  them  to  endeavour  to  put  out  the  Fire,  whic^h  in 
a  (hort  Time  they  did;  but  the  Cordage  being  burnt, 
the  crofs-Beam  fell  and  broke  Sir  John's  Leg,  at  which 
Inftant,  the  third  Fire-Ship  bore  down  ;  but  four  Pieces 
of  Cannon  laden  with  Chain -Shot  difabled  her:  fo 
that,  after  all.  Sir  John  brought  his  Ship  into  Harwich , 
where  he  repaired  her  as  well  as  he  could,  and,  notwith- 
Handing  his  broken  Leg,  put  to  Sea  again  to  feek  the 
Dutch .  The  Battel  ended  the  fir  ft  Day  about  ten  in 
the  Evening  g. 

The  following  Night  was  fpent  in  repairing  the 
Damage  fuffered  on  both  Sides,  and  next  Morning  the 
Fight  was  renewed  by  the  Englijl)  with  frefh  Vigour* 
Admiral  Van  Tromp ,  with  Vice-Admiral  Va?ider  HulJI9 
being  on  board  one  Ship,  rafhly  engaged  among  the 
Englijh ,  and  was  in  the  utmoft  Danger  of  being  ei- 
ther  taken  or  burnt.  The  Dutch  Affairs,  according  < 
to  their  own  Account,  were  now  in  a  defperate  Con¬ 
dition  :  but  Admiral  de  Ruyter  at  laft  difengaged  them, 
though  not  till  his  Ship  was  difabled,  and  Vice-Admiral 
Vander  Hulji  killed.  This  only  changed  the  Scene ;  for 

da 


s  Thefe  Circumftances  are  taken  from  Sir  John  Harman’s 
Relation,  who  blames  the  Duke’s  Eagernefs  for  fighting;  and 
mentions  his  own  Affiir,  only  to  {hew  how  hard  the  Englilh 
were  put  to  it.  As  to  the  Matters  of  Fa<ft  in  this  Account, 
they  are  confirmed  by  all  the  Dutch  Authors. 
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de  Ruyter  was  now  as  hard  puflied  as  Tromp  had  been  be¬ 
fore.  However,  a  Reinforcement  arriving,  preferved  him 
alfojand  fo  the  fecond  Day’s  fight  ended  earlier  than  the 
foil  h. 

The  third  Day,  the  Duke  found  it  neceflary  to  retreat > 
and  he  performed  it  with  wonderful  Courage  and  Con- 

du£t.  He  firft  burnt  three  Ships  that  were  abfolutely 

*  •  — 

difabled :  he  next  caufed  fuch  as  were  very  much  torn, 
to  fail  before,  and  with  28  Men  of  War,  that  were  in 
a  pretty  good  Condition,  brought  up  the  Rear  \  Sir 
John  Hannan ,  indeed,  fays  he  had  but  lixteen  Ships  that 
were  able  to  fight  k.  Yet,  in  the  Evening,  the  Duke,  dis¬ 
covering  the  White  Squadron  coming  to  his  Afliftance, 
refolved  to  engage  the  Enemy  again-  In  joining  Prince 
Rupert ,  a  very  unlucky  Accident  happened ;  for  Sir  George 
Ayfcue ,  who  was  on  board  The  Royal  Prince ,  the  largeft 
and  heavieft  Ship  in  the  whole  Fleet,  ran  .upon  The 
Galloper ;  and  being  there  in  Danger  of  burning,  an4 
out  of  all  hopes  of  Relief,  was  forced  to  Surrender  :  and 
Night  then  falling,  ended  this  Day’s  Engagement  h 

On  the  4th,  of  June  the  Dutchy  who  were  ftill  con- 
jiderably  ftronger  than  the  Engli/hy  were  almoft  out  of 
Sight ;  but  the  Duke  of  Albemarle  having  prevailed  on 
the  Prince  to  follow  them,  about  eight  in  the  Morning 
they  engaged  again,  and  the  Englijh  Fleet  charged  five 
times  through  the  Dutch ;  till  Prince  Rupert* s  Ship  being 
difabled,  and  that  of  the  Duke  of  Albemarle  very  roughly 

handled. 


h  Kennet’s  Complete  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  281. 
Btirchet,  Columna  Roftrata,.  Bafnage,  de  Neuville,  Leven 
Van  Tromp,  1  Burchet,  Echard,  Lediard.  k  In  his  Nar¬ 
ration,  an  Extract  of  which  may  be  found  in  Kenned 
J  Philips,  Kenner,  Echard,  Burchet,  Rapin* 
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handled,  about  (even  in  the  Evening  the  Fleets  feparated* 
each  Side  being  willing  enough  to  retire.  In  this  Da/s 
Engagement  fell  the  brave  Admiral  Minnes,  who  having 
a  Shot  ift  the  Neck  remained  upon  Deck  and  gave  Or¬ 
ders,  keeping  the  Blood  from  flowing  with  his  Fingers 
above  an  Hour,  till  another  Shot  pierced  his  Throat,  and 
put  an  End  to  his  Pain  This  was  the  mod  terrible 
Battel  fought  in  this,  or  perhaps  in  any  other  War,  as 
the  Dutch  Admirals  themfelves  fay ;  and  the  Penfionef 
de  JVity  who  was  no  Flatterer  to  our  Nation,  yet  too 
nice  a  Man  not  to  difeern,  and  of  too  great  a  Spirit  to 
conceal  the  Truth,  faid  roundly  upon  this  Occafion, 
If  the  Englifh  were  beat,  their  Defeat  did  them 
more  Honour  then  all  their  former  Victories ;  their 
own  Fleet  could  never  have  been  brought  on  after  the  firji 
Day's  Fight ,  and  he  believed  none  but  theirs  could ;  and 
all  the  Dutch  had  dlfcovered  was ,  that  Englifhmen 
might  be  killed^  and  Englifh  Ships  burnt  \  but  that  the 
Englifh  Courage  was  invincible  n.  Of  this  Panegyrick 
it  is  hard  to  determine,  whether  it  does  more  Honour 
to  him,  or  to  the  Englijh  Nation. 

After  all,  it  is  pretty  difficult  to  fay  who  were  Vic* 
tors  upon  the  whole,  or  what  was  the  Lofs  of  the  vari- 
quifhed.  Some  Dutch  Writers  talk  of  35  Ships,  and 
between  5  and  6000  Men  loll  by  the  Englijh ;  which 
is  more  than  half  their  Fleet,  and  very  little  lefs  than  all 
their  Seamen.  Their  bed  Hidorians,  however,  com¬ 
pute  our  Lofs  at  fixteen  Men  of  War,  of  which  ten 
were  funk,  and  fix  taken.  Our  Writers  fay,  the  Dutch 

Vol.  II.  S  loft 
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loft  fifteen  Men  of  War,  2r  Captains,  and  5000  Men: 
them  fe  Ives  own  the  Lofs  of  nine  Ships,  and  a  prodigi¬ 
ous  Slaughter  of  their  Seamen  °.  The  Duke  of  Jibe-* 
marie  was  much  blamed  for  his  Rafhnefs  and  great 
.Contempt  of  the  Dutch .  It  feems  he  was  of  the  fame 
Humour  with  Blake,  and  thought  that  fighting  was  al¬ 
ways  preferable  to  running  away,  in  a  Nation  who  pre¬ 
tend  to  the  Dominion  of  the  Sea  ;  and  whoever  fliall 
confider  the  Reputation  we  ftili  retain  from  the  glorious 
Spirits  of  thefe  Men,  will  fcarce  think  it  reafonable  to 
hazard  his  own  Character  by  attacking  theirs.  It  is 
enough  that  we  live  in  cooler  Times,  when  Men  may 
be  Heroes  upon  more  moderate  Terms:  let  us,  therefore, 
content  ourfelves  with  juftifying  our  own  Conduct, 
without  cenfuring  that  of  others,  while  we  confefs 
that  it  is  no  eafy  Thing  to  imitate  it. 

T h  e  Dutch  had  the  Credit  of  appearing  at  Sea  again 
before  the  Englijh ,  their  Ships  having  in  thefe  Engage¬ 
ments  fuffered  lefs.  They  affedled  then  to  brave  us  on 
our  own  Coafts,  and  next  to  go  in  fearch  of  their  French 
Allies,  who  never  meant  to  afford  them  any  real  Affift- 
atice.  It  was  not  long  before  the  Englijh  appeared. 
The  Fleet  confided  of  80  Men  of  War,  great  and 
fmall,  and  19  Fire-Ships  divided  into  three  Squadrons; 
the  Red  under  Prince  Rupert  and  the  Duke  of  Albemarle , 
who  were  on  board  the  fame  Ship,  Sir  Jofeph  Jordan 
Vice,  and  Sir  Robert  I  lolnies  Rear-Admiral.  Sir  Thomas 
-  Allen  was  Admiral  of  the  White,  and  had  under  him  Sir 
Thomas  Tyddiman ,  and  Rear-Admiral  Utbtirt.  Sir  Je¬ 
remiah  Smith  carried  the  Blue  Flag,  and  his  Officers 

were 
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Were  Sir  Edward  Spragge  and  Rear-Admiral  Kemp- 
thorne .  The  Dutch ,  according  to  their  own  Accounts  * 
had  88  Men  of  War,  and  20  Fire-Ships,  divided  alfo 
into  three  Squadrons,  under  de  Ruyter ,  Evertz  (Brother 
to  the  Admiral  who  was  killed  in  the  former  Engage¬ 
ment)  and  Trcmp  p. 

1 

On  the  25th  of  July,  about  Noon*  the  Engtijh  came 
up  with  the  Enemy  off  the  North-Foreland.  Sir  Tho¬ 
mas  Allen  with  the  White  Squadron  began  the  Battle,  by 
attacking  Everts.  Prince  Rupert  and  the  Duke  about 
one  o’Clock  made  a  defperate  Attack  upon  de  Ruyter , 
and  after  fighting  about  three  Hours,  were  obliged  to-go 
on  board  another  Ship.  In  this  Space  the  White  Squa¬ 
dron  had  entirely  defeated  their  Enemies  Admiral  Evertz * 
his  Vice-Admiral  de  Vries ,  and  his  Rear-Admiral  Roen- 
ders ,  being  all  killed,  the  Vice-Admiral  of  Zeland  ta¬ 
ken,  and  another  Ship  of  50  Guns  burnt.  The 
Prince  and  Duke  fought  de  Ruyter  Ship  to  Ship* 
difabled  The  Guelderland  of  66  Guns,  which  was  one 
of  his  Seconds,  killed  the  Captain  of  another,  and 
mortally  wounded  two  more,  upon  which  the  Dutch 
Squadron  began  to  fly  However,  Vice-Admiral  Van 
Nes  flood  bravely  by  de  Ruyter ,  and  received  great  Da¬ 
mage  :  yet  being  at  laft  deferred  by  all  but  feven  Ships* 
they  yielded  to  Neceflity,  and  followed  as  fall  as  they 
could.  De  Ruyter’s  Ship  was  fo  miferably  tern,  and  his 
Crew  fo  difpirited  and  fatigued,  that  he  could  have  made 
but  little  Refinance,  and  nothing  but  the  Want  of 
Wind  could  have  hindered  the  EngUJh  from  boarding 

S  2  him » 
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him.  As  for  Admiral  Van  Tromp ,  he  was  engaged  with 
Sir  Jeremiah  Smith  at  a  Diftance,  and  fo  could  not  af- 
fift  his  Friends.  As  his  was  the  ftrongeft  Squadron  of 
the  Dutch  Fleet,  and  Smith’s  the  weakeft  of  the  Englijhy 
we  had  no  great  Advantage  on  that  Side  ;  yet  fome  we 
had,  his  Vice-Admiral’s  Ship  being  difabled,  and  his 
Rear-Admiral  killed;  which,  however,  did  not  hinder 

s 

his  fighting  out  as  long  as  there  was  Light r. 

Admiral  de  Ruyter  continued  his  Retreat  that 
Night,  and  the  next  Day  Prince  Rupert  and  the  Duke 
of  Albemarle  puifued  him  with  Part  of  the  Red  Squa¬ 
dron,  as  faft  as  the  Wind  would  permit.  A  Fire-Ship 
bore  down  upon  the  Dutch  Admiral,  and  miffed  very 
little  of  fetting  him  on  Fire.  They  then  cannonaded 
again,  when  de  Ruyter  found  himfelf  fo  hard  preffed, 
and  his  Fleet  in  fuch  eminent  Danger,  that  in  a  Fit  of 
Defpair  he  cryed  out.  My  God ,  what  a  Wretch  am  I ! 
Amongjl  fix  many  thoufand  Bullets ,  is  not  there  one  to  put 
me  out  of  my  Pain  ?  By  Degrees,  however,  he  drew 
near  their  own  fhallow  Coaft,  where  the  Englijk  could 
not  follow  him.  Upon  this  Occafion  Prince  Rupert  in¬ 
ful  ted  the  Dutch  Admiral,  by  fending  a  little  Shallop 
called  The  Fanfan ,  with  two  fmall  Guns  on  board, 
which  being  rowed  near  de  Ruyter’s  Veffel,  fired  upon 
him  for  two  Hours  together ;  but  at  la  ft  a  Ball  from  the 
Dutch  Admiral  fo  damaged  his  contemptible  Enemy, 
that  the  Crew  were  forced  to  row,  and  thatbrifkly,  to 
fave  their  Lives.  The  Enemy  being  driven  over  the 
Flats  into  the  Wylings,  the  Englijh  went  to  lie  at 

Schcnevelty 
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Schonevelt ,  the  ufual  Rendezvous  of  the  Dutch  Fleets  s. 

This  was  the  cleared:  Vidtory  gained  in  the  whole 
War:  the  Dutch  were  miferably  beaten,  and  their  two 
great  Admirals  de  Ruyter  and  Tdromp  had  nothing  to  do 
but  to  lay  the  Blame  on  each  other,  which  they  did 
with  all  the  aggravating  Circumftances  they  could  think 
of.  In  this  Battel  the  Dutch  loft  twenty  Ships;  four 
Admirals  killed,  and  a  great  many  Captains :  as  to  pri¬ 
vate  Men,  there  might  be  about  4000  flain,  and  3000 

wounded.  The  Englijh  had  only  "The  Refolution  burnt, 

% 

three  Captains  killed,  and  about  300  private  Men,  Up¬ 
on  this  Occafion  it  appeared,  of  how  little  Service  it  is 
to  fpread  falfe  Rumours  amongft  the  Populace.  The 
Dutch  People  had  been  taught  that  the  laft  Battel  had 
entirely  ruined  the  Naval  Strength  of  England ,  and 
that  their  Fleet  was  gone  to  deftroy  the  Coafting  Trade, 
and  to  infult  the  Sea-Ports  of  our  Ifland.  When  there¬ 
fore  in  the  Space  of  fix  Weeks  they  faw  the  Reverfe  of 
this,  their  own  Countrymen  flying  the  Englijh  Navy 
Rationed  on  their  Shore,  and  their  whole  Commerce  at 
a  Stand,  their  Fury  is  not  to  be  exprefled.  They  re¬ 
proached  their  Governors,  not  only  with  want  of  Cou¬ 
rage  and  Fortune,  but  alfo  with  being  deficient  in  Point  of 
Probity,  and  endeavouring  to  impofe  on  a  Nation  they 
could  not  protedt.  Their  Rage,  great  as  it  was,  re¬ 
ceived  no  fmall  Increafe  from  a  new  Misfortune,  heavier 
in  itfelf,  and  more  fliameful  in  its  Nature,  than  any 
they  had  yet  fultained ;  yet  whether  fo  honourable  to  the 
Englijh  as  fome  have  reprefented  it,  I  will  not  take  up- 

S  3  on 
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on  me  to  determine,  but  leave  it  to  the  Decifion  of 
the  Reader,  when  he  {hall  have  read  the  beffc  Account 
of  the  Matter  I  am  able  to  give  h 

On  the  29th  of  July ,  the  Englijk  Fleet  weighed  An¬ 
chor,  and  fleered  their  Courfe  for  the  Ulie  ;  but  the 
Wind  being  contrary,  they  did  not  make  the  Ifland  till 
the  7  th  of  Augujl.  Being  then  come  to  Anchor, 
Prince  Rupert  and  the  Duke  of  Albemarle  received  In¬ 
telligence,  that,  notwithftanding  there  were  very  rich 
Storehoufes  on  the  Iflands,  and  a  large  Fleet  of  Mer¬ 
chant-Men  lying  between  them,  yet  Ulie  and  Schelling 
were  very  indifferently  guarded  ;  upon  which  it  was  re- 
folved  to  attack  them  forthwith  u. 

Upon  this,  a  Counfel  of  Flag-Officers  were  called, 
in  order  to  make  the  neceflary  Difpofitions  for  this  great 
Attempt.  There  it  was  refolved,  that  300  Men  fhould 
be  drawn  out  of  each  Squadron,  two  thirds  Land,  and 
one  third  Seamen,  under  nine  Captains  ;  and  the  whole 
to  be  executed  under  the  Direction  of  Sir  Robert  Holmes , 
Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red ,  with  whom  went  Sir  William 
Jenings ,  who,  in  cafe  it  wTas  found  expedient  to  attack 
both  Iilands  at  once,  was  to  command  one  Divifion* 

\  The 


*  The  Dutch  Minifters,  who  in  thofe  Tirries  preached  as  if 
they  had  had  the  Rolls  of  Befliny  lying  open  before  them, 
affirmed  the  Fire  of  London,  which  happened  the  September 
following,  to  be  a  Judgment  from  Heaven  for  this  A6lion. 
Some  of  our  own  Writers  are  very  angry  with  it,  and  with  Sir 
Robert  Holmes  for  performing  it :  but  this  is  quite  abfurd, 
fince  he  a&ed  in  Confequence  of  the  Refolution  of  a  Council 
of  War,  and  is,  therefore,  commendable  in  this  Refpedf,  what- 
over  may  be  thought  of  his  Orders,  or  his  Condudl  in  other 
Things.  See  Kennet,  Coke’s  Dete&ion,  Qldmixon’s  Hiftory 
pf  the  Stuarts,  Echard,  Burchet,  Rapin.  u  The  Ulie  is  an 
Ifland  from  which  the  Dutch  Fleets  ufually  fail  to  the  Baltick, 
ft  has  thp  Texel  gh  she  South,  and  Schelling  pn  the  Norths 
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The  Ships  appointed  for  this  Enterprize  were  five  Fourth, 
and  three  Fifth  Rates,  five  Fire-Ships,  and  feven  Ketches, 
as  Sir  Robert  Holmes  tells  us  in  his  Relation  of  the  Af- 
fair  w. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  about  feven  in  the  Morning, 
this  Squadron  weighed  from  the  red  of  the  Fleet,  and 
came  to  Anchor  about  a  League  from  the  Buoys,  where 
they  met  the  Prince’s  Pleafure-Boat  called  The  Fanfan , 
who  had  difcovered  in  the  Harbour  a  connderable  Fleet  of 
Ships  near  Ulie,  which  proved  to  be  170  Merchant-Ships, 
the  lead*  of  which  was  not  lefs  than  200  Tons  Burthen, 
with  two  Men  of  War,  which  had  lately  convoyed  near 
a  hundred  of  the  aforefaid  Ships  from  the  Northward, 
homeward-bound,  fome  from  the  Sir  eights,  fome  from 
Guinea ,  fome  from  RuJJia ,  fome  from  the  Eaft  Coun¬ 
tries  :  the  red  were  outward-bound  Ships,  all  likewife 
richly  laden  x. 

Sir  Robert  Holmes  confidering  that,  if  it  fliould  pro¬ 
ceed,  as  his  Defign  was,  fird  to  attempt  the  Land,  that 
numerous  Fleet  might  polfibly  pour  in  fuch  Numbers  of 
Men  as  might  render  the  Succefs  hazardous,  refolved  to 
begin  with  the  Ships ;  and  accordingly,  having  ordered 
The  Advice  and  The  Hampjhire  to  lye  without  the  Buoys, 
he  weighed  with  the  red  of  his  Fleet ;  and  the  Wind  be¬ 
ing  contrary,  he  turned  with  much  ado  into  Schclling - 
Road,  where  The  Tyger  came  to  Anchor,  and  irn- 

S  4  mediately 


w  I  take  this  from  the  Account  by  Authority,  entitled,  A 
True  and  Perfett  Narrative  of  the  great  Succefs  of  a  Part  of  his 
Majeftfs  fleet  burning  one  hundred  and  fxty  Dutch  Ships  with¬ 
in  )he  Ulie.  Of  this  there  is  an  Extract  in  Kennet.  x  If 
the  Reader  confiders  the  Number,  the  Burthen,  and  the  Trade 
in  which  thefe  Ships  were  employed,  he  will  eafily  djfcern  the 
Credit  due  to  the  fubfequent  Account  of  Damages. 
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mediately  Sir  Robert  went  on  board  T’be  Fanfan ,  and 
put  out  his  Flag;  upon  which  the  Officers  came  on 
jboardhim;  and  there  it  was  ordered,  that  The  Pembroke^ 
Which  drew  the  leaft  Water,  with  the  five  Fire-Ships, 
fhould  fall  in  amongft  the  Enemy’s  Fleet  with  what 
Speed  they  could.  Captain  Browne  with  his  Fire-Ship 
chofe  very  bravely  to  lay  the  biggeft  Man  of  War  on 
board,  and  burnt  him  downright.  Another  Fire-Ship 
running  up  at  the  fame  Time  to  the  other  Man  of  War, 
he,  backing  his  Sails,  efcaped  the  prefent  Execution  of 
the  Fire-Ship;  but  fo  as  to  run  himfelf  by  it  on  Ground, 
where  he  was  prefently  taken  by  fome  of  the  Long- 
Boats,  and  fired.  The  other  three  Fire-Ships  clapped 
the  three  great  Merchant-Men  on  board,  which  carried 
Flags  in  their  Main-Tops,  and  burnt  them.  This  put 
their  Fleet  into  gre,at  Confufion,  which  Sir  Robert 
Holmes  perceiving,  made  a  Sign  for  all  the  Officers  to 
come  on  board  again  ;  and  prefently  gave  Orders,  that 
Sir  William  Jenings ,  with  all  the  Boats  that  could  be 
fpared,  (hould  take  the  Advantage,  and  fall  in  and  bum 
$nd  deftroy  all  they  could ;  hut  with  a  ftridt  Command 
they  fhould  not  Plunder.  The  Execution  was  fo  fol¬ 
lowed,  each  Captain  deftroying  his  Share,  fome  twelve, 
fome  fifteen  Merchant-Men,  that  of  the  whole  Fleet 
there  efcaped  rfot  above  eight  or  nine  Ships,  one  of  which 
was  a  Guinea- Man  of  24  Guns,  and  three  fmall  Priva¬ 
teers,  thofe  being  driven  up  into  a  narrower  Corner  of  the 
Stream,  ferved  to  protect  four  or  five  Merchant-Men 
that  were  a*  head  of  them,  where  it  was  not  poffible  for 
our  Boats  to  come  at  them;  though  even  thefe  few  were 
much  damag’d  y.  Twe 

y  This  Account  agrees  very  well  with  what  is  faid  on  the 
feme  Subject  by  the  Dutch  Writers, 
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The  next  Day,  being  the  io*  of  Jugujt,  it  was  found 
more  expedient  to  land  on  the  Ifland  of  Schelling ,  than 
that  of  Uile ,  which  was  performed  by  Sir  Robert  Holmes , 
with  eleven  Companies  in  his  Long-Boats,  and  he  land¬ 
ed  with  little  or  no  Oppofition.  When  he  came  on 
Shore,  he  left  one  Company  to  fecure  his  Boat,  and 
with  the  other  ten,  marched  three  Miles  up  into  the 
Country,  to  the  capital  Town  called  Brcindaris ,  in  which 
there  were  upwards  of  a  thoufand  fine  Houfes ;  where 
beeping  five  Companies  upon  the  Skirts  of  the  Town* 
to  prevent  any  Surprize  of  the  Enemy,  he  fent  the  other 
five  to  fet  fire  to  the  Town  :  but  finding  them  (as 
his  Vigilance  was  to  fecure  a  fafe  Retreat)  fomewhat 
flow  to  execute  that  Order,  and  fearing  they  might  be 
tempted  to  forget  themfelves  in  the  Pillage,  he  was  himfelf 
forced  to  fet  Fire  to  fome  Houfes  on  the  Windward, 
the  fooner  to  difpatch  the  Work,  and  haftcn  his  Men 
away,  which  burnt  with  fuch  Violence,  that  in  half  an 
Hour's  Time,  moll  Part  of  the  T own  was  in  a  bright 
Flame.  This  Place  was  reported  by  thofe  that  were 
found  in  it,  to  have  been  very  rich,  and  fo  it  appears  by 
fome  of  the  Soldiers  Pockets ;  but  very  few  People  were 
to  be  feen  there,  having  had  Time  to  run  away  from 
the  Danger,  except  fome  old  Men  and  Women,  who 
were  ufed  by  the  Euglijh  after  they  fell  into  their  Hands, 
with  all  Gentlenefs  and  Humanity  z. 

This  Blow  greatly  affected  the  Dutch ,  who,  according 
to  their  own  Accounts,  fuffered  the  Lofs  of  near  fix  Milli¬ 
ons  of  Guilders  5  and  if  we  take  the  Ships  into  this  Compu¬ 
tation 


z  This  burning  of  the  Town  of  Brandaris ,  is  fomewhat 
leifened  in  the  Detail  given  by  M.  de  Neuville  Hiilpire  de 
Hollande,  Tom*  iii.  p,  287. 


\ 


! 
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tation,  they  confefs  that  they  were  Lofers  to  the  Amount 
of  eleven  Millions,  or,  one  Million,  one  hundred  Thou- 
fand  Pounds  Sterling.  We  need  not  wonder  that  this 
wounded  deep,  and  engaged  The  States  to  ufe  their  ut- 
mofl  Force  in  fitting  out  a  new  Fleet3. 

As  foon  as  it  was  ready,  the  Command  was  bellow¬ 
ed  on  de  Ruyter ,  Tromp  being  at  that  Time  out  of  Com- 
million.  This  Navy  confifted  of  feventy-nine  Men  of 
War  and  Frigates,  and  twenty-feven  Fire-Ships b.  The 
firft  Defign  they  had,  was  to  join  the  French  Squadron, 
which  Louis  XIV.  had  promifed  to  fit  out  for  their  Al¬ 
ii  fiance  3  in  this  they  were  difappointed,  and  after  a 
dangerous  Navigation,  in  which  they  were  more  than 
once  chafed  by  a  fuperiour  Englijh  Fleet,  they  were  glad 
to  return,  though  fired  with  Indignation  at  fuch  Ufage, 
which,  it  is  faid,  wrought  fo  powerfully  on  the  Mind 
of  de  Ruyter ,  as  to  throw  him  into  a  Fit  of  Sick- 
nefs c. 

When  the  French  thought  the  Coafl  pretty  clear, 
they  ventured  out  with  their  Fleet ;  but  Sir  Thomas  Allen 
attacking  them  with  his  Squadron,  boarded  The  Ruby , 
a  fine  Ship  of  1000  Tons,  and  54  Guns  and  carrying 
her  in  a  fhort  Time,  it  fo  difeouraged  the  French  Mi- 
niftry,  that  they  fcarce  ventured  their  Navy  out  of  Sight 
of  its  own  Shore,  But,  in  the  mean  time  to  convince  the 

Englijh 


a  Some  Writers  make  the  Lofs  fuflained  by  the  Dutch  Hill 
more,  viz  12,000,000  Guilders,  or,  1,200,000  1.  Sterling, 
Lediard’s  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  387.  Rapin  diminifhes  the  Lofs 
and  the  Number  of  Ships.  6  Bafnage  Annales  des  Provinces 
LJnies,  vol.  i.  p  785;.  Le  Clerc,  de  Neuville,  Kennet,  Columna 
Pvoftrata.  c  The  Dutch  Writers  differ  much  from  the  Englifh, 
in  refpedt  to  thefe  Particulars  ;  but  their  Accounts,  are  incon- 
fiftent  with  each  other.  Befides,  if  they  were  fuperiour  at  Sea*, 
how  came  they  not  to  join  the  french  ? 
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Inglijh  that  they  were  determined  Enemies,  though  they 
did  not  like  fighting,  they  had  Recourfe  to  a  otratagem> 
or,  to  call  the  Thing  by  its  proper  Name,  they  fet  on 
Foot  a  Confpiracy  for  feizing  the  Ifland  of  Guernfey .  Ia 
purfuitof  this  fine  Scheme,  they  fent  a^  Gentleman  who 
was  Governor  of  one  of  the  principal  Iortiefi.es  of  their 
own  Coafts,  to  negotiate  with  Major-General-Ztf/flferf, 
an  old  Republican,  who  was  Prifoner  m  the  Ifland.  But 
the  General,  it  feems,  preferred  any  Government  to  a 
French  one,  and  therefore, vhaving  made  a  free  Dilcovery 
of  thefe  Politicians,  they  were  taken  and  hanged  for 
Spies d.  This,  methinks,  is  fufficient  to  (hew  that  both 
Courts  were  in  Earneft  j  which,  however,  is  a  Fad!  fome 
People  then,  and  not  a  few  Hiitorians  now,  pretend  to 
doubt. 

By  the  end  of  the  Year  1666,  ail  Parties  began  to 
grow  weary  of  War,  which  was  certainly  diredfly  op- 
pofite  to  the  Intereft  of  both  Britain  and  Holland ,  and 
may  therefore  be  juflly  referred  to  the  Arts  of  France , 
and  the  Situation  of  M.  de  Wit ,  a  Man  equally  for¬ 
tunate  in  his  Abilities,  and  unhappy  in  the  Application 
of  them.  A  Man  who  underftood  the  Intereft  of  his 
Country  throughly,  and  in  his  own  Nature  was  cer¬ 
tainly  inclined  to  promote  them  ;  but  having  been  en¬ 
gaged  from  his  Birth  in  the  Defigns  of  a  Fadlion  bent 
to  ruin  the  Authority,  Intereft,  and  Credit  of  the  Houfe 
of  Orange ,  he  came  to  have  an  Inveteracy  again!! 
the  Englifi  Court,  which  became  the  more  vehement, 
the  lefs  Caufe  there  was  for  it.  He  had  plunged  his 

Country 


d  Philips’s  continuation  of  Heath’s 
net,  Echo'd,  Burchet. 


p.  554.  Ken- 
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Country  into  this  War  to  gratify  his  own  Humour,  and 
and  to  pin  himfelf  effectually  on  France ;  and  now,  when 
his  Countrymen  were  almoft  unanimoufly  defirous  of 
Peace,  which  Motions  were  well  received,  and  readily 
complied  with  in  England ,  he  contrived  in  his  own 
Mind  fuch  a  Method  of  making  War,  as  he  thought 
would  effectually  raife  the  Reputation  of  his  Family, 
and  at  the  fame  time  cut  off  the  Head  of  a  very  honeft 
Gentleman,  who,  at  the  Requeft,  and  by  the  Confent  of 
the  States,  had  carried  on  a  Correfpondence  in  England 
for  facilitating  a  Peace  e. 

The  King  of  Sweden  having  offered  his  Mediation, 
it  was  readily  accepted  on  both  Sides.  On  the  one 
Hand,  the  Plague,  the  Fire  of  London ,  and  other  Nation¬ 
al  Misfortunes,  particularly  the  Reftleffnefs  of  Factions,  (a 
Mifchief  from  which  we  are  feldom  free)  engaged  King 
Charles  to  be  fincere  in  his  Defires  of  a  Peace.  The 
Dutch 9  on  the  other  Hand,  needed  it :  They  were  drawn 
into  the  War  to  ferve  the  Purpofes  of  their  Miniftry, 
and  many  Arts  had  been  praCtifed  to  keep  them  in  it, 
though  it  was  equally  againft  their  Intereft  and  Inclina¬ 
tions.  Now,  therefore,  when  France  found  pacific 
Meafures  expedient,  or  rather  was  convinced  that  carry¬ 
ing  the  War  on,  would  ferve  only  to  raife  the  Reputa¬ 
tion  of  England ,  and  to  obfcure  their  own,  as  well  as 
ruin  the  Dutch ,  a  Treaty  was  fet  on  Foot  at  Breda , 
not  only  at  the  Defire  of  The  States ,  but  by  their  exprefs 
Appointment  of  Time  and  Place,  in  which  they  were 

indulged 


e  The  Matter  is  fairly  dated  in  Bafnage’s  Annals,  but  Mr, 
de  Neuville  treats  M.  Bust,  who  luftered,  on  this  Occafion  as 
&  downright  Traitor ;  though  he  owns  he  had  formerly  ierved 
his  Country  with  equal  Integrity  and  Courage, 
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indulged  by  King  Charles ,  purely  to  fhew  the  Integrity 
of  his  Refolutions.  Whilft  this  Treaty  was  thus  nego¬ 
tiating,  de  Wit  was  refolved  to  put  in  Practice  his  bafe 
ProjeCt ;  which,  though  executed  with  Succefs,  and  e- 
fteemed  glorious  for  a  Moment,  yet,  in  the  End,  proved 
fatal  to  his  Country,  and  more  fo  to  himfelf  and  his 
Brother,  who  had  the  immediate  Conduct  and  Execution 
of  it f. 

When  the  Penfionary  John  de  Wit  was  laft  oil 
board  the  Dutch  Fleet,  and,  in  the  Abfence  of  the 
Englijh  Navy,  had  cruifed  upon  our  Coaft  ;  he  took  an 
Opportunity  of  fending  Perfons  to  found  the  Mouth  of 
the  River  Thames ,  in  order  to  difcover,  how  far  it  might 
be  practicable  to  make  any  Attempt  therein  with  large 
Ships  $  and  having  by  this  means  found,  with  what  Fa¬ 
cility  the  ProjeCt  he  had  formed,  might  be  executed,  he 
refolved  to  proceed  in  it,  notwithftanding  the  Negoti¬ 
ations  for  Peace  were  then  far  advanced.  He  at  firft 
opened  himfelf  to  the  Count  dy EJlrades ,  the  French  Am- 
baflador,  who  communicated  the  Defign  to  his  Court, 
where  it  met  with  the  utmoft  Approbation,  and  where 
Meafures  were  taken  for  rendering  it  effectual  in  its  Exe¬ 
cution  2.  To  this  End  it  was  neceflary  King  Charles 
fhould  be  perfuaded,  that  there  was  no  Neceffity  of  fitt¬ 
ing  out  a  Fleet  for  this  Year,  fince  this  would  have 
rendered  the  Defign  of  the  Dutch  Statefman,  not  only 
more  difficult  and  dangerous,  but  abfolutely  impracticable. 

With 


f  Bafnage  Annales  des  Provinces  Unies,  vol.  i.  p.  804. 
de  Neuville,  Wicquefort,  Colomna  Roftrata,  Kennet,  &c. 
s  For  thefe  Particulars  we  are  indebted  to  the  Letters  of 
Count  d’Eftrades  the  French  Minifter,  to  The  States,  which 
fliew  very  clearly  the  whole  Courfe  of  this  Intrigue.  * 
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With  a  V  iew  to  this,  the  Queen  Mother  (whofe  AdvT 
ces  were  always  fatal  to  this  Nation)  was  perfuaded  to 
write  her  Son  a  Letter,  wherein  fhe  informed  him,  that 
his  mod  Chriftian  Majefty,  and  The  States-General ,  had 
turned  their  Thoughts  entirely  on  Peace  ;  and  that  it 
might  have  ill  EfFedls,  if  his  Majefty,  by  fitting  out  a 
great  Fleet,  fhould  alarm  them  on  their  Coafts,  as  in  the 
preceeding  Year.  This  Advice  agreeing  with  the  King’s 
Temper,  and  Circumftances,  whofe  Courtiers  plunder¬ 
ed  him,  and  againft  whole  Meafures  a  Party  was  formed* 
many  of  whom,  notwithftanding  their  Profeffions  of 
Patriotifm,  in  Reality  meant  little  more  than  Places  and 
Preferments,  we  need  not  wonder  he  fell  fo  readily 
into  it  >  for  covetous  and  needy  Princes,  are  alike 
liable  to  the  greateft  Foible  in  governing  the  prefering 
of  prefent  Gain  to  any  future  Profpedl  whatever.  Not¬ 
withftanding,  therefore,  his  Naval  Magazines  were 
never  better  provided.  King  Charles  ordered  only  two 
fmall  Squadrons  for  the  Summer  Service,  in  1667  h. 

Things  being  thus  in  a  Readinefs,  the  laft  Refolution 
was  taken  in  Holland ,  for  the  immediate  Execution  of  de 
Wit's  Project ;  and  this  Refolution  was  iigned  by  the 
French  Minifter,  as  well  as  by  the  Deputies  of  the  States. 
His  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  had  promifed  that  a  Squa¬ 
dron  of  his  Ships,  under  the  Command  of  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort ,  fhould  affift  therein.  However,  that  the 
Iftue  of  the  Thing  might  irritate  the  Englijh  againft  the 
Dutch  only,  the  French  waved  the  Performance  of  their 
Promife  $  when  the  Matter,  however,  was  fo  far  advan¬ 
ced  that  the  Dutch  found  it  impoffible  to  go  back.  Yet  the 

Englijh 


h  Kennet,  Celmr.na  Rofrata,  Burchct. 
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Englijb  Minifters  were  treating  all  this  Time  at  Breda , 
where,  from  the  Beginning,  there  was  a  fair  Appearance 
for  concluding  a  Peace  \ 

The  Pretence  made  Ufe  of  by  de  Wit ,  for  fitting  out 
a  Fleet  in  the  Spring,  was  the  Mifchief  which  had  been 
done  to  their  Navigation  by  the  Privateers  from  Scotland. 
In  order  to  check  thefe,  Admiral  Van  Ghendt  was  fent 
with  a  confiderable  Fleet  into  the  Frith y  with  Orders  to 
burn  the  Coafts  and  recover  fuch  Ships  as  were  in  thofe 
Parts.  He  appeared  before  Leith  on  the  ill  of  May^ 
and  might,  if  he  had  thought  fit,  have  done  a  great  deal 
of  Mifchief ;  but  he  contented  himfelf  with  cannonading 
Eurnt-IJland ,  to  very  little  Purpofe.  When  the  Englijb 
Court  received  the  News  of  this  Proceeding,  it  confirm¬ 
ed  them  in  their  Opinion,  that  there  would  be  no  fight¬ 
ing  that  Year,  and  that  this  Expedition  was  purely  to 
quiet  the  Minds  of  the  People,  enough  difturbed  by 
their  late  Lofles.  But  de  Wit  in  the  mean  time  had 
haftily  manned  out  a  large  Fleet,  under  the  Command 
of  de  Ruyter ,  on  board  which  he  intended  to  have  gone 
in  Perfon;  but  the  French  protefled  againfl  this  Step,  and 
therefore  he  was  at  laft  content  to  fend  Cornelius  de  Wit 
his  Brother.  Care  had  been  taken  to  provide  fome  of 
the  old  Republican  Officers,  to  command  the  Troops 
which  were  to  make  a  Defcent  5  and  thefe  alfo  eafily 

procured 


1  In  this,  the  Hiftorians  of  both  Nations  agree.  One  would 
wonder  how,  after  duly  confidering  this  Fad,  any  Writer 
can  alien  (as  the  Dutch  Hiftorians  do)  that  de  Wit’s  Expedi¬ 
tion  was  necelTary  to  the  making  of  the  Peace.  King  Charles 
had  yeilded  to  a  Treaty  at  the  Requeft  of  the  Dutch  ;  he  had 
left  the  Manner  of  negotiating  it  to  them  ;  he  had  difarmed 
his  victorious  Fleet-  What  Signs,  beyond  thefe,  could  he  Ihew 
oi  inclining  to  Peace 
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procured  Pilots  to  conduct  the  Dutch  into  our  Rivers  and 
Ports.  So  wild  a  Thing  is  Fa&ion,  which,  though  al¬ 
ways  covered  with  fair  Pretences  of  Love  for  the  Pub¬ 
lic,  will  yet  lead  fuch  as  are  deluded  thereby  to  the  molt 
flagitious  Adtions,  and  fuch  as  viiibly  tend  to  deftroy 
what  by  their  own  Principles  they  fliould  molt  vigor- 
cully  defend  ^  1 

The  Fleet  being  ready,  failed  over  to  the  Englijh 
Coaft,  where  it  was  joined  by  Van  Ghendt ,  and  con¬ 
fided  then  of  Seventy  Men  of  War,  befides  Fire-Ships. 
On  the  7th  of  June ,  a  Squadron  was  fent  into  the 
River  of  Thames  to  perform  what  they  had  been  fo  long 
plotting.  On  the  10th  they  attacked  Sheernefs ,  which 
was  thenunfinilhed,  and  in  no  State  of  Defence.  Here 
they  found  fifteen  Iron  Guns,  and  a  confiderable  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Naval  Stores.  Though  the  Court  had  fcarce  any 
Warning  of  this  Attempt,  yet  the  Duke  of  Albemarle , 
Sir  Edward  Spragge ,  and  other  great  Officers,  had  made 
fuch  Provifion  for  the  Defence  of  the  River  Medway, 
by  finking  Ships  in  the  Paffage,  throwing  a  Chain  a-crofs 
it,  and  placing  three  large  Veffels,  which  had  been  taken 
from  the  Dutch  in  this  War,  behind  the  Chain.  The 
Dutch  had  the  Advantage  of  a  flrong  Eaflerly  Wind, 
which  encouraged  them  to  endeavour  burning  our  Ships 
at  Chatham ,  in  fpite  of.  thefe  Precautions  taken  to  pre- 
ferve  them.  It  was  on  the  12th  of  June ,  they  exe¬ 
cuted  this  Defign;  which,  however,  had  mifcarried,  if 
one  Captain  Bralell,  who  was  a  Prifoner  on  board  their 

Fleet  for  fome  Mifdemeanour,  had  not  offered  (to  wipe 

out 
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out  the  Memory  of  his  former  (Miftake  to  undertake 
breaking  the  Chain*  which  he  gallantly  performed* 1. 

He  then  with  great  Bravery  boarded  and  took  one 
of  the  Englijh  Frigates  which  guarded  the  Paffage,  foon 
after  The  Matthias ,  The  Unity ,  and  The  Charles  the  fifths 
being  the  Ships  which,  as  before  obferved,  had  been  taken 
by  the  Dutch ,  were  fet  on  Fire.  The  next  Day,  the 
Advantage  of  Wind  and  Tide  continuing,  they  ad¬ 
vanced  with  fix  Men  of  War  and  five  Fire-Ships,  as 
high  as  Upnore- Cattle,  but  were  fo  Warmly  received  by 
Major  Scot ,  who  commanded  therein,  and  Sir  Edward 
Spragge  from  the  oppofite  Shore  gave  them  fo  much 
Difturbance,  that  they  were  obliged  to  return.  How¬ 
ever,  as  they  came  back,  they  burnt  The  Royal  Oat, 
a  very  fine  Ship,  and  in  her  Captain  Douglafs ,  whofe 
Behaviour  ought  to  perpetuate  his  Memory,  He  had 
received  Orders  to  defend  his  Ship,  which  he  did  with 
the  utmoft  Refolution  *  but,  having  none  to  retire,  he 
chofe  to  burn  with  her,  rather  than  live  to  be  reproach¬ 
ed  with  having  deferted  his  Command.  On  the  14th 
they  carried  off  the  Hull  of  The  Royal  Charles ,  not- 
withftanding  all  the  Englijh  could  do  to  prevent  it; 
which  was  what  they  had  principally  at  Heart,  la 
their  Return,  two  Dutch  Men  of  War  ran  ^Ihore  in 
the  Medway ,  and  were  burnt,  which,  with  eight  Fire- 
Ships  confumed  in  the  Action,  and  150  Men  killed,  is 
all  the  Lofs  acknowledged  by  the  Dutch  Writers; 
Vol.  II.  T  though 


1  I  take  thefe  Fads  from  the  feveral  Accounts  in  their  His¬ 
torians  and  our  own  ,*  but  particularly  from  the  Relations  laid 
before  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  this  whole  Affair,  of  which 

I  lhall  have  Occafion  to  fpeak  hereafter. 
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though  it  is  probable  that  they  really  buffered  much 
more  m. 

DE  Ruyter ,  highly  pleafed  with  what  he  had  perform¬ 
ed,  left  Admiral  Van  Nes  with  part  of  his  Fleet  in  the 
Mouth  of  the  "Thames ,  and  failed  with  the  reft  to  Port f-  * 
mouth ,  in  Hopes  of  burning  the  Ships  there.  Fail- 
in?  in  this  Defign,  he  failed  Weft  ward  to  Torbay ,  where 
he  was  like  wife  repulfed.  Then  he  returned  to  the 
Mouth  of  the  Thames ,  and  with  twenty-five  Sail  came 
as  high  as  the  Hope ,  where  our  Squadron  lay,  under  the 
Command  of  Sir  Edward  Spragge.  This  confifted  of 
eighteen  Sail ;  yet,  the  Admiral  not  being  on  board  when 
the  Enemy  began  the  Attack,  we  buffered  at  firft  from 
their  Fire-Ships;  but  Sir  Edward  repairing  with  great 
Diligence  to  his  Command,  and  being  joined  by  Sir 
Jofeph  Jordan ,  with  a  few  (mail  Ships,  quickly  forced 
the  Dutch  to  retire.  The  like  Succefs  attended  their 
Attack  on  Land-Guard-YoxX.^  which  was  performed  by 
1600  Men,  commanded  by  Colonel  Doleman  a  Repub¬ 
lican,  under  the  Fire  of  their  whole  Fleet :  but  Go¬ 
vernor  Darrel ,  an  old  Cavalier,  beat  them  off  w7ith 
great  Lobs.  On  the  23d  Van  Nes  failed  again  up  the  Ri¬ 
ver  as  far  as  the  Hopey  where  he  engaged  Sir  Edward 
Spragge ,  who  had  with  him  five  Frigates,  and  feventeen 
Fire-Ships.  This  proved  a  very  (harp  Adtion,  at  lead 
between  the  Fire-Ships,  of  which  the  Dutch  Writers 
themfelves  confefs  they  Ipent  eleven  to  our  eight,  x  he 

next  Day  the  Englijh  attacked  the  Dutch  in  their  Turn, 

and, 

4 


m  Tjofnrme  Annales  des  Provinces  Unies,  voh  i.  p-  804.. 
Le  Gere,  De  Eeuvilk/Pinlipf,  Rennet,  Echard,  Burchet,  Co- 


lumna  Roil  rata. 


Of  King  CHAR  L  E  S  IT.  27.5 

and*  notwithftanding  their  Superiority,  forced  them  to 
retire,  and  to  burn  the  only  Fire-Ship  they  had  left,  to 
prevent  her  being  taken.  On  the  25th  they  bqre  out  of 
the  River  with  all  the  Sail  they  could  make,  followed 
at  a  Di fiance  by  Sir  Edward  Spragge,  and  his  remaining 
Fire-Ships.  On  the  26,h,  in  the  Mouth  of  the  River 
they  were  met  by  another  Englijh  Squadron  from  Har¬ 
wich,  confining  of  five  Men  of  War,  and  fourteen  Fire- 
Ships.  Fhey  boldly  attacked  the  Dutch,  and  grappled 
the  Vice-Admiral  of  Zeland,  and  another  large  Ship; 
but  were  not  able  to  fire  them,  though  they  frighted  a 
hundred  of  their  Men  into  the  Sea.  The  Rear-Admi¬ 
ral  of  Zeland  was  forced  on  Shore,  and  fo  much  damaged 
thereby  as  to  be  obliged  to  return  home n. 

The  Dutch  Fleets,  notwithftanding  thefe  Difap- 
pointments,  and  though  it  was  now  very  evident  that 
no  Impreflion  could  be  made,  as  had  been  expended,  on  the 
Englijh  Coafts,  continued  ftill  hovering  about,  even  after 
they  were  informed  that  the  Peace  was  figned  at  Breda . 
Our  Writers  are  pretty  much  at  a  Lofs  to  account  for 
this  Conduit;  but  a  Dutch  Hiftorian  has  told  us  very 
plainly,  that  Cornelius  de  Wit  ordered  our  Ports  to  ba 
founded,  and  took  Pains  to  obferve  the  Strength  of  our 
Maritime  Forts,  and  the  Provifion  made  for  protecting 
the  Mouths  of  our  Rivers;  which  fliewed  plainly,  though 
this  was  the  firft,  it  was  notdefigned  to  be  the  laft  Vifit. 
Thefe  were  certainly  very  provoking  Circumftances, 

T  2 


n  Befides  the  Authors  before-mentioned,  the  Reader  r 
confuit  Ludlow’s  Memoirs,  in  order  to  be  convinced  that 
Dutch,  and  particularly  the  de  Wits,  had  our  Deftruaion  m 
t  Heart  than  their  own  Safety;  and,  that  this  Chatham 
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and  he  added  to  them  at  his  Return  a  ftrange  Adi  of  In¬ 
dignity  towards  the  King,  and  the  Englijh  Nation,  by 
.  reprefenting  himfelf  in  Triumph,  and  them  at  his  Feet 
in  a  pompous  Picture,  which  he  caufed  to  be  hung  up 
in  a  public  Edifice,  to  heighten  the  Infult  to  the  lall 
Degree.  But  before  we  fpeak  of  the  Peace,  and  of 
what  followed  thereupon  in  Holland ,  it  will  be  requi¬ 
re  to  give  fome  Account  of  fuch  Adlions  in  the  ’War 

as  have  not  yet  been  mentioned  . 

While  the  whole  Dutch  Fleet  was  employed  in 
alarming  our  Coafts,  Sir  Jeremiah  Smith  was  fent  with 
a  fmall  Squadron  Northwards;  with  which,  and  the 
Afliftance  of  a  numerous  Fleet  of  Privateers  already  a- 
broad  for  their  own  Profit,  the  Dutch  Commerce  to  the 
Baltick  was  in  a  manner  ruined,  and  Multitudes  of  rich 
Prizes  were  daily  brought  into  Englijh  Ports.  Thus  it 
may  be  truly  faid,  that  the  Nations  at  this  Time  changed 
Charadlers.  The  Dutch  preferred  the  Infult  at  Chatham , 
which,  all  Things  confidered,  was  of  little  or  no  Con- 
fequence  to  them,  to  the  Prefervation  of  their  Trade ; 
and  the  Englijh  endeavoured  to  make  themfelves  amends 
for  this  unexpedled  Lofs  of  a  few  Men  of  War,  by  ta¬ 
king  numbers  of  Merchant-Men.  Such  are  the  Effedts 
which  private  Paflions  produce  in  public  Affairs !  The 

Indolence  and  Credulity  of  King  Charles  expofed  his 

Subjedts 


o  Thefe  Afts  of  Indignity  and  Contempt  were  not  on  y 
to  the  King,  and  fuch  of  his  Subjefts  as  were  truly 
iova!  °  but  they  were  alfo  fuch  Marks  of  nvetteu  Hate,  and 
implacable  Prejudice,  as  difpofed  that  Prince  more  than  any 
Thing  to  receive  ill  Iropreffions  from  France  ;  and, 
how  wrong  foever  his  fubfequent  Conduit  might  be  (po.i i  l y 
confidered)  yet  the  Dutch  had  apparently  themfelves  to  blame. 
Wicquefort,  Cojumna  Roil  rata*  Echard. 
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Subjects  and  himfelf  to  this  Stain  on  their  Reputation, 
and  the  Fury  and  Self-Intereft  of  the  de  Wit  Faction 
expofed,  for  the  Sake  of  furthering  their  own  Purpofes, 
the  Trade  of  their  Country  at  prefent,  and  its  future 
Welfare,  to  extreme  Hazard.  But  to  return  from  Men 
to  Things  p. 

The  Englijh  in  the  Wejl -Indies ,  took  the  Iflands  of 
St.  Eujiace ,  Salia^  St.  Martin ,  Bonaira ,  the  Ifland  of 
Tobago ,  and  other  Places  from  the  Dutch .  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  Dutch. ,  under  the  Conduct  of  Commodore 
Krynfen ,  made  themfelves  Mailers  of  Surinam \  and  the 
French ,  affiftedby  th z  Dutch >  almoft  deprived  th z  Englijh 
of  their  half  of  the  Ifland  of  St.  Chrijlopher9 s,  after  fe- 
veral  obftinate  Difputes,  and  the  Death  of  their  Com¬ 
mander  Les  Salles .  Six  Frigates,  and  fome  other  fmall 
Veflels  from  Barbadoes ,  failing  to  repair  this  Lofs,  were 
fo  ill  treated  by  a  violent  Storm,  that  they  were  put 
out  of  a  Condition  to  execute  their  Defign,  and  two 
or  three  of  the  moil  difabled  Ships  fell  into  the  Hands 
of  the  Enemy  \  though  before  their  Misfortune,  they  had 
burnt  two  Dutch  Ships  richly  laden,  in  the  Harbour  of 
Los  Santos .  Some  Authors  fay,  this  little  Fleet  was 
commanded  by  the  Lord  Willoughby ,  and  that  himfelf 
was  loil  in  the  Hurricane.  The  Englijh  were  more 
fuccefsful  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Surinam ,  where 
they  deitroyed  the  Dutch  Colony,  took  a  Fort  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  French ,  and  afterwards  made  themfelves  Maf- 
ters  of  many  rich  Prizes,  at  the  Expencc  of  that  Na¬ 
tion  ^ 

T  3  The 
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The  Dutch  Admiral  Evertz ,  in  Conjunction  with 
Commodore  Krynfen ,  recovered  the  Ifland  of  Tobago , 
and  did  a  great  deal  of  Mifchief  upon  the  Coaft  of  Vir¬ 
ginia.  In  March  1667,  Sir  John  Harman  was  fent 
with  a  Squadron  of  twelve  Men  of  War  to  redrefs  thefe 

Mifchiefs.  He  performed  all  that  he  was  fent  for,  and 
effectually  cleared  the  Seas  of  French  and  Dutch  Rovers ; 
yet  he  had  not  been  long  there,  before  he  found  himfelf 
pufhed  by  a  fuperior  Force.  The  Dutch  Commodore 
Krynfen ,  having  embarked  on  board  his  Squadron  1300 
Land  Troops,  failed  to  MartinUo ,  where  he  joined  Mo- 
fieur  de  la  Bare ,  who  commanded  all  the  Forces  of  the 
French  King  in  thofe  Parts.  Their  Fleet  after  this 
Conjunction  confided  of  two  and  twenty  Sail  of  flout 
Ships,  with  which  they  went  to  feek  the  Englijh  Squa¬ 
dron  upon  the  Coaft  of  St.  Chrijlopker’s .  On  the  10th 
of  May  1667,  an  Engagement  enfued,  which  Iafted 
with  great  Vigour  for  above  three  Hours,  in  which  the 
Englijh ,  notwithftanding  the  fuperior  Force  of  the  E- 
nemy,  obtained  a  compleat  Victory,  The  Dutch  His¬ 
torians  fay  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  Courage  and 
ConduCf  of  the  Officers  of  their  Fleet,  the  French  Ad¬ 
miral  had  been  taken;  and,  on  the  other  Hand,  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  thofe  Officers  were  fo  ill  fat  is  bed  with  the  Be¬ 
haviour  of  the  French ,  that  they  quitted  them  upon 
their  Return  to  St.  Chriftopher’s .  The  Englijh  Admiral 
with  his  Fleet  came  foon  after  thither,  burnt  the  French 
Admiral,  and  iix  or  feven  Ships  in  the  Haibour,  and  e^lmr 
funk  himfelf,  or  obliged  the  French  to  fink,  all  the  reft  of 
the  Ships  that  were  there  except  two,  and  this  with  the 
Lofs  only  of  eighty  Men  r. 


r  Philips's  Continuation  of  Heath’s  Cfironiyle,  p.  561.  Kav 
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In  the  firft  of  thefe  Engagements,  our  Writers  have 
obferved,  that  the  Admiral  Sir  John  Harman  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  ill  of  the  Gout,  fo  as  not  to  be  able  *to  flu.  On  the 
firft  firing,  however,  he  ftar ted  up  ana  went  upon  Deck, 
gave  his  Orders  throughout  the  Engagement,  and  when 
it  was  over,  became  as  Lame  as  he  was  before.  By  thefe 
Vi&ories  he  became  Matter  in  thole  Seas,  and  took  from 
the  Dutch  their  Plantation  at  Surinam ;  but,  however, 
it  was  rettored  by  the  Treaty,  as  not  taken  within  the 
Time  limited  by  that  Treaty  for  the  Conclufion  of 
Hoftilities  s. 

There  were  three  diftindt  Treaties  of  Peace  figned 
at  Breda ,  with  the  Dutch ,  the  French ,  and  the  Danes , 
by  the  Englijh  Minifters,  who  w7ere  Lord  Holies  and 
Mr.  Coventry ;  which  was  ratified  on  the  24th  of  Ali¬ 
gn  ft  1667.  The  Terms  upon  which  this  Peace  was 
made,  were  fafe  and  tolerable  at  leatt,  though  not  fo 
glorious  and  beneficial  as  might  have  been  expefled  af¬ 
ter  fuch  a  War.  By  it  the  Honour  of  the  Flag  was  fe- 

cured,  and  the  Ifland  of  Poleron ,  to  prevent  further 
Difputes  wras  yielded  to  the  Dutch.  In  the  JVeft- Indies 
we  kept  all  that  we  had  taken,  except  Surinam ,  and 
the  French  were  obliged  to  rettore  what  they  had  taken 
in  thofe  Parts  from  us.  Here  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
obferve,  that  the  Lofs  of  Poleron ,  and  the  Spice-Trade, 
was  not  fo  much  owing  to  this  Treaty,  as  to  the  Con¬ 
duct  of  Cromwell ,  to  whom  it  was  yielded,  when  after 
turning  cut  his  Matters,  he  made  Peace  with  the  Dutch . 
In  obtaining  it,  he  confulted  his  Honour,  and  feemed 
to  have  the  Interett  of  the  Nation  at  Heart.  But,  knowy 
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ing  of  how  great  Confequence  it  was  to  the  Dutch ,  he 
confented  that,  paying  him  an  annual  Penfion  they 
fhould  keep  it,  facrificing  manifeltly  thereby  the  public 
Intereft  to  his  own.  The  Ifland  being  thus  out  of  our 
Pofleffion,  and  being  of  greater  Confequence  than  ever 
to  the  Dutch ,  they  would  not  at  the  Time  of  this 
Treaty  depart  from  their  Preteniions  *. 

It  is  certain  that  the  King  made  this  Peace  againft 
his  Will,  and  without  obtaining  what  he  fought  and  ex* 
pedted  from  the  War.  The  Motives  which  induced 
him  thereto  were  chiefly  thefe.  Firft,  the  Diforders  in 
his  Domeftic  Affairs,  which  difquieted  him  with  great 
Reafon,  He  found  there  was  a  ftrong  Spirit  of  Difaf- 
fedtion  amongft  his  Subjedfo,  which  produced  the  late 
Misfortune  at  Chatham  >  and  in  Cafe  the  War  had  con* 
tinned,  would  have  probably  had  worfe  Effedls.  And 
fecondly,  the  French  King’s  Deflgn  was  become  ap* 
parent,  and  his  Claim  to  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Spa- 
niJI)  Netherlands  openly  avowed.  If,  therefore,  the  Quar* 
rel  between  Great-Britain  and  Holland  had  fublifted  any 
longer,  the  Balance  of  Power  on  the  Continent  mull 
have  been  loft  u.  Such  were  the  true  Grounds  of  the  Peace 
at  Breda  \  and  whoever  confiders  the  Situation  of  Things 

at 


i  t  Bafnage  Annales  de  Provinces  Unies,  vol.  i.  p.  806. 
a  What  I  aflert  above,  the  Reader  will  find  confirmed  by  two 
unexceptionable  and  irrefragable  Witneffes,  vvhofe  Knowledge 
cannot  be  doubted,  or  Credit  queftioned.  As  to  the  Difpoi- 
tion  of  the  People  to  fet  up  a  Republick  again  here^and  the 
Offers  of  Holland  and  France  on  that  Head,  Ludlow  is  full 
his  Memoirs,  vol.  iii .  p.  184,  &c.  As  to  the  Kings  Juag 
ment  on  the  States  of  Affairs,  Sir  William  Temple  gives  * 
candid  and  copious  Account  in  his  Letters,  in  which  sjio  n§ 
concurs  with  the  King  in  his  Opinion, j 


Of  King  CHARLES  II.  281 

at  home  and  abroad  at  that  Jun&ure*  will  think  it,  up¬ 
on  the  whole,  as  good  a  Peace  as  could  have  been  ex- 
pe&ed. 

We  fucceeded  better  in  our  Negotiations  this  Year  in 
other  Parts.  The  worthy  Earl  of  Sandivich  concluded, 
on  the  13th  of  March ,  a  Treaty  with  Spain  y  where¬ 
by  all  old  Differences  were  fettled,  the  Friendfliip 
between  the  two  Crowns  renewed  and  ftrengthened, 
and  our  Commerce  much  extended.  Soon  after  this,  his 
Lordfhip  went  to  Li/bon ,  and  there,  by  his  Mediation, 
a  Peace  was  made  between  the  Crowns  of  Spain  and 
Portugal ,  whereby  the  latter  came  to  be  owned  an  inde¬ 
pendent  Kingdom,  and  an  End  was  put  to  a  War  which 
had  already  weakened  each  of  them  greatly,  and  might 
in  the  End  have  been  fatal  to  both.  Towards  the  clofe  of 
this  Year,  his  Majefly  fent  Sir  William  Temple  into  HoU 
land ,  in  order  to  enter  into  aftrifler  Correfpondence  with 
The  States ,  and  to  concert  with  them  the  Means  of  pre- 
ferving  Flanders  from  falling  into  the  Hands  of  the 
French.  This  {hews  that  his  Majefty  for  the  prefent  laid 
afide  his  Refentments  for  what  had  been  done  againll 
him  perfonally  by  the  Dutch 5  and  this,  for  the  Sake  of 
giving  a  Check  to  the  too  great  Power  of  France .  In 
Confequence  of  Sir  William’s  Negotiation,  was  conclud¬ 
ed  the  famous  Triple-Alliance  between  England ,  Swe- 
den ,  and  Holland  ;  the  moft  glorious  Step  taken  in  this 
Reign,  and  which,  fteadily  purfued,  would  have  crufhed 
at  the  Beginning,  that  ambitious  Prince,  whofe  Projedls 
never  ceafed  difturbing  his  Neighbours,  ’till  after  being 
humbled  by  the  Arms  of  Britainy  he  came  to  know 
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himfelf,  and  deplore  them  on  his  Death-bed.  w.  But  to 

return  to  our  more  immediate  Buiinefs. 

\  \ 

The  Dutch  War  being  over,  his  Majefty  fent  Sir 
Thomas  Allen  with  a  ftout  Squadron  into  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean ,  to  reprefs  the  Infults  of  the  Algerines ,  who  ta¬ 
king  Advantage  of  our  Differences,  had  difturbed  both 
the  Englijh  Commerce  and  the  Dutch .  The  latter  fent 
Admiral  Van  Ghendt  with  a  Squadron,  to  fecure  their 
Trade  ;  and  he,  having  engaged  fix  Corfairsy  forced 
them  to  fly  to  their  own  Coads,  where  probably  they 
would  have  efcaped,  if  Commodore  Beach ,  with  four 
Englijh  Frigates  had  not  fallen  upon  them,  and  after  a 
clofe  Chace,  obliged  them  to  run  a-ground.  In  this 
Situation,  they  were  attacked  by  the  Englijh  and  the 
Dutch  in  their  Boats,  being  abandoned  by  their  refpediive 
Crews,  were  all  taken,  and  a  great  Number  of  Chridian 
Slaves  of  different  Nations  releafed.  The  Englijh  Com¬ 
modore  prefented  fixteen  Dutch  Slaves,  and  received 
from  him  twenty  EngliJ h  by  way  of  Exchange ;  but  the 
Algerines  Ships  being  leaky,  were  burnt.  The  fame 
Year  fome  of  our  Frigates  attacked  feven  of  the  Ene¬ 
mies  bed:  Ships  near  Cape  Gaeta .  The  Admiral  and 
Vice-Admiral  of  the  Algerines  carried  fifty-fix  Guns 
each ;  their  Rear-Admiral,  the  bigged  Ship  in  the  Squa¬ 
dron,  carried  fixty,  and  the  lead:  forty.  Yet,  after  a 
fharp  Engagement,  the  Vice-Admiral  was  funk,  and  the 
red:  forced  to  retire,  mod:  of  them  miferably  difabled.  At 
the  clofe  of  the  Year  1669,  Captain  Kempthorne ,  (after¬ 
ward  Sir  John)  in  The  Mary  Rofey  a  fmall  Frigate,  en¬ 
gaged 


w  Philips’s  Chronicle,  Rennet,  Parker’s  Hiftory  of  his  own 
Times,  Earl  of  Sandwich’s  Journal  . 
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gaged  feven  Algerine  Men  of  War,  and  after  a  very- 
warm  Action,  forced  them  to  fheer  off,  being  in  no 
Condition  to  fight  any  longer;  of  which  we  have  a  par- 

ticular  Accounts  '  / 

I  t  is  fomewhat  extraordinary,  that,  confidering  the 

Dutch ,  as  well  as  we,  were  concerned  in  attacking  thefe 
Pirates,  we  have  no  better  Account  of  the  War  that 
was  carried  on  againft  them,  or  of  the  Force  they  then 
had,  but  what  we  are  left  to  colled  as  we  can,  from  the 
fcattered  Accounts  of  particular  Engagements  with  them. 
The  only  Lift  I  have  feen,/is,  of  the  State  of  their 
Navy  in  1668,  and  then  it  confifted  of  twenty- four 
Ships  great  and  fmail,  that  is,  from  about  50  to  20  Guns: 
and  they  hadlikewife  fix  new  Ships  of  Force,  upon  the 
Stocks.  Yet,  this  pitiful  Enemy  continued  to  difturb, 
and  even  to  diftrefs  the  Commerce  of  both  the  Maritime 
Powers  for  feveral  Years.  At  laft.  Sir  Edward  Spragge 
was  fent  in  1670,  with  a  ftrong  Squadron  of  Men  of 
War  and  Frigates,  to  put  an  End  to  the  War.  He  cruif- 
ed  for  fome  Days  before  their  Capital,  without  receiving 
any  fatisfadory  Anfwer  to  his  Demands.  Upon  this* 
he  failed  from  thence,  with  lix  Frigates  and  three  Fire, 
fhips,  to  make  an  Attempt  upon  a  confiderable  Number 
of  thofe  Corfairs  which  lay  in  the  Haven  of  Bugia . 
By  the  Way,  he  loft  the  Company  of  two  of  his  Fire- 
Ships  ;  yet  not  difcouraged  by  this  Accident,  he  periifted 
in  his  Refolution.  Being  come  before  the  Place,  he 
broke  the  Boom  at  the  Entrance  of  the  Haven,  forced 


the 


x  This  Account,  together  with  a  Print  reprefenting  the  whole 
A&ion,  engraved  by  Hollar,  is  inferted  by  Ogleby,  in  his  De- 
fcription  of  Africa,  p*  218. 
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the  Algerines  a-ground,  and  (notwithftanding  the  Fire  of 
the  Caftle)  burnt  feven  of  their  Ships,  which  mounted 
from  twenty-four  to  thirty-four  Guns,  together  with 
three  Prizes :  after  which,  he  deftroyed  another  of  their 
Ships  of  War  near  Tadellis.  Thefe  and  other  Misfor¬ 
tunes  caufed  fuch  a  Tumult  among  the  Algerines ,  that 
they  murdered  their  Dey,  and  chofe  another,  by  whom 
the  Peace  was  concluded  to  the  Satisfa&ion  of  the  Englijb , 
on  the  ninth  of  December  in  the  fame  Year  ;  and  as  they 
were  now  fufficiently  humbled,  and  faw  plainly  enough 
that  a  Continuance  of  a  War  with  England  muft  end 
in  their  Deftrudtion,  they  kept  this  Peace  better  than 
any  they  had  made  in  former  Times 

We  are  now  come  to  the  third  Dutch  War  (fre¬ 
quently  called  the  fecond,  becaufe  it  was  fo  in  re- 
fpedl  to  this  Reign)  and  to  account  for  the  Beginning  of 
it,  will  be  no  eafy  Matter.  It  has  been  before  fhewn, 
that  the  laft  Treaty  of  Peace  was  made  by  King 
Charles ,  againfl  his  Will,  and  on  Terms,  to  which. 
Force  only  made  him  confent,  We  need  not  wonder, 
therefore,  that  he  ftill  retained  a  Diflike  to  the  Dutch . 
Befides,  there  had  been  many  other  Things  done,  fuf- 
fcient  to  diftafte  any  Crowned  Head.  For  Infrance, 
their  Fa&ory  at  Gambron  in  Perfta ,  after  the  Peace, 
burnt  the  King  in  Effigie,  having  firft  dreffed  up  the 
Image  in  an  old  fecond-hand  Suit,  to  exprefs  the  Diftrefs 
in  which  they  knew  him  in  his  Exile  $  for  this,  as  the 
King  thought  it  beneath  him  to  demand,  fo  The  States 

looked  upon  themfelves  as  above  giving  him,  any  Satis¬ 
faction, 


y  Philips’s  Continuation  of  Heath’s  ^  Chronicle,  Rennet, 
Burchet,  Bafnage,  de  Neuville,  le  Clerc,  du  Mpnt 
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feftion*.  They  likewife  differed  fome  Medals  to  be 
ft  ruck  ;  in  which  their  Vanity  was  very  apparent.  For 
Indance,  becaufe  the  Triple- Alliance  had  given  a  Check 
to  the  Power  of  France^  and  their  Mediation  had  been 
accepted  in  the  Treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle ,  they  were 
pleafed  to  boad  of  giving  Peace  to  Europe ,  and  of  being 
Arbiters  among  contending  Princes.  Here,  however,  it 
mud  be  owned  that,  in  making  ^Var  at  this  Juncture* 
King  Charles  a&ed  under  the  Direction  of  French  Coun- 
cels.  He  had  about  him,  the  word  Set  of  Miniders  that 
ever  curfed  this,  or  perhaps  any  other  Nation.  Men  of 
different  Faiths,  (if  bad  States-men  have  any)  and  who 
agreed  only  in  promoting  thofe  Arbitrary  A£ts,  which, 
while  they  feemed  to  make  their  Mader  great,  in  reality 
ruined  his  and  exalted  their  Power.  This  infamous 
Crew,  for  (however  decked  with  Titles  by  their  Mader, 
no  Englijhman  will  tranfmit  their  Names  to  Poderity  with 
Honour)  were  then  called,  The  Cabal  :  and  thefe  enga¬ 
ged  the  King  to  liden  to  the  Propofitions  of  his  mod 
Chriftian  Majedy,  who,  as  he  had  before  deceived  him  to 
ferve  the  Dutch ,  fo  he  now  offered  to  deceive  the  Dutch , 
to  gratifie  King  Charles :  and  that  the  King  might  not  he- 
fitate  at  this  Step,  Louis  le  Grand ,  betrayed  his  Creature 
de  Wit ,  and  difcovered  a  Projedl  he  had  fent  him,  for  en¬ 
tering  into  an  offenfive  Alliance  againd  E?igland  j  which, 

with 


2  This  was  very  much  infilled  on  in  thofe  Days,  and  the 
rather,  becaufe  Things  of  a  like  Nature  were  prattifed  by  the 
Dutch  in  Ruffia,  and  other  Places.  As  to  the  Fail  before  us, 
we  have  a  long  Detail  of  it  in  Voyages  de  Jean  Baptifte  Taver¬ 
nier,  vol.  i.  p.  775.  It  is  mentioned  by  Bafnage,  and  de 
Neuville,  who  both  own,  that  it  was  a  bale  and  unjuftifiable 
Outrage.  Indead,  however,  of  attributing  this  to  the  Dutch 
Nation,  we  ought  in  Judice  to  refer  it  to  the  Spirit  of  the  de 
Wit-Miniftry,  which  was  its  true  Source. 
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t  ^ 

with  other  Articles  for  his  private  Advantage,  determined 
our  Prince  to  take  a  Step  prejudicial  to  the  Proteftant 
Intereff,  repugnant  to  that  of  the  Nation,  and  danger¬ 
ous  to  the  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe  a. 

By  Virtue  of  a  fecret  Treaty  with  France,  this  War 
was  to  end  in  the  total  Deffru&ion  of  the  Republic  of 
Holland.  Part  of  its  Dominions  was  to  be  added  to  thofe 
of  France,  and  the  reft  to  fall  to  the  Share  of  England. 
In  order  to  have  a  Pretence  for  breaking  with  them,  the 
Captain  of  The  Merlin- Yatch,  with  Sir  William  Temple's 
Lady  on  board,  had  Directions  to  pafs  through  the  Dutch 
Fleet,  and  on  their  not  ftriking  to  his  Flag,  was  com¬ 
manded  to  fire ;  which  he  did,  and  was  rewarded  for  it. 
The  Pretence  thus  fecured,  the  French  next  undertook 
to  lull  the  Dutch  alleep,  as  they  had  done  us,  when  our 
Ships  were  burnt  at  Chatham  ;  and  this  too  they  per¬ 
formed,  by  offering  their  Mediation  to  accommodate  that 
Difference  which  they  had  procured,  and  upon  which 
the  Execution  of  all  their  Schemes  depended.  Yet  de 
Wit  trufted  to  this ;  till,  as  the  Dupe  of  France ,  and  the 
Scourge  of  his  own  Nation,  he  fell  a  Sacrifice  to  the 
Fury  of  a  Free  People.  The  War  once  refolved  on. 
Sir  Robert  Holmes ,  who  began"  the  former  by  his  Repri- 
fals  in  Guinea,  had  Orders  to  open  this  too,  though 
without  any  previous  Declaration,  by  attacking  the  Smyr¬ 
na  Fleet  b. 

This. 


a  The  Cabal  was  a  Word  very  luckily  chofen,  fince  i£ 
was  compofed  of  the  initial  Letters  of  their  Titles,  which 
were  Clifford,  Afhley,  Buckingham,  Arlington  and  Lau¬ 
derdale.  As  to  the  juftice  of  my  Account  of  them,  the  Read¬ 
er  may  confult  Rennet,  Echard,  Rapin,  Temple,  Parker^ 
Burnet,  and  Carte’s  Life  of  the  Duke  of  Ormonde.  b  Rennet’s 
Com  pleat  Hiftoryof  England,  xo'.iii  p.  310  Philips,  Echard, 
Burhet,  Rapin.  ,  > 
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This  Squadron  of  his  Majefly’s  Ships  was  command¬ 
ed  by  Sir  Robert  Holmes ,  in  The  St.  Michael ,  as  Admiral  ; 
the  Earl  of  OJJory\  in  The  Refolution ,  as  Vice-Admiral; 
and  Sir  Fretcheville  Holies ,  as  Rear-Admiral,  in  The 
Cambridge.  They  cruifed  in  the  Channel  on  Purpofe 
to  execute  this  Scheme  ;  of  which,  however,  the  Dutch 
had  home  Notice,  and  fent  Advice-Boats  to  direct  their 
Fleet  to  fleer  Northwards.  But  this  Advice  came  too 
late  ;  for  they  were  already  fo  far  advanced,  that  it  was 
thought  more  dangerous  to  return  than  to  proceed,  and 
therefore  in  a  Council  of  War  it  was  refolved  to  hold  on 
their  Courfe.  On  the  13th  of  March ,  five  of  our  Fri¬ 
gates  fell  in  with  this  Fleet,  which  confifled  of  about 
fifty  Sail  of  Merchant-Ships,  and  fix  Men  of  War. 
When  the  Englijb  Veflels  came  near  them,  they  fired,  in 
order  to  make  them  flrike,  and  lower  their  Top-fails; 
which  they  refufed  to  do.  Upon  this,  the  Fight  be¬ 
gan,  which  lafled  till  Night,  and  was  renewed  the  next 
Morning,  when  the  Dutch  Fleet  was  in  a  Manner  ru¬ 
ined,  five  of  their  richefl  Merchant -men  were  taken* 
their  Rear-Admiral  was  boarded  by  Captain  John  Holmes * 
Brother  to  the  Admiral,  and  taken  ;  but  foon  after  funk* 
and  the  refl  of  the  Men  of  War,  were  very  rudely  hand¬ 
led.  The  Dutch  Hillorians,  however,  fet  a  good  Face  up¬ 
on  the  Matter,  and  fay,  that  their  Seamen  behaved  very 
bravely.  This  is  true  ;  but  they  buffered  deeply  for  all 
that  :  and  befides,  this  was  the  Beginning  of  Hoflilities; 
and  a  neceffary  Prelude  to  the  War.  So  The  States 
underflood  it,  and  immediately  dilpatched  Deputies 
hither,  and  to  the  French  King,  to  fue  for  Peace c. 

The 


c  Bafnage,  Annalcs  des  Provinces  Unies,  vol.  ii.  p.  193.  Le 
Clerc,  de  Neuviiie,  Pailips,  Kennet,  Echard,  Barchet,  Rapin. 
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In  this,  as  in  the  former  Difpute  with  the  Dutch ,  fuch 
Ships  as  had  been  detained  in  Port,  were  difmiffed  on 
both  Sides,  and  in  the  Midft  of  a  cruel  War,  the  Dutch 
profeffed  all  imaginable  Effeem  for  the  Englijh  Nation  t 
and,  on  the  other  hand.  King  Charles  offered  his  Royal 

Protection  to  fuch  as  thought  fit  to  quit  their  Country  in 

* 

its  prefent  calamitous  Situation,  and  take  Shelter  in  his 
Dominions.  The  War  was  folemnly  proclaimed,  on  the 
28th  of  March  1672,  in  the  Cities  of  London  and  Wejl- 
minjler  ;  and  great  Pains  were  taken  to  impofe  upon  the 
World,  a  grofs  and  ground lefs  Notion,  that  it  was 
undertaken  at  the  Inftance,  or  at  lead  with  the  Con¬ 
currence,  of  the  People  in  general :  whereas  they  knew 
their  Intereft  too  well,  not  to  difcern  how  little  this  Mea~ 
fure  agreed  with  it ;  and  therefore,  though  the  King 
had  then  a  Parliament  much  to  his  Mind,  yet  he  found 
it  extremely  difficult  to  obtain  Supplies :  while  the  Dutch 
in  the  midft  of  all  their  Miferies,  went  on  receiving  fixty 
Millions  of  their  Money  (which  is  between  five  and  fix 
Millions  of  ours)  annually  from  their  Subjedts.  So  great 
Difference  there  is  between  Taxes  levied  by  Authority, 
and  Money  chearfully  paid  to  preferve  the  Common¬ 
wealth  d. 

The  French  King,  that  he  might  feem  to  perform 
his  Treaty  with  the  Englijh  better  than  he  had  done  that 
with  the  Dutch ,  fent  the  Count  d’EJlrees ,  Vice-Admiral 
of  France ,  with  a  very  large  Squadron  to  join  the  Englijh 
Fleet.  He  arrived  at  St.  Helens  on  the  3d  of  May  ;  and 

immediately  afterwards,  the  King  went  down  to  P ortf- 

mouthy 


i 

d  Philips,  Kenner,  Burchet,  Rapin,  Bafnage^  le  Clerc,  de 
Neuville. 
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mouth ,  and,  to  (hew  his  Confidence  in  his  new  Ally* 
went  on  board  the  French  Admiral,  where  he  remained 
fome  Hours.  Our  Fleet  in  a  fhort  time  failed  to  the  Downs  , 
the  Duke  of  York  as  Admiral  wearing  the  Redy  and  the 
Earl  of  Sandwich  the  Blue:  foon  after,  the  French  Squa- 
dron  joined  them,  their  Admiral  having  the  White Flag; 
and  then  the  Fleet  confided  of  one  hundred  and  one  Sail 
of  Men  of  War,  befides  Fire-Ships  and  Tenders.  Of 
thefe  the  Englijh  had  fixty-five  Ships  of  War,  and  on 
board  them  4092  Pieces  of  Cannon,  and  23,530  Men. 
The  French  Squadron  confided  of  thirty-fix  Sail,  on 
board  of  which  were  1926  Pieces  of  Cannon,  and  a* 
bout  11,000  Men.  The  Dutch  in  the  mean  Time  were 
at  Sea  with  a  very  confiderable  Fleet,  confiding  of  9 1 
itout  Men  of  War,  54  Fire-Ships,  and  23  Yatchs. 
On  the  9th  of  May^  they  were  feen  of?  Dover ,  and  the 
13th  of  the  fame  Month  a  Dutch  Squadron  chafed  The 
Gloucejier  and  fome  other  Ships,  under  the  Cannon  of 
Sheer nefs  e€ 

The  Englijh  Fleet  were  at  Anchor  in  Solehay ,  on 
the  28th  of  May  when  the  Dutch  fell  in  with  them, 
and,  if  they  had  not  fpent  too  much  Time  in  Council, 


had  certainly  furprized  them.  As  it  was,  many  of  the 
Englijh  Captains  were  forced  to  cut  their  Cables,  in  or¬ 
der  to  get  Time  enough  into  the  Line.  The  Engage¬ 
ment  began  between  feven  and  eight  in  the  Morning, 
when  de  Buy  ter  attacked  the  Red  Squadron  in  the  Cen- 


Vol,  IL 


.,\lX  iS  gefgfy  and  indeed  with,  good  Reaforj 

that  Count  d  Eltrees  had  Orders  to  look  on  rather  than  light 

a  Conduct  agreeable  to  that  purfued  by  the  fame  Court  in  the 
former  War,  when  they  pretended  to  affift  the  Dutch:  as  the 
Reaeer  may  perceive,  by  comparing  what  is  litre  laid,  with 
ttie  Account  before  given,  p.  25.3,  &c.  * 
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ter,  and  engaged  the  Admiral,  on  board  of  which  was 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York ,  for  two  Hours, 
forcing  his  Highnefs  at  laft  to  remove  to  another 
Ship.  The  Dutch  Captain  Van  Brake!  attacked  the  Earl 
of  Sandwich  in  The  Royal  James \  and,  while  they  were 
engaged,  almoft  all  the  Squadron  of  Van  Ghent  fell  up¬ 
on  the  Earl’s  Ship.  His  Lordffiip  behaved  with  amazing 
Intrepidity,  killed  Admiral  Van  Ghent  himfelf,  funk, 
three  Fire-Ships  and  a  Man  of  War,  that  would  have 
laid  him  on  board ;  but  then,  having  loft  all  his  Officers 
and  two  thirds  of  his  Men,  his  battered  Ship  was  grap¬ 
pled,  and  feton  Fire  by  a  fourth  Fire-Ship.  Some  of  his 
Men  efcaped,  yet  the  Earl  continued  on  board  till  the 
Flames  furrounded  him,  and  jumped  through  them  into 
the  Sea  where  he  perifhed  ;  but  left  behind  him  a  Name 
immortal,  and  wThich  will  ever  be  revered  by  fuch  as 
efteem  the  Valour  of  an  Officer,  or  the  Integrity  of  a 
Patriot f. 

The  Death  of  their  Admiral,  with  the  furious  At¬ 
tack  of  part  of  the  Blue  Squadron,  coming  in  though 
too  late,  to  the  Earl  of  Sandwich's  Affiftance  threw 
this  part  of  the  Dutch  Fleet,  which  had  been  command¬ 
ed  by  Van  Ghent  into  Confufion,  and  forced  them  to 
Hand  off.  This  gave  an  Opportunity  for  the  Blue  Squa¬ 
dron  to  join  the  Red ,  and  to  affift  the  Duke  of  York , 
\vho  defer  ted  by  the  French ,  was  in  the  utmoft  Dan¬ 
ger  of  being  opprefled  by  the  Squadrons  of  de  Ruyter 
and  Banker t .  About  this  Time  Cornelius  Evertz  Vice- 
Admiral  of  Zeland ,  was  killed,  and  de  Ruyter  and  Alle- 


mond 


-  Philips,  Ken  net,  Burch  et,  Columna  Roftrata,  Bafnage,  Le 
Clerc,  de  Neuville. 
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mond  narrowly  efcaped  being  burnt  by  Fire-Ships:  but 
when  the  Englijb  thought  themfelves  fecure  of  Victory* 
the  fcattered  Squadron  of  Van  Ghent  came  in  to  the  Af- 
fiftanceof  their  Countrymen,  and  again  rendered  doubt¬ 
ful  the  Fortune  of  the  Day  g. 

All  this  Time  the  French  who  compofed  the  White 
Squadron,  inflead  of  Seconding  the  Efforts  of  the  Eng - 
lijb>  kept  as  far  out  of  Danger  as  they  could,  and  left 
our  Fleet  to  fuffun  the  whole  Force  of  the  Enemy, 
at  a  Disadvantage  of  three  to  two.  But,  notwithfland- 
ing  this  vaff  Inequality  of  Numbers,  the  Fight  conti¬ 
nued  with  great  Obhinacy  till  towards  the  Evening, 
when  Vi&ory  declared  itfelf  for  the  Englifh .  Five  or 
fix  of  the  Enemies  Fire-Ships  were  funk  by  an  Englijh 
Man  of  W, ar,  and  Sir  JoJeph  Jordan  of  the  Bine  Squa¬ 
dron,  having  the  Advantage  of  the  Wind,  pierced  through 
the  Dutch  Fleet,  and  put  it  into  the  utmoff  Confufion* 
while  a  hire-Ship  clapped  their  Admiral  de  Ruyter  on 
board,  and  it  was  with  greai.  Difficulty  that  he  efcaped 
being  burnt  or  taken.  As  it  grew  dark,  de  Ruyter  col- 
ledling  his  Fleet  in  the  belt  Order  he  could,  fought: 
retreating,  and,  as  the  bell  Dutch  Hiflorians  fay,  quitted 
the  Place  of  Fight,  and  fleered  Northwards  h. 

A  s  the  French  Ting  had  by  this  Time  over-run  a 
great  Part  of  their  Country,  the  States  by  the  Advice 
of  de  Wit  (whofe  Brother  had  been  prefent  in  this  Fjght, 
feated  under  a  Canopy,  as  if  he  had  been  a  Sovereign 
Prince)  affumed  to  themfelves  the  Honour  of  beating 
the  Englijh .  However,  they  were  fo  modeff  as  to  make 


e :  Bafnage  Annales  de s  Provinces  Unies,  vol.  i  1.  p.  207,  2og 
-  P*  209  Feveo  van  de  Ruyter,  p .  675.  de  Neuville. 
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no  Rejoicings  for  this  fuppofed  Victory  ,  and  theDiftrefs 
their  Affairs  were  in,  might  well  excufe  their  Departure 
on  this  Occafion  from  Truth.  Their  People  were  al¬ 
ready  difpofed  to  deftroy  their  Governors,  through  Mad- 
nefs  at  the  Sight  of  the  Cruelties  exercifed  by  the 
French-,  and  if  to  thefe  there  had  been  joined  the  News 
of  a  Defeat  at  Sea,  one  can  fcarce  conceive  how  the 
Republic  could  have  been  preferved.  As  it  was,  the 
Populace  infulted  Cornelius  de  Wit  on  his  Return,  and 
framing  to  themfelves  an  imaginary  Quarrel  between 
him  and  de  Ruyter ,  would  willingly  have  killed  him  for 
an  Offence  he  never  committed  A. 

The  Englijh, ,  on  the  other  Hand,  had  all  the  Marks 
that  could  be  defired  of  a  dear-bought  Victory.  1  hey 
carried  off  Fhe  Staveven,  a  large  Dutch  Man  of  Vfarj 
whereas  the  Enemy  took  none  of  ours.  They  kept 
their  Poft  while  de  Ruyter  made  the  belt  of  his  Way 
home.  All  our  Relations  made  the  Victory  clear,  though 
not  of  any  great  Confequence  $  while  de  Ruyter 
himfelf,  in  his  Letter  to  the  States ,  did  not  fo  much  as 
claim  it,  but  rather  the  contrary.  Cornelius  de  Wit ,  in¬ 
deed,  was  of  another  Opinion;  but  therein  his  Intereft 
dictated,  rather  than  his  Judgment.  The  only  Objecti¬ 
on  that  could  be  made  to  our  Claim  was,  not  follow¬ 
ing  the  Dutch  to  their  own  Coafts ,  anu,  if  we  confider 
the  Behaviour  of  the  French  in  the  Battel,  this  will 
appear  no  Objection  at  all.  As  to  the  Lofs,  it  was 
pretty  equal  on  both  Sides.  We  had  four  Men  of  War 
funk  or  difabled,  but  they  were  fmall  Ships ;  whereas 

the  Dutch  loft  three  of  the  belt  in  their  Fleet ;  one  funk, 

another 
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another  burnt,  and  the  third  taken :  a  fourth  called  The 
Great  Holland ,  commanded  by  the  brave  Captain  Bra - 
kell ,  was  entirely  ruined.  As  for  the  French ,  notivith- 
itanding  all  their  Caution,  they  loft  two  Men  of  War, 
and  their  Rear-Admiral  Mr.  de  la  Rabiniere .  Of 
Perfons  of  Note,  befides  the  Earl  of  Sandwich ,  there 
were  ftain  Captain  of  The  Henry ,  Captain  Pearce 

of  The  St.  George ,  Captain  JVaterworth  of  Ann^ 
Sir  Fretcheville  Holies  who  commanded  The  Cambridge , 
Sir  .ftw  of  Tfo  Prince ,  and  Captain  Hannam  of 
Triumph .  Of  our  Voluntiers,  there  fell  the  Lord 
Maidjlone ,  Mr.  Montague ,  Sir  Philip  Carteret ,  Sir 
Charles  Harboard ,  two  of  the  Duke  of  Gentle¬ 
men  of  the  Bed-chamber,  Mr.  Trevaman ,  and  many 
others.  Of  private  Men,  about  2500  were  killed,  and 
as  many  wounded.  The  Dutch  did  not  think  fit  to 
publifh  any  Lift,  though  their  Lofs  without  Queftion 
was  as  great ;  iince  zfc  Ruyter  fays  in  his  Letter,  it  was 

the  hardeft  fought  Battel  he  ever  faw  k. 

* 

Most  of  our  Writers,  even  of  Naval  Hiftory,  pafs 
over  in  Silence  the  remaining  Service  performed  in  this 
Years  becaufe  it  did  not  anfwer  the  mighty  Expecta¬ 
tions  of  the  Miniftry,  by  whom  the  moil  ianguine 
Schemes  were  contrived.  But,  as  Truth  ought  on  all 
Occafions  to  be  preferred  to  every  Thing,  fo  I  think  my- 
felf  obliged  to  report  fairly  the  extravagant  Defigns  in 
which  we  embarked,  and  the  Means  by  which  we  were 
difappointed,  not  more  perhaps  to  our  Neighbours  Advan¬ 
tage  than  our  own  3  for  when  Wars  made  by  Princes  are 

U  3  againft 


k  Philips,  Kennet,  Echard,  Butcher,  Rapin,  Hiftory  of  the. 
Dutch  War. 
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again  ft  the  Intereft  of  their  People,  it  often  happens  that 
a  Difappointment  of  the  former,  proves  a  kind  of  Vic¬ 
tory  to  the  latter  \ 

On  the  Return  of  the  Dutch  Fleet  to  their  own 
Coafts,  it  was  laid  up  for  want  of  Gunpowder,  that 
which  was  on  board  being  fent  to  the  Army,  The 
States  perceiving  their  Authority  almoft  loft,  and  their 
Country  on  the  very  Brink  of  Ruin,  refolved  once 
more  to  try  the  Force  of  Entreaties,  with  which  View 
they  fent  four  Deputies  to  England ,  and  as  many  to  the 

i 

‘ French  King.  The  Bufinefs  of  the  former  was  to 
fhew  the  Danger  of  the  Proteftant  Religion,  the  ap- 
preaching  Ruin  of  the  Balance  of  Europe ,  and  the  ill 
Confequences  which  mu  ft  follow,  even  to  England  it- 
felf,  from  the  further  Profecution  of  the  War.  As  to 
the  latter,  they  were  charged  to  offer  any  Satisfaction  tet 
his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  that  he  fhould  be  pleafed  tore- 
quire.  The  Arrival  of  the  Deputies  in  England  had  very 
different  Effedfs ;  it  alarmed  the  Court,  and  filled  the  Na¬ 
tion  with  Concern.  The  King,  who  was  then  in  the 
Hands  of  the  Cabal,  treated  them  with  a  Haughtinefs 
as  little  agreeable  to  his  Temper,  as  it  ill  fuited  his 
Dignity.  Inftead  of  hearing  and  giving  them  an  An- 
fwer  in  Perfon,  as  he  was  wont  on  fuch  Applications, 
he  was  pleafed  to  fend  four  of  the  Cabal  to  confer 

with 


■  Mr.  Philips,  in  his  Continuation  of  Heath’s  Chronicle,  men¬ 
tions  our  Fleet  miffing  the  Dutch  Eaft-India  Ships,  p.  5^7* 
but  fpeaks  not  a  Word  of  this  Jnvafion.  Bilhop  Rennet  is 
p.lfo  entirely  iiient ;  and  Burchet,  becaufe  there  was  nothing 
dene,  feems  unwilling  to  let  his  Readers  know  there  was  any 
Thing  intended.  Mr.  Colliber,  in  his  Columna  Roftrata,  relates 
the  Matter  fairly,  but  iu  very  few  Words,  p.  227. 
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with  them,  in  order  to  know  what  Propofals  they  had 
to  make,  and  afterwards  fent  over  with  them  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham's  the  Earl  of  Arlington ,  and  the  Vi  [count 
Hallifax  into  Holland ,  as  if  he  intended  to  treat  there ; 
whereas  the  true  Delign  was  to  be  rid- of  the  Deputies, 
the  Sight  of  whom  drew  the  Companion  of  the  Na¬ 
tion,  who  confidered  the  Dutch  no  longer  as  their  Ri¬ 
vals  in  Trade,  but  as  a  Proteftant  People,  facrificed  to 
a  French  and  Popijh  Intereft  m.  On  the  Arrival  of  thefe 
Lords  in  Holland's  they  made  moft  extravagant  De¬ 
mands.  Such  as  ten  Millions  of  Guilders  for  the  Ex¬ 
pence  of  the  War,  an  annual  Tribute  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  for  the  Liberty  of  fifliing,  the  perpetual  Stad- 
holderfhip  for  the  Prince  of  Orange ,  and  his  Iffiie  Male. 
All  thefe  were  moderate  Articles  to  the  reft;  for  they 
infifred  on  a  Share  in  their  Eajl- India  Trade,  the  Pof- 
feffion.  of  the  City  of  Sluys  in  Flanders ,  and  the  Iflands 
of  Cadzantj  IValcheren ,  Goeree  and  Voorn .  After  the 
Propofal  of  thefe  intolerable  Conditions,  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham  and  the  Earl  of  Arlington.,  deferting  their 
Collegue,  went  away  to  the  French  Camp,  and  there 
concluded  an  Agreement,  in  the  Name  of  their  own 

U  4  Prince, 


m  I  have  entered  farther  into  this  Matter  than  I  fhould  o- 
therwife  have  done,  for  two  Pveafons.  Firil,  this  was  the 
grand  Expedition,  and  had  it  taken  effect;  would  have  put  an 
End  to  the  War,  and  to  the  Republic  of  Holland.  Lewis  XIV. 
was  in  Utrecht, the  Bilhop  of  Munfler  before  Groningen,and  had 
the  Englifh  landed,  the  Zelanders  were  inclined  to  fubmit.  Se¬ 
condly,  this  was  apparently  the  favourite  Scheme  of  the  Cabal. 
Shaftefbury  at  home  preached  up  the  Deftru&ion  of  Holland. 
Buckingham  and  Arlington  were  abroad,  intent  on  putting  his 
Lo&rine  in  Pra&ice.  This  Attempt  therefore  was  CriticaJ, 
and  its  Mifcarriage  faved  Holland  certainly,  Britain  confequen- 
tially,  and  probably  ail  Europe, 
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Prince,  without  his  Inftrudions,  with  the  French  King . 
the  principal  Point  of  which  was,  that  neither  (hould 
make  a  feparate  Peace  with  the  Dutch  n.  As  for  the 
Deputies  fent  to  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  they  were 
talked  to  in  the  Stile  of  a  Conqueror,  and  fo  fent  back 
to  fpread  Defpair  through  their  Country  ;  which  they 
did  io  effectually,  that  the  Inhabitants  drew  from  thence 
their  Safety :  for,  feeing  no  Hopes  of  living  better  than 
in  Slavery,  they  generoufly  refolved  to  lay  afide  all  Tre- 
ties,  and  to  die  free  °. 

In  the  mean  Time  the  French  and  Englijh  Fleets, 
being  perfectly  refitted,  and  the  latter  having  taken  on 
board  a  large  Body  of  Land-Forces,  failed  again  for  the 
Dutch  Coaffs,  with  a  Deffgn  to  make  a  Defcent  on 
iand,  the  only  Province  into  which  the  French  had  not 
carried  their  Arms  by  Land.  Here  they  found  the 
Dutch  Fleet;  but  not  thinking  proper  to  attack  them 
among  the  Sands,  they  deferred  the  Execution  of  their 
Defigns,  and  blocked  up  the  Maefe  and  Tex  el ;  which  de 
Ruyter  (having  ftriCt  Orders  from  the  States  not  to 
hazard  a  Battel)  though  he  faw  with  Concern,  yet 
wanted  Power  to  prevent.  The  Duke  of  York  was  re~ 
fglved  to  debark  on  the  Texel  p  the  Body  of  Troops 

on 


n  This  whole  Affair  is  very  fairly  dated  in  the  Compleat 
Hiilory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  3  1  5 — 318.  where  from  Secre¬ 
tary  Coventry’s  Remarks,  it  looks  as  if  thefe  Lords  a6ted  in 
their  Negotiation  with  the  French  King,  rather  as  Deputies 
from  the  Cabal,  than  as  Ambaffadors  from  Charles  II.  and 
from  what  followed,  one  would  imagine  the  King  too  faw 
their  Conduct  in  this  Light.  0  Bafnage,  Le  Clerc,  de 

Neuville,  Vie  de  Tromp,  du  Mont,  &c.  p  The  Texel, 
though  a  fmall  Ifland,  is  yet  the  moil  confiderable  of  thofe 
which,  lying  in  a  ftraight  Line  in  the  German  Ocean,  cover  the 
jjyjgiith  of  the  JZuyder-see, 
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on  board  his  Fieet.  The  Occafion  was  favourable  in  all 
Refpefts  ;  the  French ,  and  the  Bilhop  of  Munjier ,  were 
in  the  Heart  of  the  Dutch  Territories,  fo  that  no  great 
Force  could  be  drawn  together  to  refill  them  on  Shore ; 
and  the  Coaft  was  fo  low  and  flat,  that  it  looked  as  if 
nothing  but  a  fuperior  Force  could  have  fecured  the 
Dutch  from  this  Invaflon,  It  was  the  third  of  July  this 
Refolution  was  taken  ;  and  it  was  intended  that  their 
Forces  fhould  have  landed  the  next  Flood.  But  Provi¬ 
dence  interpofed  in  Favour  of  a  Free  People,  and  faved* 
them  from  a  Yoke  which  feemed  already  to  prefs  their 
Necks,  The  Ebb,  inftead  of  fix,  continued  twelve 
Hours,  which  defeated  the  intended  Defcent  for  that 
Time ;  and  the  Storm  that  rofe  the  Night  following, 
forced  the  Fleet  out  to  Sea,  where  they  ftruggled  for 
fome  Time  with  very  foul  Weather,  and,  the  Oppor¬ 
tunity  being  quite  loft,  returned  without  performing  any 
thing  to  the  Englijh  Shore.  The  Dutch  Clergy  magnifi¬ 
ed  this  Accident  into  a  Miracle  ;  and  though  fome  of  our 
Writers  have  thereupon  arraigned  them  of  Superftiiion, 
yet  I  mull  own,  that  I  think  their  Excefs  of  Piety  in  this 
Refpedl,  very  pardonable;  efpecially  if  we  confider,  there 
could  not  be  a  higher  Stroke  of  Policy,  at  that  Time, 
than  toperfuadea  Nation,  ftruggling  againft  fuperior  Ene¬ 
mies,  they  were  particularly  favoured  by  Heaven 

After 


a  Bafnage  Annales  de  Provinces  Unies,  vol.  ii.  p.  264. 
Where  this  extraordinary  Accident  is  juftly  dated,  and  fairly 
accounted  for.  The  Wonder  did  not  confift  fo  much  in  an  Ebb 
of  twelve  Hours,  as  in  the  Time  in  which  it  happened;  for 
though  the  like  has  fallen  out,  before  and  fince,  about  the  E- 
quinoxes,  yet  in  July  it  never  happened  but  at  this  Juncture, 
when  the  (welling  of  the  Waters  in  th,e  T,  and  the  Zuyder- 
&ee  repelled  the  Flood, 
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After  this  Difappointment,  there  was  no  other 
Action  thought  of  at  Sea  for  this  Year,  except  the  fend¬ 
ing  Sir  Edward  Spragge ,  with  a  Squadron,  to  difturb  the 
Dutch  Herring-Fifhery ;  which  he  performed  with  a  Mo¬ 
deration  that  became  fo  great  a  Man,  contenting  himfelf 
with  taking  one  of  their  Vellels,  when  he  law  that  was 
fufhcient  to  difperfe  the  reft  r.  But  while  the  War  teem¬ 
ed  to  flumber  in  Europe ,  it  raged  fufficiently  in  the  Weft 
and  Eaft-Indies. 

Sir  Tobias  Bridges ,  with  five  or  fix  Ships,  and  a  Re¬ 
giment  of  Foot  from  Barbadoes ,  made  himfelf  Mafter 

i , 

of  the  Ifland  of  Tobago ,  taking  about  four  hundred  Pri- 
foners,  and  five  hundred  Slaves.  On  the  other  Side, 
the  Dutch ,  with  five  or  fix  hundred  Men,  poflefled  them- 
felves  of  the  Ifland  of  St.  Helena ,  lying  off  the  Coaft 
of  Africa :  for  the  Fort  not  being  defenfible  on  the  Land- 
Side,  the  Englift  Governor  and  his  People,  after  hav¬ 
ing  feveral  Times  repulled  the  Enemy,  retired  with  all 
their  moft  valuable  Effedis  on  board  fome  Englift  and 
French  Ships,  as  finding  it  impofiible  to  preferve  the 
Ifland  after  their  Landing.  But  Commodore  Mondy ,  be- 
ing  fent  with  four  Men  of  War  to  convoy  the  Englift 
Eaft-  India  fleet,  and  perceiving  on  his  Arrival  at  St, 
Helena ,  what  had  happened,  refolved  to  attempt  to  re¬ 
take  it :  Fie  was  the  rather  induced  to  take  this  Refolu- 
tion,  from  h;s  want  of  frefii  Water.  Accordingly,  land¬ 
ing  fome  Men  on  that  Side  of  the  Ifland  which  is 
moft  acceflible,  and  at  the  fame  Time  attacking  the  Fort 
with  his  Ships,  he  eafily  fucceeded  in  his  Defign.  The 
Ifland  being  thus  retaken,  it  lerved  the  Englft  as  a  Net 

to 
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to  inclofe  and  take  the  Enemy’s  Ships,  for  a  Dutch  Eajl - 
India- Ship,  called  "the  Europe ,  coming  to  St.  Helena,  with 
a  new  Governor  on  board,  was  feized.  And  loon  after, 
fix  others  appearing  in  the  Sight  of  the  Ifland,  the  Englijh 
Commodore,  the  better  to  confirm  them  in  the  Opinion 
that  their  Countrymen  were  ftill  in  Pofleflion,  caufed 
the  Dutch  Flag  to  be  difplayed  from  the  Fort;  'which 
Stratagem  had  fo  good  Effect,  that  the  Eajl-India  Ships  ap¬ 
proaching  nearer,  their  Vice-Admiral  and  Rear-Admiral 
were  taken,  with  an  immenfe  Quantity  of  Silver  on 
board  ;  as  would  the  others  likewife  have  been,  had  not 
the  Englijh  difeovered  themfelves  fomewhat  too  foon. 
On  the  other  fide,  the  Hollanders ,  who  attempted  the 
Ifland  Bombay ,  were  beaten  off  with  great  Lofs :  But 

near  Mafalpatnam ,  thirteen  Dutch  Men  of  War  and 

» 

fome  other  Veflels  being  fomewhat  raflily  engaged  by 
ten  Englijh  Men  of  War  and  Merchant  Ships,  there 
happened  a  long  and  bloody  Fight,  which  ended  with 
the  Death  of  the  Dutch  Vice-Admiral  John  Frederick  fin , 
and* the  taking  three  Englijh  Merchant-Ships.  So  that  the 
Lofs  of  the  twTo  Nations  was  pretty  equal,  though  poflibly 
the  Dutch  efteem  themfelves  Gainers.  All  the  Time 
Commerce  fuffered  exceedingly  on  both  Sides.  Planta¬ 
tions  were  ruined ;  and  the  French ,  who,  before  this  War, 
had  neither  Skill  in  Navigation,  nor  in  the  Art  of  Fight¬ 
ing  at  Sea,  as  their  own  Writers  confefs,  improved  in 
both,  at  the  Expence  of  Britain  and  Holland .  Thus 
their  End  was  plainly  anfwered,  while  the  Maritime  Pow¬ 
ers  were  fighting  as  much  againft  their  Inclinations,  as 
their  Intereft,  as  it  is  neceflary  for  us  to  fhew s. 

As 
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As  the  Rancour  which  the  Dutch  had  {hewn  againft 
the  Englijh ,  and  their  mod  unjuftifiable  Behaviour  in 
refped  to  the  King’s  Perfon,  were  not  fo  much  owing 
to  their  own  Prejudices  as  to  the  Arts  of  the  de  TVitsy 
and  as  they  plainly  faw,  that  this  War,  and  all  its  Mi- 
feries,  came  upon  them  through  the  Vanity  of  their 
Governors,  and  from  the  Refentment  King  Charles  dill 
had  for  the  Adion  at  Chatham ,  contrived  by  John ,  and 
executed  by  Cornelius  De  Wit ;  fo  they  turned  their 
Rage  upon  thefe  two  Brothers,  and  the  reft  of  their 
Fadion,  obliged  the  States  to  repeal  the  perpetual  Edid, 
which  followed  the  Conclufion  of  the  laft  War,  and 
took  away  the  Office  of  Stadtholder  for  ever ;  advanced 
the  Prince  of  Orange  to  that  high  Dignity,  and  foon 
after,  in  a  Fit  of  popular  Fury,  barbaroufly  murdered 
the  de  Wits,  as  if  the  Blood  of  thefe  Men  could  have 
reftored  that  Peace,  which,  but  for  their  Schemes  had 
never  been  loft.  Nay,  to  {hew  how  throughly  they  were 
cured  of  thofe  fatal  Prepoffeffions  which  had  brought 
upon  them  the  Naval  Force  of  fo  potent  a  Neighbour, 
the  People  on  the  firft  Arrival  of  the  Englijh  Ambafla- 
dors,  thronged  about  them,  and  cried  out,  God  blcfs  the 
King  of  England  !  God  blefs  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and 
the  Devil  take  the  States.  They  hoped,  and  with  great 
Reafon,  that  thefe  Teftimonies  of  their  fincere  Defire  of 
Peace,  the  Ruin  of  the  Lovefein  Fadion,  and  the  Ad¬ 
vancement  of  his  Nephew  the  Prince  of  Orange ,  would 
have  pacified  our  King ;  and  they  were  infinitely  con¬ 
cerned  when  they  found  themfelves  miftaken,  They 
did  not,  however,  as  before,  vent  their  Spleen  in  vio¬ 
lent  Ads  of  Perfonal  Malice,  or  Difrefped  towards  the 
King  3  but  contented  themfelves  with  carrying  on  the 

War 
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War  with  Courage  and  Refolution,  and  at  the  fame 
Timev  omitted  no  Opportunity  of  fignifying  their  ear¬ 
ned  Delire  of  Peace h 

In  England ,  the  Credit  of  the  Cabal,  which  had 
been  long  loft  with  the  People,  began  to  decline  with 
the  King  ;  and  the  Parliament,  though  very  loyal,  yet 
in  granting  a  large  Supply  to  the  King,  would  not  own 
the  Dutch  War;  but  in  granting  it,  borrowed  an 
Expreflion  from  the  King’s  Speech,  and  declared  it  to 
be  for  the  King’g  extraordinary  Occafions.  They  like- 
wile  fell  warmly  upon  Matters  of  Religion,  and  palled 
an  Act,  fince  fufficiently  famous,  under  the  Title  of 
the  Tejl-A€ty  which  putting  it  out  of  the  Power  of  Pa- 
pifts  to  continue  in  any  public  Employments,  Lord  Clifford 
was  foon  after  obliged  to  quit  the  Treafury,  and  the  Duke 
of  York  immediately  declined  the  Command  of  the  Fleet. 
Thefe  were  Changes  which  had  a  natural  Tendency  to 
bring  Things  about  again  to  their  proper  Places :  yet  the 
Dutch  War  was  carried  on  for  another  Year,  through 

t 

the  Influences  of  their  Councils  who  began  it ;  and, 
which  muft  appear  extremely  odd  to  any  Man  who  is 
a  Stranger  to  the  Artspraftifed  in  Courts,  the  very  Peo¬ 
ple  who  promoted  the  War,  fecretly  pra&ifed  the  De¬ 
feat  of  thofe  Meafures  by  which  alone  it  could  be  pur-  ' 
fued  with  Honour.  For  this  I  know  no  Reafons  that 
have  been  aftigned  ;  and  therefore  I  venture  to  fpeak 
my  own  Opinion,  that  it  proceeded  horn  a  Ddire  in 
the  Miniftry  to  gain  a  Pretence  tor  making  a  Peace 
from  feme  Want  of  Succefs  in  the  War,  when  it  was 
to  be  carried  on  under  the  Command  of  Prince  Ruperty 
who,  though  he  was  too  wife  to  be  foqd  of  this  Ser¬ 
vice, 

*  Bafnage,  Wicquefort,  le  Cierc,  Hiftoire.  de  Corn,  et  Jean 
ds  Wit,  de  Neuville,  du  Mont. 
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vice,  was  yet  too  honed:,  and  too  brave  a  Man  to  neg- 
ledt  his  Duty  u. 

Notwithstanding  it  was  refolved  early  in  the  Year 
1673,  that  Prince  Rupert  fliould  command  the  Fleet,  yet 
no  Care  was  taken  to  fit  it  out  in  Time,  and  much  lefs  to 
furnifh  him  with  fuch  >  Officers  as  were  agreeable  to 
him.  Sir  Robert  Holmes  was  laid  afide,  though  former¬ 
ly  fo  much  careffed,  merely  becaufe  he  was  in  his  High- 
nefs’s  Favour,  and  Sir  Edward  Spragge  fent  in  his  Head ; 
who  not  long  after  went  into  France  on  a  fecret  Com- 
miffion,  without  Prince  Rupert's  knowing  any  thing  of 
his  Bufinefs.  With  the  like  View,  Sir  John  Harman 
wras  appointed  his  Vice-Admiral,  -when  he  was  known 
to  have  furvivea  the  great  Abilities  he  once  had  ;  and 
befides,  was  fo  ill  of  the  Gout  when  he  went  on  board, 
that  he  was  not  able  to  move  either  Hand  or  Foot,  or 
fo  much  as  to  Fir  out  of  his  Cabbin.  The  Prince  ex- 
poftulated  in  vain  on  thefe  and  •  many  other  Hardships, 
of  which  he  could  obtain  no  Redrefs ;  and  therefore  in 
the  beginning  of  the  Month  of  April,  hearing  the 
Dutch  Fleet  was  at  Sea,  and  intended  to  come  and  link 
many  Hulks  filled  with  Lead  and  Stones  in  the  Mouth 
of  the  River,  he  with  much  Induftry  got  together  as 
many  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  Rate  Ships  as  he  could, 
and  with  fome  Fire-Ships,  failed  out  and  prevented 
them.  About  the  Middle  of  May ,  the  Fleet,  though 
indifferently  provided,  was  ready  for  the  Sea ;  but  then 
the  great  Difficulty  was,  how  to  join  our  good  Allies, 

the 
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Parker’s  Kiilory  of  his  own  Times.  Rennet,  Echard,  Burchet, 
Rapin. 
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the  French ,  who  were  then  at  Breft ,  and  who  frankly  de¬ 
clared,  that  they  were  refolved  not  to  ftir  till  our  Fleet 
was  in  the  Channel.  As  the  Dutch  laboured  Day  and 
Night  to  ftrengthen  their  Navy,  his  Highnefsfaw  the  Ne- 
ceftity  of  joining  the  French  early,  and  as  a  Proof  of  his 
high  Courage,  as  well  as  great  Skill  in  Maritime  Affairs, 
he  palled  in  fpight  of  the  Enemy,  then  riding  at  the  Gun- 
Fleets  through  the  PafTage  called  The  Narrozv ,  and  this 
too  againft  the  Wind ;  which  fo  furprized  the  Dutch ,  that, 
feeing  the  End  of  their  lying  there  loft,  they  failed  back 
to  their  own  Ports  w. 

The  Defign  of  our  Court  was  the  fame  this  Year 
that  it  had  been  the  Jaft,  that .  is  to  fay,  to  make  a  De- 
fcent  on  the  Dutch  Coaft ;  and  with  this  View,  there 
were  a  conftderable  Number  of  Land-Troops  put  on 
board  the  Navy.  His  Majefty  and  his  Royal  Highnels 
the  Duke  of  York ,  vifited  the  Fleet  on  the  19  th  of  May , 
and  in  a  Council  of  War  held  in  their  Prefence,  it  was 
refolved  to  attack  the  Enemy  upon  their  own  Coaft  in 
cafe  they  could  not  be  provoked  to  quit  it.  In  Purfuance 
of  this  Refolution,  Prince  Rupert  flood  over  towards 

1  _ 

the  Coaft  of  Holland ,  and  found  de  Ruyter  with  the 
Dutch  Fleet,  riding  within  the  Sands  at  Schonevelt ,  in  a 
Line  between  the  Rand  and  the  Stony  Bank,  which  was 
a  very  advantages  Situation  ;  but  his  Highnefs  perfift- 
ed  in  his  Refolution  of  attacking  them.  On  the  28th 
in  the  Morning,  about  nine  o’Clock,  a  detached  Squa- 

(  X 

dron. 


"  An  exad  Relation  of  all  the  Engagements,  and  Aftions 
Of-  his  Majefty  s  Fleet,  under  .the  Command  of  his  Highnefs 

Iiince  Rupeit,  arid  of  all  Circumftances  concerning  this  Sum- 
mer’s  Expedition  (673,  written  by  a  Perfon  in  Command  in 
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dron  of  35  Frigates  and  13  Fire-Ships,  were  fent  to 
draw  the  Enemy  out,  which  was  very  eafily  done  ;  for 
de  Ruyter  prefently  advanced  in  good  Order*  and  the 
Englijh  light  Ships  retreating,  put  their  own  Fleet  in 
fome  Diforder.  This  Engagement  happened  on  very 
unequal  Terms :  the  Confederate  Fleet  confided  of  84 
Men  of  War,  befides  Fire-Ships,  divided  into  three 
Squadrons,  under  the  Command  of  Prince  Rupert , 
Count  d’EJlrees,  and  Sir  Edward  Spragge.  The  Dutch 
were  fcarce  70  Men  of  ^War  and  Frigates,  under  de 

Ruyter ,  Tromp  and  Banlert  x. 

Most  of  our  own,  and  the  Dutch  Hiftorians  agree, 
that  the  Englijh,  to  prevent  the  French  from  running 
away,  as  they  did  before,  intermixed  their  Ships  now 
with  their  own  :  but  in  the  Account  publilhed  under 
the  Direction  of  Prince  Rupert ,  the  Thing  is  put  in 
quite  another  Light ;  for  there  it  is  laid,  that  the  French 
made  little  or  no  Sail,  but  kept  in  the  Rear,  though 
they  faw  the  Dutch  Fleet  ftretch  to  the  North.  By 
twelve  in  the  Morning,  the  detached  Squadron  before- 
mentioned,  engaged  Van  Tromp,  and  foon  after  the 
Prince  engaged  de  Ruyter  almoft  two  Hours  before  the 
French  began  to  fight  at  all.  Then,  fays  the  fame  Re¬ 
lation,  Count  d'EJlrees  engaged  de  Ruyter ,  but  quickly 
left  him  :  neither  did  de  Ruyter  follow  r,  but  went  to 
the  Affiftance  of  Tromp ,  whom  he  very  feafonably  re¬ 
lieved,  which  put  an  End  to  the  Feuds  long  fubfifting 

between 


*  Kennet,  Burchet,  Columna  Roilrata,  Bafnnge,  de  Neuvil  ef 
Vie  de  Ruyter,  P.  Daniel,  y  An  exaft  Relation  of  the  Attiorr* 
of  the  Fleet  under  Prince  Rupert,  p.  8,  9.  Philips  s  hr®* 
nick,  p.  592. 
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between  them.  The  Battel  was  very  hard-fought  on 
both  Sides,  infomuch,  that  Tromp  fhifted  his  Flag  four 
Times,  from  The  Golden- Lion  to  The  Prince  on  Horfe - 
back)  from  The  Prince  on  Horfeback  to  The  Amjlerdatn , 
and  from  The  Amjlerdam  to  The  Comet ;  from  on  board 
which  he  dated  his  Letter  to  The  States  in  the  Evening. 
Sir*  Edward  Spragge  and  the  Earl  of  OJJory  diftinguifli- 
ed  themfelves  on  our  Side  by  their  extraordinary  Cou¬ 
rage  and  Condudt.  Prince  Rupert  alfo  performed  Won¬ 
ders,  confidering  that  his  Ship  was  in  a  very  bad  Con¬ 
dition,  and  took  in  fo  much  Water  at  her  Ports,  that 

* 

(he  could  not  fire  her  lower  Tire.  The  Battel  Jafted 
till  Night,  and  then  the  Dutch  are  faid  to  have  retired  be¬ 
hind  their  Sands  z. 

Both  Sides,  however,  claimed  the  Vidlory,  de  Ruy - 
ter  in  his  Letter  to  the  Prince  of  Orange  fays.  We  judge 
abfolutely ,  that  the  Victory  is  on  the  Side  of  this  State ,  and 
of  your  Highnefs .  Tromp  carried  the  Matter  farther, 
and  reported  the  Englijh  to  have  loft  ten  or  twelve 
Ships.  Prince  Rupert  in  his  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Ar¬ 
lington  fays,  1  thought  it  beft  to  ceafe  the  Purfuit ,  and 
anchor  where  I  now  am.  As  to  the  Lofs  on  both  Sides 
in  this  Battel,  it  is  reported  the  Dutch  loft  Vice-Admi¬ 


ral  Schram ,  Rear-Admiral  Vlugh^  and  fix  of  their  Cap¬ 


tains,  had  one  Ship  difabled,  which  was  loft  in  her  Re¬ 
treat.  On  our  Side  fell  the  Captains  Fowls  y  Finch y 
Tempeft ,  and  Worden:  Colonel  Hamilton  had  his  Legs 


fhot  off,  and  we  had 
ther  funk  or  taken, 
dudt  of  the  French , 

Vo  l.  II. 


only  two  Ships  difabled,  none  ei- 
The  great  Doubt  is  as  to  the  Con- 
Our  Writers  are  pofitive,  that 
^ ,  they 

win  ■  ■  wi  ■ii'Iucli^b— 1.— - . 
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they  behaved  as  ill  as  they  did  before;  but  the  Dutch 
Authors  fay,  they  fought  very  bravely.  The  Truth  feerns 
to  be,  that  the  briflceft  of  the  French  Officers  made  it 
their  Choice  to  fight  among  the  Englijh ,  where  they 
behaved  very  gallantly,  while  thofe  remaining  with 
Count  d’EJlrees  took  a  great  deal  of  Care  to  keep  them- 
felves  fafe :  and  yet  they  fuffered  more  than  either  .the 
Englijh  or  Dutch-,  for  they  loft  two  Men  of  War,  and 
five  or  fix  Fire-Ships,  which  they  knew  not  how  to 
manage.  The  French  Writers  are  pretty  even  with  us; 
for  they  report,  that  Matters  were  but  indifferently  ma¬ 
naged  on  both  Sides,  and  that  Prince  Rupert  did  not 
pufli  Things  as  far  as  he  might,  becaufe  he  was  averfe 
to  the  War.  In  one  Refpeft  the  Dutch  certainly  had  the 
Advantage,  fince  they  prevented  the  Defcent  intended 
upon  their  Country,  for  which  Service  Count  Schomberg, 
with  6000  Men  lay  ready  at  Yarmouth  a. 

The  Dutch,  as  they  were  upon  their  own  Coaft,  had 
the  Advantage  of  receiving  quick  and  great  Supplies; 
whereas  the  Wind  prevented  the  Englijh  from  obtaining 
the  like  Advantages.  Prince  Rupert,  however,  did  all 
that  in  his  Power  lay,  to  put  the  Fleet  into  a  good 
Condition,  and  believing  that  the  Dutch,  would  not  be 
long  before  they  endeavoured  to  make  Ufe  of  their  Ad¬ 
vantages,  he  went  on  board  The  Royal  Sovereign  in  the 
Evening  of  the  3d  of  June,  where  he  went  not  to 
Bed  all  Night b.  His  Forefight  was  very  requifite ;  for 

on 


a  Bafnage  Armales  dcs  Provinces  Unies,  vol.  ii.  p.  415-  Le 
Clerc,  tom.iii.  p.  441.  de  Neuville,  Kennet,  Columna  Pcof- 
trata,  Rapin.  b  An  exact  Relation  of  the  Actions  of  the 
Fleet,  &c.  p.  9,  10. 
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on  the  4th  in  the  Morning,  the  Dutch  Fleet,  who  by 
this  Time  were  at  leaft  as  ftrong  as  the  Confederates, 
bore  down  upon  them  as  faft  as  the  Wind  would  per¬ 
mit.  Sir  Edward  Spragge  had  fo  little  Notion  of  their 
lighting,  that  taking  the  brave  Earl  of  OJJory ,  his  Rear- 
Admiral,  with  him,  he  went  in  his  Boat  on  board  the 
Admiral;  which  loft  a  great  deal  of  Time.  As  for 
Prince  Rupert ,  he  was  fo  much  in  Earneft,  that  finding 
his  Ship’s  Crew,  which  was  but  indifferent,  raifed  his 
Anchors  very  flowly,  he  ordered  his  Cables  to  be  cut, 
that  he  might  make  Hafte  to  meet  the  Dutch.  Count 
AEJlreet  with  the  White  Squadron  betrayed  no  great 
willingnefs  to  fight,  as  our  own  and  the  Dutch  Wri¬ 
ters  agree;  but  kept  as  much  as  might  be  out  of  Harm’s 
Way.  At  laft,  about  five  in  the  Evening,  Spragge  and 
Tromp  engaged  with  great  Fury.  As  for  de  Ruyter ,  he 
fhewed  at  firft  a  Defign  of  coming  to  a  clofe  Engagement 
with  the  Prince:  but  before  he  came  within  Muiket- 
Shot,  he  tacked  and  bore  away ;  whence  it  was  con¬ 
cluded,  that  he  had  fuffered  fome  confiderable  Damage* 
Spragge  in  the  mean  Time  had  forced  Tromp  to  flieer 
off  He  then  fell  into  Vice-Admiral  Sweer’s  Divifion, 
which  he  foon  put  into  Confufion;  and  had  a  third  En¬ 
gagement  with  ’Tromp ,  wherein  he  fhot  down  his  Flag. 
The  Battel  lafted  till  between  ten  and  eleven  at  Night, 
and  then  the  Dutch  ftood  to  the  South-Eaft,  and  fo  the 
Engagement  ended  c# 

Both  Sides  claimed  the  Vidlory  as  before.  Prince 
Rupert  in  his  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Arlington  fays  ex- 

X  2  prelly. 
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prefly,  That  he  purfued  the  Dutch  from  two  till  fix  the 
next  Morning ,  and  feeing  no  Likelyhood  of  reaching  them 
before  they  got  within  their  Sands ,  thought  a  farther 
Purfuit  needlefs .  He  likewife  adds,  ‘ 'That  they  went  away 
in  great  Diforder ,  though  he  could  not  tell  certainly  what 
Lofs  they  had  received .  This  is  not  altogether  irrecon¬ 
cilable  to  de  Ruyter’s  Letter,  wherein  he  alfo  claims  the 
Vidtory.  The  next  Day  (fays  he)  ive  Jaw  the  Enemies 
were  gone ,  and  doubt  not  but  they  made  to  the  Thames  ; 
we  fatisfied  our  [elves  with  purfuing  them  half  Way ,  and 
then  returned  to  our  former  Station  d.  In  the  fame  Let¬ 
ter,  however,  he  owns,  that  they  began  their  Retreat 
as  foon  as  it  was  dark.  The  Lofs  on  both  Sides  was 
pretty  equal,  but  was  far  from  being  confiderable  on 
either.  Admiral  Van  Tromp ,  however,  was  fo  ill  fatis¬ 
fied  with  the  Condudl  of  Vice-Admiral  Sweers ,  that  he 
accufed  him  to  the  States c.  Some  of  the  Dutch  and 
French  Writers  pretend,  that  Prince  Rupert  did  not  dif- 
tinguifh  himfelf  on  that  Occafion  as  he  ufed  to  do; 
for  which  they  fuggeft  Reafons  void  of  all  Foundation f. 
The  Truth  is,  the  Prince  was  for  fighting  the  Enemy 
again;  but  it  was  carried  in  a  Council  of  War  to  fail 
for  the  EngUJb  Coaft,  in  order  to  obtain  Supplies,  as 
well  of  Ammunition  as  Provifion;  for  Want  of  which 
a  great  many  Captains  complained  loudly.  Belides,  the 
Fleet  was  fo  poorly  manned,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  Land-Forces  on  board,  they  could  not  have  fought 

at  all:  and  thefe  being  for  the  molt  Part  new-raifed  Men, 

we 
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we  need  not  wonder  they  did  not  behave  fo  well  as  our 
eld  Sailors  were  wont  to  do.  On  the  8th  of  June  the 
Fleet  arrived  at  the  Buoy  in  the  JSfore,  and  on  the  14th 
Prince  Rupert  went  to  London ,  in  order  to  give  the  King 
an  Account  of  the  Condition  Things  were  in,  and  to 
prefs  for  fuch  neceffary  Supplies  as  might  enable  him  to 
put  to  Sea  again  without  Delay  s. 

The  Dutch  in  the  mean  Time,  to  countenance  the 
Pretences  they  made  after  the  two  lad:  Battels  to  Victo¬ 
ry,  and  (which  was  of  much  greater  Confluence)  to 
raife  the  Spirits  of  the  People,  at  fuch  a  Conjuncture 
when  the  very  Being  of  the  Repubjick  was  at  Stake$ 
gave  out,  that  their  Fleet  fhould  attempt  fome  great 
Thing.  Infulting  the  Englifo  Coait  was  fometimes 
talked  of,  and  then  again,  the  Loffes  they  had  lately 
fuftained  from  the  French  induced  them  to  think  of 
Revenge  on  that  Side,  and  taking  fome  Maritime  Town 
in  France ,  which  might  oblige  King  Lewis  to  abandon 
the  Siege  of  Maejlricht ,  or  incline  him  to  give  it  up  by 
way  of  Exchange.  But  while  they  were  amufing 
themfelves  and  de  Ruyter  with  thefe  Propofals,  they 
were  informed  that  Maejlricht  was  already  taken,  and 
that  the  combined  Fleet  was  ready  to  put  to  Sea ;  fo 
that  all  thefe  grand  Schemes  vanifhed  at  once,  and  they 
were  forced  to  attend  to  their  old  Bufinefs  of  defending 
their  own  Coafts,  and  protecting  their  Commerce 

About  the  middle  of  the  Month  of  July,  Prince 
Rupert  was  again  at  Sea,  having  on  board  the  Troops 

X  3  intended 
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intended  for  a  Defcent,  which  was  {till  prefled  by  the 
Authors  of  the  War  *.  His  Highnefs  arrived  on  the 
Dutch  Coafts  on  the  21ft  of  the  laft-mentioned  Month, 
and  declining  an  Engagement  flood  along  the  Shore,  in 
order  to  find  an  Opportunity  for  debarking  his  Troops, 
On  the  9tb  of  Augujl  he  took  a  Dutch  Eaft-India  Ship 
richly  laden.  This  induced  de  Ruyter  to  fight;  and, 
therefore,  he  immediately  bore  down  upon  the  Englijb 
Fleet.  As  foon  as  his  Highnefs  perceived  it,  he  com¬ 
manded  the  French  a  particular  Courfe,  and  had  there¬ 
by  an  Opportunity  of  difcerning  what  he  was  to  expett 
from  them  in  a  Time  of  Adtion.  They  lay  by  twice 
that  Night  ;  firft  about  eleven  o’Clock,  when  the 
Prince  fent  to  Count  d’EJlrees  to  order  him  to  make 
Sail,  which  he  did  till  about  one  o’Clock,  and  then  laid 
his  Sail  to  the  Mail  again,  which  gave  a  fecond  Stop 
to  the  Fleet,  and  obliged  the  Prince  to  fend  him  another 
Meflage.  Thefe  Delays  gave  the  Dutch  Admiral  an  Op¬ 
portunity  of  gaining  the  Wind,  which  he  did  not  neglect ; 
but  early  on  the  1  Ith  of  Augujl  bore  down  upon  the 
Confederates,  as  if  he  meant  to  force  them  to  a  Battel, 
upon  which  his  Highnefs  thought  fit  to  tack,  and  there¬ 
by  brought  the  Fleet  into  good  Order.  He  put  the 
French  in  the  Van,  himfelf  in  the  middle,  and  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Spragge  in  the  Rear;  and  in  this  Difpofition  the 
French  lay  fair  to  get  the  Wind  of  the  Enemy,  which, 
however,  they  negledted  k.  The  Englijh  Fleet  con- 
fifled  of  about  fixty  Men  of  War  and  Frigates,  the 

French 
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1  Philips’s  Chronicle,  p.  592.  Kennet,  Burchet,  Columna 
Ro  ft  rata,  Rapin.  k  An  exa&  Relation  of  the  A&ions  of 

the.  English  Fleet  under  the  Command  of  Prince  Rupert,  p.  13, 
Philips,  Kemjct,  Burchet,  Columna  Roftrata. 
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French  of  thirty,  and  the  Dutch  of  feventy  or  there¬ 
abouts;  fo  that  the  Royal  Fleets  were  indifputably  fupe- 
rior  to  that  of  the  Republick  !. 

D  E  Ruyter  bearing  down  with  his  Fleet  in  three 
Squadrons,  prepared  to  attack  the  Prince  himfelf,  while 
Tromp  engaged  Spragge  and  the  Blue  Squadron,  in  which 
the  Englijh  Admiral  obliged  him,  by  laying  his  Fore- 
Top-Sail  to  his  Mali,  in  order  to  ftay  for  him,  contrary  to 
the  exprefs  Order  of  the  Prince.  This  Fondnefs  for  a 
Point  of  Honour  proved  fatal  to  himfelf,  as  well  as  dif¬ 
ad  van  tageous  to  the  Fleet.  B anker t  with  his  Z eland 
Squadron  fliould  have  engaged  the  White  commanded 
by  d'EJlrees ;  but,  it  feems,  the  Dutch  underftood  their 
Temper  better  than  to  give  themfelves  much  Trouble 
about  them,  for  Bankert  contented  himfelf  with  fend¬ 
ing  eight  Men  of  War  and  three  Fire-Ships  to  attack 
the  Rear-Admiral  de  Martel ,  who  feemed  to  be  the  on¬ 
ly  Man  that  had  any  real  Defign  to  fight;  and  then 

the  reft:  of  the  Z eland  Squadron  united  themfelves  to  de 

♦ 

Ruyter ,  and  fell  together  upon  Prince  Rupert  m. 

Rear- Admiral  de  Martel ,  being  left  not  only  by  the 
Body  of  the  French  Fleet,  but  even  by  the  Captains  of 
his  own  Divifion,  was  attacked  by  five  Dutch  Ships  at 
once.  He  fought  them  for  two  Hours,  and  with  fuch 
Courage  and  Succefs,  that  having  difabled  one,  the  reft 
were  glad  to  fheer  of,  and  he  rejoined  the  White  Squa¬ 
dron;  where  expoftulating  with  the  Captains  of  his 
own  Pivifion  for  deferting  him  fo  bafely,  they  told 
him  plainly,  they  had  Orders  from  the  Admiral  not  to 

X  4  obfervc 


1  Bafnage,  le  Clerc,  Leven  van  Tromp. 
lation,  &c.  p.  14.  Bafnage,  Vie  de  Ruyter. 
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obferve  his  Motions :  and  indeed,  after  he  was  in  the 
Fleet,  though  fome  Opportunities  offered,  he  thought  of 
fighting  no  more,  and  on  his  Return  to  France ,  was 
fent  to  the  Baftile  for  what  he  had  done  n< 

The  Battel  between  de  Ruyter  and  the  Red  Squa¬ 
dron  began  about  eight  o’Clock  in  the  Morning,  and  a. 
Multitude  of  Circumftances  concurred  to  threaten  the 
Englijb  Admiral  with  inevitably  Ruin.  The  French , 
not  fatisfied  with  being  meer  Spedtators  of  a  very  un¬ 
equal  Combat  from  the  Beginning,  fuffered  the  Ships 
which  had  attacked  de  Martel  to  pafs  quietly  to  their 
own  Fleet  ;  fo  that  now  de  Ruyter's  and  Bankerfs 
Squadrons  were  both  upon  the  Red .  Sir  Edward  Spragge7 
intent  on  his  perfonal  Quarrel  with  Van  Tromp ,  had  fal¬ 
len  to  the  Leeward  feveral  Leagues  with  the  Blue  Squa¬ 
dron,  and  to  complete  Prince  Rupert's  Misfortune,  the 
Enemy  found  Means  to  intercept  his  own  Rear-Admi¬ 
ral  Sir  John  Chichele  with  his  Divifion  3  fo  that  by 
Noon  his  Highnefs  was  wholly  furroundedby  the  Dutch9 
being  preffed  by  de  Ruyter  and  his  Divifion  on  his  Lee- 
Quarter,  an  Admiral  with  two  Flags  more  on  his  Wea¬ 
ther-Quarter,  and  the  Zeland  Squadron  on  his  Broad- 
fide  to  Windward.  Thus  the  Dutch  wifely  employed 
their  Force  againfl  the  Enemy  that  would  fight,  and 
took  no  more  Notice  of  the  French  Fleet,  than  the 
French  did  of  them,  or  of  Prince  Rupert  °. 

His 


n  The  Relation  before-mentioned*  p.  1$.  Philips,  ^  Kennet, 
Surchet,  Columna  Roftrata,  Sec,  We  dial}  examine  this  Matter 
more  fully  when  we  come  to  fpeak  of  the  Confequences  of  this 
Battel.  0  The  exa£t  Relation,  Sec.  In  this  Piece  we  have 

not  only  the  moit  authentic,  but  I  believe  the  only  authentic 

Account  of  this  Engagement  now  extant.  Prince  Rupert’s 

Letters  were  ufually  published,  but  what  he  wrote  on  this  Oc- 

t.  .  ,,  •  •  y  -  *  caflQU 
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His  Highnefs,  in  the  midfl  of  thefe  Difappointments, 
behaved  with  fuch  Intrepidity,  encouraged  all  his  Offi¬ 
cers  to  effe&ually,  by  his  own  Example,  that  by  Degrees 
he  cleared  himfelf  of  his  Enemies,  rejoined  Sir  John 
Chichele ,  and  by  two  o’Clock,  had  Time  to  think  of  the 
Blue  Squadron,  which  was  now  three  Leagues  Diftance  ; 
and  not  hearing  their  Guns  well  plyed,  he  made  all  the 
Sail  he  could  towards  them,  in  order  to  unite  and  relieve 
them.  De  Ruyter  perceiving  his  Highnefs’s  Defign,  left 
firing  and  bore  away  alfo  with  his  whole  Fleet  to  the 
Relief  of  Tromp ;  fo  that  both  Fleets  ran  down  Side  by 
Side,  within  Range  of  Cannon-Shot,  and  yet  without 
firing  on  either  Part.  About  four,  the  Prince  joined  the 
Blue  Squadron,  which  he  found  in  a  very  tattered  Con¬ 
dition  p. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Fight,  Tromp ,  in  The  Golden 
Lyoriy  and  Sir  Edward  Spragge ,  in  The  Royal  Prince , 
fought  Ship  to  Ship.  The  Dutch  Admiral,  however, 
would  not  come  to  a  clofe  Fight,  which  gave  him  a 
great  Advantage  j  for  Spragge ,  who  had  more  than  his 
Compliment  on  board,  fuffered  much  by  the  Enemies 
Cannon ;  and  having  the  Wind  and  Smoke  in  his  Face, 
could  not  make  fo  good  Ufe  of  his  own,  as  he  would 
otherwife  have  done.  After  three  Hours  warm  Fight, 
The  Royal  Prince  was  fo  difabled,  that  Sir  Edward 
was  forced  to  go  on  board  The  St.  George ,  and  Tromp 
quitted  his  Golden  Lyony  to  hoift  his  Flag  on  board 

The 


Gallon  was  not  judged  convenient  for  the  Peopled  Perufal.  The 
Dutch  Narrations  were  calculated  to  ferve  a  Turn,  a,nd  that 
penned  by  M.  de  Martel,  for  the  Information  of  the  French 
King,  was  fupprelTed. 

?  Philips.,  Kenner,  Burchet,  Columna  Roilrata,  Hiltory  of 
the  Dutch  War. 
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The  Comet ,  where  the  Battel  was  renewed  with  incredible 
Fury.  The  great  Aim  of  the  Dutch  Admiral,  was  to 
take  or  link  The  Royal  Prince  3  but  the  Earl  of  OJJory 
and  Sir  John  Kempthome ,  together  with  Spragge  himfelf, 
fo  effedtually  prote&ed  the  difabled  Veflel,  that  none  of 
the  Enemy's  Fire-Ships  could  come  near  her,  though  this 
was  often  attempted.  At  laft,  The  St.  George ,  being  ter¬ 
ribly  torn,  and  in  a  Manner  difabled.  Sir  Edward  Spragge 
defigned  to  go  on  board  a  third  Ship  3  but  before  he  was 
got  fix  Boats  Length,  a  Shot,  which  pafied  through  The 
St.  George ,  broke  his  Boat  3  and  though  they  immedi¬ 
ately  rowed  back,  yet,  before  they  could  get  within 
Reach  of  the  Ropes  that  were  thrown  out  from  The  St% 
George ,  the  Boat  funk,  and  Sir  Edward  was  drowned 

When  Prince  Rupert  drew  near  the  Blue  Squadron, 
he  found  the  Admiral  difabled,  the  Vice-Admiral  lying 
to  the  Windward,  mending  his  Sails  and  Rigging  3  the 
Rear  -  Admiral  a-ltern  of  The  Royal  Prince ,  between 
her  and  the  Enemy,  bending  his  new  Sails,  and  mend¬ 
ing  his  Rigging.  The  firft  Thing  his  Highnefs  did, 
was  to  fend  two  Frigates,  to  take  The  Royal  Prince 
in  Tow.  He  then  fleered  in  between  the  Enemy 
and  the  lame  Ships,  and  perceiving  that  Tromp  had 

4  _ 

tacked,  and  was  coming  down  again  upon  the  Blue 
Squadron,  he  made  a  Signal  for  all  the  Ships  of  that 
Squadron  to  join  him  :  but  it  was  in  vain  ;  for  except 
the  two  Flags,  Sir  John  Kempthome ,  and  the  Earl  of 
OJJory ,  there  was  not  one  in  a  Condition  to  move.  Still 
the  French  looked  on  with  all  the  Coolnefs  imaginable, 

and  notwithflanding  the  Prince  put  out  the  Blue  Flag 

upon 


a  Bafnage,  Annales  dcs  Provinces  Unies,  vol.  ii.  p  420.  Le 
Clerc.  Tom.  iii.  p.  343,  de  Neuville,  Tom,  iv.  p.  204. 
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upon  the  Mizen-Peek,  which  was  the  Signal  to  attack, 
fet  down  in  the  General  Inftruftions  for  fighting,  and 
known,  not  only  to  all  the  Englijh  Captains,  but  alfo 
to  thofe  of  the  White  Squadron  remain’d  inaftive.  Yet  to 
colour  his  Conduft,  the  Count  d’EJlrees,  after  the  Battel 
was  in  a  Manner  over,  fent  to  know  what  this  Signal 

meant r.  ■ 

About  five  in  the  Evening,  de  Ruyter,  with  all  his 
Flags  and  Fleet,  came  clofe  up  with  the  Prince,  and 
fo  there  began  a  very  fliarp  Engagement  s  his  Highnefs 
had  none  to  fecond  him,  but  the  Vice  and  Rear  of  the 
Blue  y  Sir  John  Harman ,  Captain  Davis ,  and  Captain 
Stout  y  of  his  own  Divilion  $  Sir  John  Holmes  in  ‘The 
Rupert y  Captain  Legge  in  The  Royal  Katherine ,  Sir  John 
Berry  in  The  Refolution ,  Sir  John  Ernie  in  The  Henry y 
Sir  Roger  Strickland  in  The  Mary ,  and  Captain  Carter 
in  The  Crown  y  in  all  about  thirteen  Ships.  The  Engage¬ 
ment  was  very  clofe  and  bloody,  ’till  about  feven  o’Clock, 
when  his  Highnefs  forced  the  Dutch  Fleet  into  great 
Diforder,  and  fent  in  two  Fire-Ships  amongft  them,  to 
encreafe  it ;  at  the  fame  Time,  making  a  Signal  for  the 
French  to  bear  down,  which  if  they  had  done,  a  total 
Rout  muft  have  followed.  But,  as  they  took  no  Notice 
of  it,  and  the  Prince  faw  that  moft  of  his  Ships  were 


r  An  exaft  Relation,  &c.  p.  18,  19.  where  it  is  affirmed, 
that  Count  d  Eftrees  fent  this  MefTage  after  Night  had  parted 
the  Fleets.  The  Officer,  who  wrote  that  Account,  fays  very 
judicioufly,  that  the  fending  to  enquire  the  Meaning  of  the 
Signal,  was  cunningly  done:  but  one  of  de  Ruyter’s  Sailors 
feems  to  have  had  as  much  Penetration  as  the  French  Miniftry 
had  Artifice  ;  for  upon  one  of  his  Companions  afking  him  what 
the  French  meant  by  keeping  at  fuch  a  Diftance,  Why,  you 
Fool,  faid  he,  they  have  hired  the  Englifh  to  fight  fo/ them 
and  all  their  Bufinefs  here  is,  to  fee  that  they  earn  their  Wages* 

So,  tranfparent  to  honeft  Men  are  the  beaked  Politicks  of 
this  Court  ! 
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in  no  Condition  to  keep  the  Sea  long,  he  wifely  pro¬ 
vided  for  their  Safety,  by  making  eafy  Sail  towards  our 
own  Coafts s.  This  Battel  ended  as  doubtful  as  the  reft  $ 
for  the  Dutch  claimed  the  Victory  now,  as  they  did  be¬ 
fore,  and  with  as  much  Reafon.  The  Truth  is,  it  feems 
to  have  been  a  drawn  Battel ;  fince  the  Dutch ,  notwith- 
ilanding  all  their  Advantages,  did  not  take  or  fink  one 
Englijh  Man  of  War,  and  killed  but  two  Captains,  Sir 
William  Reeves  and  Captain  Havard ,  befides  the  great 
Sir  Edward  Spragge ,  and  no  great  Number  of  private 
Men.  On  their  Side  they  loft  two  Vice- Admirals,  Sweers 
and  Liefde ;  three  Captains,  and  about  one  thoufand  pri¬ 
vate  Men.  The  Benefit  indeed  they  drew  from  this  ‘ 
Battel  wTas  great ;  for  they  opened  their  Ports,  which  be¬ 
fore  the  Battel,  were  entirely  blocked  up,  and  put  an 
End  to  all  Thoughts  of  an  Invafion*. 

It  would  be  unjuft  to  conclude  this  Account  of  the 
laft  Battel  fought  in  the  laft  Dutch  War,  without  ta¬ 
king  particular  Notice  of  the  Grounds  upon  which  I 
have  reprefented  the  Conduit  of  the  French  in  fo  bad  a 
Light.  I  muft,  in  the  firft  Place,  declare,  that  I  have 
no  Intent  to  afperfe  the  Nation  in  general,  much  lefs  to 
injure  the  particular  Character  of  the  Noble  Perfon  who 
commanded,  and  who  afterwards  gave  fignal  Proofs  of 
his  Courage  and  Conduit  as  a  Sea-Officer,  as  in  this 
Engagement,  he  gave  the  higheft  Demonftration  of  his 
Steadinefs  in  obeying  Orders.  Thofe  I  blame,  are  fuch 

as  drew  up  his  Inftruitions,  and  confequently  were 

anf- 
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anfwerable  for  his  Behaviour.  The  French  were,  and 
are,  a  brave  Nation*,  but  it  has  been  their  great  Misfor¬ 
tune  to  fuffer  by  perfidious  Minifters,  who  have  broke 
their  National  Faith,  both  in  War  and  Peace,  fo  often, 
that  it  is  in  a  Manner  become  Proverbial,  like  the  Fides 
Punica  of  old.  For  the  Truth  of  what  I  have  advanc¬ 
ed  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  I  have  the  Teftimony  of  Friends 
and  Enemies,  nay  of  themfelves  too,  which  I  think  is 
fufficient  to  put  the  Matter  out  of  Doubt.  Their  Be¬ 
haviour  was  complained  of  by  Prince  Rupert ,  in  fuch 
Itrong  Terms,  that  his  Letter  was  fupprefled 3  though 
at  other  Times  his  Accounts,  which  were  conftantly 
very  plain  and  very  modeft,  were  inftantly  published  u. 
All  the  Dutch  Writers  agree  in  giving  the  fame  Account  v  $ 
and,  indeed,  if  they  did  not,  the  Conduct  of  their  Ad¬ 
mirals  might  fufficiently  juftify  their  Senfe  of  the  Thing* 
fince  it  is  impoffible  to  conceive  that  Admiral  Bankert 
would  have  fent  eight  fmall  Ships  to  Charge  a  Squa¬ 
dron  of  thirty  large  ones,  if  from  their  former  Conduft, 
and  their  Countenance  then,  he  had  not  been  well  allured 
that  Fighting  was  not  much  their  Bufinefs.  Laltly,  poor 
Admiral  Martel,  who  was  too  much  a  Man  of  Honour 
to  be  in  the  French  Minifters  Secrets,  wrote  a  fair  Re¬ 
lation  of  the  Battel,  and  fent  it  to  the  French  Court* 
concluding  with  thefe  Words.  cc  That  if  Count  d'EJlrees 
“  would  have  fallen  in  with  a  fair  Wind  upon  de  Ruyter 
.cc  and  Bankert,  at  their  firft  engaging,  when  in  Num- 
€C  bers  they  much  exceeded  the  Prince ;  they  muft  of 
€C  Neceffity  have  been  enclofed  between  his  Highnefs  and 

“  d'EJlrees, 


u  Columna  Roftrata,  p.  243,  Secret  Hiftory  of  Europe, 
Hiflory  ol  the  Dutch  War.  kwJBaf,.ge,  ie  Clerc,  Y^ie 
de  Ruyter,  &C. 
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<c  EJlrees ,  and  fo  the  Enemy  would  have  been  entire"’ 
*c  ly  defeated”.  x 

Soon  after  this  Battel,  the  Engltjh  returned  into  the 
Thames,  and  the  French  Squadron,  about  the  Middle  of 
September ,  failed  home  3  but  fuffered  fo  much  by  a  Storm, 
that  it  was  the  Middle  of  November  before  they  reached 
Brejl .  When  Prince  Rupert  returned  to  Court,  he  join¬ 
ed  his  Reprefentations  to  thofe  of  other  worthy  Patri¬ 
ots,  who  were  defirous  that  Peace  fhould  be  reftored, 
to  which  the  King  was  now  no  longer  averfe.  There 
had,  through  the  Mediation  of  Sweden ,  been  fome  Con¬ 
ferences  held  at  Cologne  3  but  they  had  not  proved  fo 
effectual  as  was  expedled.  The  States-General  alfo  had 
written  to  his  Majefty,  but  in  Terms  that,  inftead  of 
making  Things  better,  had  rather  widened  the  Breach. 
After  this  Battel,  however,  they  condefcended  to  write 
another  Letter,  wherein  they  Ihewed  their  earneft  Defire 
of  Peace,  and  their  true  Senfe  of  the  Obftacles  which 
had  hitherto  retarded  it.  In  this  Letter  they  fpoke  very 
freely  to  the  King  of  his  Minifters,  and  of  his  Ally  ;  they 
fhewed  him  how  glorious,  as  well  as  advantagious  a 
Step,  a  feparate  Peace  muft  prove,  which  would  give 
Umbrage  only  to  the  French ,  and  content  all  Europe  be- 
fides:  and  further  to  incline  his  Majetty  to  this,  they 
fuggefted  the  bafe  Behaviour  of  his  Allies  in  the  late 
Sea-Fights,  and  the  Offer  made  them  by  France,  of 

a  feparate  Peace,  without  any  Refpe6t  had  to  his  Ma¬ 
jetty.. 


x  Exaft  Relation,  &c.  p.  17.  P.  L)aniel  flurs  over  all  thefc 
Battels  in  hisHiftoire  de  la  Milice  Francoife,  Tom  11.  P- .4*9- 
and  again  in  his  Hiftoire  de  France,  lom.  x«  p.  cxi,  € 
crowds  all  three  Battels  into  a  Paragraph  of  fo  many  Lines 
and  fays,  they  were  fought  with  little  Order  or  fniaii  Kegar 
to  Reputation  by  all  Parties. 
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jefty.  Thefe,  with  the  Propounding  of  fair  Conditions, 
had  fuch  Weight  with  the  King,  that  he  propofed  the 
Terms  offered,  to  his  Parliament,  and  on  their  pafilng 
a  Vote,  humbly  defiring  him  to  proceed  in  a  Treaty  with 
The  States,  in  order  to  a  fpeedy  Peace ,  he  directed  Sir 
William  Temple  to  negotiate  it  with  the  Marquifs  del 
Frefno ,  the  Spanijh  Embaffador,  who  was  provided  with 
Powers  from  The  States-General  for  that  Purpofe,  and  at 
three  Meetings  the  Treaty  was  concluded  and  figned  to 
the  mutual  Satisfaction  of  both  Parties  y. 

While  this  Treaty  was  negotiating  at  home,  there 
happened  an  Accident  in  the  Mediteranean ,  which, 
though  of  little  Confequence  in  itfelf,  yet  from  certain 
'  Circumftances  that  attended  it,  deferves  to  be  recorded. 
The  Dutch  Admiral  Evertz ,  being  in  thofe  Seas  with 
his  Squadron,  it  happened  that  Captain  de  Wit  in  a 
Man  of  War,  called  The  Schaerlaes,  which  carried  thirty” 
fix  Pieces  of  Cannon,  and  one  hundred  and  forty  Men, 
met  with  Captain  Harman ,  in  The  Tyger ,  a  fmall 
Englijh  Frigate,  which  had  been  careening  at  Tangier , 
and  came  with  him  into  the  Harbour  of  Cadiz ,  where 
the  Dutchman  alfo  careened.  The  Spaniards  jelling  with 
Captain  de  Wit ,  and  telling  him  that  he  durft  not  fight 
the  Englijh  Captain,  and  that  this  made  them  fogood 
Friends ;  Admiral  Evertz  heard  it,  and  thereupon  told 
de  Wit ,  that  he  mufl,  for  the  Honour  of  his  Nation, 
challenge  Captain  Harman .  He  did  fo,  and  his  Admiral 
lent  him,  that  he  might  come  off  with  Glory,  fixty 
Mariners,  and  feventy  Soldiers.  Captain  Harman  had 

but 


* j*  lenCJerc>  ^ie  P*uyter,  Temple’s  Memoirs,  Ken¬ 
ner,  hchard,  Rapm. 
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but  one  hundred  eighty-four  Men  in  all 3  however,  at  a 
Day’s  Notice  he  Hood  out  to  Sea,  and  fairly  engaged  the 
Dutch  Frigate  in  Sight  of  the  Town.  Their  Ships 
were  within  Piftol-lhot  before  either  of  them  fired ;  and 
then  Captain  Hannan's  Broadfide  brought  the  Dutch - 
man's  Main-mail  by  the  Board,  and  killed  and  wounded 
him  fourfcore  Men.  The  Engli/h  Captain  followed  his 
Advantage,  entered  the  Enemy  with  his  refolute  Crew# 
and  became  Mailer  of  the  Ship  in  an  Hour’s  Time ;  but 
Ihe  was  quite  difabled,  and  had  one  hundred  and  forty 
Men  in  her  killed  and  wounded.  The  Englijk  had  only 
nine  killed  and  fifteen  wounded ;  amongll  whom  was, 
their  brave  Captain,  by  a  Mufket-fhot,  which  Went  in 
at  his  left  Eye,  and  out  between  the  Ear  and  the  Jaw¬ 
bone  j  of  which  Wound  he  was  well  cured,  and  lived 
feveral  Years  after  z.  Thus  the  Maritime  Powers,  though 
their  Interell  was,  and  mull  ever  be,  the  fame,  did  their 
utmoft,  from  falfe  Notions  of  Honour,  to  deftroyeach 
other,  and  anfwer  the  Ends  of  their  common  Enemy, 
*till  the  Voice  of  the  People  both  in  England  and  Holland , 
rouzed  their  Governors  to  a  juft  Senfe  of  their  common 
Danger,  and  procured  thereby  an  Alliance  which  has 
Jailed  ever  fince. 

This  Treaty  of  Peace  wTas  figned  at  London ,  Fe- 
hruary  the  9th,  1674,  and  thereby  thofe  Differences 
were  all  adjufted,  which  had  fo  often,  and  fo  long,  dil* * 

turbed  both  States a.  In  the  firft  Place,  the  Bufinefs  of 

the 


*  Philips’s  Continuation  of  Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  595. 

*  Life  of  Sir  William  Temple,  p  200.  Kennef  s  Complete 
Hi  {lory  of  England,  vol.  in.  p.  326.  See  alfo  the  Propolais 
from  the  States  General  to  tile  King  of  Great-Britain,  punted 
by  Authority  1673-4.  '¥ 
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the  Flag  was  regulated  according  to  the  King’s  Senfe  of 
his  Rights,  which  the  States  till  now  would  never  ad¬ 
mit.  In  their  Treaty  with  Cromwell ,  they  did  indeed 
ftipulate,  that  their  Ships  fhould  falute  the  Englijh  3  but 
then  this  W2S  expreffed  in  fuch  Terms,  as  afforded  the 
Dutch  room  to  fugged,  that  the  doing  it  was  no 
more  than  a  Point  of  Civility.  As  the  Treaties  of  1662, 
1667,  and  1668,  were  all  in  a  manner  built  on  this 
Foundation,  the  Cafe  had  been  hitherto  the  fame,  and 
afferted  fo  to  be  by  the  States :  but  now  the  Thing  was 
put  out  of  Difpute,  and  what  was  before  (tiled  Courtefy, 
was  here  confefled  to  be  a  Rights  the  Extent  of  the  Bri- 
tijh  Seas  were  particularly  mentioned,  and  the  States 
undertook,  that  not  only  feparate  Ships,  but  whole  Fleets 
fhould  (trike  their  Sails  to  any  Fleet  or  (ingle  Ship  car¬ 
rying  the  King’s  Flag,  as  the  Cuftom  was  in  the  Days 
of  his  Anceftors  b.  The  E aft -India  Trade  was  likewife 
fettled,  fo  as  to  prevent  fubfequent  Difputes,  and  leave 
neither  Party  at  Liberty  to  encroach  on  the  other.  As  to 
lelfer  Matters,  Commiffioners  wrere  to  meet  on  both  Sides 
at  London  to  decide  them  3  and  in  cafe  they  did  not  agree 
in  the  Space  of  three  Months,  then  the  Queen  of  Spain 
was  to  arbitrate.  Such  of  the  Planters  as  had  been  re- 
drained  by  the  Dutch  at  Surinam ,  were  to  be  left  at  their 
full  Liberty  to  retire,  if  they  thought  fit, with  their  Effects. 
Places  taken  on  both  Sides  were  by  this  Treaty  to  be 
reftored,  and  the  States-General  were  to  pay  his  Majefty 
Vol.  II.  Y  ,  800,000 


b  The  whole  of  this  Matter  is  very  judicioufly  explain. d  by 
Bifhop  Parker,  in  his  Hi  (lory  of  his  own  Times,  p.  158.  and 
the  entire  Article  is  to  be  found  in  the  Propofals  made  by  the 
States  themfelves ;  which  (hews  how  great  a  Paint  was  carried 
in  concluding  this  Treaty. 
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Soo,ooo  Patacoons  at  four  Payments;  the  firft  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  Ratification  of  this  Treaty,  and  the 
other  three  by  annual  Payments.  By  a  particular  Treaty 
it  was  agreed,  that  the  Englijh  Regiments  in  the  French 
Service  fhould  be  fuffered  to  wear  out  for  Want  of  Re¬ 
cruits;  and  by  a  fecret  Article  it  was  fettled,  that  nei¬ 
ther  Side  fhould  aflift  the  Enemies  of  the  other  by  Land 
or  Sea  c.  We  may  guefs  how  acceptable  this  Treaty 
was  to  the  States,  by  the  Prefent  made  to  the  Spanijh 
Ambaflador  for  negotiating  it,  which  was  16,000  Crowns, 
and  the  Gratification  of  6000  which  were  given  to  Don 
Bernardo  de  Salinas d.  Thus  ended  the  laft  of  our 
Dutch  Wars,  which,  though  made  againli:  the  Interefl 
and  Will  of  the  People,  terminated  to  their  Advantage ; 
whereas  the  former  War,  though  it  was  begun  at  the 
Inltance  of  the  Nation,  ended  but  indifferently:  fo  little 
Correfpondence  is  there  between  the  Grounds  and  Iflues 

of  Things.  . 

The  Corfairs  of  Tripoli  having  for  fome  Time 

committed  great  Outrages  on  the  Englijh  Trade,  Sir 
John  N arbor ough  was  fent  in  the  latter  End  of  the 
Year  1675,  to  bring  them  to  Reafon.  The  14th  of 
January  following,  Sir  John  came  before  the  Place, 

and 


C  r  taVe  what  I  have  here  given  the  Reader  from  a  very 
,, curate  and  authentic  Writer,  who  has  left  us  the  beft  poh- 
ical  Memoirs  of  Europe  that  are  de 

^ont  in  hisMcmoires  pour  ervir  ^  Bafnage>  Le  Clerc,  de 

Sv'lle’  It fa^rtt  obferve,that  though  the  Treatywas  ne¬ 
gotiated  by  Sir  William  Temple,  it  was  not  igned ^  >  ’ 

>y.  rd  Df e  °tf  r'fV* ,„h  Secretary  Coventry. 
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&nd  having  blocked  up  the  Port  in  the  Night,  fo  that 
iio  Ship  could  go  in  or  come  out,  he  manned  all  his  Boats* 
and  fent  them  under  the  Command  of  Lieutenant  Sho¬ 
vel  (afterwards  Sir  Cloudejly ,  the  famous  Admiral)  into 
the  Harbour,  where  he  feized  the  Guard-Ship,  and  af¬ 
terwards  burnt  the  following  Vefiels,  which  were  all  that 
lay  at  that  Time  in  the  Harbour,  viz.  The  White  Eagle 
crowned ,  a  fifty-Gun  Ship,  The  Looking-Glafs ,  which 
carried  fix  and  thirty.  The  Santa  Claray  of  twenty-four* 
and  a  French  Veffel  of  twenty :  after  which  he  fafely  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Fleet  without  the  Lofs  of  fo  much  as  one 
Man.  This  extraordinary  Adion  ftruck  the  Tripolines 
with  Amazement,  and  made  them  inftantly  fue  for 
Peace ;  which,  however,  did  not  immediately  take 
Place,  becaufe  they  abfolutely  refuled  to  make  good  the 
Lofles  fuftained  by  the  Englifb.  Sir  John  thereupon 
cannonaded  the  Town,  and  finding  that  ineffedl:ual3 
landed  a  Body  of  Men  about  twenty  Leagues  from 
thence,  and  burnt  there  a  vaft  Magazine  of  Timber* 
which  was  to  have  ferved  for  the  building  of  Ships** 
When  all  this  failed  of  reducing  thefe  People,  Sir  John 
failed  to  Malta ,  and  after  remaining  there  for  iome 
Time,  returned  fuddenly  upon  the  Enemy,  and  diffref- 
fed  them  fo  much,  that  they  were  glad  to  conclude  a 
Peace  on  the  Terms  prefcribed  c.  Soon  after  the  Con- 
clufion  of  this  Peace,  feme  of  their  Corfairs  returning 
into  Port,  not  only  expreffed  a  great  Difiike  thereto* 
but  aftually  expelled  the  Dey  for  making  it,  and  began 
to  take  Englijh  Ships  as  before.  Sir  John  being  ftill  in 

Y  2  the 


e  Kennet’s  compleat  Hiltory  of  England,  vol.  fii.  p.  2,36* 
Burchet,  Columna  Roilrata. 
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the  Mediterranean,  and  having  Notice  of  what  pafied, 
fuddenly  appeared  with  eight  Frigates  before  Tripoli,  and 
began  with  iuch  \  iolence  to  batter  the  Place*  that  the 
Inhabitants  were  glad  once  more  to  renew  the  Peace,  and 
to  deliver  up  the  Authors  of  the  late  Difturbance  to  con¬ 
dign  Punifhment f. 

In  1679,  v/e  had  fome  Differences  with  the  Alge¬ 
rines  on  account  of  their  making  Prize  of  Englijh  Ships, 
under  Pretence  that  they  were  not  furnifhed  with  pro¬ 
per  Pafles.  Upon  this,  Sir  John  Narborough  was  fent 
with  a  Squadron  to  demand  Satisfaction;  which  he  both 
did,  and  procured  by  Dint  of  Force.  The  Peace,  how¬ 
ever,  did  not  laft  long,  for  in  a  Year  or  two  they 
committed  the  like  Outrages:  upon  which  Commodore 
Herbert ,  afterwards  fo  well  known  to  the  World  by 
the  Title  of  Earl  of  Torrington ,  went  thither  with  a 
few  Ships,  and  compelled  them  to  make  Satisfaction  for 
what  was  paffed,  and  to  give  the  ftrongeft  Affurances  of 
their  adding  in  another  manner  for  the  future.  This  Ex¬ 
pedition  which  was  performed  in  1682,  proved  the  laft 

in  this  Reign  s. 

There  is  yet  one  Tranfa&ion  more  which  calls 
for  our  Notice,  and  that  is,  the  Demolition  of  the  ftrong 
Fortrefs  of  Tangier.  We  have  already  fliewed  how  that 
Place  came  into  the  Hands  of  the  Englijh ,  and  what 
Pains  were  taken  to  preferve  it.  In  the  Space  of  twenty 
Years  it  coft  the  Nation  an  immenfe  Sum  of  Money; 
and  yet  many  doubted,  all  Things  coniidered,  whether 

it  Was  of  any  Ufe  to  us  or  not.  When  we  firit  had  it> 

the 
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the  Harbour  was  very  dangerous;  to  remedy  which 
there  was  a  fine  Mole  run  out  at  a  vatt  Expence.  Seve¬ 
ral  Societies  or  Copartnerfhips,  which  undertook  to 
perfedt  this  Work,  raifed  great  Sums  for  that  Purpofe, 
and  mifcarried  in  it.  At  latt,  however,  all  Difficulties 
were  in  a  manner  overcome,  and  this  Work  carried  to 
fuch  a  Heigth,  that  it  might  be  faid  to  vie  with  thofe 
of  the  Romans.  But  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  1680 
having  exprefled  a  Diflike  to  the  Management  of  the 

Garrifon  kept  there,  which  they  fufpedfed  to  be  no  bet¬ 
ter  than  a  Nunnery  for  a  Popifh  Army;  and  difcover- 
ing  withal  no  Defire  of  providing  for  it  any  longer, 
the  King  began  to  entertain  Thoughts  of  quitting  it, 
and  bringing  Home  his  Forces  from  thence.  He  en¬ 
deavoured  to  keep  this  as  feeret  as  poffible;  however, 
the  Lord  Arlington  is  faid  to  have  given  fome  Hint  of 
his  Majefly’s  Intention  to  the  Portugueze  Embaffador, 
who  exprefled  great  Difcontent  thereat,  and  was  very 
defirous  that  it  fhould  be  put  again  into  the  Hands  of  his 
Matter.  But  King  Charles ,  doubting  whether  the  Crown 
of  Portugal  would  be  able  to  maintain  its  Pofleffion  a- 
gainfl  the  Moors ,  and  forefeeing  the  terrible  Confe- 
quences  of  fuch  a  Port  falling  into  their  Hands,  not- 
withftanding  the  Offer  of  large  Sums,  perfifted  fteadily 
in  his  firft  Refolution.  In  1683,  the  then  Lord  D art- 
mouthy  was  conftituted  Captain- General  of  his  Majetty ’a 
Forces  in  Africa ,  and  Governor  of  'Tangier ,  and  fent 
as  Admiral  of  an  Engli/h  Fleet  to  demolifh  the  Works, 
blow  up  the  Mole,  and  bring  Home  the  Garrifon  from 
thence;  all  which  he  very  effe&ually  performed,  fo  that 
the  Harbour  is  ftill  entirely  fpoiled,  and  though  now  in 
the  Hands  of  the  Moors ,  it  is  a  very  inconfiderable 

Y  3  JRlace* 
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Place,  One  Circumftance  attending  its  Demolition  de¬ 
fer  ves  to  be  remarked,  becaufe  it  fhews  the  Temper 
and  Spirit  of  the  King.  He  dire&ed  a  confiderable 
number  of  new-coined  Crown-Pieces  to  be  buried  in  the 
Jluins,  that  if  (through  the  Vicifli tudes  of  Fortune,  to 
which  all  fublunary  Things  are  liable)  this  City  fhould 
ever  be  reftored,  there  might  remain  fome  Memorial  of 
its  having  had  once  the  Honour  of  depending  on  the 
Crown  of  Britain .  Thus,  through  Difputes  between 
the  King  and  Parliament,  the  Britijh  Nation  loft  a  Place 
and  Port  of  great  Importance  h. 

As  it  is  on  all  Hands  confeffed,  that  never  any  Eng- 
UJh ,  perhaps  I  might  fay  any  Prince,  without  Diftin&i- 
on  of  Countries,  underftood  Maritime  Affairs  fo  well 

,  v  i 

as  Charles  the  2d  did ;  fo  it  cannot  furprize  any  intelli¬ 
gent  Reader  when  we  affert,  that  the  Engli/I?  Navy 
received  very  great  Advantages  from  his  Skill  and  Care 
in  Matters  of  this  Nature.  It  muft  indeed  be  allowed, 
that  he  found  the  Fleet  at  his  Reftauration  in  an  excel¬ 
lent  Situation,  and  abundance  of  very  able  Men  employ 
ed  therein,  and  it  muft  likewife  be  confefled,  to  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  his  Government,  that  he  preferved  them  in 
their  feveral  Pofts  without  any  Refpedl  to  Party;  which, 
without  Queftion,  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  In- 
creafe  of  our  Naval  Power  K  How  intent  he  was  for 
the  firft  ten  Years  of  his  Reign  in  promoting  whatever 
had  a  Tendency  this  Way,  appears  from  all  the  candid 

Hiftories  of  thofe  Times,  from  the  Cohesions  of  Or¬ 
ders, 

•-  *  r  w  .*  A  —  u  f  vV  t  »  .  «  ~  -  •»  *  **  i*  M i 

■>J.,  XJ  ,  i"1".!'.  1  ■ "*** m*m -*  U " 

,fl  Rennet’ s  Compleat  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  iii-  P*  3/6, 
408.  Burchet,  Barnet,  Echard,  Rapin.  1  Such  as  Sir 

George  Ayfcue,  Sir  William  Batten,  Sir  John  Law  ion,  Sir 
J^ichard  Stayner,  Sir  William  Penn,  and  many  others. 
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ders,  and  other  public  Papers  relating  to  the  Direction 
of  the  Navy  while  the  Duke  of  York  was  Admiral,  pub- 
lifhed  of  late  Years,  and  in  every  Body’s  Hands  k ;  and 
in  a  fhort  and  narrow  Compafs  from  the  Speech  made 
by  the  Lord  Keeper  Bridgman ,  who  affirmed,  that  from 
1660  to  1670,  the  Charge  of  the  Navy  had  never  a- 
mounted  to  lefs  than  500,000  /.  a  Year  h  But  after 
the  fecond  Dutch  War  the  King  grew  more  faving  in 
this  Article;  and  yet  in  1678,  when  the  Nation  gene¬ 
rally  expetted  a  AVar  with  France ,  his  Navy  was  in  ex¬ 
cellent  Order.  The  judicious  Mr.  Pepys,  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty,  has  left  us  a  particular  Account  of  its 
State  in  the  Month  of  Auguft  that  Year ;  which  as  it  is 
very  fhort,  I  think  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  infert  m. 

Y4  ABSTRACT 


k  The  Title  of  this  Book  is,  Memoiri  of  the  Englifh  Af¬ 
fairs,  chiefly  Naval,  from  the  Year  1660  to  1673, by  hisRoyal 
Highnefs  James  Duke  of  York,  London,  1729,  ovo.  Happy 
future  State  of  England,  by  Sir  Peter  Pett,  p.  185.  The  De- 
fign  of  this  Speech  was  to  induce  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to 
grant  a  Supply  for  this  particular  Service  of  increafing  the  Royal 
Navy,  and  after  having  (hewn  the  great  importance  of  fuch 
a  Proceeding,  his  Lordthip  goes  on  thus.  “  My  Lords  and 
“  Gentlemen,  His  Majefty  is  confident  that  you  will  not  be 
“  contented  to  fee  him  deprived  of  all  the  Advantages  which 

**  he  might  procure  hereby  to  his  Kingdoms,  nay  even  to  all 
4i  Chrillendom,  in  the  Repofe  and  Quiet  of  it.  That  you 
«  wiH  not  be  content  alone  to  fee  your  Neighbours  ftrengthen- 
“  ing  themfelves  in  Shipping,  lo  much  more  than  they  were 
«  before,  and  at  Home  to  fee  the  Government  ftruggling 
“  every  Year  with  Difficulties,  and  not  able  to  keep  up  our 
“  Navies  equal  with  theirs.  He  finds  that  by  his  Accounts 
“  from  the  Year  1 660  to  the  late  War,  the  ordinary  Charge 
“  of  the  Fleet,  communibus  Anna ,  came  to  about  500,000  1. 
“  a  Year,  and  it  cannot  be  fupported  with  lefs.”  m  Memoirs 
relating  to  the  State  of  the  Royal  Navy  for  ten  Years,  by  Sa¬ 
muel  Pepys,  Efq;  p.  6. 
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ABSTRACT  of  the  Fleet. 


Rates. 
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33 

12 
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Men. 

3I35 

1555 

5°ro 

6460 

1400 

423 

340 


Total  83 
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Of  thefe  feventy-fix  were  in  Sea-Pay,  the  Store- 
houfes  and  Magazines  in  compleat  Order ;  and,  which 
is  ftill  more  to  the  Purpofe,  thirty  Capital  Ships  were 
then  actually  in  building,  (eleven  newly  launched,  and 
nineteen  upon  the  Stocks)  and  that  the  Reader  may 
frame  a  juft  Notion  of  the  Increafe  of  the  Navy  during 
this  Part  of  the  King’s  Reign,  I  muft  obferve,  that  at 
Midfummcr  1660,  the  whole  Fleet  confifted  but  of  fixty- 
five  Veflels  of  all  Sizes,  as  appears  by  an  Original  Let¬ 
ter  under  the  Hand  of  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  n.  But 
after  this  Period  of  Time,  I  mean  the  Date  of  the  Lift, 
the  King  finding  himfelf  extremely  uneafy  at  home, 
and  confequently  in  a  Situation  perplexed  enough  a- 
broad,  was  perfuaded  to  alter  the  Management  of  his 
Navy;  which  he  did  in  1679,  in  order  to  make  himfelf 
eafy  in  his  Civil  Government,  Sir  Anthony  Deane ,  Mr. 

Pefys, 


^  Memoirs  of  English  Affairs,  chiefly  Naval,  p.  12. 
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Pepys,  and  feveral  other  old  Officers  of  the  Navy  hav¬ 
ing  been  lb  unfortunate  to  incur  the  Difpleafure  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  by  whom  they  were  committed 

This  new  Adminiftration,  with  refpedt  to  Naval 
Affairs,  fubfifted  about  five  Years,  and  if  it  had  continu¬ 
ed  five  Years  longer,  would  in  all  Probability  have 
remedied  the  Evils  it  had  introduced  by  wearing  out  the 
whole  Royal  Navy,  and  fo  leaving  no  Room  for  future 
Miftakes  5  and  a  juft  Senfe  of  this,  induced  the  King  in 
1684,  to  refume  the  Management  of  the  Fleet  into  his 
own  Hands,  to  reftore  the  old  Officers,  and  to  under¬ 
take  the  bringing  Things  once  more  into  Order  :  but 
before  any  confiderable  Progrefs  could  be  made  in  fo 
great  a  Work,  his  Majefty  died,  and  left  the  Care  of  it 
to  his  Succeflor 

The  Trade  of  the  Nation  I  have  heretofore  (hewed 
to  have  been  in  a  very  declining  Situation  at  the  Time 
of  the  Reftauration,  and  I  have  alfo  obferved,  that  it 
was  much  helped  by  feveral  Treaties  of  Peace  made  foon 
after  * ;  and  though  I  am  far  from  denying,  that  through 
the  King’s  too  ftridl  Intercourfe  with  France ,  his  running 
Counter,  in  many  Refpedts,  to  the  Interefts  as  well  as 
Inclinations  of  his  beft  Subjects,  and  that  diffoiute  Spirit 
of  Luxury  and  Corruption,  which,  if  not  introduced 
was  at  leaft  countenanced  and  encouraged  by  the  King’s 
Temper  and  Practice,  might  hinder  our  Trade  from 
reaching  that  Heighth  which  otherwife  it  would  have 

done* 


0  The  Biftory  and  Proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
printed  for  Richard  Chandler,  vol.  i.  p.  260.  P  Memoirs  of 
the  Royal  Navy,  by  Mr.  Pepys>  p.  10.  *  Seep.  224,  and 
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done.  Yet,  upon  the  whole,  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that  du¬ 
ring  his  whole  Reign  we  were  very  great  Gainers  there- 
and  this  I  think  I  can  clearly  make  appear.  In  the  firft 
Place,  the  fecond  Dutch  War  was  plainly  undertaken 
for  the  Sake  of  Trade;  nor  can  it  be  conceived,  that 
the  Dutch  would  have  pufhed  us  in  the  Manner  they 
did  from  any  other  Motive  than  an  Apprehenfion  that 
from  Rivals,  we  (hculd  become  their  Superiors  in  Com¬ 
merce,  which  from  the  Genius  of  their  State,  they 
could  not  patiently  permit.  In  the  next  Place,  let  us 
confider  the  mighty  Loffes  fuflained  in  the  Space  of  fifteen 
Years  by  the  Plague,  the  Fire  of  London ,  and  the  two 
Dutch  Wars.  They  have  been  computed,  by  Men 
much  better  (killed  in  Political  Arithmetic  than  I  pretend 
to  be,  at  little  lefs  than  twenty-feven  Millions r.  But 
fuppofing  them  to  have  amounted  only  to  twenty 
Millions,  the  Nation  mull  have  been  reduced  to  the 
loweft  Ebb  of  Poverty  and  Diftrefs,  if  fhe  had  not  been 
relieved  by  the  vaft  Profits  of  her  foreign  Trade.  This 
it  was  that  repaired  the  Lofs  of  our  People  in  a  furpri- 
zing  Manner,  raifed  the  City  of  London  like  a  Pha?nixy 
brighter  and  more  beautiful  for  having  been  in  Flames, 
was  and  increafed  our  Shipping  to  double  what  it 
at  the  Time  of  the  King’s  coming  in.  Thefe  are 
Fadls  agreed  on  by  the  greateft  Men  that  ever  handled 
Subjefls  of  this  Nature,  grounded  on  fuch  Evidence  as 

could  not  deceive  them,  and  juftified  by  Effeds  which 

even 


r  By  Sir  William  Petty,  in  his  Political  Arithmetics,  who, 
without  Doubt  underftood  the  Grounds  of  that  Art,  as  well 
as  ever  any  Man  did  ;  Dr.  D’avenant  alfo  was  of  the  lame 
Mind,  and  fays  exprefly,  that  thefe  Loffes  might  be  computed 
at  between  24  and  27  Millions-  Difcourfes  on  the  *  ub  1C 
Revenue  and  Trade  ot  England,  vol.  ii-  p«  44* 


Of  King  CHAR  L  E  S  II.  3 3* 

eyen  Pofterity  may  contemplate,  and  thence  difcern  the 
Wifdom  and  Truth  of  their  Computations s. 

The  E  aft -India  Company  were  favoured  and  pro¬ 
tected,  efpecially  in  the  beginning  of  this  Reign ;  the 
African  Company  was  in  the  Zenith  of  its  Glory,  and 
brought  in  vaft  Profits  to  the  Proprietors,  and  the  Na¬ 
tion1.  Many  of  our  Plantations  were  fettled  by  his  Fa¬ 
vour,  fuch  as  Penftlvania ,  Carolina ,  &c. u  Others  were 
reftored  to  this  Nation  by  his  Arms,  fuch  as  New-Torky 
and  the  Jerfeys  w,  and  all  had  fuch  Encouragement,  that 
they  made  quite  another  Figure  than  in  former  Times, 
as  we  may  guefs  from  what  a  modern  Writer  (no  way 
partial  to  this  Prince)  fays  of  Barbadoes  ;  that,  during  his 
Reign,  it  maintained  four  hundred  Sail  of  Ships,  produ¬ 
ced  two  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  a  Year  Advantage 
to  this  Nation,  and  maintained  one  hundred  thoufand 
People  there  and  here x.  Thefe  are  high  Calculations; 
but  I  believe  thePerfon  who  made  them,'  is  able  to  juftify 
them,  and  therefore  I  make  no  Queftion  that  Sir  William 
Betty  was  in  the  Right  when  he  calculated  our  Exports  at 
ten  Millions  per  Annum  y.  This  agrees  very  well  with 
the  State  of  our  Cuftoms,  which  fell  then  little  fhort  of 
a  Million,  though  in  1660,  they  were  farmed  for  four 
hundred  thoufand  Pounds,  as  they  were  once  let  by 
Queen  Elizabeth  at  thirty-fix  Thoufand.  Dr.  D,avenant9 

an 


s  See  Petr’s  Happy  future  State  of  England,  Sir  William 
Petty’s  Political  Arithmetick,  and  his  Efluys,  Dr.  D  avenant’s 
Book  before  cited,  and  his  Effay  upon  the  Probable  Methods 
of  making  People  Gainers  in  the  Balance  of  Trade.  t  See 
a  general  Treatife  of  Naval  Trade  and  Commerce,  vcl.  ii. 
Chap.  5.  u  Curfon’s  Compendium  of  the  Laws  and  Go¬ 
vernment  of  England,  p.  $12.  w  See  the  Brkifh  Empire, 
in  America,  under  thole  Titles,  x  Jbid,  p.  1 66,  167,  y  Po¬ 
litical  Arithmetick,  p,  244, 
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an  excellent  Judge  in  thefe  Matters,  having  duly  weigh¬ 
ed  all  the  Calculations  I  have  mentioned,  and  compared 
them  with  all  the  Lights  he  had  received  from  long  Ex¬ 
perience,  pronounces  the  Ballance  of  Trade  to  have 
been  in  our  Favour,  in  this  Reign,  two  Millions  a  Year  ; 
and  lefs  I  think  could  not  well  be  2.  The  Bounds  pre¬ 
ferred  to  this  Work  will  not  allow  me  to  fay  more  on 
this  Subject;  and  I  muft  have  violated  the  Duty  I  owe 
to  Truth  and  my  Country,  if  I  had  faid  lefs. 

We  are  now  to  fpeak  particularly  of  the  mofl  re¬ 
markable  among  thofe  Illuftrious  Perfons  whofe  gallant 
Actions  at  Sea  have  been  already  occafionally  mentioned 
in  this  Hiftory  ;  Men,  who,  in  Point  of  Military  and 
Civil  Virtues,  have  deferved  as  well  of  their  Country  as 
Men  could  do,  and  whofe  Fame  therefore  ought  to  be 
Xranfmitted  to  Pofterity  with  due  Refpeft.  Amongft 
thefe,  in  the  firft  Place,  let  us  take  Notice  of  him  to 

whofe  Loyalty  we  owe  the  Virtues  of  the  reft. 

* 

General  George  Monk,  Duke  of  Albemarle,  and 

Knight  of  the  Garter . 

IF  the  iptrinfic  Worth  of  a  Man’s  A&ions  were  fuffi- 
cient  to  fecure  the  Applaufe  of  fucceeding  Times, 
there  would  be  little  Occafion  to  enter  minutely  into  the 
Memoirs  of  this  great  Soldier  and  Seaman.  And  on  the 
other  Hand,  if  there  be  any  Thing  laudable  in  removing 
thofe  Shades  which  the  Envious  are  always  throwing  over 
the  Reputation  of  the  Worthy,  then  certainly  no  Man’s 

Life  would  claim  greater  Attention,  than  his  ol  whom  I 

am 


2  Difcourfes  on  the  Public  Revenues  and  Trade  of  England, 

vol.  it.  p.  47. 
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am  fpeaking,  the  Merit  of  whofe  Services  fcarce  raifed 
him  more  Friends  than  the  Glory  of  them  excited  De¬ 
tractors.  He  was  by  Birth  a  Gentleman,  defeended  on 
the  Father’s  Side  from  an  ancient  and  honourable  Family, 
fettled  from  the  Time  of  Henry  III.  at  Potheridge  in 
Devonjhire ,  and  by  the  Female  Line,  fprung  from  the 
victorious  Edward  IV. a  He  was  the  fecond  Son  of  Sir 
Thomas  Monk ,  a  Man  whofe  Qualities  and  Virtues  de- 
ferved  a  better  Fortune  \  for  Time  in  doing  Honour  to 
his  Family,  had  almolt  worn  out  his  Eftate.  His  Son 
George  was  born  on  the  6th  of  December ,  1608,  and 
his  Father  having  not  much  Wealth  to  give  him,  intend¬ 
ed  him  from  his  Childhood  for  the  Sword,  and  there¬ 
fore  bellowed  on  him  fuch  an  Education  as  was  requifite 
to  qualify  him  for  the  Profeflion  of  Arms,  for  which  he 
gave  a  Proof  of  his  Capacity,  when  he  was  fcarce  able 
to  weild  them b. 

Ik 


a  The  firffc  Notice  that  I  believe  the  World  ever  had  of  this 
Matter,  was  from  a  Pamphlet,  printed  in  1659,  entitled  The 
Pedigree  and  Defcent  of  his  Excellency  General  Monk,  fetting 
forth,  how  he  is  defeended  from  King  Edward  III.  by  a  Branch 
and  Slip  of  the  White  Rofe,  the  Houfe  of  York ;  and  like- 
wife  his  Extraction  from  Richard  King  of  the  Romans. 
This  was  publifhed  with  a  View,  I  fuppofe,  to  countenance  a 
Defign  fome  People  had  entertained  of  inclining  the  General  to 
aflame  the  Crown  himfelf,  inftead  of  recalling  the  King. 
The  FaCt,  however,  is  true,  as  to  his  Defcent,  as  may  be 
feen  in  Dugdale,  and  other  Authors.  But  this  Defcent,  could 
not  poffibly  give  him  any  Title  to  the  Crown,  fince  the  Lady 
Francis  Plantagenet  was  firft  married  into  the  Family  of  BafTet, 
and  had  IfTue  of  that  Marriage ;  and,  which  is  Fill  more  to  the 
Purpofe,  her  Father  Arthur,  Vifcount  L’ifle,  was  only  Natural 
Son  to  Edward  IV.  We  cannot  wonder,  therefore,  that  fo 
thinking  a  Man  as  General  Monk,  defpifed  fuch  a  pittiful 
Strain  of  Flattery,  on  a  Circumftance  otherwife  honourable  to 
his  Family.  b  Thefe  Particulars  are  taken  from  the 

Life  of  General  Monk,  written  by  Dr.  Gumble,  his  Life  by 
DoClor  Skinner,  and  what  is  fa  id  of  him  in  Prince’s  Worthies 
of  Devon. 
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In  the  firlt  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I.  his 
Majefty,  who  had  then  in  View  a  War  with  Spain f 
came  down  to  Plymouth ,  in  order  to  infpedt  the  Naval 
Preparations  that  were  making  there.  Sir  Thomas  Mon$ 
had  a  Mind  to  pay  his  Duty  to  his  Prince*  though  his 
Debts  (derived  rather  from  his  Anceftors  Extravagance 
than  his  own)  made  him  fomewhat  afraid  of  the  Law. 
To  remedy  this  Evil,  he  fent  his  Son  George  to  the  Un¬ 
der-Sheriff  of  Devon/hire ,  with  a  confiderable  Prefent* 
defiring,  that,  on  fo.extraordinary  an  Qccafion,  he  might 
be  fafe  from  any  Infult  while  he  attended  the  King.  The 
Sheriff  took  the  Prefen t,  and  granted  his  Requeft ;  but 
foon  after,  receiving  a  larger  from  one  of  his  Creditors, 


took  him  in  Execution,  in  the  Face  of  the  County* 
George  Monk ,  whofe  Youth  led  him  to  think  this  a 
llrange  Adtion,  went  to  Exeter ,  and  after  expoftulating 
with  the  Petti-fogger,  who  was  altogether  infenhble  as 
to  Reproaches,  took  his  Leave  of  him  in  a  more  In¬ 
telligible  Language,  and  caned  him  fo  heartily,  that  he 
left  him  in  no  Condition  of  following  him.  This  Ad¬ 
venture  fent  him  on  board  the  Fleet,  which  under  the 
Command  of  Lord  Wimhleton ,  fhortly  after,  failed  for 
Cadiz ,  when  he  was  in  the  17  th  Year  of  his  Age  :  and 
thus  he  began,  as  he  ended,  his  Service  to  his  Country  at 

Sea c. 

In  this  Voyage  he  ferved  as  a  Voluntier,  under  his 
near  Relation,  Sir  Richard  Grenville .  The  next  Year  we 
find  him  with  a  Pair  of  Colours,  under  the  brave  Sir 
John  Burroughs ,  in  the  unfortunate  Expedition  to  the 
Me  of  Rhee .  Such  unlucky  Beginnings  would  certain- 


c  Skinner's  Life  of  General  Monk,  p.  1 1 . 
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]y  have  daunted  a  lefs  refolute  Mind  than  that  of  Mr* 
Monk ,  who  was  diftinguifhed  in  his  Youth  by  a  fteadi- 
nefs  of  Temper  which  he  maintained  to  his  dying  Hour, 
and  which  was  equally  incapable  of  being  heated  by 

Paffion  or  chilled  by  Fear. 

In  1628,  being  then  compleatly  of  Age,  he  went 

over  into  Holland ,  and  ferved  in  the  Regiment  of  the 
Earl  of  Oxford ,  and  afterwards  in  that  of  the  Lord  Go- 
ring ,  who  gave  him  the  Command  of  his  own  Com¬ 
pany,  before  he  was  thirty  Years  of  Age.  In  this  Service, 
Mr.  Monk  was  prefen t  in  feveral  Sieges  and  Battles,  and 
purfuing  fteadily  the  Study  of  his  Profeflion,  became  a 
compleat  Matter  therein.  In  the  laft  Year  of  his  Stay  in 
Holland ,  his  Win  ter- Quarters  were  affigned  him  in  Dort , 
where  the  Magiftrates  punifhing  fome  of  his  Soldiers  for 
Matters  proper  for  the  Infpedlion  of  a  Court-Martial, 
Captain  Monk  expottulated  the  Matter  fo  warmly,  that 
the  Point  came  to  be  decided  by  the  Prince  of  Orange , 
who,  though  he  in  a  like  Cafe  had  given  Judgment  in 
Favour  of  Sir  Richard  Cave ,  (and  thereby  mifled  the 
Captain)  now,  to  gratify  the  People,  gave  it  for  the 
Burghers ;  which  fodifgufted  Monk ,  who,  under  a  Calm 
Behaviour,  concealed  a  high  Spirit,  that  he  foon  after 
threw  up  his  Commiflion,  and  never  faw  the  Dutch  after, 
as  a  Friend d. 

On  his  return  Home,  he  found  his  Country  in  great 
Confutton,  a  War  newly  broke  out  with  the  Rebellious 
Scots,  and  an  Army  railing  to  chattife  them,  in  which 
he  ferved  as  Lieutenant-Colonel,  under  the  Earl  of  New- 

port. 


d  Gamble,  Skinner,  Prince,  &c. 


) 
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port ;  and  if  his  Advice  had  been  taken,  Things  had  n6t 
ended  as  they  did  e.  When  the  War  blazed  out  in  Ire¬ 
land,  in  1641,  He,  through  the  Favour  of  his  Coufin, 
the  Earl  of  Leicejler ,  then  Lord  Lieutenant,  was  appoint¬ 
ed  to  command  his  own  Regiment ;  in  which  Poft  he 
did  great  Service,  and  might  have  been  Governor  of 
Dublin ,  but  for  the  Jealoulie  of  the  Earl  of  Ormonde 
In  1643,  he  returned  into  England  to  ferve  his  Majefty, 
to  whom  he  was  introduced  at  Oxford ,  and  honoured 
with  a  Conference  which  lafled  fome  Time,  and  which 
fatisfied  the  King  how  ill  he  had  been  ufed  by  his  Mini- 
flers,  who,  upon  fome  dirty  Intelligence  from  Dublin, 
prevailed  upon  his  Majeffy  to  take  away  his  Regiment, 
and  give  it  to  Major  Warren,  a  Man  of  fo  much  Ho¬ 
nour,  that  they  had  much  Difficulty  in  prevailing  on  him 
to  accept  it.  To  make  Colonel  Monk  fome  Amends, 
the  King  conftituted  him  Major-General  of  the  Irijh 
Brigade,  and  then  fent  him  to  his  Command,  which  he 

had  not  enjoyed  long,  before  he  vrith  many  other  Offi¬ 
cers  were  furprized  by  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  and  fent  Pri- 

foner  to  Hull ,  from  whence,  by  fpecial  Direftion  of  the 

Parliament, 


«  Skinner’s  Life  of  Monk,  p  18.  Where  he  afferts,  that 
Lieutenant  Monk  was  one  of  the  few  Officers  who  feconaed  the 
Earl  of  Strafford  in  his  Defire  of  fighting  the  Scots  inftead  O; 
treating  with  them;  which  at  all  Events  mull  have  ferved  the 
King’s  Puroofe  :  but  his  Tenderneft  for  his  Countrymen  ruin¬ 
ed  him,  and  by  bearing  fo  much  from  Rebels  in  one  Kingdom, 
he  invited  a  Rebellion  in  another..  f  Skinner’s  Life  of  Genrnl 
Monk,  p.  21.  Ludlow  tells  us  in  his  Memoirs,  p.  77.  that 
when  Ormonde  fent  him  over,  he  ordered  him  to  be  confined  m 
the  Ship,  becaufe  he  had  made  a  Scruple  of  ierving  agam.t 
'the  Parliament  with  Forces  raifed  by_  their  Authority.  I  his 
(hews,  that  General  Monk  was  not  fuch  a  Soldier  of  Fortune 
as  Burnet,  and  fome  other  Writers,  would  make  him,  but  t  at 
he  hadjalways  a  great  Rcfpedt  to  Principle. 
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Parliament  he  was  transferred  to  the  Tower  of  London , 
where  he  remained  feveral  Years  a  Prifoner,  in  Circum- 
ftances  narrow  enough  >  though  his  Brother,  who  was  a 
Royalift,  and  confequently  the  lefs  able,  did  what  he 
could  for  him,  and  his  generous  Mailer  fent  him  from 
Oxford  one  hundred  Pounds  in  Gold  j  which  was  a  large 
Sum  out  of  fo  poor  an  Exchequer 
In  1646-7,  when  the  Fury  of  the  Civil  War  was 
over  by  the  total  Ruin  of  the  King’s  Affairs,  Colonel 
Monk  accepted  a  Commillion  under  his  Relation  the 
Lord  L’ijle ,  whom  the  Parliament  had  appointed  to  the 
Government  of  Ireland.  When,  in  Confequence  of 
this,  he  obtained  his  Liberty,  he  went  before  he  left  the 
Tower  to  pay  his  Refpedts  to  the  venerable  Dodtor  Mat- 
ihew  Wren ,  Lord  Bifhop  of  Ely^  and  having  received  his 
Blefling,  the  Colonel  took  his  Leave  in  thefe  Words, 
My  Lord ,  I  am  now  going  to  ferve  the  King ,  the  heft  I  may , 
againft  his  bloody  Rebels  in  Ireland ;  and  1  hope  I Jh all  one 
Day  live  to  do  further  Service  to  the  Royal  Caufe  in 
England  h.  At  this  Time,  however,  he  was  not  very 
fortunate ;  for  after  a  (hort  Stay  in  that  Kingdom  here- 
turned  with  Lord  L’ifle,  whofe  Difference  with  the  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Ormonde  hindered  either  of  them  from  ferying 
their  Country  effedually.  But  Colonel  Monk  did  not 
long  remain  idle  in  England ;  for  the  Parliament  knew 
his  Abilities  too  well,  and  had  too  quick  a  Sente  of  the 
Vol.  II*  Z  State 


*  Skinner’s  Life  ofMonk.p.  25.  See  alfo  the  Preface  by  Dr 
Webfter,  where  there  is  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Monk  to  his  elder 
Brother,  dated  from  the  Tower,  Nov.  6.  1 644,  acknowledging 
the  Receipt  of  50  I.  and  defiring  the  like  Sum.  *>  Skinner’s 
Life  of  Monk,  p.  28.  This  F'att  was  taken  Notice  of  in  Bilhop 

Wren’s  Diary,  once  in  the  Poffeffion  of  Dr.  More  Bithop  ol 
Ely.  r 
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State  of  Irijh  Affairs,  not  to  employ  him  in  the  only 
Service  to  which  he  was  inclined :  and  thus  he  returned 
a  third  Time  into  Ireland ,  with  the  Title  of  Command¬ 
er  in  Chief  of  the  Englijh  Forces  in  the  North,  where 

v  •  / 

he  affociated  with  Monroe ,  who  commanded  a  Body 
of  Scots  ;  and  though  it  was  a  very  difficult  Thing 
to  manage  fuch  a  conjunct  Authority,  yet  the  Prudence 
of  Monk  enabled  him  to  furmount  this  Difficulty,  and 
feme  which  were  yet  greater.  He  was  forced  to  make 
War  without  Money,  which  he  did  fo  effectually 
as  to  reduce  Owen  Roe  0  Neiley  to  the  utmotl  Diitreff, 
by  carrying  off  Provifions  where  that  was  pradlicable, 
and  burning  them  where  it  was  not.  Yet  in  the  Spring 
of  the  Year  1649,  Colonel  Monk  found  himfelf  in  fo 
weak  a  Condition  by  the  Defertion  brought  on  his  Army 
through  the  Deteftation  the  Soldiers  had  of  the  King^s 
Murder,  that  he  was  conftrained  to  enter  into  a  Treaty 
with  this  Owen  Roe  0  Neile\  which  certainly  faved  the 
few  Troops  he  had  under  his  Command,  and  thereby 
preferved  the  Parliament’s  Intereft  in  that  Country  \ 
However,  it  gave  fuch  Offence,  that  on  his  Return  he 
was  fubjebted  to  a  ItriCt  Enquiry  by  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  who  after  a  full  Hearing  of  the  Matter,  came 
to  a  Refolution  againft  the  Treaty,  but  in  Juftification 
of  Monk's  Intention  therein,  which  fome  think  the 
General  never  forgot  k.  I  muft  own  this  appears  to 

me  one  of  the  darkeff- Parts  of  his  Hiilory  ;-but  what  I 

find 


>  Ludlow’s  Memoirs,  Gumble’s  Liie  or  Monk,  Skinner  s 
Life  of  Monk.  *  Moderate  Intelligencer  from  June  7  to 
,4  i6aq  N°22I.  Hiilory  of  Indfepenoancy,  part.  11.  p.  2  0. 
Whitlock’s  Memorials,  Hiilory  of  the  War  in  Ireland,  and  kie 
fcveral  Lives  of  Monk  before -cited. 
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find  moft  probable  is,  that  the  Parliament’s  Befolutiort 
Was  intended  purely  to  wipe  off  the  Odium  of  having 
treated  with  an  Irijh  Papijl ,  and  that  Colonel  Monk 
did  nothing  therein  but  under  Direction :  and  this  I  think 
fufficiently  appears  from  the  Parliament’s  having  carried 
on  a  private  Treaty  with  an  Agent  of  O  Neile’s  at  Lon* 
don1,  and  from  the  Stile  of  their  Refolution,  in  which* 
though  they  declare  the  Fait  to  be  criminal,  yet  they 
admit  the  Man  to  be  innocent;  which  I  conceive  he  could 
not  well  be,  unlefs  he  had  known  their  Intentions  m. 

OLIVER  Cromwell  was  now  entrufted  with  the 
foie  Direction  of  the  Irijh  War,  and  Monk  was  out  of 
all  Employment;  which  might  have  ftraitned  him  in 
his  private  Fortune,  if  his  elder  Brother  had  not  died 
without  Iffue  Male,  by  which  he  inherited  the  Eltate 
of  the  Family.  About  this  Time  alfo  he  declared  his 
Marriage,  or  perhaps  fomewhat  later ;  for,  it  fee  ms,  he 
did  not  care  the  World  Ihould  know  he  had  a  Wife, 
till  he  was  fure  of  a  Fortune  to  maintain  her  n.  His  Re- 
pofe  was  of  no  long  Continuance;  for  in  the  Year  1650, 
Cromwell,  when  he  was  about  to  inarch  into  Scotland 

^  2  againlt 


•  •  Lfr°tS,  Mfmoin>Vo1  \P-  z94>  z9F  m  The  Refolution 
is  in  thefe  Words,  “  That  this  Houfc  doth  utterly  disapprove 

of  the  Proceedings  of  Colonel  Monk  in  the  Treaty  and  Cef- 
iation  made  between  him  and  Owen  Roe  O  Neile  j  and  that 
“  this  Houle  doth  detert  the  Thoughts  of  clofing  with  any 

„  ‘  cr  5  there,  who  have  had  their  Hands 

'»  .fl>edjhng  Neverthclefs  the  Houfe  being 

fatisfied,  that  what  the  faid  Colonel  Monk  did  therein  was 
'n  Appreheniion,  neceffary  for  the  Prefervation  of  the 
“  Parhament  of  England’s  Intereft  ,  That  the  Houfe  is  con- 
tent  the  farther  Confideration  thereof,  as  to  him,  be  laid  a- 
lide,  and  lnall  not  at  any  Time  hereafter  be  called  in  Ouef- 

„  J  skinner’s  L'fe  of  General  Monk,  p.  32. 

Eng.ifh  and  Foreign,  Thurloe’s  Papers,  vol.  1.  p.  4-0. 
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againft  the  King,  engaged  him  to  accept  of  a  new  Com- 
miflion.  Skinner  and  fome  other  Writers  talk  of  a  fe- 
cret  Fate  which  over-ruled  him  in  this  A&ion 0 ;  nay, 
fome  of  them  would  infinuate,  that  it  was  purely  to 
revenge  the  Treafon  of  th e  Scots  againft  King  Charles  I. 
that  he  took  Arms  againft  them  now,  when  they  were 
fighting  to  reftore  King  Charles  II p.  But  I  mull  freely 
own,  that  it  appears  to  me  the  highell  Impiety  to  charge 
upon  the  Providence  of  God,  what  would  be  thought 
Weaknefs  in  Man ;  as,  on  the  other  Hand,  I  fee  no  Rea- 
fon  why  we  fhould  facrifice  Truth  to  our  Zeal  for  any 
Perfon,  or  any  Caufe.  I  revere  Monk  as  much  as  any 
Man,  and  yet  I  mull  fpeak  it  as  my  Opinion,  that  he 
deferted  his  Principles  upon  this  Occalion,  that  he  might 
gratify  his  Ambition.  Cromwell  was  fo  fenlible  of  his 
Merit,  that  he  took  a  very  unufual  W ay  to  provide  him 
with  a  Regiment,  by  drawing  fix  Companies  put  of  Sir 
Arthur  Haf trig's,  and  fix  out  of  Colonel  Fenwick’s  Re¬ 
giment  ;  and  to  fecure  him  farther,  he  made  him 
Lieutenant-General  of  the  Ordnance,  and  thus  he  was 
again  embarked  with  the  Parliament  through  the  Inte- 
reft  of  their  General  L 

In  this  Expedition  Cromwell,  though  he  was  a  very 
great  Officer,  certainly  ran  into  a  dangerous  Error, 
which  he  difcovered  lomewhat  of  the  lateft,  and  then 
began  to. retreat  towards  Dunbar,  the  Scots  preffing 
hard  upon  his  Rear.  Finding  himfelf  diftreffed,  he  called 
a  Council  of  War,  in  which  Opinions  were  divided, 
till  General  Monk  delivered  his  in  thefe  Words,  Sir, 


o  L;fe  of  General  Monk.  p.  36  p  See  G-mble’s  Life 
of  Monk,  and  Prince's  Worthies  of  Devon.  Whitlot  , 

Ludlow.  Sir  Philip  Warwick’s  Memoirs. 
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the  Scots  have  Numbers  and  the  Hills ;  thofe  are  their 
Advantages :  we  have  Difcipline  and  Defpair ,  two  Things 
that  will  make  Soldiers  fight ;  and  thefe  are  ours .  Jlfy  Ad¬ 
vice^  therefore ,  is  to  attack  them  immediately ;  which  if  you 
follow ,  1  am  ready  to  command  the  Van .  His  Propofal 
being  accepted,  he  began  the  Attack,  and,  as  Ludlow  ac¬ 
knowledges,  was  the  Inilrumentof  that  Victory,  which 
gained  Cromwell  fo  great  Reputation  r.  The  following 
Summer  he  fpent  in  reducing  the  bell  Part  of  Scotland , 
and  particularly  the  Town  of  Dundee ,  which  made  a 
good  Defence:  he  took  it  notwithftanding  by  Storm,  put 
600  of  the  Garrifon  to  the  Sword, and  committed  other 
Adis  of  Severity,  which,  however  neceffary  they  might 
be  to  his  private  Intereft,  were  certainly  detri  mental 
enough  to  his  public  Charadter,  the  Thing  itfelf  ren¬ 
dering  him  terrible  to  the  Royalifts,  and  the  Manner  of 
it  giving  Diftafte  to  General  Ludlow ,  and  all  the  fober 
Men  of  that  Party  5.  The  Fatigue  of  fo  much  Bufi- 
nefs,  and  perhaps  fome  extraordinary  Agitations  of  Mind, 
threw  him  into  a  dangerous  Fit  of  Sicknefs,  upon  this 
he  applied  for  Leave  to  return  into  England ;  which  ha¬ 
ving  obtained,  he  went  to  Bathy  recovered  his  Health, 

Z  3  and 


r  Skinner's  Life  of  Monk,  p.  38.  Ludlow's  Memoirs,  voL 
i.  p.  328.  s  Skinner’s  Life  of  General  Monk,  p.  40.  where 
he  flips  over  the  Matter  without  any  particular  Notice,  Lives 
Englifh  and  Foreign,  p.  137.  where  it  is  exprelly  faid,  that 
he  put  the  Governor  Robert  Lumfdane  and  800  of  his  Garri¬ 
fon  to  the  Sword.  Sir  Philip  Warwick  in  his  Memoirs,  p. 
361,  fays,  the  Governor  was  barbaroufly  lhot,  after  Quarter 
given,  by  a  fanatick  Officer.  General  Ludlow  in  his  Memoirs, 
vol  i.  p.  366,  affirms  quite  the  contrary,  viz.  that  he  ftormed 
Dundee,  and  being  entered  put  <;  or  600  to  the  Sword,  and 
commanded  the  Governor,  with  divers  others*  to  be  killed  i& 
cold  Blood. 
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and  coming  to  London ,  found  himfelf  named  a  Com** 
miffioner  for  bringing  about  an  Union  between  Scotland 
and  England ,  in  which  without  Doubt  he  was  proper¬ 
ly  employed,  fmce  few  People  at  that  Time  knew  the 
Jntereft  of  both  Nations  better  than  he  did  K 

The  Dutch  War  gave  Occafion  for  removing  Ge¬ 
neral  Monk  from  his  Command  in  Scotland ,  in  order  to 
employ  him  on  board  the  Fleet.  The  Death  of  Colonel 
Popham  made  Way  for  this.  It  was  necefiary  to  fupply 
his  Lofs,  by  fending  an  experienced  Officer  in  his  Stead, 
and  this  induced  the  Parliament  to  call  their  Eyes  upon 
Monk.  He  was  now  near  forty-five  Years  of  Age,  which 
feemed  a  little  of  the  lateft  to  bring  a  Man  into 
a  new  Scene  of  Life.  Yet  it  mull  be  remembered  that 
he  was  bred  in  a  Maritime  County,  and  had  ferved  at 
Sea  in  his  Youth;  fo  that  the  Preferment  was  not  abfo- 
lutely  out  of  his  Way;  or,  if  it  was,  he  foon  made  it 
appear,  that  he  could  eafily  inure  himfelf  to  any  Ser¬ 
vice  that  might  be  beneficial  to  his  Country,  We  find 

him  with  the  Fleet  in  May  1653,  and  on  the  2d  of 

_ * 

June  he  engaged  the  Dutch  Fleet,  being  on  board  The 
Refolution  with  Admiral  Deane ,  who,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  Action  was  killed  by  a  Chain-Shot,  a  new  In¬ 
vention  generally  aferibed  to  de  Wit  u.  Monk  with 
great  Prefence  of  Mind  threw  his  Cloak  over  the  Body, 
2nd  having  fetched  two  or  three  Turns,  and  encou¬ 
raged  the  Men  to  do  their  Duty,  ordered  it  to  be  re- 

w 

jnoved  into  his  Cabin,  The  Difpute  continued  two 

Days, 


*  Gumble’s  and  Skinner’s  Life  of  Monk.  0  Skinner’s 

Life  of  Monk,  p,  45.  Lives  Englifh  and  Foreign,  p.  139.  Sir 
Philip  Warwick’s  Memoirs,  0  366,  Whitlock,  Ludlow,  Ra« 
pin,  &c. 
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Days,  and  ended  at  laft  in  a  compleat  Vidory  gained 
by  the  Englijh .  The  Dutch ,  it  is  true,  denied  this,  and 
the  States  went  fo  far,  as  to  fend  a  Letter  to  their  For- 
reign  Minifters,  directing  them  to  afl'ert  that  it  was 
but  a  drawn  Battel  yet  Van  ^ romp  in  his  Letter  ac¬ 
knowledges  the  contrary,  and  lays  the  Blame  on  the 
Want  of  Ammunition,  and  the  bafe  Behaviour  of 
many  of  his  Captains  x.  This  is  certain,  that  Monk 
difcovered  upon  this  Occafion  fuch  a  Spirit  of  pu filing 
Things  to  the  utmoft,  as  gave  him  great  Reputation. 
He  foon  encrealed  this,  by  engaging  the  Dutch  again  on 
the  29th  of  July,  where  he  likewife  fought  two  Days, 

and  gained  a  compleat  Vi  dory,  as  we  have  el  fe  where 
{hewn  and  (hall  therefore  infill  only  on  a  few  Parti¬ 
culars  relating  to  his  Condud  in  this  Place.  The  Dutch 
Fle^t  was  far  fuperior  to  his,  and  yet  he  not  only  at¬ 
tacked  them,  but  engaged  with  thirty  Sail  of  light  Fri¬ 
gates,  while  the  reft  of  the  Fleet  were  a-Stern,  and 
could  not  get  up.  The  30th  proved  a  foul  Day,  and 
fo  prevented  any  further  fighting.  On  the  31ft  the 

t  '  ~ 

Dutch  had  a  Supply  of  twenty-five  large  Ships,  which 
did  not  hinder  Monk ,  (wrho  now  commanded  in  chief) 
from  attacking  them,  though  he  knew  they  had  ano¬ 
ther  great  Advantage,  viz .  a  Number  of  Fire-Ships, 
whereas  be  had  none  :  nay,  as  if  he  had  been  fecure  of 
the  Vidory,  he  gave  Orders,  that  no  Ship  fhould  be  ta¬ 
ken,  or  Quarter  given ;  for  he  faw  that  fending  off  Ships 
to  convoy  them,  weakened  his  owm  Fleet,  and  there- 

2  4  by 


w  The  Reader  may  find  this  very  Letter  in  Thurloe’s  Pa¬ 
pers,  vol.  i.  p.  273.  x  This  Letter  is  alfo  printed  in  the 

fame  Collection,  vol  i.  p.  270,  y  p.  173. 
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by  leflened  the  Effects  of  their  Victories  z  His  Judg¬ 
ment  appeared  to  be  right  from  the  Confequence  of  this 
Battel,  in  which  :he  Lofs  of  the  Dutch ,  efpecially  that 
of  their  gallant  Admiral  Van  7 romp  was  fo  great,  that 
it  would  not  admit  of  any  Difguifej  but  the  States  were 
forced  to  fend  their  Minifters  hither,  to  conclude  a  Peace 
upon  any  Terms  that  could  be  got*.  After  this,  he  was 
feat  upon  the  Coaft  of  Holland ,  to  deftroy  all  the  Preten- 
ces  of  the  Dutch ,  and  to  make  their  People  fenfible  that 
they  were  throughly  beaten.  On  his  Return  to  Lon¬ 
don  he  found  the  little  Parliament  fitting  by  the  Autho¬ 
rity  of  General  Cromwell ,  who  treated  Monk  however 
fo  kindly,  that  the  General  began  to  be  jealous  of  him, 
till  upon  repeated  Converfations,  he  was  throughly  per- 
fuaded  that  Monk  thought  them,  what  he  was  willing 
every  Body  fhould  think  them,  a  Crew  of  ignorant 
Enthufiafts;  and  then  he  became  perfectly  eafy,  and 
took  Monk  into  his  Favour,  who,  notwithftanding  all 
this  Rindnefs,  declared  himfelf  againft  the  Peace  intend¬ 
ed  with  the  Dutch ;  which  Cromwell  neverthelefs  made, 
having  taken  upon  him  the  Title  of  Protestor,  And  to 
this  the  States  contributed  not  a  little  by  their  Ambaf- 
fadors,  who  reprefented  to  General  Cromwell ,  that  the 
Parliament  he  had  been  pleafed  to  call,  were  a  Set  of 
Men  fitter  for  Bedlam  than  the  Government  of  a 
State,  with  whom  it  was  impoffible  to  treat  or  conclude 
any  Things  but  that,  if  he  would  afliime  the  Govern¬ 
ment, 


z  Bafnage  Annales  des  Provinces  Unies,  vol.  i.  p.  240, 
Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  348.  Burchet,  Columna  Roftrata,  E- 
chard,  Rapin.  a  Clarendon,  Whitlock,  Ludlow,  Sir  Phi* 
lip  Warwick’s  Memoirs,  and  Skinner’s  Life  of  Monk* 


General  MONK.  345 

fnent,  they  would  fubmit  to  any  Terms  he  fhould  think 
reafonable b.  When  he  was  once  fixed  in  his  Protedorate, 
and  felt  the  Weight  of  governing  three  Kingdoms,  he 
began  to  think  of  eafing  himfelf,  by  fending  proper 
Officers  into  two  of  them  ;  and  in  this  Partition,  Scot¬ 
land  fell  to  the  Share  of  General  Monk .  It  was  in  the 
Spring  of  the  Year  1654,  that  Cromzvell  took  this  Re- 
folution,  and  Monk  readily  accepting  the  Commiffion, 
went  down  thither  in  the  Month  of  April*. 

He  found  the  Kingdom  in  the  utmoft  Confufion,  the 
Englijh  Army  very  fmall,  and  very  ill  governed,  being 
under  the  Command  of  Col.  Deane ,  a  timorous  Man, 
and  one  that  knew  not  how  to  direct  any  thing  in  fuch 
a  critical  Conjundure.  A  great  Part  of  the  Nobility 
were  in  Arms  for  the  King ;  and  as  to  the  reft  of  the 
People,  they  were  fplit  into  innumerable  Parties,  by 
Quarrels  amongft  their  Minifters d.  The  General  (hew¬ 
ed  himfelf  a  true  Servant  of  Cromwell's ;  he  not  only 
purfued  the  Bufinefs  of  the  War  indefatigably,  but  by 
fetting  a  Price  on  the  Heads  of  the  principal  Cava¬ 
liers,  filled  their  Minds  with  fuch  Diftrufts,  that  they 
ever  after  aded  as  in  Confufion e.  He  ereded  Garrifons 
and  Magazines  in  the  moft  diftant  Parts  of  the  Nation, 

ufing 


b  Skinners  Life  of  Monk,  p.  51.  c  Carrington's  Life 
of  Cromwell,  Skinner's  Life  of  Monk,  p.  55.  Whitlock's. 
Memorials.  .  d  Clarendon,  Whitlock,  Heath,  Gumble  and 
Skinner’s  Life  of  Monk.  e  See  this  Proclamation,  figned 
G.  Monk,  and  dated  at  Dalkeith,  May  4th,  1654.  In  it  he 
mentions  Major  General  Middleton,  the  Earl  of  Athol,  the 
Earl  of  Sea. forth,  the  Lord  Vifcount  Kenmure,  and  Major- Ge- 
iseral  L)  ay  el;  for  the  killing  ot  whom,  or  bringing  them  Pri- 
foners  to  an  Englilh  Garrifon,  he  offers  200  Pounds  a  Head 
This  Proclamation  is  in  the  late  Colleftion  gf  TJwloe’s  State- 
Papers,  vol  ji.  p.  z6l, 
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ufing  fuch  Severity  towards  all  who  refilled,  and  fuch 
Lenity  to  all  who  fubmitted,  that  in  a  very  fhort  Time 
hefubdued  the  whole,  Kingdom.  When  the  War  was 
over,  he  fixed  himfelf  at  the  Houfe  of  the  Countefs  of 
Buccleugh,  at  Dalkeith,  within  four  Miles  of  Edinburgh  j 
where,  while  he  governed  the  Kingdom  more  abfolutely 
than  moll;  of  its  Monarchs  had  done,  he  lived  with  all 
the  Moderation  of  a  private  Man,  and  made  Hufbandry 
and  Gardening  his  foie  Diverfionsf.  Cromwell  fent  down 
a  Commiffion  to  direct  Civil  Affairs,  under  the  T  itle  of 
a  Council  of  State,  confifting  of  the  Lord  Broghil  who 
was  Prefident,  Colonel  Howard ,  afterwards  Earl  of  Car- 
lip,  Colonel  William  Lockhart,  Colonel  Adrian  Scroop , 
Colonel  John  Wetham,  and  Major  General  Difbrow *  *. 
The  Majority  of  this  Council  concurred  with  Monk  in 
every  Thing,  fo  that  in  the  main,  the  Civil  as  well  as 
Military  Power  was  in  his  Hands,  and  he  managed  it  ia 
fuch  a  Manner,  that  the  People  had  not  either  Reafon  or 
Inclination  to  complain  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  were  very 
thankful  and  contented.  He  feems,  however,  by  his 
Letters,  to  have  been  llrongly  attached  to  Cromwell , 
fince  we  find,  that  he  not  only  communicated  to  him 
all  that  he  could  difcover  of  the  King’s  Intelligence 
there  with  others,  but  fent  him  alio  the  Copy  of  a  Letter, 
written  by  King  Charles  II.  to  himfelf  ;  which  hitherto 
has  been  always  mentioned  as  a  Proof  of  Monk’s  early 
Affe&ion  for  the  King’s  Service,  on  a  Suppofition,  that 

though  he  did  not  arfwer,  he  concealed  it  ,  which  Sup* 

pofition 


f  Skinner’s  Life  of  Monk,  p.  70.  Gumble,  Prince,  &C. 

*  Clarendon,  Whitlock,  Heath,  Skinner,  Prince. 
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poftion  is  now  overturned  h.  Yet  all  his  Precaution  did 
not  fecure  him  from  the  Jealoufy  of  the  Protestor,  who 
was  a&ually  contriving  how  to  remove  him,  when 
Death  put  an  end  to  his  Projedls.  A  little  before  his 
End,  however,  he  wrote  the  General  a  long  Letter, 
concluding  with  the  following  Poftfcript,  which  I  con¬ 
ceive  affords  us  a  better  Pi&ure  of  Oliver ,  than  is  any 
where  to  be  met  with,  and  which  is  fingular  drawn  by 
his  own  Hand  \ 

"  '  r 

•  c  „  * 

THERE  be  that  tell  me,  that  there  is  a  certain 
cunning  Fellow  in  Scotland,  called  George  Monk,  who  is 
faid  to  lye  in  wait  there ,  to  introduce  Charles  Stuart.  / 
pray  ufe  your  Diligence  to  apprehend  him ,  and  fend  him  up 
to  me • 

Yet,  as  a  Creature  of  Cromwell *s9  he  was  hated  by 
the  Common-wealth  Party,  and  a  Confpiracy  had  been 
formed  again#  him  by  Colonel  Overton ,  in  which  Sin- 
dercorne  had  undertaken  to  murder  the  General,  who 
afterwards  made  a  like  Attempt  upon  Cromwell  •  but 
Monk  having  difcovered  and  difappointed  the  Plot,  con¬ 
tented  himfelf  with  fending  the  Author's  of  it  up  to 
London  k.  The  Principal  Caufe  of  the  Protedlor’s  Jea- 
ioufy,  was  the  Kindnefs  (hewn  by  the  General  to  the 

Scots , 


This  Letter  of  King  Charles  II.  to  Monk,  is  dated  Colen 
Augull  12,  1655,  and  was  communicated  to  Dr  Peter  Bar* 
wick,  by  Monk’s  Son,  as  a  Proof  of  his  Father’s  early  Loyalty  * 
but  it  appears  from  Thurloe’s  Papers,  that  Monk  gave  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  every  Thing  that  palled  in  Scotland,  and  particu¬ 
larly  fent  him  up  this  very  Letter,  with  many  others  i  Sirin 

ne/s  Life  of  Monk,  p.  Thi’s  State- Papers’ 

voJ.  «r.  f>.  15%,  ^  * 
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Scots ,  for  finding  them  of  his  own  Temper,  that  is  to  fay, 
of  a  Civil,  though  referved  Nature,  he  admitted  them 
freely  to  his  Prefence,  of  what  Party  foever  they  were. 
Immediately  on  Oliver’s  Death,  he  proclaimed  Richard , 
from  whom  he  received  a  very  kind  Letter,  which  con¬ 
tained  aFa&  not  likely  to  be  true,  viz.  that  his  Father 
had  directed  him  to  be  governed  chiefly  by  Monk’s  Advice ; 
whereas  he  was  fcarce  in  his  Senfes,  when  he  appointed 
him  to  the  Succeflicn !.  The  further  to  conciliate  Monk’s 
Friendfliip,  the  Protestor  fent  down  CommifTary  Clarges , 
Brother  to  Lady  Monk ,  laden  with  Promifes  $  which, 
however,  had  no  Effedl  upon  the  wary  General,  who 
received  his  Commands  refpect fully,  wrote  a  civil  An- 
fwer  to  Thurloe’s  finooth  Letter,  and  took  all  the  Care 
he  could  to  fecure  his  Command  in  Scotland ,  ’till  he  faw 
what  Turn  Things  in  England  would  take,  it  having 
been  his  Opinion,  that,  if  Oliver  had  lived  much  longer, 
he  would  have  been  fliaken  in  his  Seat m. 

The  fucceeding  Troubles  in  England ,  therefore,  were 
very  far  from  furprizing  him.  On  the  contrary,  they 
were  what  he  looked  for,  and  expected;  and  it  was  very 
eafy  to  forefee,  that  in  Confequence  of  them,  fome  At¬ 
tempts  would  be  made  to  reftore  the  King.  It  would 
be  befide  the  Defign  of  this  Treatife  ;  it  would  require 
much  more  Room  than  we  have  to  fpare ;  and,  after  all, 
it  would  be  in  a  great  Meafure  needlefs,  confidering  what 
has  been  already  written  on  the  Subjedt,  for  us  to  enter 

deeply  into  the  Intrigues  made  ufe  of,  while  General 

Monk 


m  Clarendon,  Whit- 


1  Skinner’s  Life  of  Monk,  p.  75. 
leek,  Guxnble,  Skinner,  and  Price. 
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Monk  was  in  Scotland ,  to  bring  him  into  that  Intereft  \ 
We  fhall  content  ourfelves  therefore  with  faying,  that  he 
a6ted  in  this  Matter  with  the  utmoft  Prudence  and  Cir- 
cumfpeftion  ;  fo  that  what  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  and 
Bifhop  Burnet  have  fuggefted,  that  he  was  a  Man  of 
flow  Parts  and  flender  Abilities,  ought  to  be  confidered 
rather  as  the  Effect  of  their  Prejudices,  than  of  the  Ge¬ 
neral’s  Conduit  °.  The  Truth  is,  they  were  both  out 
of  this  Secret ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  former  had  no  Hand 
in  it,  and  the  latter  had  never  fo  much  as  heard  of  it> 
which  was  Reafon  enough  for  them  to  write  as  they 
did.  The  General’s  Council  confifted  chiefly  of  La- 
dies.  He  correfponded  in  England  with  the  Lady  Saville  \ 
he  managed  all  Scotland  by  the  Afliltance  of  the  Coun- 
tefs  of  Buccleugh ,  and  confulted  much,  in  regard  to  his 
perfonal  Conduit,  with  his  Wife,  a  Woman  of  quick 
Parts,  and  a  thorough  Royalift.  He  had,  befides,  fome 
Confidents  who  will  appear  to  Pofterity  more  worthy 
of  the  Truft  he  repofed  in  them,  for  having  never 

boafted 


n  The  curious  Reader  may  confult  the  Life  of  Dean  Barwick, 
wherein  he  will  find  the  belt  Accounts  that  were  ever  publilhed 
of  this  Matter;  and  yet  tie  Earl  of  Clarendon  fays  nothing  of 
the  Services  of  this  Doctor  John  Barwick,  though  no  Man 
was  better  acquainted  with  them  than  himfelf:  which  fhews, 
that  there  are  fome  Things  in  which  that  Hiltory  is  not  alto* 
gether  to  be  depended  on.  °  It  is  clear  from  what  Lord 
Clarendon  fays,  that  he  was  altogether  unacquainted  with  the 
General's  Intentions,  and  could  only  colled  his  Defign  from 
his  Manner  of  a&ing.  His  Refervednefs,  therefore  to  fo 
haughty  a  Man,  might  well  enough  induce  him  to  fpeak  fo 
coldly  as  he  does  of  the  General's  Performances.  Yet  he  does 
not  pretend  to  enter  deeply  into  his  Chara&er,  as  Burnet  does, 
who  mull  know  much  lefs  of  it,  and  that  only  from  Con¬ 
vention  in  a  Court  where  Monk’s  Patriotifm  and  Severity  of 
Morals,  had  left  him  few  Friends,  and  created  him  many 
Enemies. 


t  ^  \ 
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boafled  of  the  Affiftance  they  gave  him,  as  others  did* 
who  afforded  him  much  lefs.  Among  the  firft,  I  reckon 
his  Wife’s  Brother  Do&or  Clargei ,  Colonel  Cloberry ,* 
and  General  Morgan  ;  amongft  the  latter,  his  Chaplains 
Price  and  Gumble ,  with  many  others  p. 

I  n  the  Management  of  all  great  Undertakings,  the 
fureft  Signs  of  a  true  Genius,  is,  the  Difpofition  of  its 
feveral  Parts.  This  fhews  the  firft  Mover  ;  this  marks  the 
ruling  Chara&er,  that  Superiority  of  Skill  and  Condudl 
which  denominates  a  Man  truly  wife  and  great.  Let  us 
fee,  then,  what  it  was  Monk  was  to  overthrow,  what  to 
eftablifh,  and  what  Force  he  had  to  doit  with.  He  was 
to  change  a  Settlement,  new  indeed  in  itfelf,  but  in  Ap¬ 
pearance,  fo  much  the  ftronger,  having  all  the  Authority 
in  the  three  Kingdoms,  a  Veteran  Army  of  upwards  of 
30,000  men  in  England  and  Ireland^  and  a  victorious  Fleet 
on  its  Side.  He  wras  to  reftore  a  loft  Caufe,  in  the  Opinion 
of  its  belt  Friends  ;  a  Caufe  which  he  durft  not  fo  much 
as  own  ;  a  Caufe  againft  which  himfelf  had  done  much, 
and  the  Troops  he  commanded,  more ;  all  which  he  was 
to  do,  with  a  Body  of  between  5  and  6000  Men,  which 
were  fo  far  from  being  better  Troops  than  thofe  they 
were  to  oppofe,  that  in  Reality  they  were  not  their 
Equals.  Yet  he  performed  what  he  purpofed,  he  triumph¬ 
ed  overall  thefe  Difficulties;  and  he  did  this  by  a  juft 
Diftribution  of  the  feveral  Parts  of  his  Scheme,  any  one 

of 


P  The  Capital  Secret  of  the  Reftauration  was  the  General’s 
forming  the  Defign  of  it,  which  he  did  in  Scotland,  and  by 
the  Affiftance  of  the  Counted  of  Buccleugh,.  drew  ail  the 
Loyal  Nobility  to  confide  in  him  :  a  Thing  which  Bifhop  Bur¬ 
net  knew  nothing  of,  though  it  was  in  1  ruth  the  great  Spr.ng 
of  the  Affair,  and  the  cleared  Prool  that  the  General  a&ed 
uniformly  through  the  whole  Expedition. 
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t>f  which,  had  it  been  omitted  or  mifplaced,  had  ruined 
the  whole. 

He  fecured  Scotland  behind  him,  raifed  a  fufficient 
Sum  of  Money  to  put  the  firft  Springs  in  Motion,  and 
excited  fuch  a  Spirit  in  his  Army,  as  fitted  it  for  the 
prefent  Work.  Next  he  took  Care  to  dir  the  Humours 
in  the  Body  Politick  ;  to  rouzeand  animate  all  the  Parties 
in,  the  Nation,  that  they  might  move,  and  aft,  and  (hew 
their  Strength.  He  fet  up  Fairfax  againft  Lambert ,  and 
foroke  his  Veteran  Army,  by  (hewing  them  their  old  Ge¬ 
neral.  He  made  ufe  of  honed  Doftor  Price  to  feed  the 
Royalids  with  Hopes,  while  his  own  Aftions  could  give 
them  none.  By  the  talkative  Mr.  Gumble ,  he  wrought 
upon  the  Common-wealth’s  Men,  by  gracious  and  yet 
•general  Anfwers,  he  kept  himfelf  well  with  all  Parties, 
without  declaring  for  any.  He  prevailed  with  the  Par¬ 
liament  to  part  with  a  better  Army  than  his  own,  merely 
from  the  Opinion  of  his  being  their  bejl  Frie?id:  When 
he  came  to  London ,  he  (hewed  himfelf  the  very  bejl  of 
their  Servants ,  by  obfequioufiy  performing  the  dirtied  of 
their  Work,  and  thereby  proving  them  to  be  the  worjl 
of  Mafers ,  he  paved  the  Way  for  outing  them  of 
their  Authority.  Thus  he  went  beyond  them  in  their 
own  Arts,  outdripped  them  in  Cunning,  and  having 
the  City  and  the  Country,  as  well  as  the  Fleet  and 
the  Army,  on  his  Side,  he  gave  Law  to  thofe  who  had 
been  fo  long  Diffators  %  _ 

By 


a  See  Clarendon,  Whitlock,  Ludlow,  Kennet,  Echard,  Ra- 
pin  ;  as  alfo  Gamble’s  Life  of  Monk,  Doctor  Price’s  Mydery 
and  Method  of  the  Reilauration,  Skinner’s  Life  of  Monk,  and 
Sir  Pnilip  Warwick’s  Memoirs, 
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By  recalling  the  fecluded  Members,  he  of  a  Rump 
made  them  a  Houfey  and,  by  their  own  Confent,  fairly 
diflblved  that  long  Parliament,  which  might  otherwife 
have  been  everlafting.  After  doing  all  this,  he  did  Hill 
more;  he  refufed  the  Kingdom,  when  it  was  offered  him 
by  the  diftradled  Republicans,  to  keep  it  from  its  right 
Owner,  and  when  our  old  Enemies,  the  French ,  would 
have  lent  him  their  Affiftance  to  have  hindred  the  Re¬ 
turn  of  a  Monarch,  who  they  forefaw,  unlefs  they  mif- 
Jed  him,  muft  be  the  firft  in  Europe  ;  and  this  they  did 
as  good  Politicians,  though  that  Monarch  was  a  Grand- 
fon  of  France .  But  Monk  generoufly  defpifed  a  Diadem 
tb  which  he  had  no  Right,  and  with  equal  Greatnefs  of 
Mind,  refufed  to  make  any  Terms  with  him  to  whom 
it  belonged r.  He  faw  the  Folly  of  cobling  Conftitu- 
tions,  and  pretending  to  take  Power  from  one  Set  of 
Men  to  give  it  to  another  :  he  chofe,  therefore,  like  a 
wife  and  honed:  Man,  to  fix  Things  upon  their  old 
Bottom,  and  to  leave  the  King’s  Power,  and  the  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Freedom,  to  be  difcuffed  in  the  only  Affembly  that 
could  have  a  Right  to  meddle  with  them s.  Thus  was 

the 


t  Mr.  Locke,  on  the  Credit  of  the  Earl  of  Shaftdbury,  has 
publifhed  a  very  drange  Story  in  relation  to  the  Conduct  of 
this  great  Man,  as  if  he  had  agreed  with  the  French  Am* 
baffador  to  take  upon  him  the  Government ;  which  Story  is 
reported  at  large  by  Echard  in  his  Hiliory,  p.  757;  this, 
as  it  is  incredible  in  it’s  Nature,  fo  it  is  improbable  in  its  Cir- 
cumdances,  and  fupported  by  no  Authority  in  the  World, 
but  that  of  a  vain  Man,  who  was  defirous  of  taking  the 
Merit  of  the  Redauration  to  himfelf.  *  The  very  Enemies 
of  Monk  have  always  allowed  him  this  eminent  Service  of 
redoring  the  King  without  Conditions,  to  which  we  owed  t  at 
ten  Years  Calm  fucceeding  the  King's  Return;  whereas,  if  he 
had  fubmitted  to  Conditions,  we  mud,  from  the  Nature  ot 
Things,  have  relapfed  into  Confufion  immediately* 
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the  Reftauration  begun,  profecuted,  and  perfefted  by 
Monk ,  who  received  as  Favours  from  the  King,  his 
Titles,  Preferments  and  Fortune)  which  to  be  fure  he 
might  have  had  in  another  Way.  And  yet  this  is  the 
Man  whom  almoft  all  our  Hiftories  treat,  as  having  on¬ 
ly  fecond  Rate  Parts,  afting  as  he  was  prompted  by 
Men  of  brifker  Tempers,  and  invited  by  favourable  Oc- 
cafions)  as  a  horrid  Diflembler,  though  he  refufed  to  take 
the  Engagement,  and  was  never  concerned  in  the  War 
againft  Charles  I.  as  an  avaritious,  all-grafping  Perfon, 
though  it  is  confefled,  that  he  afked  nothing  from  his 
Sovereign,  to  whom  he  gave  all )  as  a  Man  utterly  un¬ 
fit  for  Bufinefs,  who  yet  had  (hewn  himfelf  a  great 
Captain  in  Ireland ,  an  excellent  Governor  in  Scotland * 
and  a  profound  Statefnian  in  England ,  not  to  mention 
his  Reputation  as  an  Admiral,  acquired  by  humbling 
Holland :  but  it  is  one  Thing  to  merit  a  Character,  and 
another  to  purchafe  it.  The  latter  was  not  Monk’s 
Talent,  he  provided  for  his  Relations  and  Friends,  but 
he  was  no  Encourager  of  Flatterers,  and  withal  being 
a  bad  Courtier,  he  was  feldorti  thought  of  after  the  Re¬ 
ftauration  but  when  he  was  neceflary,  and  this  happen¬ 
ing  pretty  often  $  leads  us  to  the  reft  of  his  Hiftory, 
in  which  we  fhall  ftill  find  him  appear  with  Honour* 
and  perform  with  Succefs. 

The  Command  of  the  Army  Was  continued  to  the 
Duke  of  Albemarle  as  long  as  there  was  an  Army  to 
command:  he  was  likewife  made  Matter  of  the  Horfe, 
and  one  of  the  King’s  Bedchamber.  Bifhop  Burnet  has 
faid  abundance  of  invidious  Things  of  him)  and  this  will 
make  it  neceflary  to  fhew  how  falfe  they  are,  and  how 
little  Credit  is  due  to  all  the  Infinuations  of  that  Prelate 
Vol,  II,  A  a  againft 
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againft  this  great  Man’s  Character.  He  fays  he  was  ra¬ 
venous,  as  well  as  his  Wife,  who  was  a  mean  contemp- 
tible  Creature,  (bad  Words  thefe  in  a  Bifhop’s  Mouth, 
who  at  other  Times  could  fay  foft  Things  of  the  La¬ 
dies)  and  adds,  that  he  foon  loft  all  perfonal  Regard  by 
becoming  ufelefs '.  When  he  was  created  a  Duke,  the 
King  fettled  7000  /.  a  Year  on  him,  though  100,000/. 
had  been  propofed  before  the  Reflauration  took  Place. 
When  he  was  called  up  by  Writ  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
he  was  attended  by  almoft  a  whole  Houfe  of  Commons 
to  the  Door ;  a  very  unufual  Mark  of  Refpedt,  which 
could  only  be  due  to  extraordinary  Merit,  and  muft 
have  flowed  from  their  Senfe  of  it.  Various  Plots  were 
framed  immediately  after  the  King’s  Return  ;  and  in  all 
thefe  the  Duke’s  Life  was  particularly  aimed  at}  this 
feems  to  be  a  ftrong  Proof  of  his  Confequence,  and,  if 
we  were  to  demand  another,  we  cannot  defire  a  better 
than  what  all  the  Hiftories  of  thofe  Times  tell  us,  viz. 
That  thefe  Infurreclions  were  chiefly  fupprefl’ed  by  his 
Activity  at  the  Head  of  his  own  faithful  Regiment  . 
His  Succefs  in  this  Refpeft  gave  him  an  Opportunity  of 
defer ving  as  much  from  the  Nation  by  his  Patnotifm, 
as  ever  he  did  from  the  King  by  his  Loyalty.  It  was 
fuggefted  in  Council,  that  thefe  Tumults  fhewed  how 
little  Ufe  could  be  made  of  T rained-Bands }  and,  there¬ 
fore,  that  it  was  fit  a  Part  of  the  Army  fhould  be  kept  up. 

The  Duke  faid,  this  could  not  be  done  without  giving 

the 


*  Burnet’s  Hiftory  of  his  cnvn^  Times,  vol.  1.  Book  ^11. 
»  Philips’s  Continuation  of  He,atn  s  Cnromcle.  - 
Continuation  of  Biker’s  Chronicle,  Life  of  Dean  Barwc  , 
Skinner’s  Life  of  General  Monk,  bir  Philip  vVa 
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the  People  a  Jealoufy  of  the  King ;  and  that  the  belt 
Way  to  gain  their  Affedions,  was  to  rely  upon  them 
I  leave  the  Reader  to  judge,  with  what  Decency  this 
Man  could  be  faid  to  forfeit  all  perfonal  Regard,  and 
to  become  in  a  Ihort  Time  ufelefs. 

But  the  Bifhop  is  not  content  with  barely  charade- 
rizing  this  noble  Perfon,  he  charges  him  with  three 
glaring  Crimes ;  which,  as  they  relate  to  the  molt  emi¬ 
nent  Actions  of  his  Life,  we  fhall  briefly  confider.  The 
firlt  is  the  Murder  of  the  Marquis  of  Argyle .  This 
Nobleman  was  queltioned  before  the  Parliament  of  Scot¬ 
land,  for  concurring  with  the  late  rebellious  Powers; 
He  pleaded,  that  he  complied  with  them  only,  and 
made  a  very  ftrong  Defence  x :  but  the  Bilhop  fays,  that 
Monk  having  feveral  Letters  of  his,  which  fully  (hewed 
that  his  Inclinations  as  well  as  his  Addons  were  with 
the  prevailing  Party  ;  he  fent  thefe  down,  which  were 
read  in  Parliament,  and  by  this  Breach  of  private  Friend- 
fhip  he  brought  the  Marquis  to  the  Block  y .  Now  to 
this  I  fay,  that  the  Fad  cannot  be  true  for  many  Rea- 
ions :  I  fhall  mention  only  a  few.  Firlt,  the  Marquis  in 
his  Defence  complains,  that  he  was  furprized  into  being 
prefent  at  Oliver's  Proclamation  as  Protedor,  by  General 
Monk's  fending  for  him  to  the  Council,  without  letting 
him  know  what  was  to  be  done.  Would  he  have  com¬ 
plained  of  this,  and  have  palled  by  the  Letters;  or  would 
not  this  Complaint  have  been  ridiculous  if  there  had 


been  any  fuch  Letters  *  ?  II.  The  Marquis  died  with  an 
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Appeal 


w  Skinner's  Life  of  Monk,  p.  32-2.  x  The  Proceedings 
again  it  him  may  be  found  in  the  2d  Volume  of  State-Trials. 
y  burners  Hifioiy  of  his  own  Times,  vol  i  Book  iL  z  Stats- 
Inals,  voh  11. 
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Appeal  to  God  for  the  Sincerity  of  his  Defence,  and 
wrote  a  Letter  to  the  King,  affirming  the  fame  Thing, 
a  Copy  of  which  I  have  feen  \  Would  fo  wife  a  Man 
as  the  Marquis  certainly  was,  have  done  this,  if,  as  Bur¬ 
net  fays,  his  own  Letters  had  made  the  Thing  fo  plain,' 
that  his  Friends  had  nothing  to  fay  ?  III.  This  does  not 
at  all  agree  with  Monk's  Character.  He  was  an  Advo¬ 
cate  for  Mercy  to  the  Regicides  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords; 
he  was  filent  on  the  Bench  at  the  Old-Bailey  when  corn- 
mi  (Honed  to  try  them;  and,  which  is  much  more  to 
the  Purpofe,  he  faved  Sir  Arthur  Haflerig's  Life  and 
Eftate,  (the  bittereft  perfonal  Enemy  he  had  in  the 
World)  by  owning  a  Promife  to  him,  which  fome  fay 
he  never  made.  This  feems  to  fliew  him  of  no  be¬ 
traying  Spirit b.  IV.  There  was  no  Occafion  for  Ar- 
gyle  to  write  any  fuch  Letters,  for  Monk  never  was  in 
England  after  Oliver  became  Protedlor ;  and  it  is  hard  to 
underftand,  why  the  Marquis  fhould  apply  to  him  in 
Scotland ,  when  he  could  fo  eafily  have  Audience  of 
Cromwell  in  London ,  where  he  often  was c.  •  V.  But' 
the  Thing  is  now  out  of  Doubt;  for  by.  the  Publication 
of  Tburloe’ s  Papers  it  appears,  that  Monk  never  confi- 
dered  the  Marquis  in  this  Light,  but  always  reprefented 
him  as  a  fecret  Friend  to  the  King,  and  an  aftive  Ene¬ 
my  to  the  Protestor’s  Government d. 

J  The 


a  By  the  Favour  of  his  Nephew,  the  Honourable  Mr.  Archi¬ 
bald  Campbell.  In  this  Letter,  the  Marquis  infills  on  his 
Loyalty  in  very  high  Terms;  and  indeed  there  is  a  t  e  ea 
fon  in  the  World  to  believe  he  never  meant  any  Thing  more  in 
his  Proceedings  in  Scotland,  than  to  reftram  the  Power  ot  the 
Crown  within  due  Bounds.  b  Skinner’s  Life  of  Monk  p. 
5,9,320.  c  Ibid.  chap.  vii.  d  See  the  Articles  of  Ar- 

gyie  and  Monk  in  the  3d,  4  th,  and  5th  Volumes  ol  Ugt^e_ 
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The  fecond  Imputation  on  the  Duke  of  Albemarle’s 
Conduct  is  his  recommending  th£  Match  with  Portu¬ 
gal*.  It  is  admitted,  that  this  Propofition  was  made  by 
the  Portugueze  Ambailador  to  the  Duke  before  the 
Kind’s  adlual  Return,  and  that  he  propofed  it  to  his 
Majefty  as  a  Meafure  proper  for  extending  the  Trade, 
and  increafing  the  Influence  of  his  Subjects  abroad.  It 
is  likewife  true,  that  the  Duke  thought  the  Acquifition 
of  Tangier  a  very  confiderable  Thing;  which  will  be 
the  lefs  wondered  at,  if  we  confider  that  in  Cromwell's 
Time  there  was  a  Project  of  getting  it  into  our  Poflef- 
fion.  If,  therefore,  the  Duke  was  for  this  Match  from 
right  Motives,  and  with  a  View  to  the  Interefl:  of  his 
King  and  Country,  as  it  was  plain  he  was,  it  is  very 
hard  .to  arraign  his  Behaviour  upon  Confequences,  which 
it  is  certain  he  could  not  forefee,  and  very  probably 
had  never  confidered.  Befides,  another  Queen  might 
have  been  barren  as  well  as  Catherine ,  and  have  brought 
the  Nation  no  Advantage  at  all ;  whereas,  it  is  certain, 
that  our  clofe  Conjun6tion  with  Portugal  has  been  very 

beneficial  to  us  as  a  Nation,  and  that  our  Acquifitions  of 

> 

Bombay  and  Tangier  became  ufelefs,  or  at  leafl:  inconfi- 
derable  through  our  own  Fault,  through  the  perpetual 
Struggle  of  Fadlions  amongft  us,  which  have  been  al¬ 
ways  our  Bane ;  and  therefore,  to  attribute  thefe  to  the 
Conduct  of  Monk ,  or  to  condemn  him  for  advifing  a 
Treaty  of  Marriage,  which  was  throughly  canvafled 
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State-Papers ;  and  thence  it  will  plainly  appear,  that  there  was 
no  Harmony  between  them,  and  confequently  no  Ground  to 
fuppofe  that  the  Marquis  would  lay  himfelf  open  to  him  by 
his  Letters.  *  Burnet’s  Hiftory,  as  before-cited. 


358  MEMOIRS  of 

in,  and  approved  by  the  Parliament,  is  as  unreafonable 
as  it  is  unjuft  f. 

We  find  the  Sale  of  Dunkirk  charged  folely  upon 
the  Duke,  as  if  he  had  contrived  and  made  the  Bargain 
for  it,  but  then  we  have  no  other  Evidence  than  that 
it  was  Bifhop  Burnet's  Opinion,  grounded  I  fuppofe  on 
Court-Converfation for  I  find  it  charged  by  others, 
who  feem  to  be  as  well  informed  as  he,  to  the  Account 
of  other  great  Counfellors.  That  it  is  not  likely  the 
Motion  came  from  him,  the  Reader  will  eafily  difcern, 
when  I  put  him  in  Mind  of  his  great  Fondnefs  for  ac¬ 
quiring  Tangier ,  and  that  by  the  19th  Article  of  the 
fame  Treaty  of  Marriage  it  was  provided,  that  Dun - 
kirk  fhould  never  be  reftored  to  Spain  $  which  {hews 
how  much  he  had  the  keeping  it  at  Heart15.  To 
fpeak  candidly,  it  is  a  very  difficult  Thing  to  know 
who  advifed  this  Sale,  or  rather,  who  confented  to  it. 
Some  French  Writers  tell  us  the  Affair  was  negotiated 
between  the  Count  d'EJlrades ,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
Clarendon ,  the  Lord  Treafurer  Southampton ,  the  Duke 
of  Albemarle ,  and  the  Earl  of  Sandwich .  The  two  for¬ 
mer 


f  Philips,  Kennet,  Echard,  Skinner’s  Life  of  Monk,  &c. 
%  The  Bifhop’s  Words  are  thefe,  “  The  Matter  under  Debate 
was,  whether  this  Place  ought  to  be  kept  or  fold.  The  Min¬ 
'S4  tary  Men  who  were  believed  to  be  corrupted  by  France, 
faid  the  Place  was  not  tenable;  that  in  Time  of  Peace  it 
«*  would  put  the  King  to  a  great  Charge,  and  in  Time  of  War 
it  would  not  quit  the  Cofl  of  keeping  it.  The  Earl  of  Cla- 
rendon  faid,  he  underflood  not  thofe  Matters,  but  appealed 
<(  to  Monk’s  judgment,  who  did  pofitively  advife  the  letting 
«  it  go  for  the  Money  that  France  offered.”  Yet  I  do  not 
find  the  Duke  of  Albemarle  particularly  charged  in  the  moft 
authentic  Account  we  have  of  this  Matter,  which  is  Sir  b  - 
ward  Harley’s  Account  of  the  Expences  and  Treaiure  of  Dun* 
Lirk,  a  MS.  in  the  Harleian  Library,  *  Echard3p.  bo*. 
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xner  are  acquitted  by  Burnet  and  fome  other  Writers; 
and  as  to  what  he  fays  of' the  Dukes  averting  the  Place 
not  to  be  tenable,  and  thereby  inducing  the  King  to  be 
more  eafy  in  parting  with  it;  I  find  that  Advice  afcribed 
by  others  to  the  Earl  of  Sandwich^  who  to  be  fure  wa^ 
belt  acquainted  with  it,  I  mean  with  the  Place,  its 
Confequence,  and  the  Pofiibility  of  keeping  it  K  How¬ 
ever  the  Duke  a£ted  in  the  Matter,  it  is  plain  he  was 
not  alone  in  his  Sentiments,  and  though,  without  Quef- 
tion,  the  giving  up  Dunkirk  was  a  very  wrong  Step,  yet 
I  think  there  is  much  better  Evidence  to  fix  it  upon  the 
King’s  Neceflities,  and  his  exprefs  Will  and  Pleafure, 
in  order  to  come  at  fo  confiderable  a  Supply  as  500,000 1 
without  the  Affiftance  of  Parliament,  than  to  charge  it 
upon  the  Duke,  who,  for  ought  that  appears,  had  no 
more  to  do  with  it  than  the  reft  of  the  Lords  of  the 

Council  k. 

When  the  fir  ft  Dutch  War  broke  out  in  1664,  we 
find  the  Duke  of  Albemarle's  Name  among  the  Lords 

A  a  4  of 


i  The  true  Reafon  why  fo  great  a  Noife  was  made  about 
this  Affair,  was,  an  Inclination  exprefled  by  the  Parliamenc  to 
annex  this*  Town  to  the  Kingdom  of  England,  and  thereby 
render  it  infeperable.  This  was  done  at  the  Motion  of  Sir 
Edward  Harley,  who  had  been  Governor  of  it,  and  who  was 
fo  good  a  Patriot,  that  he  refufed  a  Peerage,  and  1 0,000  1.  to 
be  paftive  in  this  Matter;  and  for  this  my  Authority  is,  Hiftoire 
de  la  Maifon  de  Harley,  par  Monfieur  Moret,  M.  S.  k  The 
Queen  Mother,  whofe  Prefence  and  Councils  were  always  fa¬ 
tal  to  this  Nation,  was  here  at  the  Time;  and  one  great Caufe 
of  the  King’s  Want  of  Money,  was  to  fettle  a  Court  for  her 
at  Somerfet-Houfe;  another  to  pay  the  Portion  of  the  King’s 
Sifter  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans.  The  French  Kihg  vifibly  pro¬ 
moted  this  Clamour  about  Dunkirk,  by  ftriking  a  Medal  on 
the  Purchafe  with  this  Legend,  Providentia  Principis,  i.  e.  by 
the  Attention  of  the  Prince.  In  the  Exergue,  Dunquerca  Re? 
cuperata.  i,  e.  Dunkirk  reftQted, 
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of  the  Council  fubicribing  the  Proclamation  :  and  there 
feems  to  be  no  Reafon  to  doubt,  that  he  was  very  hear¬ 
ty  in  that  Meafure ;  whereas  the  Chancellor  and  the 
Treafurer  were  both  againft  it  K  The  Duke  of  York, 
as  we  have  before  feen,  at  the  Beginning  of  the  War 
commanded  the  Fleet  in  Perfon,  and  upon  this  Occafion 
he  devolved  the  whole  Adminiftration  of  the  Admiral¬ 
ty  on  the  Duke  of  Albemarle  3  and  this  with  fuch  Cir- 
cumftances  of  Confidence,  as  demonftrated  his  Senfe  of 
his  Grace’s  Capacity  and  Fidelity  This,  added  to  his 
former  Employments,  might  have  fufficiently  occupied 
him,  and  have  even  rendered  the  conferring  on  him  any 
other  Charge,  a  Thing  unthought  of;  and,  yet  when 
the  Plague  broke  out  in  the  fucceeding  Year,  and  the 

King 


1  Kennet,  Echard,  Rapin.  m  This  Letter  deferves  the 
Reader’s  Perufual;  becaufe  it  is  a  direbt  Proof  of  the  Falfhood 
of  this  Afiertion,  That  the  Duke  of  Albemarle  loft  his  Cre¬ 
dit  feon  after  the  Reftauration.  It  runs  thus,  “  My  Lord 
4f  Duke  of  Albemarle,  having  formerly  by  the  King’s  Ap- 
44  probation,  defired  you  to  take  the  Care  of  giving  all  necef- 
<c  fary  Orders  for  the  Affairs  of  the  Navy  during  my  Abfence, 
44  in  the  fame  manner  as  I  ought  to  do  if  prefent,  I  fhould  not 
44  now  need  to  repeat  it  to  you,  were  it  not  to  acquaint  you, 
fe  that  I  have  not  only  by  Word  of  Mouth,  but  alio  by  Wri- 
ting* *  given  the  principal  Officers  and  Commanders  of  his 
“  Majefty’s  Navy,  Directions  to  execute  all  your  Commands. 
■c  I  defire  you,  if  you  find  any  Commanders  or  other  Officers, 
44  negligent  in  the  Difpatch  expected  from  them  for  his  Ma- 

•  ‘  jefty’s  Service,  not  to  be  fparing  in  ufing  your  Authority 
“  for  their  Punifhment  :  whether  by  difplacing  them,  or  fuch 
other  Way  as  you  ftiall  think  fit.  I  have  commanded  my 
-  Secretary  to  leave  with  you  all  fuch  Things  as  may  be  ne- 
ceffary  for  your  Information  ;  if  any  Thing  be  wanting,  up- 
on  the  leaft  Intimation  it  fhall  he  fupplied,  fo  bidding  you 
44  heartily  farewell,  I  am,  & c. 

March  22,  1664-5.  James.’* 

This  Letter  was  tranfcribed  from  a  MS.  in  the  Hands  of 
the  late  Lord  Frederick  Howard, 
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King  faw  himfelf  obliged  to  leave  his  Capital,  he  intrud¬ 
ed  the  Care  of  it,  of  his  Subjects,  and  the  Chief  Con¬ 
cerns  of  his  Kingdom,  to  this  Duke,  who  refided  at 
the  Cock-pit  near  Whitehall  and  with  the  Afliftance  of  the 
Earl  of  Craven ,  and  fome  other  public-Spirited  Perfons 
of  Didindion,  took  Care  of  the  Health,  the  Properties, 
and  Government  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  great  City, 
didributing  daily  the  vad  Charities  that  were  raifed  for 
the  Supply  of  the  diftreffed,  giving  Audience  to  all  who 
had  any  Bufinefs  with  him,  directing  the  Affairs  of  the 
Navy,  while  we  were  engaged  in  a  War  of  fuch  Con- 
fequence,  and  giving  a  condant  Account  of  whatever 
happened  to  the  King  and  his  Miniders  at  Oxford n.  Such 
was  the  Courage,  fuch  were  the  Labours  of  this  great 
Man,  who,  in  the  Midd  of  devouring  Infection,  did 
in  a  Manner  the  whole  Bufinefs  of  the  Nation  ;  and  yet 
he  is  faid  to  have  forfeited  all  perfonal  Regard,  and  to 
have  become  ufelefs  in  a  fhort  Time  after  the  Redau- 
ration. 

While  he  was  yet  charged  with  all  thefe  fatiguing 
Offices,  the  King,  in  the  Spring  of  the  fucceeding 
Year,  fent  for  him  fuddenly  to  Oxford .  He  went  thither 
pod,  and  on  his  Arrival,  after  paying  his  Compliments 
to  his  Majedy,  and  giving  him  a  fuccind  Account  of 
the  Podure  in  which  he  had  left  Affairs  at  London ,  he 
was  told,  that  the  Intent  of  fending  for  him  thither 
was,  to  make  him  joynt  Admiral  of  the  Fleet  with  Prince 
Rupert^  and  that  he  mud  immediately  prepare  to  go  to 
Sea.  He  defired  a  Day’s  Time  to  confider  of  it,  in 
which  Space  he  confuited  with  his  Friends,  who  were 

almod 


»  Skinner’s  Life  of  Monk,  p.  331,332,  333. 


362.  MEMOIRS  of 

i  ■  "S  ' »  r  .  f  ,  .  . 

almoft  unanimoufly  againft  his  accepting  the  Command, 
They  laid,  that  he  had  already  eftablifhed  his  Character 
as  a  Soldier,  Seaman,  and  Statefman  ;  and  that  it  was 
unreafonable,  at  his  Time  of  Life,  for  him  to  Hake  all 
the  Honours  he  had  won,  on  the  Fortune  of  a  Day. 
That  the  Dutch  were  already  driven  into  that  Fury, 
which  made  them  moft  dangerous  at  Sea,  and  that  at¬ 
tacking  them  now,  was  quite  another  Thing  than  it 
was  at  the  beginning  of  the  War:  that  in  ftiort,  the  Lofs 
of  a  Battel  would  exceedingly  tarnifh  his  Reputation, 
whereas,  a  Victory  gained,  could  add  very  little  thereto. 
The  Duke  thanked  them  for  the  Refpedl  they  had  (hewn 
for  his  Perfon  and  Character ;  but  at  the  fame  Time 
added,  the/e  were  out  of  the  Cafe\  that  he  valued  neither , 
farther  than  they  ivere  ufeful  to  his  Country  ;  and  that  he 
was  determined  to  obey  the  King's  Commands ,  fince  he  was 
fure  he  either  could  accomplifh  them ,  or  die  in  the  Attempt  °. 
Having  accepted  this  Commiflion,  he  returned  to  Lon¬ 
don  the  third  Day,  and  though  the  War  and  the  Plague 
had  both  made  great  Havock  amongflt  the  Seamen,  yet 
it  was  no  fooner  known,  that  the  Duke  of  Albemarle  was 
to  command  the  Fleet,  than  great  Numbers  offered 
themfelves  to  the  Service,  becaufe  as  they  phrafed  it,  they 
were  fure,  honefl  George  (for  fo  they  called  the  Duke) 
would  fee  them  ivell  fed  and  jujlly  paid p. 

His  Grace,  in  Conjunction  with  Prince  Rupert , 
ufed  fuch  Diligence  in  equipping  the  Fleet,  that  on  the 
23  d  of  Aprils  being  St.  George's  Day,  they  took  Leave 

of 


0  Memoirs  of  the  Dutch  Wars,  Skinner’s  Life  of  Monk, 
p.  335.  Prince’s  Worthies  of  Devon,  p  471.  p  Memoirs 
of  the  Dutch  Wars.,  p,  39, 
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of  the  King,  and  fell  down  the  River  in  one  of  the? 
Royal  Barges  to  join  the  Fleet :  When  they  arrived  in 
the  Downs ,  the  King  received  Intelligence,  that  the 
French  had  fitted  out  a  flout  Squadron  to  join  with  the 
States  ;  upon  which,  he  fent  down  pofitive  Orders  to 
Prince  Rupert  to  fail  with  twenty  of  the  bell  Frigates  in 
the  Fleet,  to  fight  the  French  Navy  before  it  could  join 
the  Dutch,  This,  without  Queftion,  had  been  a  right 
Meafure,  if  the  King’s  Intelligence  had  been  good  ;  but 
as,  in  Truth,  there  was  no  fiich  French  Squadron,  fo  the 
taking  off  fo  great  a  Part  of  the  Fleet,  expofed  the  Re¬ 
mainder  exceedingly.  Some  have  fuggeffed,  that  there 
was  Treachery  in  this ;  and  indeed,  from  Sir  John  Har¬ 
man's  Letter,  giving  an  Account  of  the  Battel  which 
enfued,  one  would  apprehend,  that  he  was  of  this  O- 
pinion  a.  It  is,  however,  eafy  to  account  for  the  Thing 
otherwife,  and  by  laying  all  Circumflances  together,  I 
mult  own  my/elf  perfuaded,  that  this  Intelligence  was 
owing  to  the  Arts  of  the  French ,  who,  by  pretending 
to  equip  a  great  Squadron,  and  to  fend  it  early  to  Sea, 
thought  to  amufe  both  us  and  the  Dutch ,  and  engage  u$ 
fey  Dint  of  thefe  Preparations  to  take  falfe  Meafures ;  in 
which  they  fucceeded,  for  the  Dutch  Fleet  adtually  ex¬ 
pelled  to  be  joined  by  them,  as  certainly  as  Prince  Rupert 
did  to  meet  them  r. 

The  Duke  of  Albemarle  commanding  now  alone,  dis¬ 
covered  on  the  ift  of  June>  the  Dutch  Fleet,  confifting 
of  about  76  Sail  of  large  Ships,  whereas  the  Duke  had 

not 


a  Kennet’s  Compleat  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  281, 
»  Be  Clerc,  Tom.  p.  138.  de  NeuvilJe,  Vie  de  Ruyter. 
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-not  above  50.  We  have  already  given  an  Account  of 
this  Battel  %  and  fhall  here,  therefore,  confine  ourfelves 
to  fuch  Circumftances,  as  concern  the  Duke’s  perfonai 
Behaviour.  He  immediately  called  a  Council  of  War, 
compofed  of  fome  of  the  gallanteft  Men  that  ever  bore 
Commands  in  the  Englijh  Navy,  and  there,  “  In  regard 
16  feveral  good  Ships,  befides  *The  Royal  Sovereign ,  then 
at  Anchor  in  the  Gun-Fleet ,  (neither  fully  manned, 
“  nor  ready)  would,  upon  their  Retreat,  be  in  Danger 
<c  of  a  Surprizal  by  the  Enemy  ;  and  that  fuch  a  Courfe 
<c  might  make  fome  Impreffion  upon  the  Spirit  and  Cou- 
<c  rage  of  the  Seamen,  who  had  not  been  accuftomedto 
<£  decline  fighting  with  the  Dutch ;  it  was  at  laft  unani- 
cc  moufly  refolved  to  abide  them,  and  that  the  Fleet 
fhculd  prefently  be  put  in  readinefs  to  fall  into  a  Line” L 
Thus  it  appears,  that  this  was  an  Aft  done  by  the 
whole  Council  of  War,  and  upon  very  rational  Motives; 
fo  that  to  charge  the  Duke  with  running  too  great  a 
Hazard  from  his  Contempt  of  the  Dutch ,  is  treating  his 
Memory  ill  without  any  juft  Grounds u.  The  firft  Day 

the 


5  See  p.  253.  t  Skinner’s  Life  of  General  Monk.  p. 
340.  u  Bifhop  Burnet  fays,  that  the  Englifh  Fleet,  by  the 
End  of  the  Fight,  was  quite  unrigged,  and  were  in  no  Con¬ 
dition  to  work  themfelves  off,  fo  that  they  muft  have  been  all 
taken,  funk  or  burnt,  if  Frince  Rupert  had  not  come  in  good 
Time  — —  The  Court  gave  out,  that  it  was  a  Vidory,  and 
public  Thankfgivings  were  ordered  ;  which  was  a  horrid  Mock¬ 
ing  of  God,  and  a  Lying  to  the  World.  We  had,  in  one  Re- 
fpe<ft,  Reafon  to  thank  God,  that  we  had  not  loft  our  whole 
Fleet,  Hiftory  of  his  own  Times,  vol.  i.  p.  377’  37^*  This 
Account  is  viftbly  falfe;  for  if  the  Dutch  could  have  deftroy- 
ed  our  whole  Fleet,  and  were  forced  to  fheer  off,  without  do¬ 
ing  it,  this  was  a  Victory,  the  Enemy’s  Purpole  being  defeat¬ 
ed.  But  the  Dutch  Admiral  owned  the  Fa£t  to  be  other- 
wife,  and  that  the  Duke  with  the  Englilh  Fleet  (before  Frinc@ 
Rupert’s  Arrival)  were  Aggreffors  to  the  laft. 
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the  Enemy  gained  little  or  no  Advantage,  notwithftand- 
ing  their  great  Superiority,  this  was  entirely  owing  to 
the  Duke’s  Example,  who,  though  he  was  once  obliged 
to  be  towed  out  of  the  Line,  yet  after  making  the  ne- 
ceflary  Repairs  in  his  Rigging,  bore  into  the  Centre  of 
the  Dutch  Fleet,  where  he  engaged  de  Ruyter  with  in¬ 
credible  Fury  w. 

The  next  Morning  the  Duke  called  a  fecond  Coun¬ 
cil  of  War,  in  which  he  delivered  himfelf  thus.  If  we 
had  feared  the  Number  of  our  Enemies ,  we  Jhould  have 
fled  Teflerday  \  but ,  though  we  are  inferior  to  them  in  Ships , 
vje  are  in  all  Things  elfe  fuperior .  Force  gives  them  Courage ; 
let  us ,  if  we  need  it ,  borrow  Refolution  from  the  Thoughts 
of  what  we  have  formerly  performed .  Let  the  Enemy 
feel  that  though  our  Fleet  be  divided ,  our  Spirit  is  entire .  At 
the  worfl ,  it  will  be  more  honourable  to  die  bravely  here  on 
cur  own  Element ,  than  to  be  made  Spectacles  to  the  Dutch* 
To  be  overcome ,  is  the  Fortune  of  War  ;  but  to  fly ,  is  the 
Fajhion  of  Cowards .  Let  us  teach  the  Worlds  that  Englifh- 
men  had  rather  be  acquainted  with  Death  than  with  Fear  \ 
The  Engagement  began  about  Eight,  and  continued 
till  it  was  Night  ;  but  our  Fleet  buffered  fo  much,  that 
in  a  Council  of  War  held  in  the  Afternoon,  it  was  re- 
folved  to  make  a  fair  Retreat $  which  the  Duke  perform¬ 
ed  the  next  Day  with  great  Prudence  and  Honour.  In 
the  Evening  of  that  Day,  Prince  Rupert  with  his  Squa¬ 
dron  came  in,  and  the  Duke’s  Fleet  endeavouring  to 

join 
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join  it,  Lhe  Royal  Prince ,  commanded  by  Sir  George 
Ayfcue ,  ran  a-ground,  and  was  burnt  by  the  Enemy* 
Before  Night,  however,  the  Englijf. b  Fleets  joined,  and 
then  it  was  unanimoully  refolved  in  a  Council  of  War, 
that  it  would  be  injurious  to  his  Majefty’s  Honour,  and 
the  Reputation  of  the  Britijh  Fleet,  to  buffer  the  Dutch 
to  return  with  an  Appearance  of  an  Advantage,  and 
that  therefore,  they  fhould  attack  them  the  next  Day, 
as  early  as  poffible  ;  which  was  accordingly  done,  when 
the  Duke,  notwithftanding  his  hard  Service  in  the  three 
former  Engagements,  palled,  in  Conjunction  with  the 

4  ‘  '  •  '*  '  *  ^ 

Prince,  five  Times  through  the  Enemy’s  Fleet,  and  had 
in  all  Probability  beat  them  at  laid,  if  by  an  unlucky  Ac¬ 
cident  the  Prince’s  Ship  had  not  been  difabled,  and  foon 
after  the  Duke’s ;  which,  however,  did  not  hinder  their 
firing  upon  the  Dutch  ’till  it  was  dark  y.  T  wo  Days  after, 
the  Fleet  returned  to  our  own  Coaft,  and  the  Prince  and 
Duke  to  London .  On  the  Report  of  this  extraordinary 
Adtion,  many  took  the  Liberty,  as  his  Friends  forefaw 
they  would,  to  cenfure  the  Duke  of  Albemarle's  Con- 
dudt  ;  but  the  King  having  throughly  examined  the 
Matter,  declared  himfelf  fully  fatisfied  with  his  Behaviour; 
adding,  that  it  was  grounded  on  Reafon  and  Neceffity, 
and  that  the  Honour  of  the  Nation  was  concerned  in  it: 
that  he  had  thereby  given  the  greatelf  Inftance  of  his 
own,  and  of  the  Englijb  Valour;  and  had  raifed  the  Re¬ 
putation  of  our  Naval  Force  to  fuch  a  Height  of  Glory 
as  would  render  it  for  ever  terrible  to  its  Enemies,  and 
refpedted  by  its  Friends  z. 

The 
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The  Dutch  Fleet  having  fufFered  lefs,  was  again 
foon  at  Sea ;  but  they  had  not  been  .long  upon  our  Coaft 
before,  to  their  Amazement,  the  Englijh  Fleet  came  out 
of  the  fhames,  and  then  they  flood  over  to  their  own 
Coaft.  On  the  24th  of  July,  both  Fleets  were  in  Sight  ' 
of  each  other,  and  the  next  Day  by  fix  in  the  Morning, 
a  bloody  Battel  began,  wherein  the  Englijh  gained  a 
clear  and  compleat  Vidtory,  and  the  Dutch  were  driven 
into  their  Ports.  Upon  this,  followed  the  burning  of  the 
Town  of  Brandaris ,  by  Sir  Robert  Holmes ,  where  the 
Enemy’s  Lofs,  as  Mr.  Echard  tells  us,  on  the  Authority 
of  a  good  MS.  in  the  Paper-Office,  fell  very  little  fhort 
of  a  Million  Sterling3.  This  was  the  laft  great  Adtion 
performed  at  Sea  by  the  Duke  of  Albemarle .  On  his 
Return,  he  found  the  City  of  London  in  Afhes,  a  Mif- 
fortune  which,  however,  redounded  to  his  Reputation, 
fince  the  People  faid  openly  in  the  Streets  as  he  palled, 
that  if  his  Grace  had  been  there ,  the  City  had  not  been 
burnt ,  which  is  fuch  an  extravagant  Mark  of  Affedtion 
for  his  Perfon,  as  could  arife  only  from  their  perfedt  Sa¬ 
tisfaction,  in  regard  to  what  he  had  formerly  performed: 
and  it  mult  alfo  add  much  to  his  Character  in  the  O- 
pinion  of  all  true  Judges  of  Merit,  that  he  was  recalled 
from  the  Command  of  the  Fleet  by  his  Majefty,  purely 
to  quiet  the  Minds  of  the  People  upon  this  Misfortune  b. 

In  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1667,  the  King  had  fome 
new  Advices  given  him  about  the  Management  of  his 
Navy,  which  were  by  no  means  approved  by  the  Duke 
of  Albemarle .  The  Drift  of  them  was  this,  that  as  the 

Dutch 


3  Hiftcry  of  England  p.  831,  Gumble’s  Life  of 

Mor-k. 
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Dutch  were  chiefly  fupported  by  Trade,  as  the  Supply 
of  their  Navy  depended  upon  Trade,  and  as  Experience 
fliewed,  nothing  provoked  the  People  fo  much  as  in¬ 
juring  their  Trade,  his  Majefty  fhould  therefore  apply 
himfelf  to  this,  which  would  effedually  humble  them, 
at  the  fame  Time  that  it  would  lefs  exhauft  us,  than 
fitting  out  fuch  mighty  Fleets  as  had  hitherto  kept  the 
Sea  every  Summer  Sir  John  Lawfon  was  particularly 
fond  of  this  Dodrine,  which  by  Degrees  grew  acceptable 
to  the  King,  not  fo  much  from  a  Perfuafion  of  its  be¬ 
ing  juft  and  reafonable,  as  from  a  Senfe  that  it  fuited 
with  his  own  Condition,  the  vaft  Expences  of  his  Court, 
rendering  it  very  difficult  to  raife  fuch  Sums  as  were  re- 
quifite  to  keep  up  the  Navy.  Befides,  there  was  & 
Peace  then  treating,  and  the  King  had  the  ftrongeft 
Aflurances  given  him  from  the  French  Court  (on  pur- 
pofe  to  betray  and  miflead  him)  that  the  Dutch  would 
fit  out  no  Fleet  that  Summer,  and  upon  thefe  Motives 
the  King  took  a  fatal  Refolution  of  laying  up  his  great 
Ships,  and  keeping  only  a  few  Frigates  on  the  Cruize0. 

The  de  Wits,  who  had  perfed  Intelligence  of  all 
that  palled  here,  and  who  perhaps  wanted  not  fome 
Friends  to  propound  fuch  deftrudive  Meafures  as  were 
then  purfued,  immediately  laid  hold  of  this  Opportuni¬ 
ty;  an<j  having  firft  amufed  the  King  with  an  Attempt 
in  Scotland ,  grounded  on  their  Refentment,  as  it  was 
faid,  for  the  Injuries  done  their  *1  rade  by  Privateers  from 
thence,  they  in  the  midft  of  Summer  came  with  a  for¬ 
midable  Fleet,  piloted  by  our  own  Traitors,  into  the 

Mouth 


*  Skinner’s  Life  of  Monk,  p.  367,  368.  Kennet’s  Com 
pleat  Hiftory  of  England,  Echard,  Burnet,  Kapin. 
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Mouth  of  the  Thames^  and  on  Thurfday  the  1 11*1  of  Juni 
1667,  appeared  before  Chatham  d.  In  this  trying  Cir- 
cumftance,  the  moll  difhonourable  to  the  Englijh  Na¬ 
tion  that  perhaps  ever  happened  in  any  Reign,  the  Duke 
of  Albemarle  was  immediately  thought  of,  as  the  fittefk 
Perfon  to  raife  the  Spirits  of  the  People  by  his  Prefence, 
and  to  defeat  the  Enemy’s  Defigns  by  his  CondudE  He 
did  all,  or  even  more  than  could  be  expedted  from  him 
to  fruftrate  the  Scheme  of  the  De  Wits ;  but  fuch  a  Pa- 
nick  had  ftruck  the  People,  and  fuch  a  Want  of  Capa¬ 
city  was  vifible  in  thofe  who  had  the  Diredlion  of  the 
King’s  Yards,  that  his  Orders  were  very  indifferently 
obeyed  e.  He  caufed,  however,  feveral  Ships  to  be  funk 
in  the  narrow  Paffage  by  the  Mufcle-Bank ,  and  took 
fuch  other  Precautions  as  were  of  much  Service;  and, 
had  he  been  well  feconded,  there  is  the  greateft  Reafon 
in  the  World  to  believe  the  Dutch  had  reaped  no  great 
Credit  from  this  Undertaking,  At  leaft,  this  was  the 
Opinion  of  the  Parliament,  who  highly  approved  the 
Duke’s  Condudt,  and  on  the  Narrative  he  prefenled 
them  in  Relation  to  this  Affair,  they  impeached  Com- 
miffioner  Pett,  relying  implicitly  as  to  Fadls  on  the  Cre¬ 
dit  of  what  his  Grace  was  pleafed  to  tell  them  fo 
that  it  was  a  juft  Obfervation,  and  at  the  fame  Time  a 
well  turned  Panegyrick,  of  a  learned  Prelate,  when  he 
faid  of  the  Duke’s  Behaviour  in  this  unlucky  Bufinefs, 
*That  even  where  the  IJJiie  of  the  whole  Matter  was  not 
VoL.  II.  B  b  vjerv 


d  Philips’s  Chronicle,  Burchet,  CoJumna  Roftrata,  Echard, 
Rapin..  e  See  his  Grace’s  Account  of  this  Matter  prefented 
to  Parliament,  which  may  be  found  in  feveral  Books;  but  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  Hiftory  and  Proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons,  printed  for  Chandler,  vol.  i.  p.  1 14,  f  See  the  Heads 
of  this  Impeachment  in  Echafd,  p.  853, 
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very  projperous ,  God  was  pleafea  to  order  His  Part  fo,  that 
he  came  off  with  immortal  Honour  and  deputation  s. 

After  the  Dutch  War  was  over,  and  the  King  had 
it  much  in  his  Mind  to  do  his  People  a  Pleafure,  he 
thought  fit,  on  the  Deceafe  of  the  Earl  of  Southampton , 
to  put  the  Treafury  into  Commiffion;  and  that  it  might 
not  be  furmifed  that  the  Public  was  in  any  Danger  from 
the  Lofs  of  fo  great  a  Man  as  the  T reafurer  was  allow¬ 
ed  to  be,  the  Duke  of  Albemarle  was  put  at  the  Head 
of  that  Commiliion  :  and  this  was  the  laft  Mark  of 
Royal  Favour  in  this  Kind  wrhich  he  received  for  lofing 
his  Health  fuddenly,  (that  till  then  he  had  iurprizingly 
retained,  in  the  midft  of  fo  many  and  fo  great  Fatigues,) 
he  chofe  to  retire  from  public  Rufinefs,  and  to  fpend  the 
Remainder  of  his  Time  in  attending  that  DiiToJution 
which  appeared  to  be  not  far  offh.  Yet,  as  he  had  fome 
Relief  from  his  Diflemper,  which  was  a  Dropfy,  by 
the  A  fli  fiance  of  one  Dr.  Sermon  of  Briftol ,  and  when 
he  relapfed  again,  continued  long  in  a  declining  Way, 
he  Hill  (hewed  much  Loyalty  to  the  King,  and  a  very 
warm  Affeftion  for  his  Country.  Many  Vifits  he  re¬ 
ceived  from  his  Majefty  and  the  Duke  of  York  in  his  laft 
Sicknef s,  whom  he  always  entertained  with  decent  Dif- 
courfes  on  the  Impoffibility  of  fupporting  the  Royal  Au¬ 
thority  any  other  Way,  than  by  purfuing  the  true  In- 
bereft  of  the  Nation.  He  was  likewife  attended  by  the 
moft  confiderable  Perfons  in  both  Houles  of  Parliament, 

ivhom  he  exhorted  to  maintain,  in  their  Legiflative  Ca¬ 
pacities, 


%  Dr.  Seth  Ward,  Bifhop  of  Salisbury,  in  his  Funeral  Sermon 
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parities,  a  good  Correfpondence  with  the  Crown,  and 
with  each  other.  This,  he  faid,  was  the  only  Way  to 
ferve  the  People 5  for  if  once  the  Paflions  of  private 
Men,  or,  which  was  the  fame  Thing  in  another  Drefs, 
the  particular  Intereft  of  Parties  came  to  influence  their 
Debates,  the  Public  would  reap  no  good  Fruits  from 
them.  With  the  fame  Prefence  of  Mind  he  regulated 
the  Concerns  of  his  Family,  caufing  his  only  Son  to  be 
married  to  the  Daughter  of  Lord  Ogle  in  his  Chamber, 
on  the  30th  of  December  1668,  and  on  the  3d  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  following  he  quietly  yielded  up  his  Breath  fitting 

in  his  Chair,  when  he  had  lived  near  threefcore  and  two 
Years  \ 

After  fpeaking  of  him  fo  fully  in  his  public,  it 
may  not  be  amifs  to  fay  fome thing  of  fo  great  a  Man 
in  his  private  Capacity,  the  Temper  of  his  Mind, 
and  his  Abilities,  natural  and  acquired.  As  to  his  Per- 
fon,  he  was  a  Arong  well-built  Man,  of  a  good  Pre¬ 
fence,  and  very  able  to  endure  Fatigue.  The  Advan¬ 
tages  he  derived  from  Nature  were  much  {Lengthened 
by  his  Manner  of  living.  He  was  always  an  early  JRd- 
fer,  his  private  Devotions,  and  whatever  Family  Con¬ 
cerns  he  had  to  manage,  being  con  flan tly  attended  to 
and  difpatched  by  feven  o  Clock,  when  he  gave  Audi¬ 
ence  without  Diflinriion  to  all  who  defired  it,  and  con- 
Aantly  difpatched  ( if  it  was  in  his  Power)  every  poor 
Man  s  Bufinefs  on  the  Spot.  He  was  an  Enemy  to  all 
Oppreflion  in  the  Army,  and  ufed  frequently  to  lay, 
that  his  Officers  Ihould  have  Power  to  command  and  to 

®  k  2  \  protect. 
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protect,  but  not  to  terrify  or  pillage  the  Soldiers  k.  He 
was  a  ftridt  Obferver  of  Difcipline,  of  which  he  gave 
a  ft  range  Inftance  at  the  End  of  the  firft  Dutch  War  in 
Cromwell's  Time.  The  Seamen  came  to  the  Navy- 
Office  in  Crouds  to  demand  their  Prize-Money :  he  told 
them,  that  there  were  1500  Ships  to  be  fold,  and  that 
they  fliould  then  have  their  Money,  with  which  they 
feemed  to  be  fatisfied ;  but  in  the  Afternoon  there  came 
4  or  5000  of  them  armed  towards  Whitehall ,  which 
Monk  hearing  met  them  at  Charing-Crofs,  in  Company 
with  Cromwell  and  fome  other  Officers,  where  without 
much  Expostulation  he  drew  his  Sword,  and  wounded 
feveral  of  them,  upbraiding  them  with  not  depending 
on  his  Word,  who  never  broke  it ;  which  had  fuch  an 
Effefl  upon  them,  that  forgetting  their  former  Fury  they 
quietly  retired,  and  were  afterwards  honeftly  paid  '.  He 
was  extremely  moderate  in  his  Way  of  living,  eating  but 
one  Meal  a  Day,  and  that  homely  and  heartily.  He 
defpifed  and  hated  Drinking ;  and  having  fettled  his  Af¬ 
fections  on  the  Woman  hs  married,  was  a  tender  and 
cpnftant  Husband  through  the  Courfe  of  his  Life.  As 
a  Father,  he  (hewed  more  of  Paffion  than  in  any  other 
Charafter ;  for  on  the  Lofs  of  his  fecond  Son  George 
in  Scotland ,  he  gave  Way  to  his  Grief  to  fuch  a  De¬ 
gree,  as  furprized  all  who  were  acquainted  with  the 

Firmnefs  of  his  Temper  in  other  Refpefls  m.  His  Va¬ 
lour 


*  See  Gamble’s  Life  of  Monk  which 
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lour  was  very  lingular,  for  he  was  fierce  without  lofing 
his  Temper,  and  had  an  extraordinary  Meafure  of  Pa¬ 
tience,  joined  with  boundlefs  Courage ;  and  thefe  Qua¬ 
lities  he  poflefied  even  in  the  Decline  of  Life.  In  the 
fecond  Dutch  War  a  Chain-Shot  took  away  his  Breeches, 
yet  he  never  altered  his  Countenance,  or  his  Place  n.  In 
the  Chatham  Bufinefs,  apprehending  the  Dutch  would 
land,  he  expofed  himfelf  in  the  raidft  of  their  Cannon- 
Shot,  that  his  Example  might  keep  others  to  their  Duty, 
and  defeat  the  Defign  of  the  Enemy,  as  it  did;  and 
when  a  Perfon  of  Diftindlion  expoftulated  with  him  on 
this  Head,  and  would  have  perfuaded  him  to  retire,  he 
anfwered  very  cooly,  S/V,  if  I  had  been  afraid  of  Bui - 
lets^  I  Jhould  have  quitted  this  Trade  of  a  Soldier  long  a - 
go  °.  His  Cardinal  Virtues  were  Prudence  and  Modelly : 
the  former  enabled  him  to  perform  the  great  Things  he 
did,  and  the  latter  retrained  him  from  ever  valuing  him¬ 
felf  on  the  great  Things  he  had  done.  He  was  equally 
dear  to  the  King,  and  to  the  Nation ;  and  it  was  his  pe¬ 
culiar  Felicity  that  he  had  the  Affection  of  both,  with¬ 
out  the  Jealoufy  of  either.  He  would  have  retired  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  Reftauration,  if  his  Country  could 
have  fpared  him ;  and  when  he  faw  he  could  not,  he 
ferved  it  as  chearfully  as  before.  He  ferved  it  in  how 

Bb  3  many 


n  Skinner’s  Life  of  Monk,  p.  342.  The  Duke  of  Bucking¬ 
ham  gives  us  a  much  Wronger  Proof  of  his  Refolution,  on  his 
own  Knowledge ;  for  he  fays,  the  Duke  of  Albemarle  declared 
at  the  Beginning  of  this  A&ion,  that  he  was  fure  of  one  Thing, 
viz.  that  he  would  not  be  taken;  and  that  he  faw  him  charge 
a  little  Pocket-Piilol  with  Powder,  which  his  Grace  believed  he 
would  have  fired  into  the  Powder-Room,  in  Cafe  the  Dutch  had 
boarded  him.  See  his  Memoirs  prefixed  to  his  Works,  p.  6. 
£  (Jumble's  Life  of  Monk. 
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many  Capacities.  He  commanded  the  Army  in  chief, 
when  the  King  and  the  Nation’s  Safety  depended  upon 
that  Command.  He  was  put  at  the  Head  of  a  Commit- 
iion  for  managing  the  Treafury,  or  rather  fettling  it. 


His  Activity  was  neceflary  for  fuppreffing  all  Infurrecli- 


ons.  His  Prefence  was  thought  requifite  in  the  higheft 
Courts  of  Juilice.  If  he  was  intruded  by  the  King  with 


the  Army,  he  was  likewife  entrufted  by  the  Duke  with 


the  Fleet.  He  had  the  Care  of  the  City  when  vifited  with 
the  Plague ;  the  Command  of  the  Navy  when  we  made 
"War  with  France  and  Holland  at  the  fame  Time.  He 
was  fent  for  to  reailhre  the  Minds  of  the  Citizens  after 
the  Fire.  He  was  fent  to  meet  the  threatening  Invafion 
of  the  Dutch ;  and  as  he  made  Way  for  the  Treafurer 
Southampton ,  fo  on  his  Death  he  was  thought  the  only 
Man  who  could  replace  him.  Well  then  might  Secre¬ 
tary  Nicholas ,  that  able  and  faithful  Servant  of  the 
Crown,  fay,  (and  he  Paid  it  when  the  Duke  had  done 
a  few  only  of  thefe  great  Things)  That  independent  of 
his  Merit  in  the  Reftauration ,  the  Duke  of  Albemarle  by 
his  indefatigable  Zeal  and  fuccefsful  Services  afterwards , 
had  merited  more  than  his  Prince  could  do  for  him  p.  Such 
was  the  Man  whom  his  Mailer  was  not  aihamed  to  call 


his  Father ,  becaufe  indeed  he  was  the  Father  of  his 

When 


When 
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<  When  his  Son  went  to  wait  upon  the  King  with 
the  Enfigns  of  the  Order  of  the  Garter,  his  Majefty 
was  pleafed  to  reilore  them  to  him.  The  King  like- 
wile  direded  the  Duke’s  Body  to  be  removed  to  Somer- 
fet-Houfe>  where  it  lay  for  many  Weeks  in  State,  and 
on  the  4th  of  April  was  removed  with  great  Funeral 
Pomp  to  Weftminfter-  Abbey ,  and  there  interred  in  Henry 
VII.  Chapel  r.  (  Yet,  as  if  his  Fame  had  flood  in  need  of 
no  fuch  Support,  a  Monument  was  negledted;  only 
thofe  who  have  the  Care  of  the  Place,  prefer ve  his  Fi¬ 
gure  in  Wax,  and  think  it  fufficient  to  raife  the  Admi¬ 
ration  of  every  loyal  Spectator  to  fay,  This  is  General 
Monk  ! 

He  left  behind  him  an  only  Son,  Chrijlopher  Duke 
of  Albemarle ,  to  whom  both  King  Charles  and  King 
James  file  wed  great  Refpedl.  It  mull  be  confefled,  that 
he  had  not  his  Father’s  Abilities,  either  in  the  Cabinet, 
or  in  the  Field;  but  he  was  a  generous,  good-natured 
Man,  and  leflened  confiderably  the  great  Eftate  that 
was  left  him,  by  indulging  Pleafures  his  Father  defpi- 
feds:  yet  he  had  many  good  Qualities,  and  particularly 
that  of  flickering  and  encouraging  Merit  in  Diftrefs.  He 
gave  a  particular  Inflance  of  this  in  fupporting  Captain 
Phipps ,  afterwards  Sir  William  Phipps ,  and  Governor  of 
New  England.  He  came  over  to  make  a  Propofal  for 
fifhing  on  a  Wreck  on  the  Coafl  of  Hifpaniola ,  and 
made  the  Defign  appear  fo  probable,  that  King  Charles 
II.  granted  him  a  Ship  called  The  Algiet  Rofey  and  fur- 
nifned  him  with  whatever  was  thought  necefiary  for  the 

B  b  4  Under- 


r  Philips,  Kennet,  Echard,  Skinner,  Gumble,  &c.  s  Lives 
Engliih  and  Foreign,  p.  196- 
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Undertaking;  which,  however,  failed  of  Succefs,  and 
Captain  Phipps  returned  as  poor  and  as  pofitive  as  ever L 
He  endeavoured  to  obtain  from  King  James  II.  ( who 
by  this  Time  was  on  the  Throne)  another  Ship;  but  to 
xio  Purpofe.  Afterwards  he  fet  on  Foot  a  Propofal  for 
making  it  a  private  Adventure ;  for  which  he  was  at  firft 
laughed  at,  till  the  Duke  of  Albemarle  engaged  in  the 
Pefign,  and  advanced  a  confiderable  Sum  of  Money  to¬ 
wards  fitting  him  out.  He  quickly  compleated  the  reft, 
2nd  in  the  Year  *687,  failed  in  The  Bridgwater  Mer - 
chant ,  a  Ship  of  200  Tons  on  the  fame  Scheme,  pro- 
pofing  a  Diftribution  of  the  Profits  on  twenty  Shares, 
into  which  the  Expence  of  the  Undertaking  was.  di¬ 
vided  u? 

He  was  more  lucky  in  his  fecond  Enterprize,  though 
not  till  his  Patience  was  almoft  worn  out ;  and  after¬ 
wards  profecuted  his  Defign  with  fuch  Succefs,  that  in  a 
fhort  Space  he  returned  to  England  with  300,000  /.  in 
Silver,  On  his  Arrival  there  wanted  not  fome  who 
would  have  perfuaded  the  King  to  feize  his  Ship 
and  Cargo,  under  Pretence  that  Captain  Phipps  had  not 
given  an  exa£t  Information,  when  he  applied  for  Licence, 
and  the  Royal  Affiftance  :  but  his  Majefty  generoufly 
anfwered  that  he  knew  the  Captain  to  be  an  honeft  Man, 
and  a  Man  of  Honour ;  and  that  if  he  had  brought  Home 
twice  as  much  Treafure,  his  Proprietors  fhould  divide  it. 
His  Majefty  further  expreffed  his  Satisfa&ion  by  knight¬ 
ing  him  The  Duke  of  Albemarle  had  for  his  Share, 

90,000 


t  Sir  William  Phipps’s  Life,  by  Increafe  Mather.  u  Live? 
FngliOi  and  Foreign,  p.  196,  Z  Life  of  lung  James  JJ, 
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^0,000  Pounds,  and  Sir  William  about  20,000  Pounds*. 
This  Piece  of  good  Fortune  is  thought  to  have  engaged 
the  Duke  of  Albemarle  to  afk  King  James  for  the  Go¬ 
vernment  of  Jamaica ,  which  he  obtained .  but  if  it  was 
■with  a  View  to  reap  further  Advantages  from  that,  or 
other  Wrecks,  he  was  difappointed  j  for  whether  it  was 
that  the  Treafure  was  exhaufted,  or  that  the  Ship  being 
broken  up,  the  Sea  by  degrees  diffipated  its  Contents  ; 
certain  it  is,  that  nothing  of  Confequence  could  after¬ 
wards  be  brought  up  y.  His  Grace’s  free  way  of  Living, 

>  efpecially  in  regard  to  the  Bottle,  rendered  that  a  very 
unfit  Climate  for  him  to  live  in,  and  therefore  we  need 
not  wonder,  that  he  did  not  long  enjoy  his  Govern¬ 
ment  ;  but  died  the  Year  following  without  Iffue:  and 
fo  this  Noble  Family  became  extind*. 

Memoirs  of  Admiral  Montague,  afterwards  Earl 
of  Sandwich,  and  Knight  of  the  Garter. 

FAME,  indubitably  belongs  moll  juftly  to  thofe, 
who  have  deferved  well  of  Society  ?  but  the  high- 
eft  Degree  of  Glory  ought  certainly  to  wait  on  the  Me¬ 
mory  of  fuch  illuftrious  Perfons  as  have  been  Martyrs 
for  their  Country,  and  died,  either  to  ferve,  or  preferve 
it.  If  this  be  a  juft  Pofition,  as  fure  it  muft  be  allowed 
by  every  thinking  Man ;  then  the  noble  Perfon  whofe 
Memoirs  are  at  prefent  to  employ  our  Care,  ought  ever 
to  be  revered  by  Britons .  His  Life  was  an  uniform 
Scene  of  Patriotifm,  and  Public  Spirit ;  his  Death  fo  ex¬ 
traordinary  a  Strain  of  exalted  Courage,  that  as  few 

Fads 


x  Britifh  Empire  in  America,  vol.  i.p.  130.  y  Sir  William 
Phipps’s  Life,  2  Bri till)  Empire  in  America,  vol.  ii.  p.  319, 
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Faffs  in  modern  Hiftory  come  near  it,  fo  none  in  more 
ancient  andlefs  corrupted  Times  exceed  it. 

To  fpeak  of  the  Antiquity,  or  Nobility  of  this  Fa¬ 
mily,  would  here  be  an  idle  Wafteof  Words;  the  very 
Name  of  Montague  is  fufficient  to  inform  every  intelli¬ 
gent  Reader  of  all  that  I  could  fay  on  that  Subjefl.  Mr, 
Edward  Montague  was  the  only  furviving  Son  of  Sir 
Sidney  Montague ,  the  youngeft  of  fix  Sons  of  Edward 
Lord  Montague  of  Bought  on  a.  He  was  born  July  27, 
1695  b,  and  having  received  all  the  Advantages  which  a 
liberal  Education  could  beflow,  he  came  very  early  in¬ 
to  the  World,  and  into  Bufinefs  ;  efpecially,  if  we  con- 
lider  the  Times  in  which  he  lived,  and  the  Qualities  ne- 
ceflary  for  Men  to  be  diflinguifhed  in  them. 

He  married,  when  little  above  17,  the  Daughter  of 
Mr.  Crew ,  afterwards  Lord  Crew  of  Stene c ;  and  be¬ 
ing  thought  more  warmly  affected  to  the  Caufe  of  the 
Parliament  than  his  Father  Sir  Sidney  Montague  was, 
who  had  been  expelled  his  Seat  for  refufing  to  take  an 
Oath  to  live  and  die  with  the  Earl  of  EJfex ,  and  giving 
fuch  a  Reafon  for  it,  as  it  was  eafier  to  punifn  than  anf- 
werd,  received  a  Commiffion  dated  Augujl  20,  1643, 

to  raife  and  command  a  Regiment  under  the  Earl  before- 

mentioned. 


a  Warwick’s  Memoirs,  p.  221.  b  Peerage  of  England,  vol. 
ii.  p.  280.  c  Peerage  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  281.  ^dHe 
the  Speaker,  “  he  would  not  iwear  to  live  with  that  Nobleman, 
**  becaufe  he  was  an  old  Man,  and  might  die  before  him  ,  nor 
“  would  he  fvvear  to  die  with  ninT,  fince  the  Earl  was  going 
“  with  an  Army  againft  the  King,  which  he  did  not  know  hOvV 
“  to  free  from  Treafon  ;  and  therefore  could  not  tell,  what  Bna 
«  that  great  Man  might  come  tod’  Warwick’s  Memoirs,  p. 
221 .  The  Parliament's  expelling  this  Gentleman  merely  tor  ae- 
claring  his  Sentiments,  is  complained  of  in  one  0  t  e^vings 
Declarations  as  a  moil  Arbitrary  Proceeding.  Clarendon  s  xiu- 
.tory,  vok  ii.  p.  81, 
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mentioned.  This  Colonel  Montague,  though  but  18, 
performed  ;  and  the  Intereftof  his  Family  being  very  ex- 
tenfive,  he  took  the  Field  in  fix  Weeks.  He  was  pre- 
fent  at  the  ftorming  of  Lincoln,  on  the  6th  of  May, 
1644,  which  was  one  of  the  warmed  Actions  in  the 

War.  He  was  likewife  in  the  Battel  of  Marjlon-Moor, 
which  was  fought  on  the  2d  of  July,  the  fame  Year, 
where  he  greatly  didinguiihed  himlelf;  infomuch  that 
foon  after,  when  the  City  of  York  demanded  to  capitu¬ 
late,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  Commiffioneis  for  fett¬ 
ling  the  Articles  -,  which  muft  have  been  the  pure  Lde&s 
of  perfonal  Merit,  fince  he  was  then  but  in  his  19th 
Year  e.  We  find  him  the  next  Year  in  the  Battel  of 
JSfafeby ,  and  in  the  Month  of  July ,  16459  he  doomed 
the  Tow7n  of  Bridgwater  f.  In  September,  he  command¬ 
ed  a  Brigade  in  the  Storm  of  Brifloi ,  where  he  perform¬ 
ed  very  remarkable  Service  ;  and  on  the  ioth  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  1645,  fubfcribed  the  Articles  of  the  Capitulation, 
granted  to  Prince  Rupert ,  on  the  Delivery  of  that  im¬ 
portant  Place  to  the  Parliament  g  ;  the  News  of  this, 
he  in  conjudtion  wdth  Colonel  Hammond,  was  appoint¬ 
ed  to  carry,  for  which  a  Thankfgiving  was  ordered11. 

But  after  all  this  warm  Service  in  the  Army,  at  an 
Age  when  few  People  have  leen  one,  he  fhewed  no  in¬ 
clination  to  make  the  Sword  the  Supreme  Power  but 
when,  by  the  Artifices  of  their  Leaders,  the  Soldiers  de¬ 
clared  againd  the  Parliament,  and  impeached  eleven  of 
its  mod  worthy  Members,  he  forbore  going  to  the  Houle, 

where. 


e  Ruflnvorth’s  Hiftorical  Colle-dions,  voi.  v.  p.  637.  f  Ibid, 
vol.  vi.  p.  56.  g  Ibid,  vol,  vi.  p.  83,  86,  *  h  Whit¬ 

lock’s  Memorials,  p.  i66> 
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where,  though  not  of  Age,  he  fate  as  Knight  for  Hun¬ 
tingdonshire  \  His  Acquaintance,  however,  with  Crom¬ 
well  ;  the  Court  paid  him  by  that  artful  Man,  and  his 
own  generous  unfufpedling  Temper,  drew  him  in  to 
accept  a  Seat  at  the  Board  of  Treafury,  and  into  a 
Share  of  the  Tranfadlions  in  thofe  Times,  with  which' 
he  was  very  much  diflatisfied  upon  Refledliom  After 
the  Dutch  War  was  over,  he  was  brought  into  a  Com¬ 
mand  of  the  Fleet,  and  was  made  Choice  of  by  the 
Protedlor,  to  be  joined  with  Blake >  in  his  Expedition 
into  the  Mediterranean  k . 

Admiral  Montague  found  abundance  of  Difficul- 
culties  to  ilruggle  with,  at  the  very  Entrance  on  this 
Affair  ;  many  of  the  Officers  being  difpleafed  with  the 
Service  in  which  they  were  to  be  engaged,  and  not  a 
few  infilling  on  laying  down  their  Commiffions.  He 
managed  this  intricate  Bufinefs  with  great  Prudence  and 
Dexterity,  fo  as  to  fhew  a  due  Regard  to  Difcipline, 
without  running  into  any  Adis  of  Severity  :  and  this  had 
a  very  happy  EfFedl,  fince,  by  that  Time  he  came  to 
fail,  the  Fleet  was  pretty  well  fettled,  and  the  Officers 
difpofed  to  adt  in  Obedience  to  Orders  K  In  the  Spring 
of  the  Year,  1656,  we  find  him  in  the  Mediterranean , 
where  himfelf,  and  his  Colleague,  Blake ,  meditated  great 
Things.  They  once  thought  of  attacking  the  Spanijh 
Fleet  in  the  Harbour  of  Cadiz ;  but  after  attentively 
confidering  the  Port,  it  was  refolved  in  a  Council  of 
War,  that  fuch  an  Attempt  was  impradlicable.  Then 

Gibraltar 


1  Peerage  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  282.  k  Thurloe’s  State- 

Papers,  vol.  iv.  p.  443.  Clarendon,  Whitlock,  Philips,  Ken- 

net,  Echard.  1  Thurloe’s  State- Papers,  vol.  iv.  p.  570, 
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Gibraltar  was  mentioned,  as  a  Place  that  would  be  of  great 
Utility,  in  cafe  it  could  be  taken.  Admiral  Montague ,  in  a 
Letter  to  Secretary  Thurloe ,  gives  his  Judgment  of  this 
Project,  with  great  Sagacity.  According  to  his  Sentiments, 
the  only  Method  of  taking  that  Place,  was,  to  land  a  Body 
of  Forces  on  the  IJlbmus ,  and  thereby  cut  off  the  Com¬ 
munication  of  the  Town  with  the  Main;  and  in  this 
Situation,  to  make  a  brifk  Attempt  upon  the  Place.  Yet 
as  a  Proof  of  the  Fallibility  of  human  Undemanding,  we 
find  in  this  very  Letter ;  a  Propofal  for  fending  5 ,000 
Land-Forces,  on  the  Account  of  the  hafty  Difpofition 
of  the  Seamen,  which  rendered  them  unfit  to  perform 
any  effedlual  Service  on  Shore  m.  When  this  Place*,  how¬ 
ever,  was  taken,  it  was  wholly  owing  to  the  Vigour  and 
Activity  of  the  Sailors,  and  to  that  Impetuofity  in 
particular,  which  Admiral  Montague  imagined  would  be 
a  Hindrance  in  any  Undertaking  of  this  Kind. 

When  cruizing  before  Cadiz  appeared  to  be  of  no 
great  Advantage,  the  Fleet  flood  over  to  the  oppofite 
Shore  of  Barbary ,  in  order  to  reprefs  the  Infolence  of 
the  Tripoli  and  Sallee- Rovers ,  which  was  found  no  very 
eafy  Talk ;  and  therefore  Admiral  Montague  could  not 
forbear  intimating  his  Defire,  that  we  fhould  have  fome 
good  Port  in  Africa ,  which  he  believed  might  anfwer 
various  Ends,  and  efpecially  conduce  to  the  Prefervation 
of  our  Trade  in  the  Levant .  Hence,  I  fuppofe,  grew 
the  firft  Notion  of  getting  Tangier  into  our  Hands,  of 
which  a  Year  or  two  after  there  was  great  Difcourfe,  as 
well  as  of  the  Benefits  that  would  redound  to  the  Na- 
tion  from  the poffeffing  of  it;  and  this  in  all  Probability 

might 
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might  recommend  the  Portugal  Match  fo  much  to  the 
Favour  of  the  Duke  of  Albemarle ,  who  it  is  likely  de¬ 
pended  therein  on  the  Judgement  of  Montague .  At  this 
Time,  however,  we  find  our  Admiral  more  inclin¬ 
ed  to  take  that  or  fome  other  Place  from  the  Po'rtu - 
gueze  by  Force  3  for  he  entertained  a  very  bad  Opinion 
of  their  Sincerity,  though  at  laft,  the  Terror  of  the 
Englijh  Fleet  compelled  them  to  make  fuch  a  Compofi- 
tion  as  fatisfied  the  Protestor,  and  difappointed  Montague 
in  his  favourite  Delign  of  attacking  their  Brazil  Fleet n. 

The  Warmth  he  expreffed  in  the  Difcharge  of  his 
Command,  did  not  hinder  the  Admiral  from  perceiving 
the  great  Prejudice  done  to  our  Trade,  by  the  carrying 
on  the  Spanijh  War,  of  which  he  gives  a  fair  and  clear 
Account  in  one  of  his  Difpatches  to  the  Secretary,  where¬ 
in  he  complains,  that  he  faw  the  Dutch ,  Hamburghers , 
and  Genoefe\  carrying  on  a  mighty  Trade  with  Spain , 
which,  as  he  oblerves,  it  was  impofllble  for  them  to 
hinder,  without  engaging  the  State  in  a  War  with  all 
the  World  \  and  therefore  propofed,  that  a  Squadron  of 
light  Frigates  only,  might  be  kept  in  thofe  Seas,  and  the 
Fleet  be  employed  fomewhere  elfe  to  more  Advantage0’ 
However,  the  ProteCtor’s  Orders  being  pofitive,  they  re¬ 
turned  towards  Autumn  into  the  Road  of  Cadiz ,  where 
in  September  following  Captain  Stayner  made  Prize  of 
the  Galleons.  A  full  Account  of  their  Strength,  and  the 
Money  on  board  them,  Admiral  Adontague  fent  into 
England ,  as  foon  as  they  were  taken ;  and  when  he 
afterwards  had  received  Directions  to  convoy  the  Prizes 
Home,  he  fent  another  Account  of  the  Silver  on  board 
-  .  them. 


n  Ibid.  vol.  v.  p.  194,  19^.  °Ibid.  voJ.  v.  p.  170. 
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them,  defiring  at  the  fame  Time,  that  fome  Perfons 
might  be  fent  down  to  meet  the  Fleet  at  Portfmouth ,  in 
order  to  take  Charge  of  the  Silver,  and  to  make  a  further 
Search  into  the  Contents  of  the  Galleons  p. 

The  Money  taken  from  the  Spaniards  was  the  moll 
popular  Adi  in  all  Cromwell's  Adminiftration,  and  there¬ 
fore  the  utmofl  Pains  was  taken  to  give  the  People  a 
very  high  Idea  of  this  Advantage.  The  Silver  was  car¬ 
ried  in  open  Carts,  and  Am  munition- Waggons,  through 
Southwark ,  to  the  Tower  of  London ;  and,  to  make  a  fhew 
of  Confidence  in  the  People,  thefe  Waggons  had  no 
greater  Guard  than  ten  Soldiers q.  As  for  Admiral  Mon¬ 
tague  y  he  had  all  the  Compliments  paid  him  upon  this 
Occafion,  that  it  was  poffible  to  defire ;  the  Protedlor 
carefied  him  exceedingly ;  the  Parliament  returned  him 
Thanks  by  their  Speaker  \  and  fome  other  Honours  he 

had 


p  This  Letter  is  dire£ted  to  Secretary  Thurloe,  and  dated 
aboard  the  Nafehy,  at  Sea,  off  the  Lizard,  October  22,  165*6. 
In  it  he  fays,  “  There  have  been  fome  Mifcarriages,  by  the 
“  Ships  that  did  take  the  Ships  of  Spayne  ;  but  I  fhall  delay 
“  to  tell  of  them  here,  and  I  judge  the  belt  Way  to  improve 
“  Mercies  of  this  kind,  is  to  look  forward  :  however,  it  is 
4S  my  Bufinels  at  this  Time.  The  Silver  they  brought  is  on 
“  board  this  Ship,  and  the  Vice-Admiral  ;  in  the  Admiral,  we 
“  have  five  hundred  and  fifty  Sowes  of  Silver,  and  Boxes  of 
<£  Plate,  and  nine  Pieces  of  Silver  not  well  refined,  like  Sugar- 
“  Loaves.  In  the  Vice-Admiral,  there  is  a  hundred  and  twenty - 
“  tour  Sowes  of  Silver,  all  which  we  judge  may  produce  near 
“  two  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  :  I  hope  I  fpeak  the  leaft, 
<c  and  that  it  will  make  much  more.  In  the  Galleons  Holds 
c<  alfo,  there  is  that  Space  between  the  Main-malt,  and  the 
“  Bulk  -  Head  of  the  Bread  -  Room,  not  yet  rummaged.” 
Thurloe’s  State-Papers,  vol.  v.  p.  509.  This  appears  from 
a  Letter  of  the  Dutch  Ambaffador  Nieuport,  to  the  States- 
General,  dated  November  17,  N.  S.  1656.  Thurloe’s  State- 
Papers,  vol.  v.  p.  269. 
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had  received,  if  with  Induftry  he  had  not  declined 
them  r. 

In  1657,  he  was  appointed  to  command  the  Fleet  in 
the  Downs ,  and  went  accordingly  on  board  it  in  the 
latter  End  of  the  Month  of  July.  The  Defign  of  this 
Fleet  was  to  watch  the  Dutch ,  to  carry  on  the  War 
with  Spain ,  and  facilitate  the  Enterprize  on  Dunkirk , 
and  in  all  thefe,  he  did  as  much  as  could  be  expected 
from  him.  Towards  the  Autumn,  he  thought  fit  to 
make  a  Journey  to  the  Camp  of  the  Marfhal  deTurenm 
where  he  had  a  Conference  with  him,  as  to  the  proper- 
ell  Method  of  carrying  on  the  War;  and  then  returned 
on  board  the  Fleet,  which  cruized  in  the  Channel  till 

1 

the  beginning  of  Winter s.  All  this  Time  he  feems  to 
have  been  in  the  highell  Favour  with  the  Prote&or,  and 
to  have  had  the  ftridteft  Intimacy  with  his  Family ;  and 
yet  the  Admiral  had  Thoughts  of  retiring  from  public 
Bufinefs.  What  the  Reafon  of  this  was,  cannot,  at  this 
Diltance  of  Time,  be  recovered  ;  but  in  all  Probability, 
the  Senfe  he  had  of  the  ftrange  Service  he  was  put  upon 
in  allilting  the  French ,  and  diftrefling  the  Trade  of  all 
the  reft  of  the  World,  made  him  uneafy f.  One  thing 
is  remarkable,  that,  how  much  fo  ever  he  difliked  the 
Orders  that  were  fent  him,  he  executed  them  with 
fhe  utmoft  Punctuality  ;  fo  that  the  Dutch ,  whofe 
Ships  he  fearched  for  Silver,  made  a  heavy  Complaint 

againft 


r  Clarendon,  Whitlock,  Philips,  Lord  Sandwich’s  Journal, 
MS.  5  Thefe  Fa6ts  are  collected  from  various  Letters  in  the 
fixth  Volume  of  Thurloe’s  State-Papers.  *  We  have  thefe  Par¬ 
ticulars  in  a  very  curious  Letter  from  Lord  Breghill,  to  Mr. 
Montague,  diiTuading  him  from  retiring.  Dated  from  V  oughall, 
November  20,  1657,  Thurloe’s  State-Papers,  vol.  vi.  p*  622. 
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again#  him  u.  We  may  like  wife  gather  from  his  Let¬ 
ters  to  Cromwell ,  and  the  Inftru&ions  he  received,  that 
he  was  not  a  little  embarrafled  about  the  Protestor’s  De- 
figns,  and  yet  it  is  plain  enough,  that  Cromwell  defired 
that  the  Admiral  fhould  rather  regulate  Things  by  his 
Difcretion,  than  be  able  to  juftify  himfelf  from  the  Let¬ 
ter  of  his  Orders;  and  this  particularly  appears  in  the 
Buiinefs  of  the  Flag,  upon  which  the  Protestor  wrote 
him  an  Epiftle  with  his  own  Hand,  commanding  in  ex- 
prefs  Terms,  that  he  fhould  inlift  upon  the  Honour  of 
the  Flag  from  all  Nations,  within  the  Limits  of  the 
Briti/h  Seas,  and  yet  telling  him  as  exprelly,  that  he 
knew  not  what  thofe  Limits  were  ;  adding  at  the  fame 
Time,  that  he  was  to  execute  thefe  Orders  with  Cau¬ 
tion,  fince  Peace  and  War  depended  on  them  w. 

After  the  Death  of  Oliver ,  and  the  fetting  up  of 
Richard ,  Admiral  Montague  was  made  choice  of  to 
command  the  great  Fleet  fent  to  the  North;  which  as 
it  was  in  itfelf  the  wifeft  and  beft  Meafure  entered  up¬ 
on  in  thofe  Times,  fo  the  Fleet  was  beyond  Compan¬ 
ion  the  beft  that  had  been  fitted  out  fince  the  Dutch 
War;  and  therefore  I  think  mylelf  obliged  to  give  a 
fhort  Account  of  it  x.  The  Nafeby ,  w'hich  was  the  Ship 
the  Admiral  failed  in,  carried  70  Guns  and  600  Men1, 
The  Refolution  had  the  like  number  of  Men,  and  80 
Guns.  There  were  of  Ships  carrying  50  Pieces  of  Can¬ 
non  and  upwards,  14;  twenty-eight  40  Gun  Ships  or 

Vol.  II,  C  c  near 


u  Ibid.  vol.  vii.  p.  256.  w  Ibid.  p.  63 3. where  the  Rea¬ 
der  may  find  Cromwell’s  Letter  of  five  Lines  on  this  important 
Subject.  x  As  to  the  true  Grounds  of  fitting  out  this  Fleet, 
and  the  Ends  it  was  intended  to  anfwer,  conduit  Clarendon, 
Whitlock,  Ludlow,  &c. 
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near  it;  four  of  30  Guns,  and  12  Ships  carrying  be¬ 
tween  eight  and  22  Pieces  of  Cannon,  in  all  60  Ships, 
and  on  board  them  1 1,820  Men  L  The  Admiral  went 
on  board  the  Fleet  in  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1659,  and 
on  the  7  th  of  April  he  wrote  to  the  King  of  Sweden , 
the  King  of  Denmark ,  and  the  Dutch  Admiral  Opdam , 
to  inform  them  of  the  Motives  that  had  induced  the 
Protestor  to  fend  fo  great  a  Fleet  into  the  Baltich,  and 
that  his  InftruCtions  were  not  to  refpeCl  the  private  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  England  by  making  War,  but  the  publick 
Tranquility  of  Europe ,  by  engaging  the  Powers  of  the 
North  to  enter  into  an  equitable  Peace  z. 

Before  the  Admiral  failed,  the  Parliament  thought 
proper  to  tie  him  down  by  very  ftriCl  InftruCtions, 
which  left  him  no  real  Power,  but  in  Conjun&ion  with 
their  Commiffioners  Colonel  Algernon  Sidney ,  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Honeywood ,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Boon ;  and  at  the  fame 
Time  they  took  an  Occafion  to  fhew  they  had  no  great 
Kindnefs  for  him,  by  giving  away  his  Regiment  of 
Fforfe ;  fo  that  we  may  fuppoxc  he  left  England  in 
none  of  the  warmed  Difpofitions  for  their  Service  a. 
When  he  arrived  in  The  Sound,  he  took  his  Share  with 
other  Minifters  in  Negotiation,  and  made  it  diffidently 
evident,  that  his  Genius  was  equally  capable  of  fhining 
in  the  Cabinet,  or  commanding  at  Sea,  or  on  Shore. 
While  he  was  thus  employed,  King  Charles  being  very 
well  informed  as  to  his  Temper,  Principles,  and  Uriel. 
Conjunction  with  the  ProteCtor’s  Family,  thought  this 

t  a 
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a  proper  Time  (that  Family  being  entirely  laid  afide) 
to  make  a  Trial  of  his  Affections;  and  therefore  lent 
a  Perfon  with  two  Letters,  one  from  himfelf  and  the 
other  from  Chancellor  Hyde,  to  be  delivered  to  him,  if 
poffible,  without  the  Privity  of  his  Collegues.  The 
Scheme  was  rational,  and  well  laid ;  but  the  Meffenger 
very  indifferently  chofen.  He  was  one  whofe  Loyalty 
was  apt  to  dance  upon  his  Tongue  in  thofe  perillous 
Times,  when  wife  Men  kept  it  clofe  in  their  Hearts  £ 
and  it  was  with  fome  Difficulty  that  the  Admiral  prefer- 
ved  him  from  fuffering  by  his  Indifcretion.  Yet  the 
Letters  and  Perfuafions  of  a  near  Relation  of  his,  who 
undertook  to  ffate  the  Merits  of  the  Royal  Caufe  fair¬ 
ly,  had  fuch  an  Effedt  on  Admiral  Montague's  Minda 
that  he  returned  immediately  to  his  Duty,  with  ail  that 
Warmth  and  Sincerity  incident  to  great  Minds,  confci- 
ous  of  former  Failings.  The  Service  the  King  expedt> 
ed  from  him  was,  a  fpeedy  Return  to  England ,  that 
the  Fleet  might  be  ready  to  adl  in  Conjun&ion  with  Sir 
George  Booth ,  and  other  Perfons  of  Diftindtion,  who 
were  difpofed  to  hazard  their  Lives  for  the  Service  of 
their  Country:  on  weighing  which  Propofal,  Mr.  Mon-* 
tague  found  it  fo  plaufible,  that  he  refolved  to  run  any 
Hazard  rather  than  not  put  it  into  Execution;  con¬ 
ceiving  that,  if  this  Opportunity  wras  miffed,  another 
equally  fortunate  might  not  happen  quickly  b. 

Colonel  Sidney  was  a  Man  of  quick  Parts,  and 
deep  Penetration:  he  foon  difeerned  fome  Change  in 
Mr.  Montague's  Condudjt,  and  purfued  his  Difcoveries 
fo  clofely,  that  he  milled  very  little  of  coming  at  his 

C  c  2  whole 
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whole  Secret. The  Admiral,  obferving  his  Sufpicions,  called 
a  Council  of  War,  and  therein  made  a  clear  and  clofe 
Speech,  in  which  he  (hewed  them  plainly  the  little 
Hopes  there  were  of  doing  any  Thing  for  the  Honour 
of  England ,  by  remaining  where  they  were*,  that  to 
fight  they  had  no  Authority ;  and  if  they  were  to  re¬ 
main  Neuter,  they  might  as  well  fail  Home.  He  then 
laid  before  them  the  Accounts  he  had  received  from  his 
native  Country,  of  the  great  Struggles  between  the  Ar¬ 
my  and  the  Parliament,  whence  he  took  Occafion  to 
hint,  that  themfelves  had  a  great  Stake  there;  and  that 
if  a  new  Government  was  to  be  fettled,  fome  Refpeft 
ought  to  be  had  to  the  Fleet.  He  concluded  with  fay¬ 
ing,  that  he  readily  fubmitted  his  Sentiments  to  a  free 
Debate,  and  that  he  was  determined  to  aft  according  to 
their  Judgment :  but  that  one  Thing  mult  be  noted, 
Provifions  were  already  become  fcarce,  it  was  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  obtain  Supplies;  and  therefore,  if  they  refolved 
Co  (lay,  they  mult  refolve  alfo  to  live  at  (hort  Al¬ 
lowance.  The  Queftion  was  foon  decided,  and,  in 
Conference  of  the  Council’s  Opinion,  Admiral  Mon¬ 
tague  weighed  immediately  and  failed  for  England  c.  On 
his  Arrival,  he  found  Things  in  a  very  unexpected  Si¬ 
tuation  ;  Sir  George  Eootb  in  the  T’ower^  the  Parliament 
reftored  to  their  Authority,  and  a  warm  Charge  againft 
himfelf  come  to  hand  from  Colonel  Sidney.  Immediate¬ 
ly  on  his  Arrival  he  let  out  for  London ,  attended  the 
Parliament;  and  gave  an  Account  of  his  Conduct  with 

fo  much  Wifdom  and  Eloquence,  that  even  fuch  as  dis¬ 
liked 
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liked  it,  knew  not  what  to  objedt,  and  were,  therefore 
very  well  fatisfied  with  difmifling  him  from  his  Com¬ 
mand;  to  which  Lawfon  was  appointed,  a  rigid  Ana- 
baptift,  and  one  in  whom  they  had  the  greateft  Confi¬ 
dence  d. 

After  fuch  an  Efcape,  Mr.  Montague  withdrew  to 
his  own  Eftate,  with  a  Defign  to  enjoy  in  Privacy 
and  Peace  the  Remainder  of  his  Life;  and  this  made 
him  concern  himfelf  very  little,  if  at  all,  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  public  Tranfadtions,  before  Monk's  coming  into 
England .  After  this,  when  that  General  ftiewed  a  De¬ 
fire  that  Admiral  Montague  fhould  be  again  reftored  to 
his  Command,  he  fent  privately  to  the  King  for  his 
Approbation,  before  he  would  accept  it.  Having  ob¬ 
tained  this,  he  fent  his  Majefty  a  Lift  of  fuch  Officers 
in  the  Fleet  as  might  be  confided  in,  and  of  fuch  as  he 
apprehended  mult  be  reduced  by  Force.  Pie  likewife  de- 
fired  to  know,  whether  the  King  had  any  Afturance  of 
the  General;  but  was  fo  cautious,  as  to  defire  no  No¬ 
tice  might  be  taken  to  his  Excellency  how  his  Inclina¬ 
tions  ftood  c.  On  his  coming  on  board  the  fleet,  he 
found  Things  ftrangely  altered,  and  Lawfon ,  from  whom 
he  expedled  moft  Oppofition,  as  ready  to  ferve  the 
King  as  himfelf:  upon  which  he  laid  by  all  Referve> 
and,  as  foon  as  he  received  the  King’s  Letter  directed 
to  himfelf  and  General  Monk,  he  failed  with  the  Fleet 
to  Holland ,  leaving  only  two  or  three  Ships  to  attend 
the  Parliament  Commiffioners.  This  was  a  very  warm 

C  c  3  Teftimony 
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Teftimony  of  his  Affedlion  for  the  King’s  Service,  and 
as  fuch  was  received  by  his  Majefty ;  but  when  it  was 
obferved  that  the  Parliament  Commiftioners  looked  up¬ 
on  it  as  a  Mark  of  Difrefpeft,  the  King  was  pleafed  to 
cover  Mr.  Montague ,  by  fending  him  an  Order  that 
was  antedated.  Soon  after  he  had  the  Honour  to  con¬ 
voy  his  Majefty  to  England ,  who,  two  Days  after  his 
landing  at  Dover ,  fent  Sir  Edward  Walker ,  Garter  King 
at  Arms,  to  deliver  him  his  Declaratory  Letters,  with  the 
Garter  and  George  of  the  moft  Noble  Order  of  the 
Garter,  which  he  prefented  him  on  the  28th  of  May  in 
the  Morning,  in  his  Ship  then  riding  in  the  Downs f. 

Among  the  Honours  conferred  on  fuch  as  had  been 
particularly  inftrumental  in  reftoring  his  Majefty  to  his 
juft  Rights,  our  Admiral  had  his  Share,  and  by  Letters  Pa¬ 
tent  dated  the  12th  of  July  1660,  he  was  created  Ba¬ 
ron  Montague  of  St.  Neots  in  the  County  of  Hunting - 
dony  Vifcount  Hincbingbrooke  in  the  fame  County,  and 
Earl  of  Sandwich  in  Kent ,  fworn  of  his  Majefty ’s  moft 
honourable  Privy-Council,  made  Mafter  of  the  King’s 
Wardrobe,  Admiral  of  the  narrow  Seas,  and  Lieute¬ 
nant-Admiral  to  the  Duke  of  York,  as  Lord  High  Ad¬ 
miral  of  England.  At  his  Majefty’s  Coronation  his  Lord- 
fhio  carried  St.  Edward's  Staff,  and  was  now  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  King’s  principal  Minifters,  as  well 
as  the  Perfon  chiefly  intrufted  with  the  Care  of  the 
fleet g.  He  conftantly  attended  the  Council,  when  any 

Tranfadticms  relating  to  foreign  Affairs  were  under  De¬ 
bate, 
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bate,  and  always  gave  his  Opinion  like  a  gooa  Subject 
and  a  true  Patriot.  When  the  Marriage  with  the  In¬ 
fanta  was  concluded,  he  brought  her  Majefty  ovct,  and 
performed  other  Services  as  has  been  already  (hewn  h. 

His  Lordfhip  has  been  afperfed  for  joining  as  is  furmifed 
•with  the  Duke  of  Albemarle  in  the  Project  for  giving  up 
Dunkirk  to  the  French .  I  have  already  mentioned  Mr. 
Echard’s  Account  of  this  Matter,  and  his  iniinuating, 
that  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  had  fpoke  of  Dunkirk  as  a 
Place  of  no  great  Importance ;  which  determined  the 
King  to  part  with  it  \  But  certainly  when  he  wrote 
this,  he  was  more  tender  of  the  Earl  of  Clarendon’s 
Character  than  of  the  Truth ;  for  he  could  not  but 
know,  that  the  Count  d’EJlrades ,  who  negotiated  the 
Treaty  for  the  Sale  of  Dunkirk ,  charges  the  whole 
Tranfadlion  upon  Clarendon^  and  reprefents  Albemarle 
and  Sandwich  to  have  been  againft  it  k.  Burnet  fays, 
all  the  Military  Aden  were  bribed  by  France  \  and  no 
Doubt  includes  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  amongft  them  l. 
I  will  take  this  Opportunity  of  giving  the  Reader  fome 
further  Hints  towards  a  fair  Account  of  this  Matter, 
and  of  the  Share  this  Noble  Lord  had  in  it. 

The  King  being  diftreffed  for  Money,  the  Sale  of 
Dunkirk  was  thought  of  as  a  Means  to  fupply  him. 
Upon  this  a  Letter  was  written  from  Hampton-Court  the 
29th  of  June  1662,  to  invite  a  French  Adinifter  over, 
in  order  to  tranfadt  an  Affair  of  great  Confequence; 
but  what  that  Affair  was,  the  Letter  did  not  make  ap- 

C  c  4  pear  m. 
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pear  m.  It  was  fome  Time  before  the  Count  d’Ejlrades 
arrived  with  the  King  of  France's  full  Power  to  negoti¬ 
ate  this  Bufmefs.  After  his  Arrival  he  acquainted  his 
Mailer  with  this  Propofal  about  Dunkirk ,  and  that  it  was 
the  Chancellor  who  had  made  it n.  In  fubfequent  Let- 
ters  he  affirms,  that  the  King,  the  Duke  of  York ,  and 
the  Chancellor  were  for  it;  the  Treafurer,  the  Gene¬ 
ral,  and  the  Admiral  againft  it  °.  This,  however,  is  to 
be  underftood  of  the  Sale  of  Dunkirk  to  the  French ; 
for  the  Thing  was  propofed  but  by  Halves  at  the  Coun¬ 
cil  ;  and  at  frit  the  Strength  and  Importance  of  the  Place 
was  talked  of :  upon  which  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  (who 
knew  it  as  well  as  any  Man)  faid,  that  the  Coaft  of 

Dunkirk  was  generally  fo  tempeftuous,  and  the  Ground 
fo  rolling  upon  every  Storm,  that  there  never  could  be 
any  certain  Steerage  to  the  Port  p.  This  was  the  Truth, 
and  nothing  more ;  yet  was  the  Earl  far  from  thinking 
it  ought  to  be  put  into  the  Hands  of  the  French , 
though  he  judged  it  too  expenfive  for  his  Mailer  to 
keep;  and,  therefore,  he  declared  for  demolifhing  it  q. 
This  not  being  relifhed,  the  Duke  of  Albemarle  called 
for  Sir  Edward  Harley ,  who  told  the  King  plainly, 
that  the  Artillery  and  Military  Stores  were  worth  more 
than  the  French  wTere  to  give  for  the  Place ;  and  then  it 
was  propofed  to  annex  Dunkirk  to  the  King’s  Domi¬ 
nions,  and  fo  put  the  Expence  uppn  the  Parliament r. 

How 


r 


m  D,Eftrades''s  Memoirs,  p.  280.  n  This  Letter  is  dated 
Auguft  27,  1662.  0  This  appears  from  the  French  King’s 

Anfwer  to  the  Letter  before-cited.  p  Which  is  the  Exprei- 
iion  mentioned  by  Echard.  q  The  French  King  takes  No¬ 
tice  of  this  in  his  Anfwer  to  Count  d’Eltrades  of  Auguft  27 , 
r  See  Landfdown’s  Vindication  of  Monk,  amongil  his  Works* 
vol.  ii.  p.  144. 
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How  thefe  Propofitions  came  to  be  rejected,  I  cannot 
fay  ;  but  it  is  plain  that,  though  the  Earl  of  Sandwich 
did  not  fet  a  higher  Value  upon  Dunkirk ,  than,  in  the 
Condition  it  was  then  in,  it  deferved  ;  yet  he  never  de~ 
fired  to  fee  it  fall  into  the  Hands  of  the  French ,  as  has 
been  very  falfly  and  malicioufly  aflerted. 

When  the  Dutch  War  began,  in  1664,  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich  went  heartily  into  the  Meafure,  as  conceiving 
it  for  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of  England ;  and  when 
the  Duke  of  York  took  upon  him  the  Command  of  the 
Fleet  as  High  Admiral,  his  Lordfhip  commanded  the 
Bine  Squadron,  and  by  his  Induftry  and  Care,  abun¬ 
dance  of  the  Enemy’s  Ships  were  taken,  and  the  beft 
Part  of  their  Bourdeaux  Fleet3.  In  the  great  Battel, 
fought  on  the  3d  of  June^  1665*,  wherein  the  Dutch 
loft  their  Admiral  Op  dam ,  and  had  eighteen  Men  of 
War  taken,  and  fourteen  deftrcyed,  a  large  Share  of  the 
Honour  of  the  Vidtory  was  juftly  given  to  the  Condudt 
of  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  \  who,  about  Noon,  fell,  with 
the  Blue  Squadron,  into  the  Center  of  the  Enemy’s 
Fleet ;  and  thereby  began  that  Confufion  which  ended, 
focn  after,  in  a  plain  Flight t.  Moft  of  our  Hiftorians  a- 
gree  that,  if  this  Victory  had  been  properly  purfued,  the 
Dutch  Fleet  had  been  totally  ruined  ;  and  the  Negledt 
of  this  Advantage  is,  as  I  have  elfewhere  obferved,  by 
foine  charged  on  the  Duke  of  York :  yet  Burnet ,  who 
pretends  to  a  very  particular  Knowledge  of  this  Matter, 
has  certainly  advanced  a  diredt  Falfity  about  it;  fince  he 

affirms, 


s  Philips’s  Continuation  of  Heath’s  Chronicle,  Echard’s 
Hiftory  of  England,  p.  819,  820.  Burchet,  Columna  Roitrata? 
Lediard.  *  Columna  Roftrata,  p.  160. 
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affirms  that  Brounker  carried  Orders,  as  from  the  Duke 
to  Admiral  Penn,  to  flack  Sail,  whereas  in  Truth,  thefe 
Orders  were  carried  to  Sir  John  Harman ,  who  was 
Captain  of  the  Duke’s  Ship,  and  unluckily  obeyed  them  u. 
This  deftroys  all  the  reft  of  the  Bifhop’s  Story,  about 
a  Council  of  War,  and  Penn’s  Opinion  therein  $  that 
the  Dutch  were  more  formidable,  and  would  fight  the 
better  for  being  beat.  However,  on  the  Return  of  the 
Englljh  Navy,  and  a  Report  to  his  Majefty  of  what  had 
palled  at  Sea,  the  King  declared  the  Duke  of  York  fhould 
not  return  to  the  Command  of  the  Fleet ;  but  that  it 
fhould  be  left  to  the  Earl  of  Sandwich ,  who  was  order 
ed  to  take  Care  to  put  it  as  fpeedily  as  poffible  in  a  Con¬ 
dition  to  return  to  the  Dutch  Coaft ;  which  he  accord¬ 
ingly  performed  w. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich  failed  on  the  fifth  of  July, 
with  60  Men  of  War  to  the  Coaft  of  Holland ,  bearing 
the  Royal  Standard  of  England ,  and  having  under  him 
the  braveft  Seamen  that  perhaps  ever  bore  the  Englljh 
Flags.  Finding  the  Dutch  Fleet  not  at  Sea,  and  having 
Information  that  both  their  Eajt-India  and  Smyrna  Fleets 
were  to  return  Home  North  about,  he  refolved  to  fteer 
for  the  Coaft  of  Norway ,  in  hopes  of  meeting  with  them . 
tior  was  this  a  difficult  Thing,  finee  it  was  foon  after 

known. 


®  Kennet’s  Compleat  Hiftory,  vol.  iii  p.  2 77,  278.  Echard’s 
Hiftory  of  England,  p.  820.  It  is  likewife  fo  ftated  in  the 
Parliamentary  Enquiry  :  but  Sir  John  Harman’s  Reputation 
for  Courage,  was  fo  throughly  eftablifhed,  that  to  have  mention¬ 
ed -him,  would  not  fo  well  anfwered  the  Purpofe  of  .reflec¬ 
ting  on  the  Duke.  w  Philips,  Kcnnet,  Ecnard.  In  the 
Earl  of  Clarendon’s  Speech,  as  Chancellor,  to  the  Parliament 
at  Oxford,  Oftober  the  10th,  1665,  tne  keeping  the  Duke  at 
Home  is  reprefented  as  a  Mark  of  the  King’s  rj.  endernefs  fe¬ 
ll  is  Royal  Bighfids’s  Perfon. 
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known,  that  they  had  taken  Shelter  in  the  Port  of 
Berghen  x.  We  have  already  given  fome  Account  of  this 
Adlion,  but  referved  a  more  particular  Detail  for  this 
Place,  to  which  it  properly  belongs ;  the  rather  becaufe 
the  Attempt  on  the  Dutch  Fleet  in  the  Harbour  of 
Berghen ,  was  the  Occafion  of  our  War  with  Denmark , 
which  fome  have  ventured  to  charge  on  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich ,  as  brought  about  by  his  ill  Management; 
whereas  in  Truth,  he  did  every  Thing  that  could  be 
expected  from  an  experienced  Officer,  and  a  Man  of 
Honour,  as  we  {hall  fhew  in  few  Words,  becaufe  our 
Naval  Hiftorians  are  filent  on  this  Head. 

Sir  Gilbert  Talbot ,  was  then  Envoy  at  the  Court  of 
Denmark ,  and  he  finding  a  Difpofition  in  that  Prince,  to 
fill  his  Coffers  at  the  Expence  of  the  Dutch ,  propofed  to 
him,  as  the  moll  effe&ual  Way  of  doing  it,  the  feizing 
of  their  Fleets  in  his  Harbour,  which  would  indemnify 
him  from  all  the  Lofes  he  complained  of,  and  bring  into 
his  Treafury  many  Millions  of  Dollars.  The  King  of 
Denmark  readily  embraced  the  Projedt,  and  offered  only 
one  Objection,-  which  was,  his  own  want  of  Force  to 
execute  it.  Sir  Gilbert  immediately  anfwered  this,  by  fay¬ 
ing,  that  he  did  not  doubt,  but  the  King  of  England 
would  furnifii  him  with  a  Fleet  fufficient  to  make  Prize 
of  all  the  Dutch  Ships,  on  Condition  that  the  Profit  of 
the  Expedition  {hould  be  divided  between  them ;  to  which 
his  Danifb  Majefty  readily  affented  T  This  Propofal  be¬ 
ing 


*  Burchet,  Columna  Roftrata,  Bafnage,  Ie  Clerc,  de  Neu- 
ville.  y  A  true  and  perfect  Narrative  of  the  late  fecret  Ne¬ 
gotiation  in  Denmark,  by  Sir  Gilbert  Talbot,  MS.  This  Piece 
was  in  the  Hands  of  Biihop  Barnet,  and  of  Mr.  Echard,  who 

have 
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Ing  tranfmitted  to  the  Englifb  Court,  was  readily  clofed 
with,  and  Advice  thereof  fent  to  the  Earl  of  Sandwich . 

*'  V  V 

As  this  was  a  Tranfadlion  very  little  to  the  King  of 
Denmark's  Honour,  fo  he  infilled  upon  it,  that  the  Agree¬ 
ment  fhould  not  be  put  into  Writing  ;  and  this  Piece  of 
Nicety  fpoiled  the  whole  Affair.  For  when  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich  had  Intelligence  of  de  Ruyter's  being  come 
with  the  E  aft -India  Fleet  into  Berghen ,  he  refolved  not 
to  let  flip  fo  fair  an  Opportunity,  but  to  fail  thither  with 
the  utmoft  Expedition.  He  fent,  however,  Mr.  Worden , 

a  Gentleman  of  Dillindlion,  to  Sir  Gilbert  Talbot,  to  in- 

* 

form  him,  that  he  was  determined  not  to  lofe  the  Op¬ 
portunity  of  attacking  the  Dutch  Fleet,  and  therefore 
defired  that  he  would  fend  him  a  diftindl  Account  of 
the  Nature  of  the  King  of  Denmark's  Engagements, 
that  he  might  the  better  know  what  he  was  doing.  Sir 
Gilbert  took  fome  Pains  to  comply  with  this  Requell  ; 
but  by  various  Accidents  they  were  frullrated,  and  the 
Earl  of  Sandwich  arrived  in  thofe  Seas  without  hearing 
any  thing  from  the  Envoy  z.  Sir  Thomas  Tyddiman  being 
fent  with  a  flout  Squadron  to  block  up  the  Port  of  Ber - 
ghen,  appeared  before  it  on  the  fir  A  of  Auguft,  1665.  The 
foil  Thing  he  did,  was,  to  fend  a  Gentleman  to  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  to  inform  him  of  the  Defign,  and  to  know  what 
Orders  he  had.  To  this  the  Governor  anfwered,  that 
he  had  none,  but  that  he  expedled  them  by  the  Poll  in 
two  or  three  Days  ;  and  therefore  defired  the  Englijb 

would 

have  made  Ufe  of  it  in  their  Hifloxies.  I  have  likewife  con- 
faked  another  Piece  publilhed  by  Authority,  entitled  A  t^e 
Deduction  of  all  the  Tranfa&ions  between  his  Majeity  or 
Great  Britain,  and  the  King  of  Denmark  5  which  duters  m 
inany  Refpehts  from  Sir  Gilbert  lalbots  Relation. 

^  Sir  Gilbert  Talbot’s  Relation  before-cited, 

\  _ 
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would  defift  from  making  any  Attempt  for  that  Time. 
That  Evening,  however,  the  Cattle  fired  upon  the 
Englijh  Fleet,  and  did  fome  Mifchief ;  and  the  Butch 
were  fuffered  to  bring  70  Pieces  of  Cannon  on  Shore,  to 
fortify  their  Line.  Admiral  Tyddiman  perceiving  this, 
called  a  Council  of  War,  wherein  he  laid  the  whole 
Matter  before  his  Officers,  who,  after  a  full  and  free 
Debate,  refolved  to  lofe  no  Time,  but  to  attack  the 
Dutch  Fleet  the  next  Morning ;  and  this  for  three  Reafons : 
I.  Becaufe  the  Dantjh  Governor  had  given  them  no  di¬ 
rect  Anfwer,  nor  had  promifed  them  any  Sort  of  Favour 
or  Affiftance.  II.  If  the  Dutch  had  further  Time  given 
"them  to  fortify  themfeives,  an  Attempt  might  become 
impracticable.  III.  That  the  grand  Dutch  Fleet  was 
now  at  Sea,  and  might  probably  come  into  their  Re¬ 
lief3. 

This  Refolution  taken.  Sir  Thomas  Tyddiman  gave 
all  his  Captains  Charge,  that  they  fhould  not  fire  againft 
the  Cattles  or  Ports,  and  fhould  alfo  be  very  careful  to 
direct  all  their  Shot  low,  at  the  Hulls  of  the  Dutch 
Ships,  to  prevent,  what  they  could,  any  Damage  to  the 
Town  that  lay  behind  the  Ships ;  both  which  Directions 
all  the  Seamen  did  unanimoully  agree  were  performed, 
according  as,  in  the  Treating  with  the  Governor,  all  thofq 
Directions  were  promifed  to  be  given.  The  Difpute  con¬ 
tinued  ’till  near  eight  o’Ciock:  during  which  Time,  it  h 
true,  the  Cattle  hung  out  a  White  Flag,  but  to  what 
Intent  the  Englijh  could  not  guefs ;  for  all  the  Seamen, 

9 

whofe  Station  was  neareft  to  it,  agreed  alfo  in  this 

Point, 


a  Dedu&icn  of  all  Tranfa&ions  between  his  Majefly  of 
Great- Britain,  &c.  p.  11. 
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Point,  That  the  Caftia  never  left  firing,  from  fome  Quar¬ 
ter  or  other  of  it ;  imagining  then,  that  the  Dutchmen , 
who  might  have  been  taken  in  for  the  ftrengthening  the 
Caftle,  had  fired  againfl  the  General’s  Orders,  during 
the  Time  of  hanging  out  the  White  Flag,  as  indeed  it 
proved  ;  for  they  had  at  leaf!  300  of  them  there. 

The  greatefl  Damage  that  the  Englijh  received,  was 
from  the  Caftle,  which,  by  Accidental  Shots,  cut  fome 
Hawfers  that  kept  the  firfl  Line  together ;  and  fo,  t® 
avoid  falling  foul  on  one  another,  they  were  forced 
from  their  Stations,  and  when  they  were  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  Dutch  Guns,  the  Fort  upon  the  outmoft 
Point  on  the  Star-board-fide,  fliot  at  them  afrefh,  whofe 
Guns  the  Englijh  had  filenced  during  the  Engagement, 
and  in  their  going  off,  had  many  of  their  Men  killed  by 
them.  Notwithftanding  which,  the  EngliJJ)  came  that 
Day  to  Anchor  within  the  Rocks  of  Norway five 
Leagues  Diftance  from  Berghen ,  having  no  Pilots  that 
could  fhew  them  Anchoring- Hold  nearer,  for  fo  many 
Ships  together. 

While  the  Englijh  were  repairing  their  Ships,  the 
Danijb  Governor  endeavoured  to  draw  them  into  a  new 
Negotiation,  affirming,  that  now  he  had  received  his 
Mailer’s  Orders,  and  was  content  to  afford  them  what 
Affiftance  he  could:  but,  after  mature  Deliberation,  it 
was  not  thought  proper  to  trull  to  thefe  Promifes b  ;  and 

therefore 


b  True  Deduction  of  the  Tranfadtions  between  his  Ma jelly 
of  Great  Britain,  &c.  p.  I%i,  12.  It  mull  be  allowed,  that 
thefe  Fadts  are  contradicted  by  the  MS.  Account  of  our 
Gilbert  Talbot,  to  which  both  Echard  and  Burnet  have  ad¬ 
hered,  and  corifequently  lay  all  the  Blame  on  Sir  Thomas 

Tyddiman  and  the  Earl  o I  Sandwich.  But,  befides  the  De¬ 
duction  & 
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therefore,  on  the  laft  of  Augujl ,  the  Earl  failed  with  the 
reft  of  his  Fleet  towards  the  Coaft  of  Holland ;  but  fuf- 
fering  much  by  a  Storm,  his  Ships  were  carried  back  a- 
gain  to  the  Northward,  and  on  the  4th  of  September ,  he 
met  with  four  Dutch  Eajl-India  Men,  and  feveral  other 
of  their  Merchant-Ships  under  a  good  Convoy  3  and 
though  the  ftormy  Weather  favoured  their  Efcape,  yet 
he  took  eight  good  Men  of  War,  two  of  their  beft  Eajl~ 
India  Ships,  and  twenty  Sail  of  their  Merchant-men. 
Alfo  on  the  9th  of  September ,  a  part  of  our  Fleet  fell 
in  with  eighteen  of  the  Hollanders ,  the  greateft  Part  of 
which  they  took,  with  four  Dutch  Men  of  War,  and 
above  1 000  Prifoners c. 

O  n  his  Return,  he  was  received  by  the  King  with 
diftinguilhed  Marks  of  Favour:  but  his  Royal  Highnefs 
Condud  in  the  great  Engagement,  on  the  third  of  June9 
being  much  cenfured  3  and  the  King  then  declaring  the 
Duke  of  York  fhould  go  no  more  to  Sea,  and  the  Earl's 
Condud  in  the  fame  Adion,  being  as  much  applauded  ; 
left  his  Continuance  in  the  foie  Command  of  the 
Fleet  might  be  any  Difadvantage  to  the  Duke,  our  Af¬ 
fairs  in  Spain  requiring  an  extraordinary  Embally,  his 

Majefty 


dudion’s  being  a  public  Paper,  owned  by  King  Charles  II.  and 
confequently  more  authentic  than  Sir  Gilbert  Talbot's  Relation ; 
there  is,  in  the  former,  a  Copy  of  the  Governor’s  Letter,  which 
flatly  contradicts  the  Subftance  of  the  fame  Letter,  given  in  Sir 
Gilbert’s  Account,  which  I  take  to  be,  in  Fad,  rather  an  A- 
pology  for  his  own  Condud.  The  Truth  feems  to  be,  that  the 
Earl  of  Sandwich  ccnfidercd  this  whole  Negotiation  as  a  dis¬ 
honourable  Thing  ;  and  indeed  it  is  very  apparent  that  if  no 
Refped  at  all  had  been  had  to  this  Agreement,  but  the  EngliQi 
had  attacked  the  Enemy’s  Fleet  without  giving  them  Time  to 
fortify  themfelves,  the  whole,  or  at  leaft  the  greateft  Part, 
muft  have  been  funk  or  taken, 

f  Rennet,  Burchet,  Echard,  Cjlumna  Rcftrata,  Rapin. 
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Majefty  difpatched  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  to  the  Court  of 
Madrid,  to  mediate  a  Peace  between  the  Crowns  of 
Spain  and  Portugal d.  This  Negotiation  was  of  equal 
Difficulty  and  Importance  :  we  had  many  Things  to 
afk from  Spain,  in  Favour  of  our  Trade;  and  there  was 
nothing  to  which  the  Spaniards  were  lefs  inclined  than  to 
make  Peace  with  Portugal ,  and  own  it  for  an  independ¬ 
ent  Kingdom :  yet  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  managed  his 
Bufinefs  with  fuch  Addrefs,  that  he  concluded  a  moil 
.advantageous  Treaty  wTith  the  Court  of  Spain ,  con¬ 
fiding  of  forty  Articles;  and  this  too  in  a  furprizing  £hort 
Space  of  Time,  if  we  confider  the  Nature  of  Spanijh 
Negotiations  ;  for  his  Lordfhip  arrived  at  Madrid  on 
the  28th  of  May ,  1666,  and  the  Treaty  was  figned  on 
the  13  of  May ,  1667  e ;  His  Lordfhip  then  applied  him- 
felf  to  the  other  Part  of  his  Commiffion,  and  by  infill¬ 
ing  principally  on  the  Intereds  of  Spain ,  and  making  it 
evident,  that  the  Continuance  of  the  Portugal  War 
would  be  the  total  Ruin  of  their  Affairs,  and  that  a  Peace 
might  be  made  without  the  lead  WTound  to  their  Ho¬ 
nour,  at  that  Jun£hire;  he  fo  far  prevailed,  as  to  gain 
the  Queen  of  Spain9 s  Confent,  that  a  Treaty  fhould  be 
fet  on  Foot  under  the  Mediation  of  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain.  The  Confidence  repofed  in  him  upon  this 
Occafion,  was  managed  with  fuch  Dexterity  by  the  Earl 
of  Sandwich ,  that  in  three  Weeks  after  his  Arrival  at 
Lijhon ,  he  concluded  a  Peace  between  the  two  Nations, 
to  their  mutual  Satisfaction.  I  his  Treaty  was  figned  the 

13th  of  February,  1668  f,  and  it  was  extremely  Ad¬ 
vantages 


d  Philips’s  Chronicle,  p.  545-  e  ^ke?net’S  J£°m; 
Hiitory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  293.  1  ^7  Uliornc, 
-  sAr-  f  Pointer’s  Chronological  Hiitonan,  vol.  1. 
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vantagious  to  the  Portugueze  (who,  confidering  the  dif~ 
tradted  State  of  their  Government,  had  very  little  Rea- 
fon  to  expedt  fo  fortunate  an  Event)  it  was  no  lefs  ho-* 
nourable  to  the  Crown  of  Britain . 

Upon  the  Conclufion  of  thefe  Treaties,  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich  was  complimented  both  by  the  King  and 
Duke  under  their  Hands,  and  his  great  Services  are  ac¬ 
knowledged  in  fuch  Terms  as  they  defer ved,  and  which 
do  no  lefs  Honour  to  the  Memory  of  the  Princes  who 
wrote  them,  than  they  do  his  to  whom  they  were  writ-*  - 
ten.  Many  of  the  Letters  penned  by  his  Lordihip  in  this 
Embaffy  have  been  made  public,  and  remain  fo  many 
Indelible  Marks  of  his  Wifdom,  Integrity,  and  public 
Spirit.  They  ferve  alfo  to  (hew  how  unneceflary  a 
Qualification  Cunning  is  in  a  public  Minifter,  for  they 
are  written  with  a  plainnefs  that  cannot  be  counterfeit¬ 
ed,  and  fhew  in  their  Compofition  a  Strength  of  Ge¬ 
nius  capable  of  carrying  its  Point,  by  fetting  Truth  in 
a  proper  Light,  without  the  Afiiftance  of  any  of  thofe 
little  Arts  fo  much  admired  in  modern  Politicians.  As 
he  was  too  quick-fighted  to  be  deceived,  he  had  too 
much  Candour  to  impofe  on  any  with  whom  he  tranf- 
adted;  and  when  this  Temper  of  his  was  throughly 
known,  he  was  able  to  do  all  Things  in  Spain ;  for  be¬ 
ing  well  informed  of  the  Nobility  of  his  Birth,  and  his 
great  Adtions  at  Sea,  and  having  repeated  Proofs  of  his 
Itridt  Regard  to  Honour,  they  readily  believed  every 
Thing  he  faid,  and  willingly  affented  to  whatever  he 
propofed.  After  the  Conclufion  of  the  Treaty  with  Par* 
tugal ,  he  returned  again  to  Madrid ,  where  he  fpent  feme 
Time  in  fettling  Affairs,  and  confirming  that  Court  in 
the  Opinion  that  Britain  was  its  molt  ufeful  and  natural 
Vgl.  II.  D  d  Ally, 

i  \  \  '  . 
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Ally,  and  then  taking  his  Leave,  arrived  on  the  19th  of 
September  1668,  at  Port /mouth  On  his  Return  to  Court 
he  was  received  with  all  imaginable  Teftimonies  of  Re- 
fpedl  by  the  King  and  Duke,  who  were  equally  follici- 
tous  in  fixing  him  to  a  good  Opinion  of  thofe  Meafures 
upon  which  they  were  then  entering. 

The  Plantation-Trade  was  by  this  Time  become 
very  coniiderable,  and  growing  daily  more  and  more 
advantagious  to  the  Nation,  his  Majefty  was  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  eredl  a  Council  for  infpedting  Matters  relating 
to  Trade,  and  for  the  fpecial  Encouragement  of  the 
Plantations.  As  this  was  in  itfelf  a  very  popular  Adi, 
fo  King  Charles ,  who  knew,  as  well  as  any  Prince,  the 
Art  of  pleafing  his  Subjects  when  he  thought  fit  to  pra- 
dtife  it,  judged  it  convenient  to  put  at  the  Head  of  this 
new  Council,  a  Man  as  acceptable  in  his  Character  as 
the  Project  was  in  its  Nature ;  and  this  determined  him 
to  the  Choice  of  the  Earl  of  Sandwich ,  who  on  the  3d 
of  Anguft  1670,  was  fworn  Prefident  of  the  Council  of 
Plantations,  and  in  that  Quality  he  fwore  the  Duke  of 
York ,  Prince  Rupert ,  the  Duke  of  Buckingham ,  and 
other  Perfons  of  the  higheft  Quality,  Members  thereof h. 
In  this  Capacity,  as  well  as  in  that  of  Vice-Admiral  and 
Privy- Counfellor,  he  gave  no  fmall  Difturbance  to  the 
Cabal:  for  in  the  firfl  Place,  he  was  a  fincere  and  zea¬ 
lous  Proteftant;  next,  he  was  a  true  Englijhman ,  loyal 
to  his  Prince,  but  fleady  in  the  Caufe  of  his  Country, 
an  Enemy  alike  to  Fadtion  and  arbitrary  Power.  He 
was,  befides,  for  regarding  no  Qualification  but  Merit  in 

the  Preferments  of  the  Navy,  declaring  upon  all  Occa- 

fions 


g  Ibid.  p.  226. 


h  See  the  Gazette  of  that  Date. 
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Sons  againft  (hewing  Favour  to  the  Relations  of  Peers, 
or  other  Perfons  of  Diftin&ion,  to  the  Prejudice  of  fuch 
as  had  ferved  longer  or  better.  This  rendered  him  the 
Idol  of  the  Fleet,  who,  after  the  Death  of  the  Duke  of 
Albemarle ,  looked  upon  him  as  their  Father  and  Pro- 

0 

te&or;  which,  however,  railed  him  a  great  many  Enemies 
amongft  fuch  as  could  not  bear  the  thwarting  of  their 
private  Interefts,  though  for  the  Sake  of  the  Public. 
The  fecret  Hiftories  of  thofe  Times  (to  which  I  mult 

own  I  do  not  always  give  Credit)  infinuate,  that  his 

\ 

Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York  was  difpleafed  with 
him;  but,  however  that  might  be,  it  is  very  certain, 
that  the  Ring  had  always  a  juft  Senfe  of  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich' s  Services,  and  (hewed  him  upon  all  Occa- 


fions  as  much  Favour  and  Efteem  as  he  did  to  any  of 


his  Subjedls  \ 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  laft  Dutch  War,  his 
Lordfhip  went  to  Sea  with  the  Duke  of  York,  and  com¬ 
manded  the  Blue  Squadron,  the  French  Admiral  Count 
d'Ejfrees  commanding  the  White.  The  Fleet  wras  at 
Sea  in  the  beginning  of  the  Month  of  May,  and  to¬ 
wards  the  End  of  that  Month  came  to  an  Anchor  in 
Southwcld-B ay,  in  order  to  take  in  Water ;  there  we 
are  told,  that  on  the  27th,  which  was  Whitmonday , 
there  was  great  Merry-making  on  board  the  Fleet,  and 
many  Officers  ana  Seamen  were  permitted  to  go  on 
Shore,  and  were  at  Scuthwold,  Dunwich ,  and  Alibrough* 
Things  being  in  this  Situation,  and  the  Weather  withal 
very  hazy,  the  Earl  of  Sandwich ,  who  had  on  board 


the  Admiral,  gave 


it  as  his  Opinion  in  the  Ev 
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ening. 


that 


See  Bifhop  Parker’s 


Tj iflory  of  his  own  Times,  p.  it*i. 
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that,  the  Wind  Handing  as  it  did,  the  Fleet  rode  in  Dan¬ 
cer  of  being  furprized  by  the  Dutch  y  and,  therefore,  he 
thought  it  advifeable  to  weigh  Anchor,  and  get  out 
to  Sea:  to  this  the  Duke  of  York  made  fuch  an 
Anfwer  as  feemed  to  hint  that  the  Earl  fpoke  out  of 
Fear;  which  Infinuation,  if  it  was  really  made,  was 
certainly  barbarous  and  unjuft  k.  I  cannot  fay  who  firft 
reported  this  Story,  but  of  this  we  may  be  pofitive,  that, 
as  a  certain  Author  has  reported  it,  it  could  not  poffibly 
be  true  Several  very  judicious  Perfons  have  inclined 
to  think  that  it  was  framed  long  after  the  Tranfaciion, 
in  order  to  heighten  fome  Circumftances  which  we  lhall 
prefently  relate. 


On 


k  Echard’s  Hiftory,  p.  883.  Columna  Roftrata  p.  217.  This 
Author  is  Bilhop  Burnet,  who  in  the  Hiftory  of  his  own  Times 
fays.  “  I  fay  nothing  of  the  Sea-Fight  m  Sol  bay,  in  which 
“'de  Ruyter  had  the  Glory  of  furprizing  the  Englifh  Fleet, 
“ ‘  when  they  were  thinking  lefs  of  engaging  the  Enemy,  than 
«<  0f  an  extravagant  Preparation  for  the  ufual  Diforders  of  the 


1  an  ;  --rt  .  j  _ ™ 

othofMay;  wiiicn  ne  prevemcu,  wl;Su^n . . 

s  .  J  T  .  ij  \xru:~,  fklc  Prptcifp  that  hecauie 
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On  the  28th  of  ifcfoy,  between  two  and  three  in  the 
Morning,  the  Fleet  was  informed  of  the  Approach  of 
the  Du+ch :  upon  which  his  Royal  Highnefs  made  the 
Signal  for  weighing  Anchor,  and  getting  to  Sea;  and 
the  Occafion  being  of  fo  prelling  a  Nature,  many  of 
the  Captains  were  obliged  to  cut  their  Cables.  rl  he 
Blue  Squadron,  however,  was  out  firft,  and  in  good  Or¬ 
der;  the  Red  next;  and  the  White  in  its  proper  Station, 
much  a-Stern m.  The  Earl  of  Sandwich  in  his  fine 
Ship  The  Royal  James ,  which  carried  100  Pieces  of 
Cannon,  and  about  800  Men,  began  the  Fight,  and 
fell  furioufly  on  the  Squadron  of  Van  Ghent.  This  he 
did,  not  from  a  Principle  of  diftinguifhing  himfelf  by 
an  A<5t  of  heroic  Valour,  for  he  knew  his  Character 
was  too  well  eflablifhed  to  need  that :  his  View  was  to 
give  the  r eft  of  the  Fleet  Time  to  form  ;  and  in  this  he 
carried  his  Point.  Captain  Brakel  in  The  Great  Hoi - 
land)  a  60  Gun  Ship,  depending  on  the  Alii  fiance  of 
his  Squadron,  attacked  The  Royal  James ,  but  was  foon 
difabled,  as  were  feveral  other  Men  of  War;  and  three 
Fire-Ships  were  funk.  By  this  Time  moil  of  his  Men 
were  killed,  and  the  Hull  of  The  Royal  James  fo  pierced 
with  Shot,  that  it  was  impolfible  to  carry  her  off.  In 
this  Diftrefs  he  might  have  been  relieved  by  his  Vice-Ad~ 
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that  they  might  engage  the  fooner,  and  not  be  furprized.  The 
Dutch  Gazette  treated  the  Earl’s  Memory  better  than  this 
Bifhop;  for  in  it  we  find,  “  The  Earl  of  Sandwich  engaged 
“  for  feveral  Hours  with  many  of  our  Men  of  War,  difabled 
(e  feven  of  our  Ships,  among  which  was  Lieutenant- Admiral 
“  Van  Ghent’s,  Vice-Admiral  Van  Nelie’s,  and  Captain 
“  Brakel’s  ;  and,  after  putting  off  three  Fire-Ships,  was  at 
“  laft  burnt  by  the  fourth.”  m  I  take  this  from  Mr.  Sa- 
ville’s  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Arlington,  then  Secretary  of  State, 
snd  puhlifned  by  Authority., 
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miral  Sir  jofeph  Jordan ,  if  that  Gentleman  had  not 
been  more  follicitous  about  afMing  the  Duke.  When 
therefore  he  law  him  fail  by,  heedlefs  of  the  Condition 
in  which  he  lay,  he  faid  to  thcfe  who  were  about  him. 
There  is  nothing  left  for  ns  now  hut  to  defend  the  Ship 
to  the  laf  Man ,  and  thofe  who  knew  him  readily  un¬ 
derflood,  that  by  the  laft  Man  he  meant  himfelf. 

When  a  fourth  Fire-Ship  had  grappled  him,  he  begged 

>  *  *  ,  .  ' 

his  Captain  Sir  Richard  Haddock  and  all  his  Servants  to 
get  into  the  Boat  and  fave  themfelves;  which  they  did; 
yet  fome  of  the  Sailors  would  not  quit  the  Admiral,  but 
ftaid  and  endeavoured  at  his  Command  to  put  out  the 
Fire,  which,  however,  they  could  not  do,  and  fo  they 
periihed  together,  the  Ship  blowing  up  about  Noon  \ 
The  Dutch  Writers  give  a  different  Account  of  thk 
Matter;  they  fay,  that  the  Earl  and  one  of  his  Sons 
were  fmothered  in  the  Long-Boat,  by  the  Crew  jump¬ 
ing  in  upon  them  °;  which  cannot  be  true,  lince  the 
genuine  Caufe  of  the  Earl’s  remaining  on  board  was, 
his  Apprehenfion  that  he  might  be  taken  in  the  Long- 
Boat,  and  be  made  a  Spe&acle  to  the  Dutch',  the  fame 
Thought  which  occurred  to  the  Duke  of  Albemarle , 
and  determined  him,  in  cafe  no  other  Way  was  left,  to 
blow  up  his  Ship  and  himfelf.  Such  as  afcribe  this  Re- 
folution  to  the  Refentment  of  what  his  Royal  Highnefs 
had  faid  the  Evening  before,  afperfe  one  great  Man’s 
Character  in  order  to  tarnifh  another’s.  It  is  a  ftrange 
Pleafure  that  fome  People  take  in  attributing  the  great- 

eft  Events  to  the  worft  Motives,  and  always  prefuming 

that 


n  Barchet,  Columns  Roftrata,  Bafnage,  deNeuville.  0  i>af- 
nage  Annults  des  Provinces  Ur.ies,  vol.  U-  P*  ZOo° 
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that  to  be  the  Spring  of  a  Man’s  Actions,  which  feems 
lead  fit  to  be  fo.  In  this  Cafe  from  the  Temper  of  the  Per- 
fon,  and  the  Circumftances  attending  his  Death,  there 
is  the  highed  Reafon  in  the  World  to  prefume,  that  he 
facrificed  himfeh  from  a  Principal  of  PuDiic  Spit  it .  why 
then  fhould  we  be  fo  inhuman  as  to  fancy  he  did  it 
from  private  Pique  ?  The  ancient  Romans  would  have 
had  nobler  Notions :  they  would  have  faid,  hb  devoted 
himfelf  to  his  Country,  and  merited,  by  his  Manner  ot 
dying,  the  Vidlory  which  enfued. 

His  Lordfhip’s  Body  was  found  near  a  Fortnight 
afterwards,  and  the  King  tedified,  by  the  Honours  he 
paid  to  the  Corps,  how  much  he  admired  the  Man, 
how  fenfible  he  w7as  of  his  hard  Fate,  and  how  will¬ 
ing  he  was  to  mingle  with  the  Dud  of  his  Ancedors, 
the  Remains  of  fuch  as  died  glorioufly  in  their  Coun¬ 
try’s  Service.  This  Fadt  dands  thus  in  the  Gazette. 

Harwich ,  "June  io. 

<c  This  Day  the  Body  of  the  Pvight  Honourable 
<c  Edward  Earl  of  Sandwich ,  being  by  the  Order  up- 
cc  on  his  Coat  difcovered  floating  on  the  Sea  by  one  of  his 
tc  Majedy’s  Ketches,  was  taken  up,  and  brought  into 
cc  this  Port  j  where  Sir  Charles  Littleton  the  Governor 
“  receiving  it,  took  immediate  Care  for  its  embalming 
cc  and  honourable  difpofing.  till  his  Majedy’s  Pleafure 
<c  fhould  be  knov/n  concerning  it.  For  the  obtaining 
cc  of  which,  his  Majedy  was  attended  at  Whitehall  the 
€C  next  Day,  by  the  Mader  of  the  faid  VefleJ,  who  by 
cc  Sir  Charles  Littleton's  Order,  was  fent  to  preterit  his 
cc  Majedy  with  the  George  found  about  the  Body  of 
««  the  faid  Earl,  which  remained  at  the  Time  of  its  ta- 

D  d  4  king 
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<c  king  up  in  every  Part  unblemilhed,  faving  fome 
*c  Imprefiions  made  by  the  Fire  upon  his  Face  and 
Bread.  Upon  which  his  Majefty  out  of  his  Princely 
cc  Regard  to  the  great  Defervings  of  the  faid  Earl,  and 
“  his  unexampled  Performances  in  this  lad  A6t  of  his 
<c  Life,  hath  refolved  to  have  his  Body  brought  up  to 
London ,  there  at  his  Charge  to  receive  the  Rites  of 
Funeral  due  to  his  great  Quality  and  Merits  p. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich's  Body  being  taken  out  of  one 
€C  of  his  Majedy’s  Yatchts  at  Deptford ,  on  the  3d  of  July 
1672,  and  laid  in  the  moil  folemn  Manner  in  a  fump. 
<c  tuous  Barge,  proceeded  by  Water  to  Wejlminfier -  Bridge , 
attended  by  the  King’s  Barges,  his  Royal  Highnefs 
€C  the  Duke  of  York's  ;  as  alfo  with  the  feveral  Barges 
of  the  Nobility,  Lord-Mayor,  and  the  feveral  Com- 
panies  of  the  City  of  London ,  adorned  fuitable  to  the 
cc  melancholy  Occafion,  with  Trumpets  and  other  Mu* 
lick,  that  founded  the  deeped  Notes.  On  palling  by 
the  Tower,  the  great  Guns  there  were  difcharged,  as 
<c  well  as  at  Whitehall ,  and  about  five  o’Clock  in  the 
<c  Evening  the  Body  being  taken  out  of  the  Barge  at 
Wejlminfer -Bridge,  there  was  a  Proceflion  to  the 
*c  Abby- Church,  with  the  highed  Magnificence.  Eight 
<<  Earls  were  Affidant  to  his  Son  Edward  Earl  of  Sand- 
«  wich,  chief  Mourner,  and  mod  of  the  Nobility  and 
Perfons  of  Quality  in  Town  gave  their  Abidance  to 
es  his  Interment,  in  the  Duke  of  Albemarle’s  Vault  in 
the  North  Side  of  King  Henry  VII.  Chapel,  where 
«  his  Remains  are  depofited  V* 

After 

n  —  - -  -  -  -  ■ 

?  Gazette,  June  13,  1672.  a  Ibid.  July  4,  1672. 
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After  this  Account  of  the  Refpedt  fliewn  by  his 
Sovereign  to  his  dead  Body,  it  may  not  be  arnifs  to  fub- 
join  fome  Inftances  of  the  T  ribute  paid  by  illuftrious 
Perfons  to  his  Memory.  We  will  begin  with  the  late 
Duke  of  Buckinghamshire ,  who  having  given  us  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Battel  in  Southwold-Bay ,  concludes  it  thus. 
“  The  Enemy  had  no  Succefs  to  boaft  of,  except  the 
burning  our  Royal  James  \  which,  having  on  board 
*c  her,  not  only  a  Thoufand  of  our  bed  Men,  but  the 
<c  Earl  of  Sandwich  himfel/,  Vice-Admiral  of  E?iglandy 
“  was  enough  almoft  to  (tile  it  a  Victory  on  their  Side ; 
cc  lince  his  Merit  as  to  Sea-Affairs,  was  mod  extraor- 
<c  dinary  in  all  Kinds r  Bifhop  Parker ,  after  a  Pomp¬ 
ous  Detail  of  this  bloody  Difpute,  proceeds  in  thefe 
Words.  <c  The  Englijh  lod  many  Volunteers,  and  ten 
*c  Captains  of  Ships ;  amongd  thefe,  were  the  Earl  of 

Sandwich ,  and,  Dighy ,  Son  of  the  Earl  of  Brijlol ; 

* 

<c  who,  almod  alone,  fought  with  the  third  Squadron 
u  of  the  Dutch :  yet,  at  length,  when  Dighy  was  fhot 
through  the  Heart,  and  the  Ship  that  he  commanded, 
<c  was  bored  through  with  innumerable  Shots,  the  Sea- 
iC  men  with  Difficulty  brought  her  into  the  Harbour ; 
<c.  but  Sandwich  having  miferably  (battered  feven  of  their 
“  Ships,  and  beat  off  three  Fire-Ships,  at  length  being 
<c  over-powered  with  Numbers,  fell  a  Sacrifice  for 
((  his  Country.  A  Gentleman  adorned  with  all  the 
<c  Virtues  of  Alcibiades ,  and  untainted  by  any  of  his 
Vices  ;  of  high  Birth ;  capable  of  any  Bufmefs  ;  full 
of  Wifdom  1  a  great  Commander  at  Sea  and  Land, 
€C  and  alfo  learned  and  eloquent,  affable,  liberal  and 

cc  magnifi- 


l  Puke  of  Buckinghamlhire’s  Works,  vol.  ii.  p-  15. 
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<c  magnificent 3  Gerard  Brant ,  who  is  never  partial 
to  any  but  his  own  Countrymen,  after  a  full  Account 
of  the  Valour  with  which  the  Earl  defended  himfelf, 
and  which  he  ftiles  unfortunate  Courage,  is  pleafed  to 
fay,  u  Such  was  the  Fate  of  this  Noble  Peer,  who  was 
66  Vice  -  Admiral  of  England  ;  a  Man  equally  brave, 
<c  knowing,  and  of  a  moll  engaging  Behaviour ;  one 
Ci  who  had  rendered  his  Sovereign  the  greateft  Services, 
<c  not  only  in  the  Field,  but  in  the  Cabinet,  and  as  an 
<c  Ambafiador  in  foreign  Courts 1  Sir  Edward  Walker , 
who  wrote  an  Hiftorical  Account  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Garter,  a  Work  which  it  were  to  be  wifhed  his  Suc- 
ceflors  in  his  Office  had  continued  with  like  Impartiality, 
gives  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  this  Character,  66  He  was 
“  a  Perfon  of  extraordinary  Parts,  Courage,  Fidelity, 
and  Affability,  and  juflly  merited  all  the  Honours 
<c  that  were  conferred  upon  him  u 

These  Teftimonies,  from  Friends  and  Foes  (for 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham/hire  and  the  Bifhop  of  Oxford 
were  of  a  Party  not  much  inclined  to  favour  the  Earl 
of  Sandwich)  ;  from  Strangers  as  well  as  own  Country¬ 
men,  are  inconteftable  Proofs  of  this  great  Man’s  A- 
bilities,  and  therefore  I  was  in  feme  Doubt  whether  I 
fhould  add  the  following  poetical  Compliment  to  his  Me¬ 
mory ;  but,  when  I  confidered,  that  it  might  prove  a  Hint 
to  fome  abler  Poet,  to  do  Juft  ice  to  fo  fublime  a  Subject, 
I  thought  the  Reader  would  not  be  difpleafed  with  the 
Sio-ht  of  Lines  which  have  not  hitherto  been  publifhed. 

E  PI- 


s  Biihop  Parker’s  Pliftory  of  his  own  Times,  p. 

4  Vic  de  Ruyter,  Liv.  xi.  u  Hiftorical  Account  oi  the  Knight’s 
of  the  Garter,  MS.  before  cited. 
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^  DORN’ D  with  Titles ,  but  from  Virtue  great  5 


At  Sea  a  Neptune,  Neftor  in  the  State  ; 

Alike  in  Council ,  and  in  Fight ,  renown’ d9 
In  Action  always ,  with  Succefs  fill  crown’d ; 

A  Soldier 9  Seaman ,  Statefman , - He  lies ; 

JSlo  Heart  more  honef ,  Head  more  wife  . 

Though  brave ,  yet  gentle  \  though  fine  ere ,  not  rude  5 
Jufice  in  Camps ,  Gwzr/J  Truth  pur  fid. 

Living ,  rais’d  a  deathlefs ,  fpotlefs  Name  y 
And  dying  1  foar’d  above  the  Reach  of  tame. 


Reader ,  Englifh,  fop  the  falling  Tear  ! 

Grief  foould  not  wait  on  him  who  felt  no  Fear : 

He  wants  not  Pity - -  ^  Afes  fpeak7 

Thefe  generous  Sounds  would  from  the  Marble  breaks 
*c  G0  ferve  thy  Country ,  while  God fp ares  Thee  Breath  j 
46  Zzz/*,  1  liv’d ,  fo  deferve  my  Death . 


We  ought  next  to  fay  fomewhat  of  Prince  Rupert , 
who  commanded  the  Englifh  Fleet  often,  and  with  great 
Applaufe.  To  run  through  his  memorable  Adventures, 
would  take  up  too  much  Time,  and  deviate  like- 
wife  from  the  Intention  of  this  Treatife  :  we  fliall,  there¬ 
fore,  touch  briefly  thofe  Circumftances  of  his  Con¬ 
duct,  which  more  immediately  relate  to  his  Capacity 
as  a  Sea-Officer,  and  leave  his  other  Actions  to  the  Care 
of  fome  faithful  Hiftorian,  who  may  incline  to  tranfmit 
them  to  Pofterity,  in  the  Manner  they  deferve  :  for 

though 
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though  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  this  Prince  had  his  Fail¬ 
ings,  and  that  thefe  might  have  fome  bad  Effefts  on  the 
Affairs  of  King  Charles  I.  yet  it  mull  likewife  be  con- 
feffed,  that  he  did  that  Monarch  great  Services,  and  that 
his  Errors  have  been  much  heightened,  by  the  Skill,  as 
Well  as  Partiality,  of  fome  who  have  decried  them. 

He  was  the  third  Son  of  the  Prince  Eledl or  Pala¬ 
tine^  fometime  ftiled  King  of  Bohemia ,  by  the  Princefs 
Elizabeth ,  eldell  Daughter  to  King  James\,  and  was 
confequently  Nephew  to  King  Charles  I.  His  Educa¬ 
tion,  like  that  of  molt  German  Princes,  efpecially  young¬ 
er  Brothers,  qualified  him  for  Arms;  and  fuch  as  have 
been  leaf:  inclined  to  favour  him,  admit,  that  he  was  ex¬ 
tremely  well  fitted,  in  refpedl  both  to  natural  Abilities 
and  acquired  Accomplifliments,  for  a  great  Commander  w. 
When  the  unhappy  Civil  Wars  broke  out  here,  he  came 
and  offered  his  Sword  to  his  Uncle,  when  he  was  fcarce 
cf  Age,  and,  through  the  whole  War,  behaved  with 
great  Intrepidity  ;  and  on  many  Occafions  his  Endeavours 
were  attended  with  extraordinary  Succefs.  When  the 
War  was  over,  he  went  Abroad  with  a  Pafs  from  the 
Parliament :  but  when  the  Fleet  revolted  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales >  he  readily  went  on  board  it,  where  he  dif- 
tinguifhed  himfelf  by  vigorous  Councils ;  which,  how¬ 
ever,  were  not  followed  ;  but  on  the  Return  of  the  Fleet 
to  Holland ,  the  Command  of  it  was  left  to  him.  He 
then  failed  to  Ireland ,  where  he  endeavoured  to  fupport 

the 


w  The  faireft  Chara&cr  1  have  met  with  of  this  gallant 
Prince,  is  in  Sir  Philip  Warwick’s  Memoirs,  p.  226,  which 
is  tranfcribed  by  Echard  into  his  Hift'ory.  The  Reader  may 
likewife  confuit  Clarendon,  Whitlock,  and  the  other  His¬ 
torians  of  thole  Times. 
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the  King’s  finking  Caufe  ;  but  was  quickly  purfued  by 
the  Parliament’s  fuperior  Fleet,  under  1  opham  and 
Blake 5  who,  in  the  Winter  of  the  Year  1649,  blocked 
him  up  in  the  Haven  of  Kingfale ,  whence  he  efcaped, 
by  boldly  pulhing  through  their  Fleet ;  an  Adlion  as  fuc- 
cefsful  in  the  Event,  as  brave  in  the  Intention  x. 

After  this  Efcape,  he  failed  to  the  Coaft  of  Spain , 
where  firll  he  was  treated  with  fome  Refpedl ;  but  when 
it  was  known  that  the  Parliament  had  a  better  Fleet  at 
Sea,  and  were  very  intent  on  fuppreffing  his  Highnefs, 
the  Spaniards  became  afraid  of  fhewing  him  any  Mark 
of  Favour ;  and  therefore,  when  two  or  three  of  his 
Ships  were  diftrefied,  and  ran  afhore,  they  plundered 
them,  and  preffed  the  Men  into  their  Service Y.  This, 
we  need  the  lefs  wonder  at,  if  we  confider  that  Captain 
Young  burnt  The  Antelope ,  one  of  the  Prince’s  Ships,  in 
the  Harbour  of  Helvoetjluys ,  without  any  Refpedt  to  the 
Authority  of  xheStates-General ,  even  in  their  own  Ports ; 
and  this,  it  is  faid,  inclined  them  to  a  War  with  Eng¬ 
land  ;  for  obfervingthe  T emper  of  the  Parliament,  and  the 
Growth  of  their  Naval  Power,  it  was  eafy  for  the 
Dutch  to  forefee  that  nothing  but  a  vigorous  Reiiftance 
could  defend  their  Trade,  or  preferve  them  from  Sub- 
je&ion.  From  the  Coaft  of  Spain ,  the  Prince  failed 
to  Lifhon ,  whither  he  was  quickly  followed  by  Blake y 
v/ith  a  Squadron  of  eighteen  Sail.  We  have  already 
given  fome  Account  of  this  Expedition,  and  of  his  be-' 

ing 


x  Ludlow’s  Memoirs,  p,  290,  291.  Burchet,  Columns  ^ 
Rodrata,  Echard,  & c.  y  Clarendon’s  Hi  dory,  p.  59$,  596. 

Where  there  is  a  more  circumdantial  Account  of  this  Fait, 
than  is  to  be  met  with  any  where  elfe. 
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ing  at  la  ft  forced  by  Blake  to  leave  that  Port,  and  be¬ 
take  himfelf  again  to  the  Mediterranean  ;  and  therefore, 
here  I  fhall  only  obferve,  that  it  was  chiefly  the  Rever¬ 
ence  paid  to  Prince  Rupert’s  Per fon,  that  enabled  hijn 
to  keep  the  Sea  with  his  Squadron,  which  was  now  be¬ 
come  too  fmall  to  be  called  a  Fleet.  On  the  5th  of 
November ,  1650,  General  Blake  deftroyed  The  Roe - 
Buck ,  and  The  Black  Prince ,  two  of  the  befl:  Ships  he 
had  remaining,  while  his  Highnefs  in  The  Reformation , 
and  his  Brother  Prince  Maurice  in  The  Converting  or, 
as  other  Writers  fay,  in  The  Swallow ,  failed  into  the 
Adriatick  Sea ,  and  after  taking  fome  Prizes,  returned, 
after  Blake’s  Departure,  into  the  Port  of  Toulon ,  where 
they  difpofed  of  them,  paid  their  Sailors,  and  provided 
for  a  more  diftant  Expedition  z.  It  muft  be  obferved, 
that  though  this  kind  of  Behaviour  in  Prince  Rupert 
exafperated  the  Parliament  againfl:  him,  and  was  in  re¬ 
ality,  as  I  have  elfewhere  owned,  a  very  unjuftiflable 
Practice  ;  yet  it  was,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Source  of 
the  Parliament’s  Power  at  Sea,  which  they  would  other- 
wife  have  fcarce  thought  of  maintaining;  but  finding 
themfelves,  on  a  fudden,  on  bad  Terms  with  Spain ^  em¬ 
broiled  with  France ,  difliked  by  the  Dutch ,  and  at  open 
War  tvith  Portugal ;  they  were  obliged  to  cultivate  a 
Naval  Force  with  their  utmoft  Care,  in  which,  as  they 
applied  themfelves  to  it  with  Diligence,  it  mull  be  admitted 

they 


z  Philips’s  Chronicle,  p.  289,  Bate,  Warwick,  See.  A- 
mongft  other  Inconveniencies  following  from  this  Practice,  ti  e 
Prince’s  Example  was  no  finall  one.  When  he  condeicended  to 
live  by  privateering,  no  body  was  afhamed  to  take  up  the 
Trade,  fo  that  from  J’reft,  Guernfcy,  Jerfey,  and  the  Sciliey-. 
Iflands,  there  iflhcd  whole  Fleets  of  Gcrfairs. 
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they  were  very  fuccefsful,  and  had  quickly  fo  many 
Squadrons  well  Manned  at  Sea,  as  made  them  terrible  to 
all  the  World  a. 

Prince  Rupert's  Squadron,  *  in  the  Spring  of  the 
Year  1651,  failed  again  for  the  Streights ,  confifting  then 
of  five  Men  of  War,  and  two  Fire-Ships.  There  he 
began  to  take  Spanifh  Ships  by  way  of  Reprifal,  for  the 
Refpeft  they  {hewed  the  Parliament ;  till  finding  him- 
felf  hard  prefled  by  Penn,  he  refolved  to  follow  his  Bro¬ 
ther  into  the  Weft-Indies .  This  Projedt  was  owing  to 
the  Lord  Willoughby's  engaging  Barbadoes ,  and  the 
Leeward- IJlands  to  declare  for  the  King,  when  all  o- 
ther  Colonies,  except  Virginia ,  had  owned  the  Parlia¬ 
ment.  This  Defign  might  poflibly  have  proved  more 

m 

fuccefsful,  if  Prince  Rupert ,  on  his  Arrival  in  thofe 
Parts,  had  applied  himfelf  to  the  Prefervation  of  the 
Wejl- India  Trade  ;  but  inflead  of  this,  both  he,  and 

Prince  Maurice  continued  to  cruize  upon  the  Spaniards , 

% 

till  the  latter  perifhed  at  Sea,  and  the  former  found  his 
Ships  in  fuch  a  Condition,  that  it  was  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  him  to  return  into  Europe  ;  which  accordingly 
he  did,  and  in  the  beginning  of  1653,  arrived  fafely  in 
Britanny ,  where  he  difpofed  of  his  Prizes,  paid  his  Seamen 
as  far  as  it  would  go,  and  for  the  prefent,  laid  afide  his 
Office  as  an  Admiral b.  His  Conduct  on  this  Occafion, 
is  very  hardily  reprefented  by  the  Earl  of  Clarendon , 
who,  as  he  never  lived  in  any  great  Terms  of  Friend- 

fhip 


3  Let  the  Reader  compare  what  I  have  obferved  with  Fadts 
from  Whitlock,  Ludlow,  and  Carrington’s  Life  of  Cromwell, 
and  he  will  fee  the  Truth  of  it  immediately.  b  Philips’s 
Chronicle,  p.  337,  Clarendon,  Kennet,  Echard,  Rate,  War¬ 
wick,  &c. 
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fhip  with  him,  might  poflibly  conceive  worfe  of  his 
Proceedings  than  they  deferved.  This  is  certain,  that  the 
noble  Hifforian  was  greatly  miftaken  in  what  he  fays  of 
the  Prince’s  deferting  the  King’s  Service,  on  his  going 
back  into  Germany  ;  for  we  have  undeniable  Teftimonies 
of  the  contrary,  and  feveral  Letters  of  his  are  yet  ex¬ 
tant,  whereby  it  appears,  that  he  negotiated  with  feveral 
Princes  of  the  Empire,  on  his  Majefty’s  Behalf,  and  be¬ 
haved  towards  him  on  all  Occaffons  in  his  Exile  (after  the 
Quarrel  at  Paris)  with  all  the  Duty,  and  Deference  that 
he  could  have  fhewn  him  on  the  Throne0. 

On  the  King’s  Reftauration,  Prince  Rupert  was  in¬ 
vited  into  England ,  where  the  King  created  him  Duke 
of  Cumberland ,  Earl  of  Holdernefs ,  &c.  and  gave  him 
alfo  various  Offices  worthy  of  his  High  Birth.  By  this 
Time,  the  Prince’s  Fire  was  pretty  much  decay’d,  and 
his  Judgment  cooler  and  fitter  for  great  Employments, 
when,  therefore,  in  the  Year  1666,  the  King  entrufted 
him,  in  Conjunction  with  the  Duke  of  Albemarle ,  to 
command  the  Fleet,  hedifcovered  all  the  great  Qualities 
that  could  be  defired  in  an  Admiral  ;  for  by  his  happy 
Return  to  the  Fleet  on  the  3d  of  June ,  he  ravifhed  from 
the  Dutch  the  only  Victory  they  had  the  Appearance  of 
gaining  ;  and  afterwards  on  the  24th  of  July,  in  the 
fame  Year,  beat  them  effeftually,  purfued  them  to  their 
own  Coaft,  blocked  up  their  Harbours,  and  made  them 
fenfible  of  the  Superiority  of  Englijh  Courage,  when 

not 


c  This  is  very  evident  from  Abundance  of  Letters  in  Thur- 
loe’s.  State- Papers,  which  repreient  his  Highnefs  as  bufy 
Agent  for  the  King  ;  and  particularly  from  a  Letter  or  nis  to 
King  Charles  II.  dated  Heidelberg.  February  6,1656,  vol.  u 
p.  694. 
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hot  oppreflcd  by  Numbers d.  In  the  Autumn  of  the 
fame  Year,  having  the  foie  Command  of  our  Fleet, 
and  undemanding  that  the  Dutch  were  endeavouring  to 
join  a  French  Squadron  of  forty  Sail,  under  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort ,  he  followed  them  fo  elofely  into  Bolloign  Road, 
that,  to  avoid  another  Battel,  they  hauled  in  fo  near  the 
Shore  as  in  all  Probability  they  muft  either  have  been 
burnt  or  funk,  if  a  fudden  Storm  had  not  forced  the 
Prince  to  return  to  St.  Helen’s  Bay.  But  in  the  mean 
time  Sir  Thomas  Alien  with  his  Squadron^  fell  in  with, 
Part  of  the  French  Fleet,  and  ufed  them  fo  roughly, 
that  they  were  glad  to  betake  themfelves  to  Port,  and 
lay  alide  all  Thoughts  of  joining  their  Allies  \  On  his 
Highnefs’s  Return  home,  he  was  kindly  received  by 
the  King,  and  grew  into  great  Efteem  with  the  Na¬ 
tion.  He  always  fteered  evenly  between  the  Fadions 
at  Court,  and  having  fo  near  a  Relation  to  the  King, 
thought  not  of  ftrengthning  his  Intereft  by  entering  in¬ 
to  any  Intrigues.  Yet  he  never  declined  any  Occafion 
that  offered  of  (hewing  himfelf  a  firm  Proteftant,  and  a 
true  Patriot,  though  he  knew  that  this  Condud  would 
expofe  him  to  fome  who  were  never  much  inclined  to 
be  his  Friends.  But  the  King,  who  was  obliged  to  go¬ 
vern  too  much  by  Parties,  was  far  from  difliking  his 
Coufin’s  Condud,  fince  it  gave  him  an  Opportunity 
of  ufing  his  Councils,  and  engaging  his  Services  with 
the  general  Approbation  of  bis  People;  which  otherwife 
he  could  not  have  done.  In  other  Refpeds  the  Prince 
was  very  loyal,  and  would  never  be  perfuaded,  even  by 
Vol.  II.  E  e  fuch 


d  Rennet,  Echard,  Bardlet,  Columna  Roltrata,  Rapiru 
t  Philip’s  Chronide,  p.  55  2. 
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fuch  as  had  a  great  Influence  over  him,  to  go  into  any 
of  thofe  Meafures,  which,  though  covered  with  fpecious 
Pretences,  ferved  only  to  didrefs  the  King,  and  to  diltraft 

his  Subjects. 

After  the  breaking  out  of  the  lad  Dutch  War, 
and  the  palling  the  Ted-Adt,  his  Highnefs  was  again 
drawn  from  his  Retirement  to  take  upon  him  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  the  Fleet.  The  Duke  of  York  had  religned 
his  Office  ot  Lord  High  Admiral;  the  Earl  of  Sandwich 
and  moll  of  the  old  Admirals  were  dead,  fo  that  none 
could  with  any  Decency  be  called  to  that  Command 
but  himfelf f.  He  had  never  lived  on  any  Terms  with 
the  Minidry,  who  were  (tiled  The  Cabal ,  and  indeed  it 
was  impoflible  he  fhould;  for  they  were  all  Perfons  of 
the  utmod  Art,  and  he  was  the  plained  Man  that  could 
be.  The  Method,  therefore,  they  took  to  rid  them- 
felves  of  a  War,  which  they  found  it  very  hard  to  ma¬ 
nage,  was,  to  make  fuch  Difpolitions  in  the  Fleet  as 
were  fitted  to  render  the  Admiral  uneafy,  from  a  Pro¬ 
ject  that  this  might  bring  the  Advice  of  making  Peace 
from  other  Hands  than  their  own  L  All  the  Captains 
in  the  Fleet  were  the  Creatures  of  the  Duke  of  York^  and 
were  told,  though  perhaps  without  Truth,  that  glancing 
at  the  Prince’s  Character  would  oblige  His  Royal  High- 
nefs.  There  needed  no  more  to  fet  thefe  Fo;  :s  to 
Work:  they  began  to  find  Fault  with  every  Order  he 
gave,  and  to  mifreprefent  every  Meafure  he  took,  but 

the  Prince  quickly  convinced  them,  that  indead  of  hurt¬ 
ing 


f  Echard’s  Hiftory  of  England,  p.  893.  Burnet’s  Hiitory^of 
his  own  Times,  Burchet,  Columna  Roitrata,  Rapu  -  g  bee 
An  exaCt  Relation  of  the  Engagements  and  Actions  ot  his  ;oa- 
j city’s  Fisa  under  Prince  Rupert. 
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ing  his  Charadfer,  they  would  deftroy  their  own  By 
his  brifk  getting  out  to  Sea  in  the  Month  of  April ,  he 
fhewed  that  he  could  be  adtive  in  Age  as  well  as  Youth* 
and  by  failing  over  to  the  Dutch  Coaft,  he  difcovered  a 
Readinefs  to  fight,  which  was  the  old  Charafteriftic  of 
an  Englijh  Admiral.  We  have  already  given  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Battel  of  the  28th  of  May  1672,  in  which 
we  had  the  Advantage  ;  but  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  copy 
a  fhort  Paragraph  from  the  Prince’s  own  Letter,  which 
(hews  the  Modefty  of  his  Nature,  and  withal  his  Ho¬ 
nour  and  Impartiality,  fince  it  relates  to  the  Behaviour 
of  one  who  he  knew  did  not  like  him.  “  Sir  Edward 
<c  Spragge  alfo  on  his  Side  maintained  the  Fight  with 
<c  fo  much  Courage  and  Refolution,  that  their  whole 
<c  Body  gave  Way  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  had  it  not 
been  for  fear  of  the  Shoals,  we  had  driven  them  inta 
cc  their  Harbours,  and  the  King  would  have  had  a  bet- 
*c  ter  Account  of  them.  The  Cafe  being  thus,  and 
“  the  Night  approaching,  I  judged  it  fit  to  ftand  a  little 
*c  off,  and  to  anchor  here  where  I  now  ride”1. 

The  next  Engagement  happened  on  the  5th  of 
June ,  in  which  the  Advantage  was  more  plainly  01*  the 
Side  of  the  Englijh ,  as  is  evident  from  Prince  Ru¬ 
pert's  Letter,  which  was  immediately  publifhed^  but  af¬ 
ter  this  Engagement,  he  found  the  Fleet  to  be  fo  mife- 
rably  unprovided  of  all  Neeeffaries,  and,  which  was 
worfe,  fo  badly  manned,  that  he  thought  fit  to  return. 
Home.  This  Meafure,  though  very  necefiary,  might: 
have  been  liable  to  fome  Mifconftruftion  from  Pofterity* 
if  by  Accident  we  w7ere  not  furnifhed  with  a  true  Key 

E  e  ?.  to 

-  — -  :  ■  - - - - -  .  -  _  . 

h  Echard,  Burnet,  Hiftory  of  the  Dutch  War.  K  This  Let¬ 
ter  makes  a  fingle  folio  Leaf,  and  is  dated  at  one  o' Clock  it? 
the  Afternoon,  on  the  29th  of  May,  1673. 
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to  it;  which  was  this.  The  Prince  had  often  com¬ 
plained  before,  and  the  Officers  of  the  Navy  had  con- 
ftant'y  perfuaded  the  King,  that  there  were  no  Grounds 
for  his  Complaints;  which  put  his  Highnefs  under  the 
Neceffity  of  taking  this  Step,  that  the  Thing  might  be 
put  out  of  Difpute,  and  the  Fleet  out  of  Wants.  As 
this  (hewed  his  Spirit,  (for  he  brought  the  King  himfelf 
to  look  upon  the  Ships)  fo  he  gave  afterwards  as  ftrong 
a  Proof  of  his  Judgment,  by  carrying  the  whole  Fleet 
through  The  Narrow  on  the  19th  of  July,  and  ap¬ 
pearing  on  the  Dutch  Coaft  almoft  as  loon  as  they  had 
received  certain  Intelligence  of  his  returning  to  his  own  k. 
On  the  1  Ith '  of  Auguji  he  fought  the  laft  Battel  that 
was  ever  fought  with  this  Enemy ;  of  which  we  have 
already  given  fo  full  an  Account,  that,  in  Refpedt  to 
the  Faft,  we  can  add  nothing  here.  On  his  Return 
from  his  Command,  the  King  expreffed  fome  Coolnefs, 
which  was  owing  not  more  to  the  Arts  of  his  High- 
nefs’s  Enemies,  than  to  the  Quicknefs  of  his  Letter, 
in  Relation  to  the  laft  Fight,  and  the  Behaviour  of  the 


French  1 ;  but  the  King’s  Difpleafure  quickly  wore  out, 

as  the  Intereft  of  The  Cabal  began  to  decline.  After 

this  the  Prince  led  a  quiet  and,  (in  a  great  Meafure)  a 

retired  Life,  moftly  at  Wtndfor-Cajlle ,  of  which  he  was 

Governor, 


,4? 


k  The  Office  of  the  Ordnance  vindicated  themfelves  not- 

withftandine  the  King’s  View:  but  Whoever  (hall  confider  that 

Vindication^attentively ,  will  perceive  that  ,t  is  extremely  art  - 

ficiaj  and  calculated  rather  to  lereen  themfelves,  than  to  cfe 

up  the  Truth  of  the  Faft.  1  The  Reader  may  g«fs  at 

Particulars  of  this  Letter,  from  the  following  Paragraph  ofThe 

exaa  Relation,  Sec.  in  wh.ch  they  are  fummed  up  almoft  ■„ 

his  own  Words.  “  In  the  Midft  of  fo  many  Intrigues  o  Op 

pofition  here  at  Home,  fo  many  Delays,  of  his  v,omm.tTion, 

“  fo  few  Powers  contained  in  it,  luch  fcanty  un  ^  ^ 

>  racui 
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Governor,  and  fpent  a  great  Part  of  his  Time  in  the 
Profecution  of  Chymical  and  Philofophical  Experiments, 
as  well  as  the  Pradtice  of  Mechanic  Arts,  for  which  he 
"was  very  famous.  He  is  mentioned  by  foreign  Authors 
with  Applatife  for  his  Skill  in  Painting,  and  celebrated  by 

one  of  the  moil  judicious  of  our  own  for  his  Invention  of 

/ 

Mezzo-Tinto  Prints,  fince  rifen  from  their  Softnefs  and 
Beauty  into  fo  high  Efteem* *.  He  likewiie  delighted  in- 
making  Locks  for  Fire-Arms,  and  was  the  Inventor  of  a 
Compofition  called  Prince’s  Metal.  As  to  his  public 
Character  in  the  laft  ten  Years  of  his  Life,  it  was  that  of 
a  Patriot,  which  was  owing  to  the  innate  Honefty  of 
his  Temper,  and  not  to  his  having  any  Liking  to  In- 
trigues.  In  Refpedt  to  his  private  Life  he  was  fo  juft, 
fo  beneficent,  fo  courteous,  that  his  Memory  remained 
dear  to  all  that  knew  him.  This  I  fay  of  my  own 
Knowledge,  having  often  heard  old  People  in  Berkjbire 

E  e  3  fpeak 


44  men,  fo  little  Afllirance  of  divers  chief  Commanders,  fuch 
44  Failure  of  Provifions,  fuch  Want  of  Ammunition  and  all 
44  other  Neceffaries,  fuch  Deceit  of  Navy -Officers,  fuch  Non- 
44  obfervance  of  Orders  at  Sea  amongh  his  own  Englifh,  and 
44  fo  manifefi:  Defections  of  the  French  ;  not  to  be  ftaggered  in 
44  his  Refolution,  nor  to  be  put  out  of  all  Patience  and  Pru- 
44  dence  in  Adion,  nor  to  abate  of  his  Affedion  and  Zeal 
*4  for  the  Honour  and  Service  of  his  Majefty,  the  Safeguard 
44  and  Intereft  of  Religion  and  the  Kingdom,  in  a  Seafon 
•4  when  fo  many  Popifh  Projedors  played  a  Game  under  board, 
44  and  above  top;  will  be  an  everlaiting  Argument  of  his  High- 
44  nefs’s  Valour  and  Renown,  and  mult  needs  be  a  ftrong  Ob- 
44  ligation  upon  the  King,  the  Parliament  and  People  of  Eng- 

*4  land,  who  are  now  left  to  judge,  whether  it  was  not  a 
44  wonderful  good  Providence  of  God,  and  one  of  the  moft 
44  memorable  Pieces  of  Service  ever  done  at  Sea,  to  furmount 
44  all  thofe  Difficulties,  and  even  Envy  itfelf  ;  and  after  all,  to 
44  bring  home  the  Fleet-Royal  of  England,  without  the  Lofs 
44  of  one  Man  of  War,  to  her  own  Shore  in  Safety,  in  De- 
44  fpight  of  all  Enemies  that  defigned  otherwife  by  Sea  and 
44  Land.’*  *  Cabinet  des  Singularitez  d’ Architecture, 
Tom.  i.  p.  1  77.  Evelyn’s  Cajcography, 
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fpeak  in  Raptures  of  Prince  Robert.  He  died  at  bis 
Houfe  in  Spring-Gardens,  on  the  29th  of  November  1682, 
in  his  grand  Climadteric  leaving  behind  him  a  Daughter 
by  Mrs.  Margaret  Hughes ,  who  afterwards  married  Ge¬ 
neral  Haive ,  and  has  not  been  long  dead 
SiR  John  Lawfon  has  been  fo  often  mentioned  in 
this  Work,  that  I  find  myfelf  obliged  to  give  the  bed 
Account  of  him  I  can ;  though  I  muft  own  it  to  be. 
very  flender,  in  Spight  of  all  the  Pains  I  could  take  to 
obtain  better  Memoirs,  He  was  the  Son  of  a  Per- 
fon  in  low  Circumftances  at  Hull ,  and  was  bred  to 
the  Sea,  either  on  Account  of  his  taking  a  Liking  to  it, 
or  that  it  bell  luited  his  Father’s  Situation,  who,  per¬ 
haps,  knew  not  otherwife  how  to  provide  for  him.  In 
Procefs  of  Time  he  obtained  a  Ship  by  his  Merit,  and 
ferving  in  the  Fleet  under  the  Parliament,  was  made 
a  Captain  for  his  extraordinary  Defert  n.  He  ferved  with 
great  Fidelity  again#  all  their  Enemies  fo  long  as  the 
Parliament  retained  their  Power,  and  towards  the  End 
of  the  War  carried  a  Flag,  together  with  Penn,  under 
Monk .  In  1653,  he  commanded  a  Fleet  of  44  Sail, 
which  were  fent  over  to  the  Coaft  of  Holland ,  and  by 
taking  a  fcarce  credible  number  of  Prizes,  had  a  great 
Influence  in  making  the  Peace  °.  On  the  Change  of 
the  Government,  and  Cromwell! s  afiuming  the  fupreme 
Power  to  himfelf,  he  was  continued  in  his  Command, 
and  treated  with  Refpedt;  but  it  feems,  his  Principles 
did  not  incline  him  to  a£t  fo  fleadily  under  the  new  Go- 

i 

vernmen? 


171  Echard’s  Hiftory  of  England,  p.  1023.  n  See  "Whit¬ 
lock’s  Memorials,  p.  471.  563,  564.  0  See  Ludlow’s  IVIe- 

mpirs,  p.  466.  Whitlock’s  Memorials*  p.  591,  596*  6 o$u 
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vernment  as  he  did  under  the  old  *>.  As  to  Church-Af¬ 
fairs,  he  was  an  Anabapdlt;  and  in  Refpedt  to  Civil 
Government,  he  was  a  Republican.  In  all  Probability 
he  received  thefe  Tindtures  early,  and  like  many  other 
People,  thought  purfuing  his  own  Prejudices  to  be  per- 
fevering  in  a  good  Caufe.  He  was  certainly  very  ho* 
neft  in  his  Condud!  during  the  Civil  War,  adting  alto¬ 
gether  upon  Principle,  which  led  him  to  diilike  the  Pro- 
tedtor’s  Government,  though  not  to  refill:  it;  for  he 
thought  that  a  Man  might  lawfully  ferve  his  Country 
under  any  Authority :  and  indeed  this  was  Blake  s  No¬ 
tion,  and  that  of  molt  of  the  Sea  Officers  of  thofe 
Times. 

It  is  very  certain,  that  the  Protestor  Oliver  had  ear- 
!y  Intelligence  of  Lawfon’ s  Difaffedtion.  Colonel  Over- 
tofty  who  had  plotted  again!!  Monk  in  Scotland^  had  in 
jfome  of  his  Conferences  with  his  Friends  mentioned 
Vice-Admiral  Lawfon ,  as  a  Perfon  they  might  be  fure  of; 
yet  for  all  this  he  was  employed,  and  entrufled  to  com¬ 
mand  a  Fleet  for  the  Channel-Service  in  1655  1.  But 
the  Spani/k  War  had  the  fame  Effed!  upon  him,  that  it 
had  upon  many  other  Officers;  he  looked  upon  it  as  a 
flagrant  Ad!  of  Injuftice  and  Tyranny,  and  began  from 
that  Moment  to  cabal  again!!  the  Protector.  True  it  is, 
that  Cromwell  had  no  juft  Motive  for  attacking  Spain : 
but  the  grand  Reafon  why  the  Republicans  refented  this 

E  e  4  fo 


s>  This  appears  from  feveral  Informations  given  again!!  him 
to  Thurloe,  of  which  Notice  will  be  afterwards  taken,  a  This 
Information  to  Monk  is  in  Thurloe’s  State  Papers,  vol.  iii.  p. 
18c.  where  Prefident  Bradfhaw,  Sir  Arthur  Hallerig,  Colonel 
Pride,  Colonel  Gobbet,  Colonel  AMeld,  and  other  Officers  are 
named  therein. 
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fo  warmly  was,  becaufe  the  Crown  of  Spain  had  made 
greater  Advances  to  the  Parliament  than  any  other 
foreign  Power  r.  There  were  at  the  fame  Time  a  very 
formidable  Body  of  Men,  who  confpired  againft  Crom-> 
well  on  Enthufiaftic  Principles,  and  were  ftiled  Fifth 
Monarchy-Men.  With  thefe,  Lawfon ,  Qkey,  Rich ,  and 
ocher  Officers  tnought  fit  to  join  ;  becaufe  they  agreed 
with  them  in  the  Adain,  and  were  for  pulling  down  the 
prefen t  1  yranny.  Secretary  Tburloe ,  however,  had  fuch 
clear  Information  of  all  their  Proceedings,  that  they  were 
able  to  effedl  nothing.  On  the  contrary,  April  the 
10th,  1657,  Major-General  Harrifon^  Admiral  Lawfon^ 
and  feveral  others  were  committed 5  which  put  an  End 
to  their  Intrigues  K 

When  he  recovered  his  Liberty,  he  thought  fit  to 
retire,  and  very  probably  did  not  imagine  he  fhnuld  be 
employed  again;  but  upon  the  firft  News  of  the  Re¬ 
turn  of  Admiral  Mountague  with  his  Fleet  from  the  Rah 
lick ,  the  Parliament  refolved  to  have  it  put  into  the 
Hands  of  one  in  whom  they  could  confide  ;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  fept  for  Mr.  Lawfon ,  declared  him  Vice-Admiral, 

gave 


r  The  Reader  may  find  this  Matter  largely  and  clearly  ex¬ 
plained  in  a  Treatife  entitled.  The  World  miftaken  in  Crom¬ 
well,  which  is  re-printed  in  theffirft  Volume  of  State-Trads  in 
the  Rei-n  of  Charles  II.  s  Amongft  Thurloe’s  State  Pa¬ 
yers,  vol  vi.  p.  184.  there  is  a  very  large  Difcourfe  on  this 
Matter,  wffich  feems  to  have  been  a  Report  made  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.  This  is  wrong  referred  to  in  the  Index,  where 
Vice-Admiral  Lawfon  is  faid  to  be  one  of  the  Fifth  Monarchy- 
Aden  ;  whereas  from  that  very  Paper  it  appears,  that  he  was 
one  of  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  difeontented  Officers  in 
the  Army  to  confer  with  thefe  Fifth  Monarchy-Men;  amongft 
whom  was  Venner,  who  afterwards  piacje  a  defperate  Attempi 
againft  lung  Charles  IL 
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gave -trim  the  Command  of  a  few  Frigates,  and  order¬ 
ed  him  to  take  the  Charge  of  the  whole  Fleet  on  its 
Arrival  h  In  his  Privacy,  he  had  converfed  with  fome 
nnderflanding  Cavaliers,  and  came  to  have  a  true  Notion 
of  the  Folly  of  fhifting  from  one  Form  of  Government 
to  another,  and  the  great  Crime  of  fubverting  the  Con-* 
ftitution  of  one’s  Country,  to  which  an  abfolute  Obe¬ 
dience  is  due.  As  foon,  therefore,  as  he  heard  of  Ge¬ 
neral  Monk's  March  into  England ,  he  refolved  to  co-ope¬ 
rate  with  him  ;  and  knowing  that  nothing  could  be  done, 
but  by  the  Medium  of  a  Parliament,  he  got  the  Fleet 
to  declare  roundly  upon  that  Head  ;  for  which  he  receiv¬ 
ed  their  folemn  Thanks u.  When  Monk  came  to  London , 
and  many  People  doubted  what  Courfe  he  would  take. 
Admiral  Lawfon  faid  to  General  Ludlow ,  That  fine e  the 
Levite  and  the  Prieft  had  paffedby  without  helping  themy 
he  hoped  they  had  had  found  a  Samaritan  who  would 
This  Ludlow  underflood  in  his  own  Senfe  5  but  it  was  cer¬ 
tainly  meant  in  another.  He  himfelf  underflood  this  after¬ 
wards  ;  for  he  tells  us,  that  when  Mr.  William  Prynne, 
out  of  his  great  Loyalty  to  the  Houfe  of  Stuart ,  had  given 
the  Clerk,  without  Order  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  a 
Claufe  for  excepting  out  of  the  Bill  of  Indemnity,  fuch  as 
had  taken  the  Oath  for  abjuring  that  Family,  in  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  State  ;  he  was  feverely  reprimanded  by  Dodlor  Clar- 
gcsy  Brother  to  General  Monky  becaufe  he  forelaw  that 
this  would  affedl  Admiral  Lawfon ,  to  whom  the  General 
was  previoufiy  engaged  x.  Indeed,  as  terthe  Vice-Admi¬ 
ral, 


1  Whitlock’s  Memorials,  p.  690.  Ludlow’s  Memoirs,  p, 
666.  u  W  hitlock’s  Memorials,  p.  693.  y  Ludlow1 
j/lemoirs,  p,  821 »  x  Ibid,  vol.  iii.  p.  zy* 


'Ml 
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ra!,  he  came  very  early,  and  very  heartily  into  the  Re- 
ftauration,  fo  that  when  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  acknow¬ 
ledged  his  Services  in  this  Refpect  to  the  King  in  Holland- 
he  was  much  car  re  fled,  received  the  Honour  of  Knight¬ 
hood,  and  was  always  looked  upon  as  a  Man  fmcerely 
attached  to  the  Crown ;  which  was  confirmed  by  all  his 
fucceeding  ACtions  y. 

Immediately  after  the  Reftauration,  he  was  fen t 
as  Vice-Admiral  to  the  Earl  of  Sandwich ,  when  he  wen* 
to  fetch  Queen  Catherine  from  . Portugal ,  and  was’ after¬ 
wards  employed  in  the  Mediterranean  againfl  the  Alge* 
vines ,  to  whom  he  did  confiderable  Damage,  and  fo 
effectually  blocked  up  their  Port,  that  they  were  not  able 
to  fend  any  of  their  Cruizers  abroad.  More  he  might> 
and  certainly  wTould,  have  done,  if  he  had  not  been  dif- 
appointed  in  his  Expectation  from  de  Ruyter ;  who,  with 
his  Dutch  Squadron,  was  fent  on  the  fame  Errand  \ 
Thefe  Admirals  differed  about  a  Salute,  which  de  Ruyter 
paid  Lawfony  and  Lawfon  refufed  to  return,  as  being 
bound  up  by  his  Inftructions  :  after  this,  there  was 
no  Harmony  between  them ;  the  Dutch  Admiral  took 
the  firft  Opportunity  of  quitting  this  Service,  and  fiip- 
ping  away  to  Guinea ,  which  was  highly  refented  by 
King  Charles ,  and  alledged  as  one  of  the  Caufes  of  the 
Dutch  War.  That  we  may  not  fuppofe  Sir  John  Lavj - 
Jon's  refuting  to  falute  de  Ruyter ,  proceeded  either  from 
Pride  in  him,  or  from  a  captious  Difpofition  in  thofe 
\vho  drew  his  InftruCfions,  it  will  be  proper  to  fet  this 

Matter 


y  See  Clarendon,  Kennet,  Echard,  Burchet,  Columna  Rof- 
trata;  and  particularly  Sir  Philip  Warwick  in  his  Memoirs, 
p.  415.  z  Philips’s  Continuation  of  Heath’s  Chronicle* 
p.526,52.3. 
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Matter  in  a  true  Light.  The  Dutch,  to  prevent  their 
faluting  Englt/b  Ships  in  their  own  Seas  from  pafling  for 
an  Acknowledgment  of  their  Sovereignty  in  thofe  Seas, 
affeded  to  pay  them  that  Refpedl  wherever  they  met 
with  them,  that  fo  it  might  appear  to  be  a  Compliment 
to  an  Ally,  and  not  a  Submiffion  to  a  Superior.  The 
Court  of  England  very  well  underftood  this,  and  there¬ 
fore  at  his  Departure  from  the  Earl  of  Sandwich's  Fleet, 
Sir  John  had  Orders  not  to  ftrike  to  the  Ships  of  any 
Prince  or  State  whatever.  Soon  after  this  Accident,, 
he  had  Orders  fent  him  to  return  home,  and  to  leave 
the  Command  of  his  Squadron  to  Captain  (afterwards 
Sir  Thomas)  Men, ,  who  was  to  finifli  the  War  he  had  be¬ 
gun  againft  the  Algerines a. 

O  n  his  Arrival  in  England ,  he  found  the  Dutch 
War  broke  out,  and  that  the  King  had  fent  for  him  in 
order  to  ferve  under  his  Brother,  as  Rear-Admiral  of  the 
Red .  Sir  John  was  very  grateful  for  this  Honour ;  but 
at  the  fame  Time  told  his  Majefty,  that  he  could  (hew 
him  a  more  compendious  Way  of  bringing  the  Dutch  to 
Reafon,  than  by  fitting  out  great  Fleets.  He  obferved 
that,  in  the  laft  Dutch  War,  they  were  more  diftrefied 
by  the  Captures  he  made  after  the  laft  great  Battel,  than 
they  had  been  by  all  the  Operations  of  the  War ;  and 
he  added  further,  that  the  Reafon  of  this  was  not  hard 
to  find,  viz.  That  they  were  able,  as  a  State,  to  fit  out 
great  Fleets  in  lefs  Time,  and  at  much  lefs  Expence, 
than  it  was  poffible  for  his  Majefty  to  do  ;  and  their  Sub¬ 
jects  willingly  contributed  to  this,  becaufe  they  faw  the 

Neceffity, 


a  Bafnage  Annales  des  Provinces  Unies,  vol.  i.  p.  712, 
Philips’s  Chronicle,  p.  528. 
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Neceffity,  and  were  fenfible  of  the  good  Effects  of  it. 
But  if  Numbers  of  their  Merchant-Ships  were  taken,  if 
their  Commerce  was  rendered  precarious,  and  many  of 
their  Traders  became  Beggars ;  for  this  they  had  no 
Remedy,  and  that  therefore  this  was  their  tender  Part  in 
which  they  might  be  hurt,  and  in  which,  if  they  were 
hurt,  they  mull  make  a  Peace  on  fuch  Terms  as  his 
Majefly  fhould  think  fit  to  prefcribe.  This  Advice  was 
reje&ed  at  that  Time,  becaufe  his  Royal  Highnefs  was 
refolved  to  go  to  Sea,  and  it  was  not  thought  to  be  con- 
fiftent  with  his  Honour  to  Hand  on  the  Defenfive,  and 
avoid  fighting  the  Dutch  Fleet.  But  after  Sir  John  Law - 
fin  was  dead,  and  the  Expence  of  the  War  made  it 
burthenfome  to  the  King,  he  began  to  reflect  on  the 
Council  he  had  given  him,  and  refolved  to  purfue  it. 
But  wanting  proper  Directions  in  the  Execution  of  this 
Scheme,  and,  to  fpeak  the  Truth  plainly,  having  many 
difhonelt  Servants,  who  pretended  to  have  their  Ships 
well  manned,  when  they  had  fcarce  Sailors  enough  to 
manage  them  b  ;  (for  fo  the  Thing  appeared  on  a  Parlia¬ 
mentary  Enquiry)  this  Defign,  as  we  have  feen  elfe- 
where,  mifcarried  ;  and  yet  this  Mifcarriage  remains  a 
Stain  on  the  Memory  of  Sir  JohnLawfon ,  in  the  Judg¬ 
ment  of  fome  Writers0.  But  to  return  from  thefe  Re¬ 
flections  to  our  Hiftory. 

On  the  21ft  of  April  *  1655,  the  Duke  of  York  failed 
with  a  grand  Fleet  to  the  Coaft  of  Holland ,  himfelf  car¬ 
rying 

»  11  >■  . . —  . ■  V  api  in  .■'■■"■■■w  ■  11  1  ■  ihii  — 

b  See  the  Hiftory  and  Proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
printed  for  Chandler,  in  which  there  is  a  Refolution  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  that  notwithfhnding  his  Majefly  had 
18,000  Men  in  pay,  in  difperfed  Ships,  in  1687,  there  was  not 
a  fufiicient  Number  of  Ships  left  to  fecure  the  Rivers  Medway 
and  Thames,  c  See  Skinner’s  Life  of  Monk,  p.  3-67. 
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rying  the  Red  Flag,  Prince  Rupert  the  White ,  and  the 
Earl  of  Sandwich  the  Blue.  His  Royal  Highnefs’s  Vice 
and  Rear  Admirals  were  Penn  and  Lawfon ,  who  both 
performed  all  that  could  be  expe&ed  from  them.  1  o- 
wards  the  latter  End  of  the  Engagement,  which  hap¬ 
pened  off  Leoftof,  on  the  memorable  third  of  June ,  that 
Day  twelve  Years,  in  which  they  had  been  beat  by  Monk ; 
Lawfon ,  after  he  had  exceeded  all  that  he  had  done  be¬ 
fore,  was,  by  a  Mufket-Shot  in  his  Knee,  difabled  from 
enjoying  that  Viftory  which  he  had  laboured  fo  hard  to 
gain.  He  did  not,  however,  die,  till  fome  Days  after, 
when  he  had  the  Satisfaction  of  knowing,  that  his  Coun¬ 
try  triumphed,  and  that,  as  he  had  lived,  fo  he  died, 
with  Glory.  This  was  the  End  of  Sir  John  Lawfon ,  a 
Man  who  owed  all  Things  to  his  Merit,  and  who,  after 
doing  fo  many  and  great  Services  to  this  Nation,  wants, 
for  ought  that  I  can  learn,  a  Tomb.  The  Particulars  I 
have  given  the  Reader,  are  collected  from  various  Writ¬ 
ers,  who  all  agree  in  this,  that  he  was  an  able,  upright, 
honeft  Man d.  Sir  Philip  Warwick  fays,  that  he  was 
highly  loyal e,  and  another  eminent  Author,  that  he  wTas 
the  molt  experienced  Seamen  of  the  Age  in  which  he 
lived,  excepting  only  one  of  whom  we  fhall  prefently 
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Sir  John  Kempt  home  was  defended  of  a  good  Fa. 
roily  in  Devon/hire ,  and  was  born  in  the  Parifh  of 
Widfcombe ,  in  that  County,  in  the  Year  1620.  His  Fa¬ 
ther  being  a  Royalitt,  and  in  low  Circum fiances,  was 
glad  of  an  Opportunity  of  binding  him  Apprentice  to 
the  Captain  of  a  Trading  Veflel,  belonging  to  Topjham, 
with  whom  he  lived  very  happily  for  fome  Years,  and 
being  a  young  Man  of  good  natural  Abilities,  he  attain¬ 
ed  an  extraordinary  Degree  of  Knowledge,  in  his  Pro- 
feffion,  by  which,  and  by  the  Favour  of  his  Matter,  he 
grew  into  great  Credit  with  the  mott  eminent  Traders 
in  Exeter ,  in  whofe  Service  he  made  various  Voy¬ 
ages  into  the  Mediterranean ,  with  great  Profit  to  them, 
and  no  fmall  Reputation  to  himfelf  s.  In  the  Beginning 
of  our  Wars  with  Spain,  he  diftinguiflied  himfelf,  by  a 
very  extraordinary  Adlion.  He  was  attacked  by  a  large 
Spani/h  Man  of  War,  commanded  by  a  Knight  of 
Malta  ;  and  though  the  Odds  was  very  great,  yet  Cap¬ 
tain  Kempthorne  defended  himfelf  gallantly,  till  all  his 
Ammunition  was  fpent ;  and  then  remembring  that  he 
had  feveral  large  Bags  of  Pieces  of  Eight  on  board,  he 
thought  they  might  better  ferve  to  annoy,  than  enrich 
the  Enemy  ;  and  therefore  ordered  his  Men  to  load  their 
Guns  with  Silver,  which  did  fuch  Execution  on  the 
'  Spaniards  Rigging,  that  if  his  own  Ship  had  not  been 
difabled  by  an  unlucky  Shot,  he  had  in  all  Probability  got 
clear.  At  laft,  however,  over- powered  by  Numbers,  he 
was  boarded,  taken,  and  carried  into  Malaga, 

The  Knight  to  whom  he  was  Prifoner,  treated  him 
with  the  utmott  Kindnefs  and  Civilitv,  carried  him  Home 

to 
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to  his  Houfe,  gave  him  the  free  Ufe  of  it,  fpoke  of 
him  with  much  Refpedf,  commended  his  Valour  to  every 
Body,  and  declared,  that  he  never  knew  a  Man  who 
deferved  higher  Preferment ;  and  after  a  fiiort  Stay  in  this 
Manner,  which  I  can  fcarce  call  a  Confinement,  he  fent 
him  fafely  home  to  England .  It  is  a  great  Misfortune, 
that  one  is  obliged  to  relate  fuch  a  Paflage  as  this,  with¬ 
out  the  proper  Circumftances  of  Names  and  Dates ;  but 
when  thefe  have  been  flighted  by  fuch  as  at  iirfl:  com¬ 
mitted  the  Fadl  to  writing,  they  are  not  afterwards  eafily 
recovered.  However,  there  can  be  no  Doubt  made  as  to 
the  Truth  of  the  Relation,  fince  on  the  Credit  of  this 
Adtion,  Captain  Kemptborne  laid  the  Foundation  of  his 
fubfequent  Fortunes.  Having  premifed  this,  we  may 
proceed  to  the  fecond  Part  of  this  Adventure.  Some 
Years  after,  the  Knight  of  Malta  was  taken  in  The 
Streights,  by  Commodore  Veny  and  brought  Prifoner  in¬ 
to  England ,  where  he  was  committed  to  the  Tower. 
This  afforded  the  Captain  an  Opportunity  of  returning 
af‘  the  Civilities  he  had  received,  and  of  procuring  his 
Liberty,  which  he  did,  at  his  own  Expence,  and  fur- 
nifhed  him  v/ith  every  Thing  neceflary  to  return  to 
Spain  :  An  Adtion  generous  and  grateful  in  itfelf,  and 
w7hich  could  not  fail  of  doing  Captain  Kemptborne  Ho¬ 
nour11. 

After  the  Reftauration,  Captain  Kemptborne  had 
forne  Merit  to  plead ;  his  Father  having  quitted  the  Pro- 
felfion  of  the  Law,  to  ferve  as  a  Lieutenant  of  Horfe 
in  the  King’s  Army,  which  proved  his  Ruin.  Whether 
this,  or  any  perfonal  Interefl  which  his  Son  might  have, 
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brought  him  into  the  Navy,  it  is  not  eafy  to  fay;  but  focif 
after  the  King’s  Return,  he  was  provided  with  a  Ship, 
viz .  The  Mary  Rofe ,  a  third  Rate,  carrying  48  Guns, 
and  230  Men.  In  this  Ship  he  went  as  Convoy  to  a 
confiderable  Fleet  of  Merchant-men  into  the  S  freights, 
and  in  the  Month  of  December ,  1669,  met  with  a 
Squadron  of  feven  Algerine  Men  of  War  ;  and  yet  by 
his  Prudence  and  Courage,  he  preferved  all  the  Veffels 
under  his  Care*  and  obliged  the  Enemy  to  fheer  off, 
after  leaving  behind  them  feveral  of  their  Men,  who  had 
boarded  The  Mary  Rofe ,  and  were  brought  by  Captain 
Kempthorne  into  England  K  This  gallant  ACtion,  jultly 
entitled  him  to  a  Flag  ;  and  yet  it  was  fome  Years  after¬ 
wards  out-done,  with  great  Satisfaction  to  the  Captain. 
For  his  Son,  a  young  Gentleman  of  three  and  twenty,  in 
The  Kings  Fifier^  a  Frigate  of  46  Guns,  and  220  Men, 
engaged  7  Algerines ,  3  of  which  carried  as  many  Guns 

■f 

as  the  whole  Squadron  that  his  Father  had  to  deal  with  ; 
and  after  many  Hours  fight,  in  which  he  was  leveral 
Times  boarded,  made  them  weary  of  their  Undertaking, 
and  carried  the  King’s  Ship  fafe  into  a  Spanifo  Port, 
where  himfelf  died  of  his  Wounds  k. 

He  was  in  both  the  Dutch  Wars,  and  behaved  fo 
well,  that  upon  the  Duke  of  Albemarle's  taking  the 
Command  of  the  Fleet  in  1666,  he  carried  one  of  the 
Flags,  and  in  the  fucceeding  War  he  ferved  as  Rear- 
Admiral,  and  had  the  Honour  of  Knighthood  K  He 
fpent  the  latter  Part  of  his  Life  in  a  Poft  both  of  Profit 

and  Reputation,  viz.  Commifiioner  of  his  Majefly’s 

Navy 
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Navy  at  Portfmouth:  and  yet  it  is  faid,  that  he  was  dif- 
gufted  (as  is  frequently  the  Cafe)  at  his  being  thus  laid 
afide,  and  precluded,  as  he  underftood  it*  from  any  far¬ 
ther  Promotion  in  the  Navy.  We  have  no  Account 
of  the  Motives  which  might  induce  the  Court  to  flight 
a  Man  of  Sir  John  Kempthorne' s  Merit;  only  we  are 
told,  that  he  was  a  very  zealous  Proteftant,  and  having 
been  chiefly  raifed  by  the  Favour  of  Prince  Rupert ,  it 
is  probable  his  Intereft  declined  with  that  of  his  Highnefs. 
However  it  was,  it  has  been  tranfmitted  to  Pofterity* 
that  his  fharp  Senfe  of  his  Difappointments  fhortened  his 
Days:  and  thus  a  Man  who  had  with  fuch  Courage 
ventured  his  Life  for  the  Honour  of  the  Crown,  and 
had  done  fuch  fignal  Service  to  the  Nation*  was  facri- 
ficed  to  fome  pitiful  Court-Intrigue,  and  left  to  wear 
away  his  Life  in  a  little  Employment,  which  would 
have  been  efteemed  a  high  Promotion  by  a  Perfon  of 
another  Temper,  and  who  had  lefs  Pafllon  for  Glory 
than  this  worthy  Gentleman,  Who  ended  his  Days  on 
the  19th  of  Q Holer  1679,  when  he  wanted  a  Year  of 
Threefcore.  His  Body  lies  interred  on  the  North  Side 
Of  the  Altar  in  the  great  Church  at  Portfmouth ,  and  1 
have  heard  that  fome  of  his  Poflerity  are  yet  remaining 
in  Devonjhire  m.  This  Sir  John  Kempthorne  had  an  el¬ 
der  Brother,  Captain  Simon  Kempthorne ,  who  alfo  dif- 
tinguifhed  himfelf  at  Sea,  but  of  whofe  Adlions  I  can 
fay  nothing  particular  :  I  fhall  therefore  content  my- 
felf  with  having  thus  endeavoured  to  preferve  his  Name. 

The  Care  taken  by  the  Dutch  to  preferve  the  Me- 
riioirs  of  fuch  as  had  eminently  ferved  the  State,  by 
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burying  them  at  the  public  Expence,  erecting  for  them 
magnificent  Tombs,  adorning  thefe  with  honourable 
Infcriptions,  fettling  Penfions  on  their  Family,  and  by 
thefe  Acfs  of  Gratitude,  obliging  all  Hiftorians  as  well 
as  putting  it  into  their  Power  to  relate  whatever  con¬ 
cerns  fuch  Perfons  carefully  and  dillintftly,  can  never  be 
enough  commended.  It  is  indeed  one  of  the  greateft 
Inftances  of  the  Wifdom  of  their  Government,  fmce  it 
fupports  and  encourages  public  Spirit,  maintains  the 
Power,  and  fecures  the  Reputation  of  the  Republic, 
which  are  Things  of  the  higheft  Confequence  to  Socie¬ 
ty,  and  the  Source  of  that  Liberty  and  Happinefs  by 
which  they  are  fo  glorioufly  diftinguifhed  from  their 
Neighbours.  Happy  had  it  been  for  us,  if  a  like  Spirit 
had  prevailed  here !  I  fnould  not  then  have  been  obliged 
to  apologize  fo  often  for  Omiflions,  which  I  find  it  im- 
poffible  to  fupply;  nor  would  there  have  been  Occafion 
for  this  Remark  to  excufe  the  Shortnefs  of  thofe  Ac¬ 
counts  which  I  am  yet  to  give  of  fome  of  the  greatelt 
Seamen  who  lived  in  this  Reign,  and  who  by  their 
gallant  Behaviour,  juftly  merit  the  Praife  of  fucceeding 
Times. 

Sir  George  Ay  [cue,  as  an  old  Officer  in  the  Navy, 
was  treated  very  refpedtfully  by  the  Parliament,  which  • 
bound  him  effectually  to  their  Service;  fo  that  when  the 
Fleet  revolted  to  Prince  Rupert  in  1648,  Sir  George , 
who  commanded  The  Lion ,  brought  her  into  the  River 
of  Thames ,  and  declared  for  the  Parliament;  which  was 
in  itfelf  a  very  important  Service,  and  was  acknowledg¬ 
ed  to  be  fuch  at  that  Time  n.  Upon  this  Teflimony 
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©f  his  Fidelity,  the  Parliament  gave  him  a  Command 
In  thofe  Ships  which  were  fent  over  to  the  Coaft  of 
Holland ,  to  obferve  the  Motions  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  °. 
In  March  1649,  he  was  conftituted  Admiral  of  the 
Irijh  Seas,  and  in  that  Office  did  great  Service  to  the 
Proteftant  Intereft*  furnifhed  Dublin  with  Provifions* 
and  contributed  greatly  to  the  Reduction  of  the  whole 
Ifland;  which  induced  the  Parliament,  as  a  Mark  of 
their  Favour,  to  make  an  immediate  Provifion  for  his 
Arrears*  and  continue  him  for  another  Year  in  his 
Command  p. 


Wh  en  the  War  began  to  decline  in  Ireland ,  and 
the  Parliament  had  Leifure  to  think  of  reducing  Places 
at  a  greater  Diftance,  Sir  George  Ayfcue  had  Orders  to 
fail  with  a  fmall  Squadron  to  reduce  the  Ifland  of  B,-r- 
badoes-,  but  before  he  was  in  any  Readinefs  to  fail,  his 
Orders  were  countermanded.  The  Reafon  of  this  was, 
the  Parliament  had  received  Information,  that  the 
Dutch  were  treating  with  Sir  John  Greenville ,  in  order 
to  have  the  Hies  of  Sally  put  into  their  Hands  5  and 
therefore  it  was  thought  neceflary  to  reduce  this  Ifland 
firft.  Blake  and  Ayfcue  were  employed  in  this  Expedition, 
In  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1651,  and  performed  it  with 
Honour  and  Succefs.  They  had  but  a  fmall  Body  of 
Troops  on  board,  and  Sir  John  Greenville  had  a  con- 
flderable  Force  in  the  Ifland  of  St.  Mary ,  commanded 
by  fome  of  the  bell  Officers  in  the  late  King’s  Army  5  fo 
that  if  thefe  had  been  decided  by  the  Sword,  the  Dif- 
pute  mud  have  been  both  bloody  and  doubtful.  Sir 
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’John  eafily  perceived  that  this  mull  end  fatally,  in  Re- 
fpedl  to  him,  and  the  Remains  of  the  King’s  Forces 
under  his  Command  ;  and  therefore  entered  into  a 
Treaty  with  General  Blah  and  Admiral  Ayfcue,  who 
ufed  him  very  honourably,  and  gave  him  fair  Conditi¬ 
ons:  after  which  Blake  returned  to  England ,  and  Ay- 
fcue  prepared  for  his  Voyage  to  Barbadoes q.  The  Par¬ 
liament  when  they  firft  heard  of  the  Reduction  of  Sally, 
were  extremely  well  pleafed,  as  indeed  they  had  Reafon, 
fmce  Privateers  from  thence  did  fo  much  Mifchief,  that 
fcarce  any  Trade  could  be  carried  on  with  tolerable  Se¬ 
curity.  But  when  the  Conditions  were  known,  fome 
great  Men  changed  their  Opinions,  and  gave  Blake  to 
underftand,  that  he  and  his  Colleague  had  been  too  for¬ 
ward,  lo  that  it  was  doubtful  whether  the  Parliament 
would  ratify  this  Agreement.  Blah  faid,  that  if  they 
had  given  Sir  John  Greenville  good  Conditions,  they 
had  done  it  with  good  Reafon  ;  that  in  the  firft  Place  it 
laved  the  EfFufion  of  Engli/h  Blood  j  and  next,  that 
there  was  a  ftrong  Scjuadron  of  Dutch  Ships  at  no  great 
Diftance,  the  Commander  of  which  had  offered  Sir 
John  100,000  /.  to  put  thefe  Iflands  into  his  Hands  j 
that  if  the  Parliament  did  not  approve  of  his  Conduit, 
he  Ihould  be  forry  for  it,  and  would  take  Care  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  Miftake  of  that  fort  for  the  future,  by  laying 
down  his  Commiffion,  as  he  was  confident  Sir  George 
Ayfcue  would  likewife  do  r.  Upon  this  there  was  no 

more  faid  of  the  Articles,  which  were  honourably  com- 
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plied  with,  and  Sir  George  received  Orders  to  fail  im¬ 
mediately  to  the  Weft-Indies-,  which  he  obeyed. 

He  arrived  at  Barbadoes  on  the  26th  of  October  1651, 
and  became  quickly  fenfible  of  the  Difficulty  of  that 
Enterprise.  His  own  Force  was  very  inconfiderable  in 
Comparifon  of  that  of  the  Ifland  $  the  Governor  was  a 
Man  of  Quality,  good  Senfe,  and  well  beloved,  and 
had  aflembled  a  Body  of  near  5000  Men  to  oppofe  him5 . 
In  Spight  of  all  thefe  Difficulties  he  was  determined  to 
do  his  utmoft  to  reduce  the  Place,  and  how  well  he  fuc- 
ceeded,  the  Reader  may  learn  from  the  following  fuc- 
cindt  Relation  of  General  Ludlow .  u  Sir  George  open- 
ed  a  Paflage  into  the  Harbour,  by  firing  fome  great 
<c  Shot,  and  then  feized  upon  twelve  of  their  Ships 
«  without  Oppofition.  The  next  Morning  he  fent  a 
«  Summons  to  the  Lord  Willoughby  to  fubmit  to  the 
“  Authority  of  the  Parliament  of  England  but  he  not 
“  acknowledging  any  fuch  Power,  declared  his  Refo- 
«  lution  to  keep  the  Ifland  for  the  King’s  Service.  But 
«  the  News  of  the  Defeat  of  the  Scots  and  their  King 
<c  at  Wore  eft  er  being  brought  to  Sir  George  Ayfcue ,  to- 
“  gether  with  an  intercepted  Letter  from  the  Lady 
“  Willoughby ,  containing  the  fatne  Account  ;  he  fum- 
<c  moned  him  a  fecond  Time,  and  accompanied  his 
“  Summons  with  the  Lady’s  Letter,  to  aflure  him  of 
“  the  Truth  of  that  Report.  But  the  Lord  Willough - 
tc  by  relying  upon  his  Numbers,  and  the  fewnefs  of 
“  thofe  that  were  fent  to  reduce  him,  being  in  all  but 
“  fifteen  Sail,  returned  an  Anfwer  of  the  like  Subflance 
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“  with  the  former.  Whereupon  Sir  George  Jyfcue  fent 
<f  200  Men  on  Shore,  commanded  by  Captain  Morrice , 
“  to  attack  a  Quarter  of  the  Enemies  that  lay  by  the 
Harbour,  which  they  executed  fuccefsfully  by  taking 
the  Fort,  and  about  forty  Prifoners,  with  four  Pieces 
ot  Cannon,  which  they  nailed  up,  and  returned  on 
C€  board  again,. 

“  At  this  Time  the  Virginia-Fleet  arriving  at  Bar- 
badoes ,  it  was  thought  fit  to  fend  a  third  Summons  to 
“  the  Lord  Willoughby ;  but  finding  that  neither  this,  nor 
the  Declaration  fent  to  them  by  the  Commifiioners 
“  of  Parliament  to  the  fame  Purpofe,  produced  any  Ek 
cc  feCt,  Sir  George  Jyfcue  landed  700  Men  from  his  own 
“  and  the  Virginia-Fleet ,  giving  the  Command  of  them 
<c  to  the  fame  Captain  Morrice ,  who  fell  upon  1300  of 
the  Enemy Ss  Foot,  and  three  Troops  of  their  Horfe, 
and  beat  them  from  their  Works,  killing  many  of 
46  their  Men,  and  taking  about  100  Prifoners,  with  all 
their  Guns.  The  Lofies  on  our  Side  was  inconfi- 
£C  derable,  few  of  ours  being  killed  upon  the  Place,  and 
not  above  thirty  wounded.  Yet  thefe  Succefles  were 
cc  not  fufficient  to  accomplifh  the  Work,  there  being 
cc  above  5000  Horfe  and  Foot  in  the  Iiland,  and  our 
cc  Virginia- Fleet  preparing  to  depart  for  Want  of  Pro- 
vifions. 

<c  In  this  Conjunction,  Colonel  Muddiford ,  who 
commanded  a  Regiment  in  the  Ifland,  by  the  Means 
6C  of  a  Friend  that  he  had  in  our  Fleet,  made  his  Terms, 
6C  and  declared  for  the  Parliament.  Many  of  his  Friends 
£c  following  his  Example,  did  the  like,  and  in  Conjunc- 
tion  with  him,  encamped  under  the  Protection  of 
$£  our  Fleet.  Upon  this,  the  molt  Part  of  the  Ifland 
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«  Were  inclined  to  join  us  ;  but  the  Lord  Willoughby 
«  prevented  them,  by  placing  Guards  on  all  the  Ave- 
nues  to  our  Camp,  and  defigned  to  charge  our  Men 
«  with  his  Body  of  Horfe,  wherein  he  was  much  fupe- 
«  rior  to  them,  had  not  a  Cannon-Ball,  that  was  fired 
«  at  random,  beat  open  the  Door  of  a  Room  wheie 
«  he  and  his  Council  of  War  were  fitting  ;  which  ta¬ 
rt  king  off  the  Head  of  the  Centinel  who  was  placed  at 
<c  the  Door,  fo  alarmed  them  all,  that  he  changeu  his 
«  Defign,  and  retreated  to  a  Place  two  Miles  diftant 
“  from”  the- Harbour.  Our  Party  confifting  of  2000 
tt  p00t  snd  IOo  Horfe  advancing  towards  him,  he  de- 
«  fired  to  treat;  which  being  accepted,  Colonel  Mud- 
«  diford.  Colonel  Collyton,  Mr.  Sear l  and  Captain 
“  Pack,  were  appointed  Commiffioners  by  Sir  George 
«  Ayfcue-,  and  by  the  Lord  Willoughby,  Sir  Richard 
«  Pierce,  Mr.  Charles  Pyrn,  Colonel  Ellis,  and  Major 
«  Byham.  By  thefe  it  was  concluded,  that  the  Iflands 
«  of  Nevis,  Antigua,  and  St.  Chrijlopher’s,  fhould  be 
«  furrendered  to  the  Parliament  of  England:  1  hat  the 
cc  Lord  Willoughby,  Colonel  Walrond,  and  fome  others, 
«  fhould  be  reftored  to  their  Eftates;  and  that  the  Infla¬ 
te  bitants  of  the  faid  Ifles  fhould  be  maintained  in  the 
<t  quiet  Enjoyment  of  what  they  poffefled,  on  Condt- 
«  tion  to  do  nothing  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Common- 
“  wealth.  This  News  being  brought  to  Virginia,  they 
“  fubmitted  alfo,  where  one  Mr.  George  Ludlow,  a  Re- 
< c  ].it;0n  of  mine,  ferved  the  Parliament  in  the  like  man- 
tc  ner  as  Colonel  uddiford  had  done  at  the  Barbados:  \ 

Ff  4 


1  Ludlow’s  Memoirs,  &c.  vol.  i.  p-  3S7* 


Sir 
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Sir  George  Ayfcue  returned  to  Plymouth  on  the  25<h 
of  May  1652,  with  great  Reputation  u.  The  Dutch 
War  was  now  very  warm,  and  Sir  George  was  forced 
to  take  a  Share  therein,  though  his  Ships  were  extreme¬ 
ly  foul  with  fo  long  a  Voyage,  and  in  a  manner  unfit 
for  Service.  Yet  when  General  Blake  failed  to  the 
North,  he  performed  incredible  Things;  for  in  July  he 
took  five  Dutch  Merchant-Men,  and  afterwards  attack¬ 
ed  a  Fleet  of  40  Sail,  under  the  Convoy  of  four  Men 
of  War,  tookfeven,  burnt  three,  and  forced  the  reft 

on  the  French  Shore.  On  the  16th  of  rfugujl  1652* * 
the  Dutch  attempted  to  furprize  Sir  George  with  a  great 
Fleet,  who  was  juft  then  returned  from  convo  ying  a 
rich  Fleet  of  Eajl- India  Ships  into  Plymouth .  Though 
he  was  much  inferior  in  Strength,  he  fought  not- 
withftanding ;  and  at  laft,  yet  with  confiderable  Lois, 
he  forced  them  to  retire  w.  After  this  he  adled  vigo- 
roufly  againft  the  Enemy,  ancj  though  his  Services  were 
not  very  well  received  by  the  Parliament,  yet  both  the 
Seamen  and  the  People  agreed  that  he  had  adled  like  a 
Hero,  of  which  we  have  a  ftrong  Teftimony  in  Lilly’s 
Almanack,  which  was  a  kinci  pf  Oracle  in  thofe  Days  *. 

In 


u  In  Lilly's  Aftrological  Predidiions  for  1653,  we  have  this 
Account  of  what  pafled  in  the  preceeding  Year.  “  May  25,  Sir 
“  George  Ayfcue  Knight,  returned  fafe  from  theWeftern  Iflands 
“  t0  Plymouth,  to  the  great  Joy  of  the  People,  having  reduced 

*£  all  theWeftern  1  lies,  and  taken  from  the  Dutch  above  40  Sail 
of  Snips.  Whitlock’s  Memorials,  p,  534,  Heath’s  Chronicle, 
&c  v/  Whitlock’s  Memorials,  p.  539,  540,  541/  *  This 
1  alfige  occurs  in  his  Obfervations  on  Auguft  16^3,  and  runs 
thus.^  Auguft  16,  1652,  Sir  George  Ayfcue  near  Plymouth 
“  VVIth  fourteen  or  fifteen  Ships  only,  fought  threefcore  Sail  of 
Dutch  Men  of  War,  had  thirty  Shot  in  the  Hull  of  hjs 
V  ow?1  Skip-  Twenty  Merchant  (I  fiippoie  Merchant  Men 

converted 
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In  fome  fhort  Time  after  this,  the  Parliament  thought 
lit  to  confider.  Sir  George’s  Services,  and  to  vote  him  a 
Reward  of  300  Pounds  a  Year  in  Ireland ,  and  300 
Pounds  in  Money ;  but  withal,  they  thought  proper  to 
lay  him  alide,  under  Pretence  that  the  Honour  of  the 
Nation  was  fome  way  affe&ed  by  the  Lofs  he  had  dif¬ 
fered  in  the  late  Fight  in  Dover- Road:  but  this  was  a 
mere  Pretence  *  for  not  only  our  own  Hidorians,  but  the 
Dutch  Writers  alfo  agree,  that  never  any  Man  behaved 
better  than  he  did  upon  that  Occafion;  and  fo  far  was 
the  Honour  of  the  Nation  from  being  at  all  wounded  by 
any  Lofs  he  fuftained,  that  this  very  Aftion  was  then, 
and  dill  is,  confidered  as  one  of  the  drongeft  Proofs  of 
the  invincible  Courage  of  the  Englijh  at  SeaL  Nay, 
immediately  before  he  was  difmified  from  his  Command, 
he  gave  a  mod  extraordinary  Proof  of  his  Courage  ;  for 
he  proteded  againd  Blake’s  Retreat,  after  he  had  been 
worded  in  the  Battel  of  the  29th  of  November ,  and  de¬ 
clared,  he  thought  it  more  honourable  to  perifli  at  Sea, 
than  to  retire  in  the  Sight  of  an  Enemy  :  and  upon 
this  Occafion,  he  intimated  a  Defign  of  throwing  up, 
which  gave  his  Enemies  an  Opportunity  of  taking  a^ 
way  his  Commiflion  z.  The  true  Grounds  of  the  Par¬ 
liament’s  Difpleafure  towards  him,  though  they  did  not 

care 


€<  converted  into)  Men  of  War,  never  came  in  to  aflift  him  ; 
“  yet,  he  made  the  Dutch  give  way.  Why  our  State  lhall 

pay  thofe  Ships  that  fought  pot,  we,  of  the  People  know 
“  not.  This  is  He  that  is  a  Gentleman,  lives  like  a  Gentleman, 
“  and  a£ts  the  Part  of  a  generous  Commander  in  all  his 
“  A&ions. 

y  Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  323.  Columna  Roflrata,  p.  101. 
Bate’s  Troubles  in  England,  pt.  ii.  p.  173.  Bafnage  Annales 
des  Provinces  Unies,  voL  i.  p.  260.  Le  Clerc,  de  Nep- 
yille,  &c.  *  Columna  Rodrata,  p.  101. 
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care  "o  own  it,  was  the  fair  Agreement  he  had  made 
with  the  Lord  Willoughby  of  Barbadoes ,  and  the  Largenefs 
of  thofe  Articles  of  Capitulation  which  he  had  granted 
him.  They  thought  he  might  been  fufficientl y  cautioned 
by  the'Refentment  they  had  fliewn  on  the  Treaty  he 
made  with  Sir  John  Greenville ,  and  were  therefore 
the  more  deeply  touched  with  this  fecond  Offence11. 
Another  Reafon  for  their  inclining  to  lay  him  down  foft- 
!y,  was  his  great  Influence  over  the  Seamen,  by  whom 
he  was  exceedingly  beloved.  In  this  Tranfadtioh,  they 
were  too  wife  for  themfelves ;  for  they  parted  with  a 
Man  who  was  certainly  firm  to  their  Interefts  ;  .difo- 
bliged  the  Sea  Officers,  who  knew  not  what  to  think  of 
fuch  a  Proceeding,  and  loft  the  Affedlion  of  the  Sailors, 
as  appeared  very  foon  after,  when  General  Cromwell  turn¬ 
ed  them  out  of  Doors,  the  whole  Fleet  concurring  in 
the  Approbation  of  that  Meafure  ;  which  fliews  how 
dangerous  a  Thing  it  is  to  facrifice  a  Man  of  known 
Merit  to  fecret  Diftrufls  b. 

After  this,  the  Admiral  led  a  retired  Life,  without 
concerning  himfelf  with  public  Affairs.  The  Grant  he 
had  of  an  Eftate  in  Ireland ,  induced  him  to  go  over 
thither  in  1655,  where  he  had  frequent  Conferences 
with  Henry  Cromwell,  who  then  governed  that  Kingdom, 
juk!  who  had  fo  great  an  Eheeni  for  him,  that  he  wrote 
exprefly  to  Secretary  Thurloe,  to  take  his  Advice  about  a 
certain  Matter  of  Moment,  then  in  Agitation,  and  in  any 
Thing  elfe  which  required  the  Opinion  of  a  very  know¬ 
ing  and  experienced-  PerfonS  ""Set  it  does  not  appear 


a' Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  323.  b  See  the  PofLcript  to 
Lilly’s  Almanack,  for  1654.  c  This  Letter  13  pruned  »- 
nrongtl  Thurloe’s  State -Papers,  vol.  iv.  p.  19S. 
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tlmt  be  was  ever  employed  in  the  Protedor’s  Service  ;  for 
I  find  him,  in  1656,  at  his  Seat  in  Stirry ,  which  is  thus 
defcribed  by  Whitlock .  “  The  Houfe  Hands  environed 
««  with  Ponds,  Motes,  and  Water,  like  a  Ship  at  Sea  ;  a 
Fancy  the  fitter  for  the  Mailer’s  Humour,  who  was  him- 
<<  felf  fo  great  a  Seaman.  There,  he  fa  id,  he  had  call  An- 
JU  chor,  and  intended  to  fpend  the  reft  of  his  Life  in  private 
*c  Retirement d  9\  He  changed  his  Refolution,  however, 
for  which,  if  I  miftake  not,  this  Vifit  laid  a  Foundation  ; 
fince  Whitiocl  went  in  Company  with  the  Swedijh  Am- 
baflador,  and  Sir  George  was  afterwards  prevailed  upon 
to  quit  his  Retreat,  to  go  over  to  Sweden ,  where  he  was 
to  be  Admiral e.  :  }ft‘  Ay—  -  -  -T  •  ^ 

This  Scheme  of  fending  him  into  the  North,  was 
one  ot  the  laft  formed  by  the  Protedor  Oliver.  He  had  al¬ 
ways  kept  a  clofe  Correfpondence  with  Charles  Guftavus 
King  of  Sweden ,  from  the  Time  that  Prince  mounted  the 
Throne,  and  drew  many  Advantages  from  this  Conjunc¬ 
tion.  He  faw,  therefore,  with  great  Regret,  the  Suc- 
cefs  of  the  Dutch  in  fettling  the  Affairs  of  the  North, 
and  their  awing  his  Ally,  the  King  of  Sweden ,  by  keep¬ 
ing  a  ftrong  Fleet  in  the  Baltic t.  He  had  his  Reafons 
for  avoiding  a  fecond  War  with  the  Dutch ,  and  yet  he 
could  not  think  of  abandoning  the  Swedes f.  At  laft, 
therefore,  he  took  a  Refolution  of  fending  a  flout  Squa¬ 
dron,  well- manned,  under  the  Command  of  Sir  George 

Jyfcue, 


d  Whitlock’s  Memorials,  p.  649.  where  there  is  a  lono 
Account  of  a  very  curious  Converiation  on  Maritime  Affairs^ 
between  the  Ambaflador  and  the  Admiral.  c  Thurloe’s  State- 
Papers,  vol.  iv.  p.  260.  f  Bafnage  Annales  des  Provinces 
Unies,  vol.  1 .  p.  $45 .  where  there  is  a  better  Account  of  Crom- 
well’s  Defigns,  than  I  have  found  in  any  of  our  own  Hiftg- 
fians,  - 
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Ayfcuey  who  was  to  enter  the  Swedijb  Service ;  by  which 
Stroke  of  Policy,  the  Protettor  thought  he  fliould  avoid 
all  Difputes  with  Holland ,  and  yet  do  as  much  for  the 
Swedes  as  they  could  defires.  But  this  Squadron  failing 
too  late  in  the  Year,  the  Ice  prevented  its  Arrival  at 
Copenhagen :  however.  Admiral  Ayfcue  continued  his 
Journey  to  Sweden  by  Land,  and  was  received  with 
great  Marks  of  Favour  by  his  Swedijh  Majefty,  with 
whom  he  continued  to  the  Time  of  that  Monarch’s 
Death,  which  happened  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Year 
j66oh;  fo  that  Sir  George  Ayfcue  had  no  Manner  of 
Concern  in  the  laft  Troubles  in  England. 

He  returned  Home  foon  after  the  Reftauration,  and 
was  received  with  all  the  Refpeft  due  to  a  Man  of  his 
Rank  and  Merit.  When  the  Dutch  War  broke  out,  in 
1664,  he  went  to  Sea  as  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue  Squa* 

dron 


s  How  much  the  News  of  this  Project  alarmed  the  Danes, 
will  appear  from  the  following  I  etter  of  their  Minifier  to  Se¬ 
cretary  Thurloe,  dated  September  27,  1658,  when  in  Profe- 
cution  of  Oliver’s  Defign,  Richard  had  refolved  to  fend  Ayfcue 
to  Sweden.  / 

May  it  pleafe  your  Lordfhip, 

ft  Talk  has  been  this  many  Months,  that  Sir  George 
“  Ayfcue,  and  tenor  twelve  Sea-Captains  were  tptake.Ser- 
46  vice  under  the  Ring  of  Sweden,  which  I  could  not  be  indu¬ 
es  cea  to  believe,  thinking  the  faid  Ayfcue  would  not  turn  a 
16  mercenary  Soldier  of  another  Prince,  whilft  the  War  in  his 
own  'Country  lafied  ;  if  he  could  not  be  fatisfied  with  that 
“  Wealth  and  Honour  he  has  gotten,  and  live  a  retired  and 
4t  quiet  Life.  But  I  have  been  deceived  in  my  Opinion,  and 
find,  that  certainly  he  and  the  faid  Captains  are  to  depart 
46  in  a  few  Days  ;  they  to  command  each  a  Man  of  War,  and 
“  Sir  George  the  whole  Swedifh  Fleet.”  Thurloe  s  States 
Papers,  vol.  vii.  p.  412. 

h  Hiftoire  de  Suede,  par  Pufendorf,  Tom.  iii.  p*  3°* 
Whitlock’s  Memorials,  p.  677,  698,  Burchet’s  Naval  Hiftory, 

P*  597* 
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dron,  and  behaved  with  great  Honour  in  the  Battel  of 
the  third  of  June,  1665  K  On  the  Duke  of  York' s  Re¬ 
turn  to  Court,  and  the  Earl  of  Sandwich's  hoifting  the 
Royal  Flag,  Sir  George  Ayfcue  ferved  as  Vice-Admiral  of 
the  Red ,  and  was  very  fortunate  in  making  Prizes k.  In 
1666,  when  Prince  Rupert  and  the  Duke  of  Albemarle 
commanded.  Sir  George  Ayfcue ,  in  The  Royal  Prince ,  the 
largeft  and  heavieft  Ship  in  the  Fleet,  bore  the  IVhite 
Flag,  as  Admiral  of  that  Squadron,  having  Sir  William 
Berkley ,  for  his  Vice-Admiral,  and  Sir  John  Harman 
for  his  Rear-Admiral.  In  the  famous  Battel  on  the  firft 
of  June ,  he  did  remarkable  Service,  not  only  againft  the 
Enemy,  but  in  the  Prefervation  of  fuch  of  the  Englifo 
Ships  as  were  difabled  by  their  fuperior  Force.  With 
the  fame  Succefsful  Diligence  he  adled  the  two  next 
Days;  but  towards  the  Evening  of  the  third,  'when 
Prince  Rupert  appeared  with  the  Frigates  under  his  Com¬ 
mand,  and  a  Signal  was  made  for  the  Fleet  to  join.  Sir 
George  Ayfcue' s  Ship  unfortunately  ran  upon  The  Galloper , 
and  could  not  be  got  off.  There,  beaten  by  the  Waves, 
furrounded  by  his  Enemies,  and  unaffifted  by  his  Friends, 
he  was,  as  the  Dutch  Writers  themfelves  confefs,  com¬ 
pelled  by  his  own  Seamen  to  ftrike  ;  upon  which,  the 
Dutch  took  them  on  board,  and  finding  it  impofiible  to 
bring  off  The  Royal  Prince ,  fet  her  on  Fire  l.  This  Cap¬ 
ture  of  Sir  George  Ayfcue ,  gave  the  Enemy  great  Satis¬ 
faction, 


*  Echard’s  Hiflory  of  England,  p.  820.  k  Burchet,  p. 

398.  Columns  Roftrata,  p.  166.  Lediard.  1  Echard’s  Hii- 
tory  of  England,  p.  830.  Burchet,  p.  399,  gives  an  Account 
of  this  Battel;  but  takes  no  Notice  of  the  Lofs  of  The  Rdyal 
Prince.  Columna  Roilrata,  p,  iy2>  Bafirg-*,  le  Cl?rc,  de  Neu- 
ville. 
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fadiion  :  they  carried  him  from  Place  to  Place,  by  way 
of  Triumph,  and  at  laft  fliut  him  up  in  the  Caftle  of 
Louvejfein ,  where  he  continued  for  fome  Months111,  and 
after  this,  he  went  no  more  to  Sea,  but  fpent  the  Remaind¬ 
er  of  his  Days  in  Quiet. 

Sir  Edward  Spragge  was  a  Gentleman  of  great  A- 
bilities  in  the  Cabinet,  as  well  as  at  Sea,  and  as  much 
diftinguiflied  by  his  Prudence  in  advifing,  as  by  his  Ac¬ 
tivity  in  executing,  in  which  he  was  fecond  to  none* 
We  find  him  a  Captain,  in  the  fir  ft  Engagement  with 
the  Dutch ,  after  the  Reftauration,  on  the  3d  of  June 
1665,  wherein  he  behaved  with  great  Reputation,  and 
io  far  recommended  himfelf  to  the  Favour  of  the  Duke 
of  York)  that  upon  his  Majefty’s  vifiting  the  Navy,  and 
going  on  board  The  Royal  Charles ,  he  received  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  Knighthood  n ;  which  encouraged  him  to  expo fe 
himfelf  ftill  more  freely.  He  was  likewi/e  in  the  four 
Days  Battel  in  June  1666,  w7here  he  was  particularly 
taken  Notice  of  by  the  Duke  of  Albemarle ,  and  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  Battel,  which  was  fought  on  the  24th  of  July, 
he  carried  a  Flag  under  Sir  Jeremiah  Smithy  Admiral  of 
the  Blue  Squadron,  who  engaged  Trcmp ,  fhattered  his 
Vice-Admiral,  fo  that  fhe  'was  abfolutely  difabled  ;  and 
having  ruined  the  Rigging  of  his  Rear-Admiral,  and 
killed  its  Commander,  contributed  greatly  to  the  Glory 
of  that  Day  °.  He  diftinguifhed  himfelf  likewife,  in  the 
Clofe  of  that  War,  in  the  unlucky  Bufinefs  at  Chatham , 
where  he  was  employed  to  defend  the  Fort  of  Sheernefs , 

attacked  by  the  Enemy  on  the  ioth  of  June  1667,  and  tho* 

it 


m  Bafnage  Armales  des  Provinces  Units* 
n  Ec  hard’s  EJilloy  of  England,  p.  S31, 
flrata,  p.  1  pp. 


vol.  i.  p*  776. 
u  Coluxna.  Ro- 
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It  was  unfinifhed,  his  Garrifon  very  fmall,  and  the  Place 
in  no  State  of  Defence  ;  yet  he  continued  to  defend  him- 
felf,  till  it  would  have  been  an  Adi  of  Rafhnefs  to  ex- 
pofe  his  Garrifon  any  longer.  When  he  found  how  im- 
pradlicable  it  was  to  do  any  effedlual  Service  by  Land, 
he  fet  himfelf  to  colled  as  great  a  Force  as  he  could  by 
Sea.  This  amounted  to  no  more  than  five  Frigates, 
feventeen  Fire-Ships,  and  fome  Tenders  ;  and  yet  when 
the  Dutch  Admiral  Van  Nes  came  up  the  River  again, 
after  their  Attempt  upon  Harwich ,  Sir  Edward  Spragge 
engaged  him  about  the  Hope .  The  Fight  was  very  un¬ 
equal  ;  but  there  being  at  firft  little  or  no  Wind,  Sir 
Edward  laid  hold  of  that  Advantage,  and  by  dexterouf- 
ly  towing  his  Ships,  burnt  eleven  or  twelve  of  their 
Fire-Ships,  with  fix  of  his  own  ;  but  the  Wind  ftiffning, 
he  was  at  laft  obliged  to  fhel ter  himfelf  from  the  Enemy’s 
unequal  Force,  under  the  Cannon  of  Tilbury -Fort .  The 
next  Day  the  Weather  being  favourable,  he  attacked 
the  Dutch  again  in  his  Turn,  and  by  the  happy  Manage¬ 
ment  of  his  Fire-Ships,  put  them  into  fuch  Confufion, 
that  after  a  (hort  Difpute,  they  were  forced  to  retire, 
and  to  burn  their  laft  Fire-Ship  to  prevent  her  being  ta¬ 
ken.  On  the  25th  they  profecuted  their  Retreat ;  but  with 
Sir  Edward  Spragge' §  Squadron  of  Fire-Ships  in  their  Rear. 
He  followed  them  to  the  River’s  Mouth,  where  they 
met  another  Squadron  of  Fire-Ships  from  Harwich , 
which  put  them  in  fuch  Danger,  that  above  a  hundred 
Men  in  The  Vice-Admiral  of  Zelandy  and  another  large 
Man  of  War,  leaped  over* board,  and  wTere  drowned* 
This  was  the  laft  Adlion  on  our  Side  in  that  War  p. 

u 
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p  Philips’s  Chronicle,  p.  561.  Burchet,  Echard,  Columns* 
Roftrata,  Bafnage,  Le  Cicrc,  de  Neuville. 
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In  1669,  the  Con  (table  of  Cqftile  being  appointed 
Governor  of  the  Spanijh  Netherlands ,  Sir  Edward 
Spragge  was  fent  over  to  compliment  him  upon  that  Oc- 
cafion,  and  to  enter  into  fome  further  Negotiations  for 
the  Service  of  the  new  Meafures  in  which  Sir  Edward 
is  faid  to  have  been  deeply  engaged  The  Truth  is,  he 
was  raifed  by  the  Favour,  and  fupported  by  the  Friend- 
fhip,  of  the  Duke  of  York ,  fo  that  he  engaged  wholly 
in  his  Service,  and  was  thought  to  have  a  large  Share  in 
his  Confidence.  Some  have  reported,  that  he  was  a 
Papift ;  of  which,  there  is  little  Probabilty,  fince  we  find 
him  fent  to  Sea  with  Prince  Rupert ,  in  1673,  when 
the  Tejl  had  driven  the  Duke  of  Tort,  and  others  of 
his  Religion,  from  their  Polls r.  This  Advancement  of 
Spragge,  I  mention  here,  only  to  obviate  the  Objection 
to  him  on  the  Score  of  Religion  ;  for  before  I  fpeak  of 
his  Behaviour  in  the  lad  Dutch  War,  I  mud  take  Notice 
of  his  Employment  in  the  Mediterranean ,  after  his  Re¬ 
turn  from  his  Negotiation  in  Flanders, 

There  had  been  feveral  Admirals  tochadize  the  Al¬ 
gerines,  both  by  the  Englifo  and  Dutch ;  but  very  few 
of  them  had  been  able  to  affedt  any  great  Matter.  They, 
generally  fpeaking,  contented  themfelves  with  fome  flight 
Adlion,  to  the  Prejudice  of  thefe  Cor  fairs ,  and  then  con¬ 
cluded  a  Peace ;  which  was  ufually  broken  by  that  time 
they  with  their  Squadrons  were  returned  Home  3.  The 
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Echard’s  Hiftory  of  England,  p.  857.  Rapin,  Okimixcn’s 
Hiftory  of  the  Stuart’s.  r  Hillary  of  the  Dutch  War,  p. 
45.  An  exafl  Relation  of  the  AHions  of  his  M^jelly’s  Fleet, 
under  Prince  Rupert,  Sec,  p.  5.  Secret  Hiftory  o t  the  Reigns 
of  King  Charles  ][.  and  King  James  II.  s  Keuntt,  Burchet* 
Columna  Rod  rata,  Pafnage,  ie  Clerc,  de  Neuvilic,  \  ie  ue 
Ruyter,  See,  r 
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Confideration  of  this,  together  with  the  loud  Complaints 
of  the  Merchants,  induced  the  Court  to  fix  upon  Sir 
Edward  Spragge  to  command  a  Squadron  in  thofe  Seas* 
in  hopes  of  his  meeting  with  better  Suceefs  than  his 
Predeceflors,  from  his  known  Courage  and  Reflations 
for  it  is  confefied  by  the  Writers  of  thofe  Times,  that 
Sir  Edward  greatly  refembled  the  Earl  of  Sandwich 3 
and  concealed  like  him  a  high  and  daring  Spirit,  under 
the  moll  polifhed  Behaviour.  He  failed  from  England 
on  this  Expedition  in  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1671,  with 
five  Frigates  and  three  Fire-Ships,  and  there  might  be 
as  many  more  Ships  in  thofe  Seas 3  fo  that  In  all  his 
Fleet  confifted  of  about  twelve  Sail.  In  the  latter  End  of 
the  Month  of  Aprils  he  had  Intelligence  that  there  were 
feveral  Algerine  Men  of  War  in  Bugia  Bay$  on  which 
he  called  a  Council  of  War,  when  it  was  refolved,  that 
he  ought  immediately  to  attack  them.  In  Purfuance  of 
this  Refolution  he  failed  thither,  but  in  his  Pafiage  had 
the  Misfortune  to  have  The  Eagle  Fire-Ship  difabled  by 
a  Storm ;  and  foon  after  one  of  his  Ships  fpringing  her 
Main-Maft,  was  obliged  to  bear  away  for  the  Chriftian 
Shore.  Sir  Edward ,  however,  perfifted  in  his  Defign* 
refitted  7 he  Eagle ,  and  bore  into  the  Bay  of  Bugia. 
with  a  brifk  Gale,  not  doubting  that  he  fhould  be  able 
to  fire  the  Ships:  but  by  that  Time  they  got  within  half 
Shot  of  the  Caftle  and  Forts,  it  fell  a  dead  Calm  3  and 
when  the  Wind  rofe  again,  it  proved  contrary.  On  the 
2d  of  May  they  were  able  to  do  nothing  for  the  fame 
Reafon,  the  Wind  changing  every  half  Hour;  upon 
which  Sir  Edward  refolved  to  make  an  Attempt  upon 
them  in  the  Night  with  his  Boats,  and  the  fmaileft  of 
his  Fire-Ships,  which  rowed  as  well  as  a  Long-Boat. 
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About  twelve  o’Clock  that  Night  he  executed  his  Pro- 
jeft,  fending  in  all  his  Boats  and  The  Eagle  Fire-Ship, 
under  the  Command  of  his  eldeft  Lieutenant  Mr.  Nu¬ 
gent.  But  the  Night  proving  very  dark,  and  the  high 
Land  obfcuring  the  Ships  as  they  drew  near  them,  they 
pafled  by,  and  Lieutenant  Nugent  leaving  one  of  the 
Boats  with  the  Fire-Ships,  befides  her  own,  rowed  in  to 
difcover  the  Enemy,  leaving  Orders  with  the  Captain 
of  the  Fire-Ship,  to  come  to  an  Anchor  in  cafe  he 
found  Shoal  Water.  The  Lieutenant  had  not  left  him 
a  Minute  before  he  perceived  himfelf  within  Piftol-fhot  of 
the  Ships,  and  concluding  the  Bufinefs  now  as  good  as 
done,  fleered  off  again  to  find  the  Fire-Ship,  and  to  his 
Amazement  faw  her  all  in  Flames.  The  Enemy  ta¬ 
king  the  Alarm  at  this,  the  Lieutenant  was  forced  to 
row  off  with  his  Boats ;  and  fo  this  fair  Opportunity 
was  loft  of  burning  the  Algerine  Men  of  War  without 
the  Lofs  of  a  Man.  The  next  Day  the  Enemy  un¬ 
rigged  all  their  Ships,  and  made  a  ftrong  Boom  with 
their  Yards,  Top-Malls  and  Cables  buoyed  Up  with 
Calks,  for  which  they  had  all  the  Opportunity  in  the 
World,  the  Wind  hindering  the  Englijh  from  doing 
any  Thing;  and  to  try  the  Admiral’s  Patience  to  the 
utmolt,  it  lo  fell  out  that,  by  a  drunken  Gunner  s  firing 
a  Piftol,  his  other  little  Fire-Ship'  was  loft;  fo  that  he 
had  none  now  left  but  The  Little  Vittory ,  which  drew 
too  much  Water,  to  enter  that  Part  of  the  Bay  where 
the  Algerines  lay. 

On  Monday  the  8lh  of  May  1671,  there  appeared  a 
confiderable  Body  of  Horfe  and  Foot  in  the  Neighbour¬ 
hood  of  the  Bay,  which  were  foon  after  difcovered  to 

be  an  Efcort  to  a  very  large  Convoy  of  Ammunition 
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lent  from  Algiers  to  the  Ships,  on  the  fafe  Arrival  of 
which  they  fired  all  their  Cannon,  to  teft :ify  their  Joy. 
Sir  Edward  Spragge  confidering  this,  and  not  knowing 
what  future  Reinforcements  they  might  receive,  refolved 
to  take  the  firfl  Opportunity  of  making  his  utmoft  Ef¬ 
fort;  and  in  order  thereto,  directed  The  Vi  hi  dry  to  be 
lightned  fo  as  that  ihe  might  not  draw  above  eight  foot. 
About  Noon  there  fprung  up  a  fine  Breeze  to  the  Eaft* 
upon  which  the  Admiral  gave  the  Signal  for  the  Men  of 
War  to  draw  into  a  Line,  and  bear  up  in  the  Bay.  Im¬ 
mediately  after  this  the  Wind  funk  at  once,  fo  that  they 
defpaired  of  doing  any  Thing.  But  about  Two  the 
Gale  fprung  up  again,  and  the  Ships  bore  in  as  they 
were  diredled.  The  Admiral  came  to  an  Anchor  in  4 
Fathom  Water,  clofe  under  their  Caftle  Walls,  which 
fired  upon  him  continually  for  two  Hours.  In  this 
Space  he  fent  in  his  own  Pinnace,  and  thofe  of  The 
Mary  and  The  Dragon .  Thefe  cut  the  Boom,  though 
>  not  without  confiderable  Lofs.  Lieutenant  P/V/,  who 
commanded  The  Mary's  Boat’s  Crew,  had  eight  wound* 
ed  with  himfelf;  Lieutenant  Pierce  oh  The  Dragon  was 
alfo  wounded  with  10  of  his  Men,  and  one  killed.  In 
the  Admiral’s  own  Pinnace  there  were  feven  killed,  and 
all  the  relt  wounded,  except  Mr.  Harman  who  com¬ 
manded  it.  The  Boom  being  cut,  the  Fire-Ship  went 
in,  and  getting  up  athwart  their  Boltfprits,  their  Ships 
being  a-Ground,  and  faff  to  the  Cattles,  fhe  burnt  very 
well,  and  deftroyed  them  all.  Captain  Harris  who 
commanded  her,  his  Mailer’s  Mate,  Gunner,  and  one 
of  his  Seamen  were  defperately  wounded  with  fmall 
Shot,  and  this  at  their  Entrance ;  fo  that  probably  the 
whole  Defign  had  proved  abortive,  if  the  Admiral  had 
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not  with  great  Prudence  commiflioned  Henry  Williams, 
(then  one  of  his  Mailer’s  Mates,  but  who  had  formerly 
commanded  The  Rofe  Fire-Ship,)  to  take  the  Charge  of 
the  Veffel  in  cafe  the  other  was  difabled ;  which  he  did 
accordingly,  and  performed  all  that  could  be  expected 
from  him.  This  Lofs  was  irreparable  to  the  Algerines  y 
who  had  picked  out  the  feven  Men  of  War  here  burnt, 
on  Purpofe  to  fight  Sir  Edward  Spragge ,  had  furnifhed 
them  with  their  bell  Brafs  Ordnance  from  on  Board  all  the 
reft  of  their  Veflels,  with  1 8  or  1,900  chofen  Men 
double  Officered,  under  the  Command  of  Old  Terky 
their  Admiral,  of  whom,  between  three  and  four  hun¬ 
dred  were  loft,  the  Caftles  and  Town  miferably  torn, 
and,  a  vaft  Number  of  People  in  them  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  ,  and  which  much  increafed  their  Mifery,  all  their 
Surgeon’s  Chefts  were  burnt  on  board  their  Ships,  fo 
that  Numbers  died  for  want  of  having  their  Wounds 
drefled.  Befides  the  Men  of  War  (of  which  we  fhall 
give  a  Lift)  there  were  burnt  a  Geneofe  Ship,  a  fmall 
Englijb  Prize,  and  a  Settee. 

An  exadt  L I S  T  of  the  Algier  Ships  burnt  in  Bugia, 
with  their  Number  of  Guns  and  Age.  May  8,  1671. 

1 

Ships  Names.  Commanders.  Guns.  Years  old. 

The  White  Horfe . - Tabari  Rays. - 34 - 4 

The  Orange  Tree. - Courhaly.  — —  34 - •  4 

TheThreeCyprefsTrees.Caram  Hammet.  34  -  -r 

TheThree Half  Moons.  Brayham  Tagrin.  28 - 2 

The  Pearl. - - — Brayham  Turco. — 26 - •  8 

The  Golden  Crown.—  Halua  Tagrin.  —  24 -  y 

The  Half  Moon. - Hammett. - 24  — —  i 

In 
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In  this  Engagement  Sir  Edward  Spragge  had  only  ij 
killed,  and  41  wounded;  which  makes  the  Victory  ftill 
more  extraordinary,  and  is  a  very  full  Proof  how  ne- 
ceflary  a  Heady  and  conftant,  as  well  as  briflc  and  adtive 
Courage  is  in  an  Officer  who  bears  fupreme  Command 
at  Sea  l.  What  the  Confequences  were  of  this  Adtion, 
and  how  well  Sir  Edward  by  his  Wifdom  improved 
the  Advantage  that  had  been  gained  by  his  Arms,  we 
have  already  (hewn  u,  and  (hall  therefore  not  repeat  it 
here,  but  proceed  to  his  Condudt  in  the  laft  Dutch 
War,  in  which  he  remarkably  diftinguifhed  himfelf. 

After  having  performed  with  Honour  the  Bufinefs 
for  which  he  was  fent  into  the  Mediterranean ,  he  re¬ 
turned  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1672,  with  the 
Squadron  under  his  Command.  The  Dutch  War  was 
then  meditated  by  our  Court;  but  had  not  as  yet  broke 
out.  Sir  Robert  Holmes ,  who  had  been  the  principal 
Inftrument  in  bringing  on  the  firft  Dutch  War,  had 
been  employed  alfp  to  begin  this,  by  attacking  ihz  Smyr¬ 
na  Fleet  which  was  then  expedted  home.  On  the  12th 
of  January  Sir  Edward  Spragge  met  Sir  Robert  Holmes’s 
Squadron  near  the  Ifle  of  Wight >  and  upon  Sir  Robert’s 
enquiring  News,  Sir  Edward  very  frankly  told  him, 
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*  I  take  this  Account  of  Sir  Edward  Spragge's  Expedition 
firft  from  his  Inftru&ions  publithed  in  the  Memoirs  of  Englifh 
Affairs  chiefly  Naval,  p.  200,  which  Inftruttions  are  dated  at 
Richmond  the  14th  of  June  1670,  and  feveral  other  Papers  in 
the  fame  Book.  Secondly,  From  Sir  Edward’s  own  Letter, 
dated  May  11,  1671,  and  pablifhed  by  Authority,  under  the 
Title  of,  A  true  and  perfect  Relation  of  the  happy  Succcfs 
and  Victory  obtained  againfl  the  Turks  of  Argier  at  Bugia,  by 
his  Majefty’s  Fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  under  the  Command 
of  Sir  Edward  Spragge,  See.  Printed  in  the  Savoy,  by  Tho* 
mas  Newcomb,  1671.  u  Seep.  283,  284. 
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that  he  had  failed  feveral  Days  with  the  Dutch  Smyrna 
Fleet,  that  in  a  Day  or  two’s  Time  they  might  be  cer¬ 
tainly  expected.  Sir  Robert  Holmes  was  very  well  pleafed 
with  this  News,  but  took  great  Care  to  fay  nothing  that 
might  give  him  the  leaft  Intimation  of  his  having  any 
Orders  to  attack  them,  though  if  he  had  fo  done,  and 
required  Sir  Edward's  Affiftance,  he  could  not  poflibly 
have  failed  of  taking  or  deftro^ing  that  whole  Fleet, 
reckoned  worth  a  Million  and  half ;  and  on  the 
taking  of  which  the  King  depended,  for  a  Supply  to¬ 
wards  carrying  on  the  War.  But  Sir  Robert ,  averfe  to 
fharing  any  Part  of  the  Reputation  that  might  be  ac¬ 
quired  by  this  Adtion,  ufed  his  utmoft  Diligence  that 
no  Body  fhould  have  any  Part  in  the  Execution  of  it 
but  himfelf,  in  which,  however,  he  had  no  Succefs; 
and  as  this  blafled  his  Reputation  with  the  World,  fo  it 
produced  a  Quarrel  between  him  and  Sir  Edward  Spragge , 
which  could  never  afterwards  be  compofed  w. 

When  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York  had 
refolved  to  take  upon  him  the  Command  of  the  Engltfb 
Navy  in  the  fame  Year,  Sir  Edward  Spragge  was  chiefly 
depended  on  for  aflembling  the  Fleet,  and  preparing  all 
Things  for  the  Reception  of  his  Highnefs,  as  I  find  by 

an  Order  diredled  to  him  as  Commander  in  chief  of 

1  *  , 

his  Majefty’s  Fleet  on  June  15,  1672  x$  and  he  per¬ 
formed  his  Part  fo  well,  that  by  the  End  of  the  Month 

H 

all  Things  were  ready,  and  his  Highnefs  was  invited 
on  Board,  who  joined  him  foon  after,  together  with 

the 


w  Burnet's  Hiftory  of  his  own  Times,  vol.  ii.  p.  555.  of  the 
Dutch  Edition.  True  Account  of  the  Adtions  0 1  the  Fleet 
under  Prince  Rupert.  Hiftory  of  the  Dutch  War.  * 
moirs  of  the  Royal  Navy,  p.  246. 
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the  Earl  of  Sandwich ,  and  other  Perfons  of  Diftindiion. 
H.  L  ‘h.  of  May,  and 

diftinguifhed  himfelf  therein  by  finking  a  Dutch  Ship  o 
60  Guns.  During  the  reft  of  that  Campaign,  he  behaved 
with  his  accuftomed  Diligence,  and  returned  with  great 
Reputation  after  it  was  over;  which  very  probably  de¬ 
termined  the  Court  to  employ  him  (as  they  did)  the 

next  Year. 

When  the  Duke  of  York  was  obliged  to  part  with 
his  Command,  and  the  Court,  to  gratify  the  Defire  of 
the  Nation,  lay  under  a  Neceffity  of  making  u!e  of  Prince 
Rupert ,  they  took  Care  to  fecure  the  Fleet  notwith- 
ftanding,'  by  employing  fuch  Officers  as  they  could  beft, 
and  his  Highnefs  leaft,  truft.  Sir  Edward  Spragge  w'as 
to  carry  the  Blue  Flag  inftead  of  Sir  Robert  Holmes , 
whom  his  Highnefs  propofed;  and,  becaufe  there  had 
been  a  Difference  between  thcfe  Admirals,  the  Court 
thought  fit  to  lay  Holmes  entirely  afide,  though  he  w?as 
a  very  adlive  Man,  and  had  been  much  in  theii  Confi¬ 
dence  y.  Before  the  Fleet  put  to  Sea,  Sir  Edward  wa3 
fent  with  the  Character  of  Envoy  Extraordinary  to 
France ,  where  he  was  received  with  all  poffibie  Refpedt, 
was  exceedingly  carefied  during  his  Stay,  and  at  his  ta¬ 
king  Leave  had  a  Prefent  made  him  of  great  Value, 
His  Bufinefs  was  to  renew  the  Treaty  with  that  Court, 
to  fettle  the  Rules  that  were  to  be  obferved  on  the  Junc- 
'  tion  of  the  French  and  Englijh  Fleets,  and  to  reftore 
the  old  Friendfhip  between  the  Courts,  which  feemed 
to  be  fomewhat  injured  by  the  late  Proceedings  in 
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England  x.  As  no  Part  of  Sir  Edward  Spragge's  Ne* 
gotiation  or  Inftru&ions  was  ever  communicated  to 
Prince  Rupert ,  it  gave  him  freft  Grounds  of  Diflike; 
fo  that  when  Sir  Edward  came  to  hoift  his  Flag,  there 
was  a  great  Coldnefs  between  them  a.  This  did  not 
hinder  our  Admiral’s  doing  his  Duty  very  gallantly  in 
the  Engagement,  which  happened  on  the  28th  of  May, 
wherein  he  fought  Tramp  feven  Hours,  forced  him  to 
go  from  The  Golden  Lion  into  The  Prince  on  Horfeback> 
and  thence  into  The  Ampler  dam ,  from  that  into  The 
Comet ,  where  he ^had  certainly  either  been  killed  or  ta¬ 
ken,  if  he  had  not  been  relieved  by  de  Ruyter  b.  Sir 
Edward  alfo  twice  changed  his  Ship.  Thefe  Circum- 
llances  are  not  taken  Notice  of  in  the  Account  which 
was  publifhed  after  Sir  Edward’s  Death;  but  in  Prince 
Rupert’s  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Arlington ,  the  Matter 
(notwithftanding  the  Quarrel  betwixt  them)  is  very  fair¬ 
ly  Hated.  “  Sir  Edward  Spragge ,  fays  his  Highnefs, 
<c  did  on  his  Side  maintain  the  Fight  with  fo  much 
c*  Courage  and  Refolution,  that  their  whole  Body  gave 
«  Way  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  had  it  not  been  for  Fear 
**  of  the  Shoals,  we  had  driven  them  into  their  Har- 
•sc  hours,  and  the  King  would  have  had  a  better  Ac- 
«  count  of  them0.*'  In  the  Battel  of  the  4th  of  June , 
Sir  Edward  is  blamed  for  coming,  juft  before  the  En¬ 


gagement  began,  fix  Miles  in  his  Boat  to  receive  his 

High- 


*  Kennet,  Echard,  Columns  Roftrata,  Oldmixon,  Rapin, 
a  True  Account  of  the  Aflions  of  the  Fleet  under  Prince  Ru¬ 
pert,  p.  9.  b  Bafnage  Annales  des  Provinces  Unies,  vol. 
ji.  p.  411.  Vie  de  Ruyter,  p.  565.  c  ^ee  *^at  Letter 
printed  by  Authority,  and  dated  from  on  board  1  he  Royal 
pharles,  off  the  Oy Her -Bank,  May  39,  1673. 
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Highneffei  Orders d:  however,  after  he  returned,  he 
behaved  with  great  Refolution,  forced  Van  Tromp,  with 
whom  he  was  again  to  contend,  twice  to  change  his 
Ship,  and  would  inevitably  have  either  taken  or  deftroy- 
ed  him,  if  he  had  not  been  relieved  by  the  Admiral.  The 
Hazard  that  he  ran,  provoked  him  fo  againft  Vice-Ad¬ 
miral  Sweers ,  that  he  accufed  him  to  The  States-General. 
Prince  Rupert ,  in  his  Letter,  takes  no  Notice  of  Sir 
Edward  Spragge’s  Behaviour  at  all,  and  though  it  is  very 
certain,  that  he  had  the  Advantage  of  Tromp  in  this 
A&ion  5  yet  even  that  is  concealed  by  an  Author,  who 
pretends  to  more  than  ordinary  Knowledge  of  all  that 
pafled.  The  Dutch  Writers  confefs  his  Bravery,  and 
own  he  pulhed  them  hard  ;  and  Tromp  in  his  Letter  to 
The  States ,  fay,  that  he  was  forced  to  retreat  a  little  be¬ 
fore  it  was  dark e. 

In  the  third  Battel,  which  happened  on  the  nth  of 
Auguftt  Sir  Edward  Spragge ,  with  the '  Blue  Squadron, 
was  in  the  Rear,  where  it  is  faid,  that  notwithftanding 
he  had  promifed  Prince  Rupert  not  to  part  from  his  Side, 
yet  being  provoked  by  Tromp ,  he  laid  his  fore- top  Sail 
to  the  Mali  to  ftay  for  him;  and  having  engaged  his 
Squadron, ‘Continued  fighting  for  many  Hours,  at  a  Dis¬ 
tance  from  the  Fleet.  Sir  Edward  was  at  firft  on  board 
The  Royal  Prince ,  and  Tromp  in  The  Golden  Lyon  ;  but 
after  a  Difpute  of  about  three  Hours,  in  which  the  Dutch 
Admiral  avoided  coming  to  a  clofe  Fight,  Sir  Edward's 

Ship 


d  True  Account  of  the  A  (Elions  of  the  Fleet,  under  Prince 
Rupert,  p.  10,  11.  e  The  Writer  abovemen tioned  is  the 
Author  of  the  Relation  fo  often  cited,  who  had  himfelf  a 
Command  in  the  Fleet.  Bafnage  Annales  des  Provinces  Unies, 
vol.  ii.  p.415.  Le  Clerc,  Tom.  ii.  p.  241.  Vie  de  Ruyter* 
p.  498. 
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Ship  was  fo  difabled,  that  he  was  forced  to  goon  board 
The  St.  George ,  as  Tromp  did  on  board  The  Comet .  Then 
the  Fight  began  again  with  greater  Fury  than  before. 
At  lad:,  The  St.  George  was  fo  battered,  that  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  thought  fit  to  leave  her,  and  to  endeavour  to  go 
on  board  The  Royal  Charles  ;  but  before  his  Boat  had 
rowed  ten  times  its  own  Length  from  The  St.  George , 
it  was  pierced  by  a  Cannon-Shot ;  upon  which,  the 
Crew  endeavoured  to  get  back  again  ;  but,  before  that 
could  be  effected.  Sir  Edward  was  drowned  ;  his  Hands 
taking  fo  dead  a  Hold  on  the  Side  of  the  Boat,  that  when 
it  came  to  float,  he  was  found  with  his  Head  and  Should¬ 
ers  above  Water f. 

This  End  had  the  brave  Sir  Edward  Spragge ,  who 
thereby  made  Good  what  he  promifed  the  King,  when 
he  took  Leave  of  him,  that  he  would  bring  him  Van 
Tromp  alive  or  dead,  or  lofe  his  own  Life  in  the  Attempt g. 
Thefe  Admirals,  indeed,  feem  to  have  had  a  particular 
Pefire,  each  to  overcome  the  other  ;  for  they  had  con- 
flantly  fought  in  every  Battel  from  the  Time  that  Sir 
Edward  Spragge  fucceeded  the  Earl  of  Sandwich ,  and 
Van  Tromp  came  again  to  command  the  Dutch  Fleet  in 
the  Room  of  Van  Ghent.  The  Dutch  Writers  fpeak  of 
his  Death  with  vifible  Regret,  and  own,  that  he  was  one 
of  the  braveft  Men,  and  beft  Commanders  that  ever 
fought  at  Sea.  Our  own  Writers  are  profufe  in  the 
Praifes  they  bellow  on  his  Valour,  and  therefore  I  lhall 

content 


f  An  Relation  of  the  ASions  of  the  Fleet  under 

Prince  Rupert,  &c-  p.  14 — 21.  Bafnage  Annalesdes  Provinces, 
Unies,  vol.  ii.  p.  420.  De  Neuville,  vol.  iv.  p.  204.  Vie 
de  Ruyter,  p.  574.  £  Echard’s  Hiilory  of  England, 

p.  894. 
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content  myfelf  with  citing  only  one  Testimony  in  his 
Favour  ;  which  {hall  fee  that  of  Biihop  Parker ,  who  de- 
fcribes  the  laft  Scene  of  his  Life  thus.  “  There  was  a 
<c  remarkable  Fight  between  Spragge  and  'I’roinp  \  for 
“  thefe  having  mutually  agreed  to  attack  each  other, 
not  out  of  hatred,  but  a  Thirfb  of  Glory ;  they  en- 
“  gaged  with  all  the  Rage,  or  as  it  were,  with  all 
<c  the  Sport  of  War.  They  came  fo  clofe  to  one 
“  another,  that  like  an  Army  of  Foot,  they  fought 
at  once  with  their  Guns  and  Swords.  Almoft 
“  at  every  turn,  both  their  Ships,  though  not  funk? 

were  yet  bored  through,  their  Cannon  being  difcharg- 
44  ed  within  common  Gun-ftiot  :  Neither  did  our  Ball 
fall  in  vain  into  the  Sea  ;  but  each  Ship  pierced  the 
66  other,-  as  if  they  had  fought  with  Spears.  But  at 
4C  length,  three  cr  four  Ships  being  ihattered,  as  Spragge 
64  was  paffing  in  a  Long-boat  from  one  Ship  to  another, 
<c  the  Boat  was  over-turned  by  a  Chance  Shot,  and  that 
cc  great  Man  not  being  Ikilled  in  fwimming,  wasdrown- 
4C  ed,  to  the  great  Grief  of  his  generous  Enemy,  who, 
^  after  the  Death  of  Spragge ,  could  hardly  hope  to  find 
€C  an  Enemy  equal  to  himfelf.  But  thus  it  happened, 
44  that  when  that  brave  Man  had  overcome  fo  many 
46  Dangers,  his  Country  being  now  victorious  and  fafe, 
44  no  Honour  remained  for  him  to  receive,  but  the  Re- 
44  ward  of  a  glorious  Death  V’ 

These  were  the  great  Men  who  carried  the  Glory 
pf  the  Englijb  Arms  fo  high,  and  who  effectually  fup- 

ported 


h  Bifhop  Parker’s  Hiflory  of  his  gvyn  Times,  p.  157.  The 
fame  Prelate  in  another  Part  of  his  Hi  (lory,  tells  us,  that  Sir 
Edward  Spragge  was  a  Perfon,  the  Love  and  Delight  of  all 
Men,  as  well  for  his  noble  Courage,  as  the  gentle  Sweetnefs  of 
his  Temper,  p.  126. 
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ported  the  Honour  of  the  Flag.  If  the  Reader  milles 
the  Memoirs  of  fome  whofe  Actions  are  mentioned  in 
the  Hiftory,  it  is,  becaufe  they  belong  to  another  Place, 
in  Confequence  of  their  having  furvived  this  Reign,  and 
that  unfortunate  one  which  fucceeded  it.  But,  thefe  are 
the  Heroes  to  whom  were  owing  our  principal  Vidtories, 
which  raifed  our  Reputation  fo  high,  extended  our  Com¬ 
merce  fo  far,  and  might  have  brought  us  much  great¬ 
er  Advantages,  if  our  domeftic  Divifions  had  not  in  fome 
Meafure  fruftrated  their  Labours,  and  defeated  our  Ex- 
pedlations  from  thofe  Naval  Succefles,  which  all  hazarded 
and  many  laid  down  their  Lives  to  purchafe.  A  me¬ 
morable  Misfortune  this,  and  which  we  ought  never  to 
forget,  if  we  defire  to  avoid  feeling  the  Effefts  of  fo 
wretched  a  Condudl,  with  a  fhort  Explication  of  which, 
as  a  necefiary  Comment  on  what  has  been  already  faid, 
we  fhall  conclude  this  Chapter. 

The  two  Dutch  Wars  were  very  difagreeable  to  a 
great  Part  of  the  Nation,  through  an  Apprehenfion  of 
their  Confequences,  and  therefore  the  great  Exploits  per¬ 
formed  by  our  Seamen,  and  the  Advantages  gained  by 
the  laft  Peace,  which  has  fecured  us  from  any  fubfequent 
Quarrels  with  that  Nation,  were  not  looked  upon  in  the 
Light  they  deferved  ;  but  fuch  as  did  their  Duty,  and 
adfed  vigoroufly  in  their  Stations,  were  difliked,  and 
treated  as  the  fervile  Creatures  of  a  Court,  ready  to  at¬ 
tempt  any  Thing  for  which  they  received  Orders.  This 
was  certainly  very  injurious  Ufage,  and  fuch  as  muft 
have  contributed  to  fink  the  Spirits  of  many.  The  true 
Merit  of  a  Soldier,  or  Seaman,  certainly  confifts  in  exe¬ 
cuting  vigoroufly  the  Order  he  receives ;  and  Things 

gre  carried  too  far  when  we  pretend  to  make  them  ac* 

countable 
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countable  for  thofe  Orders  ;  becaufe,  if  this  Mfoxim 
Ihould  be  once  eftablifhed,  fuch  Confequences  muft  in¬ 
evitably  flow  from  it,  as  would  be  far  more  detiimental 
to  Society,  than  the  affording  a  certain  Meafure  of  Ap- 
plaufe,  to  fuch  gallant  Actions  as  might  be  performed  up¬ 
on  wrong  Principles.  Of  this,  I  might  give  a  flagrant 
Inftance,  by  referring  to  a  certain  Hiflory,  where  Sir 
Robert  Holmes  is  feverely  cenfured  for  doing  what  a 
Council  of  War  directed  ;  and  fome  Perfons,  who  had 
been  attainted  by  Parliament,  are  juftified,  and  commend¬ 
ed  for  aflifting  the  Dutch  to  invade  this  Nation,  and  to 
deftroy  our  Ships  at  Chatham  ;  which  is  a  Dodlnne  of  a 
very  dangerous  Nature,  and  directly  contrary  to  that  true 
public  Spirit  which  ought  to  influence  all  Men,  and  all 
Parties  ;  to  bear  whatever  may  be  required  of  them  for 
their  Country’s  Good,  and  to  forbear  avenging  them- 
felves  upon  her,  whatever  Provocations  they  may  re¬ 
ceive. 

After  having  pointed  out  this  Error  on  one  Side, 

I  {ball  with  equal  Freedom,  lay  open  a  greater  on  the 
other :  I  mean  the  Court’s  too  great  Regard  for  France , 
which  was  highly  detrimental  to  the  Trade  of  thefe 
Nations,  and  had  well  nigh  been  the  Deftrudtion  of  our 
Navy.  It  is  a  monftrous  Thing  to  aflert,  and  yet  there 
are  too  ftrong  Proofs  of  this  Truth  for  us  to  avoid  fay¬ 
ing,  that  the  Adminiftration  in  the  latter  Part  of  King 
Charles' s  Reign,  from  the  Time  his  Notions  had  a 
wrong  Turn  given  them  by  the  Cabal,  favoured  too 
much  the  French  Schemes,  for  the  Advancement  of 
their  Commerce  to  the  Prejudice  of  ours;  in  doing  which 
they  i flued  fuch  Orders  to  the  Officers  of  the  Navy, 
as  made  them  juttly  obnoxious  to  Parliament,  though 

very 
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very  able  Men  in  fheir  Places,  and  thereby  created  fuch 
an  Alteration  in  the  Management  of  Things,  as  added 
the  Ruin  of  cur  Shipping,  to  the  Hurt  done  our  Trade  : 
-whereas,  if  the  Court  had  adled  honeftly,  and  the  Na¬ 
tion  been  of  one  Mind,  we  might  certainly  have  given 
Law  to  Europe ,  and  become  the  greateft  Maritime  Pow¬ 
er  the  World  ever  faw. 

We  loft  thefe  Advantages  then,  and  the  Senfe  of  this 
ought  to  be  of  Service  to  us  now.  The  Fleet,  at  the 
Death  of  King  Charles  II.  was  recovering  indeed,  but 
very  flowly.  It  is  Time  to  fee  how  a  Prince,-  who 
took  Care  of  nothing  elfe,  profecuted  that  Work  with 
Diligence,  and  railed  our  Navy  to  a  better  State  than  it 
Was  ever  in  before. 
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The  Naval  Hiftory  of  G  R  E  A  T-B  R  I  T  A I N, 
during  the  Reign  of  King  James  II.  Containing 
an  Account  of  the  Methods  made  uje  of  for  re - 
fioring  and  Improving  the  Fleet  *,  their  Succefs , 
and  the  Kings  Disappointment  in  his  Endeavours 
to  prevent  an  Invajion  from  Holland. 

E  W  Princes  have  ftruggled  with  greater 
Difficulties  before  they  afcended  their 
Thrones,  than  King  James  II.  and  few, 
ever  fuftained  a  greater  Load  of  Trouble 
afterwards.  He  fucceded  his  Brother  the 
6th  of  February ,  1685,  with  the  general  Acclamations 
of  his  Subjects,  who  expedted  great  Things  from  a 
King,  who  came  to  the  Throne  with  fuch  Advantages- 
He  was  then  turned  of  fifty-one,  had  good  natural  Parts, 
improved  and  ftrengthned  both  by  Education  and  Expe¬ 
rience  ;  inclined  to  and  very  diligent  in  Bufinefs  ;  a  good 
CEconomifi:  :  in  fine,  a  Prince,  who,  if  he  had  managed 
public  Affairs  with  the  fame  Eafe  and  Dexterity  which 
he  {hewed  in  the  Condudb  of  his  private  Concerns,  his 
F^eign  muff  have  been  as  happy  and  glorious,  as  it  proved 
troublefome  and  unfortunate. 

It  was  his  great  Foible,  that  he  was  conftantly  influ¬ 
enced  by  foreign  Councils,  w7hich  is  a  Thing  the  Englifh 
Nation  cannot  endure  ;  and  indeed,  it  is  impoflible  they 
fhould  j  for  as  our  Conftitution  differs  from  the  Confti- 

tution 
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tutions  of  all  the  States  upon  the  Continent,  it  is  /imply 
impracticable  to  govern  us  well,  by  any  other  Syftem  of 
Politicks  than  our  own.  King  James  knew  this  well 
enough  ;  and  yet  his  Fondnefs  for  the  Popi/h  Religion, 
threw  him  into  the  Arms  of  France ,  and  engaged  him, 
while  a  Subject,  to  adt  as  a  Tool  $  when  a  King,  to 
rule  as  a  Vice-Roy  to  Lewis  XIV.  and  this  at  a  Junc¬ 
ture,  when  if  he  had  been  of  the  Religion  of  his  Fathers, 
and  had  complyed  with  the  Defires  of  his  People,  he 
might  have  given  Law  to  that  haughty  Monarch,  and 
been  efteemed  the  Deliverer  of  Europe .  His  Bigottry 
blinded  him;fome  of  his  Minifters  abufed  his  Confidence; 
’till  by  a  Series  of  bad  Management,  he  made  his  Af¬ 
fairs  defperate,  and  loft  the  AffeCtions  of  his  People, 
which  foon  loft  him  all. 

Yet,  as  wrong  as  his  Conduct  was  in  almoft  every 
other  Particular,  the  Care  he  took  of  Naval  Affairs,  de- 
ferves  to  be  tranfmitted  to  Pofterity  with  juft  Applaufe. 
He  had  long  experienced  the  Office  of  Lord  High-Ad¬ 
miral,  in  the  Reign  of  his  Brother,  and  underftood  it 
throughly  ;  he  knew  too  the  Diforders  which  had  crept 
into  the  whole  (Economy  of  the  Fleet,  in  the  fix  Years 
immediately  preceding  his  Acceffion,  and  he  was  well 
acquainted  befides,  with  the  Difficulties  the  late  King  had 
found  in  difcovering  and  applying  Remedies  to  thefe 
Mifchiefs.  As  foon,  therefore,  as  he  was  feated  on  the 
Throne,  he  began  to  confider  how  a  total  Reformation 
might  be  wrought,  and  the  Affairs  of  the  Navy  be  not 
only  fet  right  for  the  prefent,  but  alfo  be  put  into  fuch 
a  fettled  Courfe,  as  that  they  might  not  fuddenly  go 
wrong  again.  With  this  View  he  confulted  Mr.  Fepys^ 
and  fome'  other  confiderable  Perfons,  on  whole  Abilities 

and 
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and  Integrity  he  could  depend,  and  having  learned  from 
them  what  was  neceflary  to  be  done  to  bring  about  the 
Ends  at  which  he  aimed,  he  firll  afligned  a  ftated  Fund 
of  400,000  /.  a  Year,  payable  quarterly  out  of  the 
Treafury  for  the  Service  of  the  Navy,  and  then  iflued 
a  fpecial  Commiflion  for  fettling  all  Things  relating  to 
it,  and  for  putting  the  Management  thereof  into  fuch  a 
Method,  as  might  need  few  or  no  Alterations  in  fuc- 
ceeding  Times. 

This  Commiflion  was  the  wifeft  Act  of  his  whole 
.Reign,  and  anfwered  very  effectually  all  that  was,  or 
indeed  could  be,  expeCted  from  it.  It  was  grounded,  as 
to  Form,  on  a  Commiiiion  which  had  illued  for  the 
fame  Purpofe  in  the  Reign  of  his  Grandfather,  of  which 
we  have  taken  Notice  more  than  once.  As  the  then 
Commiflioners  of  the  Navy  were  Men  of  fair  Character, 
though  they  had  been  fo  unlucky  in  the  IVIanagement 
of  their  Office*  the  King  would  not  remove  them,  but 
caufed  their  Names  to  be  inferred  in  this  Commiflion, 
which  fuperfeded  their  own,  with  the  Addition  of  a 
few  old  Servants,  though  new  Commiflioners,  on  whofe 
Skill  and  Vigilance  he  depended.  The  old  Commiflio¬ 
ners  were  the  Lord  Vifcount  Falkland ,  Sir  John  Tippets, 
Sir  Richard  Haddock ,  Sir  Phineas  Pett ,  Sir  John  Nar- 
borough ,  Mr.  Southerne ,  Sir  Richard  Beach,  Sir  John 
Godwin.  The  new  ones,  Sir  Anthony  Deane ,  Sir  John 
Berry,  Mr.  Hewer,  and  Mr.  St.  Michael.  This  Com- 
million  was  dated  the  17th  of  April  1686,  and  by  it  the 
Commiflioners  were  directed  to  enquire  into,  and  remedy 
all  the  Diforders  that  were  then  in  the  Navy,  to  reftore 
it  in  every  RefpeCt  to  good  Order,  and  from  Time  to 
Time  to  report  the  Proceedings  to  his  Majeity  and  the 

Vo  L ,  II,  H  h  Prm« 
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Privy  Council,  as  they  were  particularly  enjoined  in  that 
Commiffion 

The  Commiflioners  vefted  with  thefe  Powers  loll 
no  Time,  but  fell  immediately  on  a  diligent  Infpe£tion 
into  the  State  of  the  Navy,  enquired  ftridtly  into  the 
Caufes  of  paft  Mifcarriages,  with  Refpect  rather  to 
Things  than  Men,  and  taking  fuch  Meafures  for  the  im¬ 
mediate  Remedy  of  the  Mifchief  they  difcovered,  that  the 
old  Ships  were  perfectly  repaired ;  the  new  ones,  where 
they  wanted  it,  altered  and  mended;  the  Yards  properly 
fupplied  with  the  ableft  Workmen ;  all  the  Storehoufes 
filled  with  whatever  was  requifite  bought  at  the  bell  Hand, 
and  in  all  Refpe&s  the  belt  in  their  kind;  the  Eftimates 
brought  into  proper  Order,  and  the  whole  Oeconomy 


i  The  whole  of  this  Acccount  is  taken  from  Mr.  Pepys’s 
Memoirs  relating  to  the  State  of  the  Royal  Navy  of  England, 
wherein  he  tells  us,  that  the  following  Qualifications  were 
chiefly  confidered  in  the  Choice  of  the  new  Commiflioners, 
purfuant  to  a  Memorial  addreffed  by  him  to  the  King,  and 

drawn  by  his  Mailer  s  Direction,  viz. 

“  I  A  practised  Knowledge  in  every  Part  of  the  Works 
«  and  Methods  of  Your  Navy,  both  at  the  Board  and  in  Your 
,i  Yards.  The  not  difcerning  of  which  (and  the  others  that 
“  follow)  appears  to  have  colt  Your  Royal  Brother  and  You 
“  within  the  forementioned  five  Years,  aoove  halt  a  Million. 

ti  A  general  Maftery  in  the  Bufinefs  and  Accounts,  though 

more  particularly  thofe  incident  to  the  Affairs  of  h  our 
Navy.  III.  Vigour  of  Mind,  joined  with  approved  Indu- 
«  ftrv  Zeal,  and  perfonai  Aptnefs  for  Labour.  IV.  An  en- 
“  tire  Reflation  of  themfelves,  and  their  whole  lime  to  this 
'  “  Your  Service,  without  Liablenefs  to  Avocation  from  other 
Bu!inefs  or  Pleafure.  V.  Laftly,  Such  Credit  with  Your 
“  Maiefty  for  Integrity  and  Loyalty,  as  may  (with  the  ror- 
mer  Conditions)  lead  both  Yourfelf  and  my  Lord  Ireafu- 
rer  to  an  entire  Confidence  of  having  all  aone  that  can  be 
«•  morally  expeded  from  them,  in  the  Advancement  of  hour 
Service,  and  the  circumfpedt  and  orderly  difpenfing  and  im¬ 
proving  of  Vour  Treaiured* 
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€>f  the  Navy  reduced  into  fo  clear  a  Method,  that  it 
was  impoffible  any  Officer  could  be  ignorant  of,  or  mi¬ 
stake  in  his  Duty,  the  public  Service  fuffer  in  any  of 
its  various  Branches,  or  the  King  run  any  Hazard  of 
being  cheated  without  an  immediate  Difcovery  of  the 
Offender.  That  all  this  might  more  fully  and  indifpu- 
tably  appear  (befides  the  Reports  directed  by  the  Com- 
million  being  duly  made)  the  Commiffioners  engaged 
his  Majefty  to  vilit  in  Perfon  the  Yards,  Docks,  Store- 
houfes,  fsV.  which,  conlidering  his  perfect  Acquaintance 
With  Naval  Affairs*  made  it  impoffible  he  fhould  be  de¬ 
ceived;  and  then  having  demonitrated  the  Juitice  of 
their  Conduct,  by  leaving  the  Navy  much  encrea fed, 
in  perfect  Order,  and  with  Sea-Stores  valued  at  400,000  /. 
they  laid  down  their  Polls,  their  Commiffion  being  fuper- 
feded  with  a  juft  Approbation  of  their  Conduct,  by 
Letters  Patent  under  the  Great  Seal,  October  12,  x688a 
Thus  in  little  more  than  two  Years  Time  this  great 
Reform,  was  made,  all  the  Officers  of  the  Navy  in  ge¬ 
neral  paid  to  a  Farthing,  and  a  Saving  made  to  the  Pub„ 
lie  of  307,570/.  9  x.  4  d.  and  this  for  the  inconfide- 
rable  Expence  of  6000  A  paid  to  the  new  Commiffio 
nets. 

While  this  Commiffion  fublilfed,  the  King  iffued 
new  In  If  rudtions  to  the  Officers  commanding  his  Ships 
of  War*  thefe  are  dated  the  15th  of  July  1686,  and  are 
extremely  well  calculated  for  promoting  the  public  Ser¬ 
vice,  fecuring  Difcipline,  and  preferving  proper  Memo¬ 
rials  of  every  Man's  particular  Merit,  by  obliging  all 
Captains  and  fuperior  Officers,  to  depolit  a  perfeft  Copy 
of  their  Journals  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty.  As 
many  Things  in  thefe  Regulations  might  feem  to  bear 

H  h  2  hard 
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hard  upon  Commanders,  and  to  deprive  them  of  thofe 
Emoluments  which  their  Predeceffors  had  enjoyed,  his 
Majefty  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  grant  them  very  con- 
fiderable  Favours,  fuch  as  a  fettled  Allowance  for  their 
Tables  k,  feveral  Advantages  in  Refpedt  to  Prizes,  &c. 
and  in  the  Clofe,  the  King  was  pleafed  to  promife  to 
take  fpecial  Notice  of,  and  amply  to  reward,  every  In- 
Hance  of  Courage,  Care  or  Diligence  in  any  of  his,  Of¬ 
ficers,  upon  proper  Attentions  depofited  with  the  Se¬ 
cretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

We  need  not  wonder  that  in  Confequence  of  fo 
•  great  Attention,  the  Briiijh  Fleet  was  in  very  good  Or¬ 
der  when  King  James  had  the  firft  Notice  of  the  Prince 
of  Orange's  Defign ;  but  we  may  be  juft-ly  furprized  at 
the  ftrange  Management  of  Maritime  Affairs  from  that 
Time.  A  Squadron  of  Ships  was  indeed  ordered  to 
Sea  under  the  Command  of  Sir  Roger  Strickland-^  then 
Rear-Admiral  of  England ,  who  was,  perhaps,  the  molt 
improper  Man  in  the  World  to  command  them,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  being  obnoxious  to  the  Seamen,  by  the 

Readinefs 
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fc  The  Reader  may  form  a  proper  Conception  of  the  Im¬ 
portance  of  this  Regulation,  by  confidering  the  followirg  Ta¬ 
ble.  which  (hews  the  Proportion  maintained  m  this  new  Al¬ 
lowance,  fo  as  to  make  it  a  juil  Equivalent  for  the  Perquiffies 
taken  away  by  this  Initruflion. 
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Readinfefs  he  had  fliewn  in  bringing  Prieds  on  board 
the  Fleet.  His  Squadron  was  ordered  to  the  Downs 
very  indifferently  manned,  and  when  he  complained  of 
it,  and  defined  to  have  Soldiers  at  lead  fent  on  board; 
this  was  very  {lowly  done,  confidering  the  Importance 
of  the  Service.  By  his  Inftructions  he  was  to  have  re¬ 
mained  in  the  Downs-,  but  conceiving  that  to  be  a  very 
improper  Station  for  the  Service  he  was  to  perform,  af¬ 
ter  confulting  with  the  Captains  in  whom  he  could 
bed  confide,  he  certified  as  much  to  the  Court,  and 
offered  it  as  his  Opinion,  that  it  would  be  better  for  the 
Fieet  to  remain  at.  the  Buoy  of  the  Gun-Fleet  near 
Harwich.  The  King,  as  foon  as  he  received  this  Ad¬ 
vice,  fent  for  Lord  Dartmouth ,  Sir  John  Berry ,  Cap¬ 
tain  John  Clements ,  the  three  elder  Brothers  of  The 
Trintty~Houfe  at  Deptford ,  and  Mr.  Pepys,  to  whom 
he  communicated  Sir  Roger  Strickland's  Letter,  and  in 
Confequence  of  their  joint  Advice,  fenit  the  Admiral 
Orders  to  go  out  of  the  Downs  with  the  fird  Eaderly 
Wind,  and  place  himfelf  between  the  North  Sand- 
Head,  and  the  Kentijh  Knock,  there  to  continue  under 
Sail  in  the  Day  Time,  and  at  Anchor  in  the  Night,  in 
order  to  oblerve  the  Dutch  Fleet,  and  to  gain  the  bed 
Intelligence  of  them  he  could,  in  Purfuance  of  the  In- 
ftru&ions  then  fent  him 

When  the  Danger  appeared  more  clearly,  this  Fleet 
was  ordered  to  retire  to  the  Buoy  in  the  Nore-,  and  Lord 
Dartmouth  was  ordered  to  Sea,  with  fetch  a  Reinforce- 

^  ^  3  ment 
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metlt  as  made  the  whole  Fleet  under  his  Command, 
confift  of  40  Men  of  War  of  which  38  were  of 
the  Line  of  Battel,  and  18  Fire-Ships.  This  Fleet 
being  at  the  Gun-Fleet,  and  ready  in  all  Refpedts  to 
fail,°a  Council  of  War  was  called,  wherein  Sir  William 
Jenings,  who  commanded  a  third  Rate,  propofed  to 
put  to  Sea,  and  Hand  over  to  the  Dutch  Coafts,  as  the 
fhorteft  and  fureft  Way  to  prevent  an  Invafion.  This 
Propofition,  however,  was  rejected  by  a  great  Majori¬ 
ty,  and  fo  it  was  relolved  to  continue  there,  the  true 
Ground  of  this,  as  Mr.  Secretary  Burchet  fairly  tells 
us,  was  the  fecret  Refolution  of  the  greateft  Part  of. 
the  Captains  to  hinder  the  Admiral,  in  cafe  he  had  come 
up  with  the  Dutch  Fleet,  from  doing  them  much  Da¬ 
mage  ;  and  thus  it  appears  how  ineffeftual  Fleets  and 
Armies  are  when  Princes  have  loft  the  Confidence  of 

thofe  who  ferve  in  or  command  them. 

It  may  not  now  be  amifs  to  call  our  Eyes  over  to  Hol¬ 
land,  in  order  to  confider  the  Force  preparing  there  for 
this  Invafion.  His  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Orange  had 
about  his  Perfon  abundance  of  Englijb  Noblemen  and 
Gentlemen,  particularly  the  Earls  of  Shrewfbury  and  Mac¬ 
clesfield,  the  Lords  Mordaunt,  Wiltjhire,  Pawlet,  Elan , 
and  Dumblain,  Admiral  Herbert,  Mr.  Herbert,  Colonel 
Sidney,  Mr.  Ruffel,  Sir  Rowland  Gwyn,  Major  Wild - 
man,  ’or.  Burnet,  Mr.  Harbord,  Mr,  Fergufon,  and 
befides  the  general  Officers  of  the  States,  the  Marfhal 
Schomberg,  Count  Charles,  his  Son,  Mr.  Caillemotte , 
younger  Son  to  the  Marquis  of  Rouvigne,  and  2  or  300 
French  Refugees.  The  Fleet  that  was  to  carry  thefe 
confifted  of  about  50  Sail,  moft  of  them  third  or  four 
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Rates,  and  the  Tranfports  were  about  500.  Thefe. 
with  25  Fire-Ships  made  up  the  whole  Navy;  the 
Land  Forces  embarked  were  4000  Horfe  and  Dragoons, 
and  10, coo,  Foot.  It  was  very  remarkable,  that  though 
all  the  Captains  of  thefe  Vellels  were  Dutch ,  yet  the 
chief  Command  was  given  to  Admiral  Herbert ,  who. 
very  lately  commanded  the  Englijh  Fleet;  and  this  with 
a  View  either  to  engage  Ships  to  come  over,  or  at  leaft 
to  encourage  the  Seamen  to  defert.  In  ordei  to  do 
this  more  effeftually,  Herbert  firft  addreffed  a  Letter  to 
his  Countrymen  in  the  Sea-Service,  and  then  ftood  with 
the  Dutch  Fleet  over  to  the  Downs,  in  order  to  look 
on  the  Englijh  Squadron,  and  try  what  EfFefts  his  Ex¬ 
hortations  had  produced.  At  that  Time  his  Succefs  did 
not  promife  much,  and  after  a  Fortnight  s  cruizing,  he 
returned  to  the  Dutch  Coafts,  with  a  better  Opinion  of 
the  King’s  Fleet,  and  a  worfe  of  his  own,  than  when 
he  failed.  But  for  all  this,  his  Epiftle  did  almoft  as  much 

Service  as  the  Force  he  commanded  ;  for  though  the  De- 
fertion  was  inconfiderable,  yet  by  Degrees  the  Sailors  loft 
their  Spirits,  and  their  Officers  began  to  cabal,  and  to 
confult,  not  how  they  fhould  execute  the  Orders  they 
had  received,  but  how  they  might  beft  fecure  the 

Fleet. 

On  the  19th  of  October  1688,  the  Prince  went  on 
board,  and  the  whole  Fleet  failed  that  Night;  but  the 
next  Day  the  Wind  turning  North,  and  then  fettling  in 
the  North-Weft,  it  was  found  impoffible  to  ftruggle  with 
it ;  and  therefore,  on  the  21ft  the  Fleet  returned,  af¬ 
ter  having  been  rudely  handled  by  a  Stoi  m.  On  the 
firft  of  November  the  Fleet  failed  again.  The  Prince 
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intended  to  have  gone  Northwards,  and  to  have  land¬ 
ed  in  the  Mouth  of  the  ‘Humber ;  but  a  ftrong  Eaft 
Wind  rendered  this  impracticable,  and  feemed  to  direCt 
them  to  a  better  Courfe.  'His  Highnefs  then  failed 
Weftward,  the  fame  Wind  which  brought  him  to  the 
Englijh  Coaft  keeping  in  the  King’s  Ships,  though  they 
were  come  down  fo  low  as  the  Gun- Fleet.  There  in 
a  foggy  Day  they  palled  the  Englijh  Navy  undifcerned, 
except  a  few  Tranfports  which  failed  in  Sight,  while 
the  Englijh  Fleet  rode  with  their  Yards  and  Top-Mafts 
down,  and  could  not  by  Reafon  of  the  Violence  of  the 
Wind  purchafe  their  Anchors.  On  the  4th  of  Novem¬ 
ber  at  Noon,  it  was  refolved  on  board  the  Dutch  Fleet, 
that  Part  of  the  Ships  fhould  go  into  Dartmouth ,  and 
the  reft  into  Torbay  •  but  in  the  Night  the  Pilots  over- 
Ihot  both,  and  then  it  was  determined  to  go  into  Ply¬ 
mouth ,  which  if  they  had  done,  might  have  proved  fa¬ 
tal;  but  the  Wind  fuddenly  turning  from  Eaft  to  South, 
coiredted  the  Error  of  their  Pilots,  and  brought  them 
fafe  into  Torbay,  where  the  Army  was  immediately 
landed,  and  the  Prince  made  the  neceflary  Difpolitions 
for  drawing  the  Country  Gentlemen  in  the  Neighbour¬ 
hood  to  join  him. 

A  s  foon  as  the  Wind  would  permit,  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth ,  a  gallant,  loyal  and  aCtive  Officer,  weigh¬ 
ed  with  the  Englijh  Fleet,  and  flood  to  Sea,  with 
a  Refolution  to  follow  and  fight  the  Dutch.  Secretary 
Burcket  and  Bilhop  Burnet  feem  to  contradict  each 
other  in  what  they  fay  on  this  Subject :  the  Secretary  in¬ 
forms  us,  that  Lord  Dartmouth  came  before  Torbay 
V.'ith  his  Fleet,  and  gave  the  Dutch  an  Opportunity  of 

feeing 
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feeing  what  his  Strength  might  enable  him  to  have  done, 
jf  he  had  inclined  to  treat  them  as  Enemies.  TheTre- 
late  on  the  contrary  fays,  that  Lord  Dartmouth  allured 
him  fometime  after,  that  whatever  Stories  the  Dutch 
might  have  heard  either  of  Officers  or  Seamen,  he  Was 
confident  they  would  have  fought  very  heartily.  This 
feeming  Contradidlion  may,  however,  be  eafily  reconcil¬ 
ed  ;  for  this  Dtfpofition  of  fighting,  is  to  be  referred  to 
the  Time  when  the  Englijh  firft  got  to  Sea,  and  then, 
if  they  had  come  up  with  the  Dutch  Fleet,  it  is  very 
probable  they  had  come  to  Blows,  and  the  Bufinefs  had 
been  decided  by  a  Battel:  But  when  the  Wind  turning 
to  the  South,  carried  the  Prince’s  Fleet  into  Torbay ,  it 
forced  the  Englijh  Fleet  back,  and  afterwards  riling  into 
a  Storm,  rufled  them  fo  much,  that  it  was  two  or  three 
Days  before  Lord  Dartmouth  came  again  before  Torbay ; 
and  then  it  was,  that  as  Mr.  Burchet  fays,  he  fhewed 
the  Dutch  a  Fleet,  capable  indeed,  but  little  inclined  to 
hurt  them.  The  Seamen  had  Time  in  this  Space,  to 
confider  what  they  were  doing,  and  fuch  of  the  Officers 
as  were  well  affected  to  the  Prince’s  Defign,  had  an  Op¬ 
portunity  of  v/orking  upon  them,  and  difpofing  Things 
for  his  Service  ?  and  thus  that  Naval  Force,  which  the 
King  had  cultivated  with  fo  great  Care,  and  on  which 
he  depended  fo  much,  proved  of  little  or  no  Ufe,  as  well 
as  his  Army  :  So  difficult  a  Thing  it  is  to  bring  Englijh - 
men  toenflave  England! 

As  to  the  Conduct  of  the  King,  after  the  Arrival  of 
the  Dutch  Fleet,  it  was  fo  unaccountable  in  itfelf,  and 
fo  much  has  been  faid  of  it,  by  other  Writers,  that  it  is 
abfojutely  unneceffary  for  me  to  infill  upon  it*:  I  fhall 

only 
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only  obferve,  that  it  was  very  ftrange  he  paid  fo  little 
Attention  to  the  Fleet,  fince,  if  we  except  the  Care  he 
took  in  fending  away  his  Family,  it  does  not  appear, 
that  he  iffued  any  Orders  relating  thereto  ;  which  will 
feem  {till  the  more  extraordinary,  if  we  confider,  that 
his  Admiral  was  not  only  a  Man  of  Quality,  and  one  on 
whofe  Fidelity  he  could  abfolutely  depend  ;  but  alfo  an 
experienced  Officer,  and  a  Man  extremely  beloved  by 
the  Sailors m.  In  all  Probability,  he  was  deterred  from 
taking  any  Meafures  of  this  Sort,  by  what  happened  at 
the  Docks,  where  the  Workmen  employed  in  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  the  Royal  Navy,  rofe  on  a  fudden,  and  without 
any  other  Arms  than  the  Tools  belonging  to  their 

Trades, 


m  Admiral  Legg,  had  been  created  Lord  Dartmouth  by  King 
Charles  II.  but  he  received  much  greater  Favours  from  King 
James,  in  whofe  Reign,  he  was  Mailer  of  the  Horfe,  Gene¬ 
ral  of  the  Ordnance,  Conilable  of  the  Tower  of  London,  one 
of  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  -  Council,  Colonel  of  the  Royai 
Regiment  of  Fuhleers,  and  Captain  or  an  independant 
Company  of  Foot.  He  was  alfo  High  Steward  of  Dart-' 
mouth,  Kingfton  upon  Thames,  and  Recorder  of  Litchfield. 
In  the  Year  1687,  attending  the  King  in  Iris  Progrefs, 
and  the  City  of  Coventry  prefenting  his  Majefly  with  a 
large  Gold  Cup  and  Cover,  he  immediately  delivered  it  to 
the  Lord  Dartmouth,  telling  him,  there  was  an  Acknowledg¬ 
ment  from  the  City  of  Coventry,  for  his  Father’s  Sufferings 
in  their  To\%n  ;  where,  during  the  Civil  Wars,  he  had  fuffer- 
cd  a  long  Imprifonment.  The  fucceeding  Year,  he  was  made 
Admiral  of  the  Fleet  of  England,  then  let  out  to  intercept  the 
Dutch  Fleet,  bringing  over  the  Prince  of  Orangey  whLh  Em¬ 
ployment  he  accepted  cut  of  Gratitude  to  the  King,  who,  as 
Bifhop  Burnet  writes,  loved  him,  and  in  whole  Service  and 
Confidence  he  had  long  been.  The  Biffiop  alfo  fays,  that  he 
was  indeed  one  of  the  Worthieft  Men  of  his  Court;  but  he 
was  much  againfl  the  Condudof  his  Affairs  ;  yet  he  refolved 
to  flick  to  him  at  all  Hazards*  Collins's  Peerage  of  Engian  a 
vol.  iii.  p»  108. 
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Trades,  drove  out  a  Regiment  of  regular  Troops  quar¬ 
tered  at  Rocbejler,  and  Chatham ,  and  declared  for  the 
Proteftant  Religion,  and  the  Prince  of  range. 

It  is  alfo  not  improbable,  that  the  King  was  d.fcourag- 
ed  from  making  any  Applications  to  the  Seamen,  m 
whom  he  had  formerly  Ihewn  much  Confidence,  by 
the  Revolt  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey ,  where  the  eop  e, 
and  efpecially  the  Sailors  belonging  to  the  Veffels  in 
their  Harbours,  feized  feveral  Popifh  Officers,  who  had 
been  fent  thither  to  difcipline  their  Militia,  and  on  other 
Pretences  *  and  this  upon  the  firft  News  of  the  Invafion 
here.  To  fay  the  Truth,  the  Sea-faring  People  all  over 
the  Nation,  but  particularly  in  Brijlol  and  London ,  de¬ 
clared  unanimoufly  and  vehemently  againft  his  Meafures, 
and  did  all  in  their  Power  to  prevent  the  moil  obnoxious 
of  his  Minifters,  fuch  as  Chancellor  Jefferies  and  Fa¬ 
ther  Petre,  from  making  their  Efcape :  which  can  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  nothing  but  the  juft  Senfe  they  had  of  the 
iniquitous  Meafures  thefe  People  had  purfued  ;  for,  as  to 
themfelves,  they  had  no  particular  Grievances. 

But  what  is  ftill  more  ftrange,  the  King  made  no  ufe 
of  the  French  Power  at  Sea,  though  he  was  in  the  ftridteft 
Alliance  with  that  Court.  A  French  Fleet,  if  fitted  out 
at  that  Juncture,  might  have  made  the  Dutch  more  cau¬ 
tious,  even  while  this  Invafion  was  under  their  Delibe¬ 
ration.  Or,  if  a  French  Squadron  had  joined  his  own 
Navy,  as  in  his  Brother’s  Time,  when  we  were  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  laft'  Dutch  War,  this  muft  have  had  a 
great  Weight.  For  though  in  the  former  Cafe,  thq 
‘French  Squadrons,  as  we  have  fhewn,  never  did  any 

Good ;  yet  now  the  Circumftances  of  'J  hings  being 

altered 
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altered,  and  the  French  King  fo  nearly  concerned  'in 
breaking  a  Confederacy,  which  he  knew  to  be  forming 
againft  him,  and  of  which  this  was  the  firft  apparent 
A<£1,  as  well  as  in  fuccouring  fo  firm  and  fo  ufeful  an 
Ally;  there  is  Reafon  to  believe  his  Officers  and  Seamen 
would  have  aded  heartily  and  harmonioufly.  Befides, 
the  French  Naval  Power  (not  without  our.  King’s 
Affi  fiance)  was  now  quite  another  Thing  than  it  was 
in  the  Dutch  War,  fince  very  lately  they  had  fought 
the  Dutch  upon  equal  Terms  in  the  Mediterranean 
with  Honour,  and  confequently  were  capable  of  fight¬ 
ing  tnem  eliewhere,  as  The  States  very  well  knew, 
and  would  have  been  unwilling  to  run  any  fuch  Hazard, 
But  above  all,  in  fo  delicate  a  Conjuncture,  the  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  large  French  Fleet,  would  have  com¬ 
pelled  his  own  to  fight,  and  in  all  Probability,  would 
have  re-afiured  the  timid,  ahd  put  fufpeded  Captains 
on  exerting  themfelves  to  wipe  out  the  Imputations 
of  their  Enemies.  The  Engaging  the  Dutch  was  what 
he  ought  chiefly  to  have  aimed  at ;  for  an  AClion  mull 
•have  done  him  Service,  by  routing  the  Spirits  of  his 
Sailors,  who  would  then  have  banifhed  all  Diffidence, 
and  confidered  nothing  but  the  Support  of  the  EngUJh 
Reputation.  Thefe  obvious  Advantages  he  milled,  either 
from  a  ftrong  Perfuafion  that  his  own  Force  was 
more  than  fufficient  to  repel!  the  Invaders ;  or,  as  it  is 
commonly  reported,  by  the  Advice  of  the  Earl  of 
Sunderland ,  who  difcouraged  the  having  Recourfe  to 
foreign  Afliflance  from  Arguments  drawn  from  the  King 
and  Nation’s  Safety,  and  fo  the  King,  when  he  wanted 

them 
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them  molt,  tod  neither  a  Fleet  of  his  own,  or  of  his 
Allies,  at  his  Devotion  ;  which  if  he  had,  it  is  not 
improbable  he  might  have  turned  the  Tables  again,  and 

forced  the  Dutch  off  the  Coaft. 

The  Miltakes  committedon  this  Side,  were  heightened 

in  their  Appearance  by  the  great  Caution  and. wife  Ma¬ 
nagement  on  the  other  ,  and  by  the  forefeen,  and,  un~ 
forefeen  Confequences  of  the  whole  Tramadl ion.  The 
Embarkation,  was  made  with  Eafe;  the  PalTage  better 
regulated  by  the  Winds,  than  it  could  have  been  by 
their  Prudence  $  the  Defccnt  in  the  fittelt  Place  in  Eng- 
land:  for  landing  of  Horfe,  fo  as  that  it  was  performed 
without  Difficulty,  as  well  as  without  Danger.  Bifhop 
Burnet ,  therefore,  fays,  truly,  that  thefe;  Lines  from 
Claudian ,  very  happily  applied  to  the  Prince  of  Orange  s 
Expedition. 

O  nimium  dilette  Deo,  cut  mllitat  ather , 

Et  conjurati  veniunt  ad  clajjica  venti . 

Oh  Heaven-protedled  Chief !  whom  Skies  defend. 
And  on  whofe  call,  fubmifiive  Winds  attend. 

In  Holland ,  they  triumphed  on  the  exadt  Execution 
of  the  Plan  laid  down  by  The  States ,  and  the  moft  emi¬ 
nent  News-Writer  they  then  had,  made  this  Obfervati- 
on  on  the  Succefs  of  the  Princes  Enterprise,  in  his  Re- 
fledtions  on  the  Hiftory  of  Europe ,  for  November  1688. 
*4  The  Expence  bellowed  on  the  Fleet  anu  Army,  fet 
44  out  from  Holland ,  is  a  Sign  they  are  morally  allured 
44  of  tl]e  Succefs  of  the  Expedition,  which  I  am  apt  to 

44  think 
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“  think  has  been  a  long  Time  in  Agitation,  though  i{ 
“  was  carried  with  that  Prudence  and  Secrecy,  as  not 

“  to  be  difcovered,  ’till  it  could  be  no  longer  concealed.” 
When  Skill,  Induftry,  and  Zeal  were  vilibly  on  the  Part 
of  the  Prince ;  and  Weaknefs,  Irrefolution,  and  Diffidence 
apparent  in  all  the  King’s  Meafures,  it  was  impoffible 
Things  Ihould  continue  long  in  Difpute,  or  that  his  High¬ 
ness,  who  knew  fo  well  how  to  ufe  the  Advantages  that 
Were  in  his  Hands,  (hould  not  prevail. 

When  Lord  Dartmouth  faw  the  Difpofition  of  his  Offi« 
cers,  and  how  little  it  was  in  his  Power  to  ferve  his  Maf- 
ter,  he  wifely  yielded  to  Neceffity,  and  failing  once  again 
into  the  Downs ,  and  there  holding  a  Council  of  War* 
it  was  refolved,  firft  to  difmifs  from  their  Commands  all 
fuch  Officers  as  were  known  to  be  Papifts,  or  fufpe&cd 
fo  to  be,  and  then  to  fend  up  an  Addrefs  to  his  High - 
nefs,  fetting  forth  their  fteady  Affedlion  to  the  Pro tef- 
tant  Religion,  and  their  fincere  Concern  for  the  Safety, 
Freedom,  and  Honour  of  their  County.  Not  long  after 
this,  the  Ships  were  difperfed,  fome  to  the  Dock-yards, 

to  be  difmantled,  and  laid  up,  others  to  be  cleaned  and 

> 

repaired ;  and  fuch  as  were  in  the  belt  Condition  for  the 
Sea,  were  appointed  for  neceffary  Ufes. 

These  were  all  the  Services  performed  by  the  Englijb 
Navy,  during  the  Reign  of  a  Prince,  who,  while  a 
Subjeft,  had  ferved  and  acquired  a  Reputation  at  Sea;  who 
underftood  Maritime  Affairs  perfectly  well,  and  who 
attended  to  them  with  extraordinary  Diligence.  Rut  it 
ought  to  be  remembered,  that  tho’  this  Fleet  was  ufelefs 
to  him,  yet  it  was  of  the  higheft  Advantage  to  the  Na¬ 
tion.  If  he  had  been  lefs  careful  in  this  Refpedt  5  #  he 

had 
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had  left  the  Navy  in  a  low  Condition ;  nay,  if  he  had 
left  it  as  he  found  it  at  his  Brother’s  Deceafe,  it  would 
have  been  impoffible  for  us  to  have  withftood  the  Na¬ 
val  Power  of  France ,  which  had  been  for  feveral  Years 
growing,  and  about  the  Time  of  the  Revolution,  or  a 
little  before  it  had  attained  its  greateft  Height,  As  it 
was,  the  King  left  behind  him,  as  numerous,  and  in 
every  Refpedt  as  compleat  and  well  furnifhed  a  Navy,  as 
England  had  ever  feen  ;  fo  that,  when  the  French  came 
out  with  fuch  a  Strength  as  amazed  all  the  World,  it 
Unprized  indeed,  but  did  not  fright  us.  We  were  quickly 
in  a  Condition  to  look  them  in  the  Face,  and  the  fubfe- 
quent  Part  of  this  Work,  will  fhew,  that  notwithftanding 
the  mighty  Change  that  had  happened  in  a  fhort  Time 
abroad,  and  the  Pains  almoft  everywhere  taken  to 
create  a  Naval  Force,  yet  we  were  as  able  to  aflert  our 
Sovereignty  in  our  own  Seas,  and  to  maintain  the  Ho- 
nour  of  our  Flag  every  where  elfe,  as  in  any  preceding 
Period. 

I  {hall  conclude  this  Volume  by  exhibiting  to  the 
Reader’s  View,^  an  exadl  Account  of  the  Fleet  and  the 
Condition  in  which  it  was  left  by  King  James ,  in  or¬ 
der  to  prove  what  has  been  before  aliened,  and  to  pre- 
.  pare  him  for  the  Hiftory  of  thofe  Aclions  at  Sea,  which 
followed  in  the  next  Reign. 


Am 
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160 

Dutch  Men  of  War,  one  blown  up,  fix  funk,  or  taken. 

Fairly  beaten. 


1 62 
164 
169 

171 

172 
ib, 

*74 


Dover  CaFle  cannonaded. 

Dutch  defeated  at  Sea. 

*— —  Sue  for  Peace. 

- - At  a  low  Ebb. 

* - Beaten  in  a  bloody  Engagement. 

* — —  Acknowledge  the  Dominion  of  the  Sea  in  the  Englijh. 

1 79 

Danes  included  in  the  Peace  with  the  Dutch .  1  So 

Dey  of  Algiers ,  fatisFes  the  Englijh  Admiral.  1 83 

Defcent  on  Hifpaniola  intended.  1 83 

DiFreffes  of  the  Englijh  in  the  Weft- Indies.  1  89*  I9° 

Dunkirk  taken,  and  put  into  the  Hands  of  the  Englijh.  199 
Dutch  Succours  the  King  of  Denmark  to  the  King  of  Sweden 
by  the  Englijh.  199,  200 

Dutch  taxed  the  tenth  Fifh,  for  Licence  to  Fill.  212 

Difcipline,  Fridt,  an  InFance  of.  217 

Dutch  delay  fettling  Damages  payable  to  the  Englijh ,  and  pre- 


fcribe  Conditions  for  their  trading. 

Get  Cape  CorfeCaJile  into  their  Hands. 
Summoned  by  the  Englijh  to  lurrender  Cape  Vend, 
Refolve  to  fall  on  the  Englijh  in  America. 


Difference  between  an  Englijh  and  Dutch  Admiral. 
Dutch  attack  the  Englijh  Forts  in  the  CoaFs  of  Guinea. 
Attack  Englifh  Ships  at  Barbadoes ,  and  are  repulfed. 


232 

233 
ib. 

236 

236 

237 
ib. 


Dutch 


INDEX. 

D,«i  Tate  tw»t,  Sail » the  Wffi-lndia  of  Ship..  * 

- - Declare  War  againll  England.  3 

Commodore  killed. 

Take  the  Value  of  200,000  Pounds. 

Admiral  blows  up. 

- - -Fleet  defeated.  •  245 

Defigns  of  the  Pnglijh  mifcarry.  ~ ,  8 

Dutch  fit  out  a  ftrong  Fleet.  Bat  is  well 

Denmark,  King  of,  declares  for  the  Dutch.  250.  But  ^ 

Dutch  Admiral  infulted  by  a  Shallop  of  two  Guns.  260 

- —  Populace  enraged. 

Dutch  deceived  by  the  French .  r  a]  ~  and 

Come  with  their  Fleet  as  high  as  Upnore- Cattle,  an 

burn  fome  EnAilh  Ships.  f  .« 

Delian  to  burn  the  Ships  at  Portfimuth,  but  fail.  -74 
At  ack  the  Envlijh  Fleet,  even  at  The  Hope  twice.  eh. 

_  Paid  Cromwell a  Penfion  for  the  Hie  of  PeW  280 

S,°rp»5  0™dltewi.h  B«».  *P“  *f' 

land . 

- - Betrayed  by  2g^ 

D^"u£  ttSfour  fent  to  to  foe  for  Peace.  294 

- - —  Four  to  Prance  on  the  fame  Errand.  95 

_ _  Thefe  Deputies  received  with  great  Haughtmeis, 

"  1  '  v  294,  29; 

Defpair  the  Ground  of  Safety.  ZT 

Defcent  on  'Leland  defigned. 

defign  to  ruin  the  Navigation  of  the  Thames ;  are  pre- 

vented.  r  ,  ’ 

Defcent  on  the  Dutch  Coalt  defigned.  3°3 

Duel,  Sea.  31  Jf  3 

Dey  of  Tripoly  expelled.  ,  0 

Dutch ,  their  Gratitude  for  public  Service.  43  3>  434 

Docks,  Workmen  at,  declare  for  the  Prince  of  Orange ,  and 

drive  a  Regiment.  ^  ^75 

Dartmouth, ,  Lord,  addrefs  the  Prince  of  Onwg*.  477 

E. 

EN  QJJ I  R  Y  into  the  Abufes  of  Naval  Atfairs,  a  Com- 

miflion  of.  .  ,  32 

Expedition  in  Favour  of  D.  Antonio ,  King  of  Portugal .  43 

Expedition,  fruitlefs.  94>  95 

—  Unfortunate,  through  Mifcondutt.  90,  100 

Scandaloufly  managed  by  the  Earl  of  Denbigh.  10  j,  102 

•— *  Fruitlels- 


index. 


Fruitlefs. 


Englijh  aflert  and  maintain  their  Sovereignty  of  the  Sea. 

- —  Protect  the  Sfanijh  Fleets. 

Expedition  again#  the  Scots.  j  j  - 

Engagement,  the  fir#,  between  the  Englijh  and  Dutch!  jri 
Between  the  Dutch  Fleet  commanded  by  de  Ruyter  and 

!54 


1 04 
1 10 
114 
1 18 


the  Englifo  under  Sir  George  Ay f cue. 


Defperate,  between  three  Men  of  War  and  a  Fire-Ship 


Englijh,  and  eleven  Men  of  War,  Dutch . 
Between  the  two  Fleets. 


x55; 


156 

*57 

1 60 

ih, 

in 

i*S 

184,  to  189 


*95 

224 


Englilh  Fleet  beaten. 

Englijh  Nation  infulted  by  the  Dutch  Admiral. 

Engagement  at  Sea. 

Expedition  to  the  Wejl- Indies  ill-provided  for. 

Expedition  to  Hijpaniola. 

Eight,  Pieces  of,  two  Millions  taken  in  one  Prize. 

Errors  of  Cromwell ,  fatal  to  our  Trade.  ^ 

Eajl  India  Company,  Dutch ,  take  upon  them  to  prefcribe  "to 

the  Englifn. 

Engagement,  the  Bril:,  in  the  Dutch  War.  239 

Englijh  defign  again#  the  Dutch ,  Eurky}  and  Eajl-lndia 
Fleets.  246 

Englijh  attack  the  Dutch.  274 

Englijh  infulted  by  a  Dutchman.  276 

Euftace ,  St.  taken  by  the  Englijh .  277 

Expedition  again#  the  Algerines .  v  283 

Englijh  deferted  by  the  French.  290 

Ebb  of  twelve  Hours.  297 

Pdift,  perpetual,  in  Holland,  with,  aboliffied  the  Office  of 
Stadt holder ,  repealed.  g0o 

Engagement,  fmart,  between  an  Englijh  ancj  Dutch  Admiral, 
Ship  to  Ship.  *'  '  ‘ 


F. 

FLEET  fet  out  to  maintain  the  Honour  of  the  Englijh.  9 
Flag,  Englijh ,  the  Right  of,  e#ablifhed,  with  regard  to 
the  Dutch.  10  to  1 3 

- *  Flonour  of,  denied  a  Monarch,  while  in  the  narrow 

Seas.  1  3 

Eifhery,  Brit-i/h ,  prohibited  all  Nations  by  Proclamation.  14 
Fiihermen,  E?iglijh ,  difturbed  by  the  French ,  who  are  obliged 
to  defert-  13 

Factories,  Englijh,  in  the  Spice-Iflands,  feized  by  the  Dutch. 

22 

Fleets  of  New  Spain ,  Roval  and  trading,  de#roycd  or  taken 
by  the  Englijh.  v  53 

Faro 


INDEX. 


F^rctaken.  _  55 

French  borrow  Ships  of  the  Englijh.  ,  9^ 

Fleet,  £%/*/£,  defigned  by  the  French  to  ierve  againft  Rochelle , 

returns  to  the  Downs.  .  91 

~  Of  eighty  Englijh  and  Dutch  Ships  let  out  agamic  Spain, 

94 

make  Reprifals  on  the  Englip.  9 7 

King  of,  refufes  Audience  to  the  F;/§7#  Arabafla- 

dor.  9^ 

Seizes  i2.o  Eng/ip  Ships.  ib. 

Fleet  of  thirty  Sail  equipped  for  the  Relief  of  Rochelle,  ib . 
—  Of  fifty  Sail,  Eng/ift,  appear  in  the  Road  of  Rochelle, 
and  return  to  Plymouth ,  doing  nothing.  ioi,  102 

102 

103 


Trench ,  with  four  Ships  chafe  the  Englip  Fleet. 

Fleet,  a  third,  prepared  for  the  Relief  of  Rochelle. 

Felton  murders  the  Duke  of  Buckingham ,  ib.  Boldly  avows 

ib. 


it. 


108 

109 
ib. 


Fleets,  French  and  Dutch ,  join. 

■ - Of  forty  Sail  fitted  out. 

—  Of  twenty. 

. - Dutch  and  Englijh  united,  and  on  the  Englip  CoafL 

Retire  to  their  owning  hearing  of  the  Englijh.  1 10 

French  and  Dutch  undertake  to  difpute  the  Englip  Sovereignty 
of  the  Sea.  ib. 

■"  Of  fixty  Sail  fent  to  Sea.  1 1 1 

- -  Difturbs  the  Dutch  Fifhing-bufTes.  ib. 

Fleet,  the  King’s  Friends  removed  out  of  it.  I  36 

Flag,  the  Honour  of,  occafions  the  firit  Ad  of  Hoflility  be¬ 
tween  the  Englip  and  Dutch.  '  130 

French ,  a  ftrong  Squadron  of,  attacked,  and  all  taken  or  de- 

156 
ib. 
160 
ib: 
ib. 
170 
172 

*73 
*77 


ftroyed  by  the  Englip. 

Fleet  fitted  out  by  the  Dutch  to  join  de  Ruyter. 

Fight,  very  unequal. 

Fleet,  Englijh ,  beaten. 

. — - —  From  Barladoesy  feveral  taken. 

Fight,  Sea. 

Fleet,  Dutch ,  ninety  Sail  of  Men  of  War  fitted  out. 

Fight,  bloody,  at  Sea. 

Fifhing,  Herring,  of  the  Dutch ,  deftroyed.  „ 

Fights,  Sea,  general,  five,  in  which  the  Englijh  had  complete 
Victories,  during  the  two  Years  War  with  the  Dutch,  ijcy 
French  Scheme.  jgj 

fleets,  two  prepared.  j  g2 

Florence ,  Grand  Duke  of,  required  to  make  the  Fnglifb  Satis 


faftion.  _  1 82,  183 

Fleet  of  30  Ships,  under  the  Command  of  Penn,  with  r  ooo 


Land-Forces,  fail  and  arrive  at  Barbados. 


1 84,  185 
—  Sails 


INDEX. 

— - - Sails  to  Jamaica ,  having  failed  in  the  Attempt  on 

Hifpaniola .  189 

Flota,  Spanijh,  two  funk,  two  branded,  two  taken,  and  two 
efcaped.  195 

Forces  Ent  to  Flanders.  199 

Fleet  fent  to  the  Baitick.  200 

Fab,  folemn,  held  on  hoard  the  Fleet.  211 

Filhery,  Dutch ,  their  convoy  of  twelve  Men  of  War  taken. 

214 

— —  Employs  3000  Ships  yearly. 

Fleet  fent  to  convoy  Quepn  Katherine  to  England 
A  fecond,  fent  with  Forces  to  Tangier. 


Fort  on  the  Guinea  Coaft  taken  from  the  Dutch . 

- - Two  more  taken. 

Fort  Cormantin  taken  by  the  Dutch . 

French  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Dutch  'War. 

The  Pefigns  of  their  Miniftry. 


213 
229 

229 

233 

234 

237 

238 

239 

.Fleet,  Englijb,  of  114  Sail  of  Men  of  War,  28  Fire-Ships 
and  Ketches,  22,000  Men.  240 

Fight  between  the  two  great  Fleets  of  England  and  Hollands 

242 

Fleet,  Dutch ,  defeated.  244 

Falmouth ,  Earl  of,  Favourite  of  the  King,  flain.  245 

Fleet  refitted  with  great  Dilligence,  and  60  Sail  at  Sea.  246 
Fleet,  Turkey,  and  India  Dutch ,  fhelter  in  the  Port  of  herghen . 

247 

. - There  attacked  by  the  Englijb.  '  ih. 

Fleet,  Dutch ,  a  ftrong  one  fitted  out.  248 

JErench  Treachery.  250 

- - —  They  declare  for  the  Dutch.  '  ih. 

French  Method  taken  by  them  to  raife  a  Naval  Power,  ib. 

and  251 

• — — . -  They  talk  in  a  high  Strain.  252 

. — - Rhodomantade.  ih. 

Fi°ht  between  the  Englijb  and  Dutch ;  the  former  greatly  in¬ 
ferior.  ° *  253>  254>  253 

. - Off  the  North-Foreland.  25>9  t0  260 

Fleet  fitted  out  by  the  Dutch ,  chafed  by  the  Englijb ,  ana  re¬ 
turns  liome.  .  #  2  j 

French  fet  out  their  Fleet,  one  of  their  Ships  taken  ;  dare  hard¬ 


ly  quit  their  own  Coafts. 

Fire  of  London- 
French  deceive  the  Dutch. 

Fight  at  the  Hope ,  the  Dutch  rorced  to  retire. 
— —  At  the  Mouth  of  the  River. 

, Fleet,  Dutch ,  hover  on  the  Englijb  Coafh 


ih „ 
268 
270 
274 

2?5 

10. 

Fort 


I  N  D  '  E  X.  . 

Fort,  French ,  taken.  #  ^  277 

Piaht  between  the  Englijh  and  the  united  Fleet  of  France  and 

£ Holland L  27  8 

French  Behaviour  difpleafes  the  Dutch.  ^  278 

French  King’s  Claim  to  the  greater  Part  of  the  Spanijb  Ne¬ 
therlands  openly  avowed.  280 

Friendfhip  between  England  and  Spain  renewed.  281 

Fiaht,  Sea,  between  the  Englijh  and  Algerines.  282 

Frigate,  Englijh ,  fights  feven  Algerine  Men  of  War,  and  for¬ 
ces  them  to  fheer  off.  283 

Factory  at  Gambron  in  Perjia  infults  the  King  of  England. 

284 

French ,  betray  the  Dutch  Confidence.  285 

- - Offer  their  Mediation  to  blind  the  Dutch.  28 6 

Fight,  Sea,  obftinate. — Fleet,  Dutch ,  almoft  ruined.  287 
Fleet,  united,  of  England  and  France ,  their  Strength.  289 

» - Dutch ,  its  Force.  ib. 

- — —united,  nearly  furprized.  ib. 

Fight  at  Solebay.  ib.  290,  291 

French  in  the  bleat  of  the  Fight  defert  the  Englijh .  290,  291 
— • — - — ,  over-run  the  greater  Part  of  Holland.  29 1 

Fight,  Sea,  near  Majalpatnam.  299 

Fight  at  Schoncve It -Sands.  3°3>  3°4 

French ,  their  Behaviour  in  the  Fight  off  SchoneveJt- Sands .  304 
Fight  renewed.  307 

French ,  defpifed  by  the  Dutch.  3 1 2 

Fleet  fent  by  Cromwell  to  the  Baltick ,  a  Lift  of.  385,  386 

• 

G.  » 

A  RRISON  of  Irijh  and  Spaniards  put  to  the  Sword, 
a  great  Part  of.  3  n 

Grotius ,  Hugo,  writes  his  Mare  liberum ;  he  is  anfwered  by 
Selden.  103 

Gold  Chains  fent  by  the  Parliament  to  the  Flag-Officers,  and 
Medals  to  the  Captains.  176 

Gage,  publifhes  an  Account  of  the  Spanijh  Weft-Indies.  181 
Galleons  deftroyed  at  Santa  Cruz,  by  Blake.  197 

Garrifon,  Englijh,  march  into,  and  take  Poffeffion  of  Tangier, 
Guinea',  Englijh  Forts  on  that  Coail  taken  by  the  DutcN  237 
Gallant  Behaviour  of  Sir  John  Harman.  254,  23  3 

Gambron,  Fadory  at,  burn  the  King  of  England  in  Effigie. 

284 

-  Guernfey  and  j erfey  revolt  to  the  Prince  of  Orange.  473 


> 


WE 


Hostilities,  the  hhi  Aa  of,  between  the  Dutch 

and  Englijh,  irQ 


——committed  by  the  French  on  the  Englifh,  on  the  Coaft: 

of  Newfoundland.  j  ^  6 

Humanity  of  the  Englijh  makes  aa  contrary  to  Orders.  176 
Hifpaniola ,  the  Englijh  Deftgn  upon  it.  183 

Herring,  tenth,  exaaed  of  the  Dutch  for  Licence  to  fifti.  212 
Herring-Fifhery,  employs  3000  Ships  yearly  of  the  Dutch.  2 1 3 
Holmes ,  Sir  Robert ,  takes  on  the  Guinea  Coaft  three  Dutch 
Forts  and  Cape  Corfe- Caftle  ;  but  mifcarries  in  his  Attempt 
on  St.  George  del  Mina.  233,  234.  Reduces  a  Dutch  Set¬ 
tlement  in  America.  ib. 

Hamburgh  y  Fleet* Engli/h,  moft  of  them  taken  by  the  Dutch. 


Harman ,  Sir  John,  his  gallant  and  great  Service.  278,  279 
Holland ,  the  entire  Deftruaion  of,  defigned  by  Treaty.  286 
Helena ,  St.  taken  by  the  Dutchi  and  retaken  by  the  Englijh. 


Inhabitants  of  the  Maritime  Towns  quit  their  Dwellings.  97 


Infult  on  the  Englijh  Nation.  too 

Jamaica ,  Defcent  upon  it;  it  is  furrendered  to  the  Englijh - 


<  v 


J 


ST! 


index. 

Infult  on  the  Dutch  Admiral. 

-on  the  Englrjk  Nation. 


Iflands,  Dutch ,  in  the  Weft- Indies  taken 
Infult  on  the  King  of  England  by  the  Dutch, 
Interpofition  of  Providence* 

Jerfeys ,  the,  reftored. 

James  II.  fucceeds  to  the  Throne. 

Character  of. 


ib* 


InftruCtions  for  the  Navv. 

Jerfey  and  Guernfey  revolt  to  the  Prince  of  Orange. 


K. 


INGS,  American,  refign  to  Queen  Elizabeth  their 

«  Sovereignty.  .  4^ 

King,  attempts  to  feize  the  Fleet ;  but  mifcarnes.  1 3° 

Kempthorne,  Captain,  his  gallant  Behaviour.  2  ft'  '> 

Kino-  of  England  burnt  in  Effigie  by  the  Dutch  at  Gambron. 
&  284 

King  Charles  dies. 


L. 


L 


I  C  E  N  C  E  S  granted  Foreigners  to  fifh  on  the  Britijh 


H 

3° 

97 

107 

133 

148 


,,  Coafts. 

Lift  of  Ships  added  to  the  Royal  Navy.. 

Letter  from  the  Council  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral. 

League  between  the  French  and  Dutch. 

Lift  of  additional  Ships  to  the  Royal  Navy. 

Leeward  Iflands  reduced.  . 

Letter  from  the  King  to  Admiral  Montague  read  to  the  Fleet, 

202 

Loan  from  the  City  of  London-  .  238 

Lofs  of  the  Dutch  in  a  Sea-Fight  very  great,  244 

Lofs  of  the  Englijh  in  the  fame. 

Lofs  on  both  Sides,  in  the  Fight  with  the  Dutch  under  the 
Luke  of  Albemarle.  257 >  2 ^  8 

— on  both  Sides.  261 

Lofs  fuftained  by  the  Dutch  of  a  Million,  one  hundred  thou- 
fand  Pounds.  266 

London ,  Fire  of.  Plague  in.  268 

Land-guard  Fort,  attacked  by  the  Dutch.  274 

Letter  from  the  States  General  to  the  King,  Contents  of,  318 
Loftes  fuftained  by  the  Piague,  the  Fire  of  London ,  and  2  Dutch 

1  A  n  Ml*  • 
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INDEX. 


M. 

IN  I S  TRY,  Meafures  taken  by  the,  to  fecure  a  nearp- 
able  SucceiTion. 

Merchants,  Englijh ,  harraffed  by  Barbary  and  Algerine  PyrateJ 

28 

Memoirs  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh.  ^3  to  87 

Mary,  St.  a  Town  burnt  by  the  Engli/h.  ,  g 

Maritime  Towns  deferted  by  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants.  97 
Martins ,  St.  taken  by  the  Englijh .  ICQ 

Management,  fcandalous.  j  02 

Mare  Claufum  written  by  SeJden,  in  anfwer  to  Mare  Liberum 
written  by  Hugo  Grotius.  j  0  - 

Murmurings  on  Account  of  Ship-Money.  l0g 

Maryland  fettled  by  Papids,  and  granted  to  Calverfi  121 
Manfel \  Sir  Robert ,  Memoirs  of.  122  to  126 

Monfon ,  Sir  William ,  Memoirs  o£  1 26  to  1  2  ? 

Methods  purfued  by  the  Parliament  to  poffefs  themfelves  of  the 
Fleet.  133.  Onward,  Maurice ,  Prince,  cad  away.  146 
Medals  fent  to  the  Captains  of  Men  of  War  by  the  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

Magazines  dored.  igi?  ig2 

Mutiny  among  the  Men  in  the  Wejl-lndies .  1  87 

Mifcarriage  at  Hifpaniola  accounted  for,  1 86,  to  189 

Merchants,  Engljjb,  fuffer  by  the  Negleft,  or  want  of  Fore- 
dght  of  Cro?neivell.  193 

Montague ,  Admiral,  commands  the  Englifj  Fleet  in  the  Bal¬ 
tic  k.  200 

- - Correfponds  fecretly  with  the  King.  ib. 

Monk  entruded  with  the  fupreme  Power  in  Maritime  Affairs. 

202 

Montague  recalled  to  the  Command  of  the  Navy.  Receives 
and  reads  publickly  to  the  Fleet  the  King’s  Letter.  Sails  to 
Holla?;d.  Sends  to  the  King.  222 

Memoirs  of  Admiral  Blake.  203  to  206 

Malaga  threatened  to  be  burnt  by  Blake.  216 

Munjler ,  the  Peace  of,  to  the  Advantage  of  the  Englijh  Trade. 

224 

Montague ,  Admiral,  created  Earl  of  Sandwich.  228 

Mufkerry ,  Lord,  flain.  242 

Mifmanagement  of  the  Englifi.  245 

Munjler,  Bifhop  of,  the  foie  Ally  of  the  Englijh ,  in  the  Dutch 
War.  25 1 

Mediation  offered  by  France,  rejedled  by  England.  ib. 

Martin ,  St.  taken  by  the  Englijh.  2  7 7 

Motives  which  induced  the  King  to  a  Peace  with  Holland.  2 So 

Mediation 
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INDEX. 


Mediation  of  the  Englijb  puts  an  End  to  the  War  between  Spain 

and  Portugal.  2%l 

Meafures  taken  again!!  the  Encroachments  of  the  French,  ib. 
Mediation  of  the  Dutch  accepted,  raifes  their  Vanity,  and  oc- 
caftons  their  firiking  prefumptuous  Medals.  285 

Miniftry  of  King  Charles ,  a  Charafter  of.  ib. 

Mediation  offered  by  the  French  to  amufe  the  Dutch.  286 
Maefiricht ,  taken  by  the  French.  ^  3°9 

Mediation  of  Sweden,  occafions  a  Conference  at  Cologne.  318 

Monk ,  Memoirs  of.  332  t0  377 

Montague ,  Earl  of  Sandwich ,  Memoirs  of.  377  to  41 1 


N. 


O  RT  HUM  B  E  R  LA  N  D-Houfc  built  by  Bribes. 


Navigation,  Englijb,  injured  by  the  French.  15 

New  England  planted.  29 

Negotiation  entered  upon  between  the  French  and  Dutch.  106 
Nation,  Englijb ,  uneafy  on  Account  of  the  Ship -Money.  112 
Neutrality  of  the  Englijb,  violated  by  the  Spaniards.  114 
Nevis,  Hand  of,  fettled.  122 

Navy  repaired  and  augmented.  181 

Negledt  of  Cromwell.  1 93 

Nations,  Laws  of,  violated  by  Cromwell.  ib.  Sc  194 

New  Nether  land,  taken  by  Sir  Robert  Holmes,  now  called  New 
York.  "  234 

Nobility,  fome  of  the  Englijb,  killed  in  a  Sea-Fight  with  the 
Dutch  with  one  Ball.  242 

Nation,  Englijb ,  infulted  by  a  Dutchman.  276 

- — — -Averfe  from  the  third  Dutch  War.  288 


Narhorough ,  Sir  John ,  blocks  up  the  Port  of  Tripoli,  and  burns 
feveral  of  their  Ships.  322,  323 


O. 


V  E  R  S  I G  H  T  of  the  Englijb  Commanders.  99 
Orange,  the  Houfe,  excluded  for  ever  from  being  Stadt - 
holders,  by  Treaty  between  the  Englijb  and  Dutch.  179 
Orders  and  Inltrudtions  to  Admiral  Blake,  who  fails  to  the 
St  r  eights.  182 

Officers  of  the  Fleet  receive  the  Thanks  of  the  Parliament  for 
their  gallant  Behaviour.  199 

Orange,  Princefs  ofs  comes  to  and  dies  in  England.  228 

Orders  of 'the  Dutch  IVeJh  India  Company  to  leize  the  Englijb 
Fort  Comantin .  233 
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INDEX. 

Order  from  the  States,  for  making  Reprifals  on  the  Englijh 
furreptitioufly  procured. 

Officers,  Sea,  feveral  knighted. 

Officers  and  Perfons  of  Note  loft  in  the  Solebay  Fight. 

Oranve ,  Prince  of,  made  Stadtholder . 

Officers  on  the  Englijh  and  Dutch  Sides  loft. 

Officers  loft.  ,  -  • 

Orange ,  Prince  of,  his  Fleet.  470,  471.  He  fets  out  to  in¬ 
vade  England ;  meets  with  a  Storm  and  returns;  fails  again; 
paffes  the  Englijh  Fleet  by  the  Advantage  of  a  Fog  ;  Lands. 

47 l,  472 


237 

246 

293 

300 

303 

316 


P. 


PRETENSIONS,  various,  to  the  Crown.  2 

___  Peace  with  Spain.  3 

Proclamation  to  prohibit  all  Nations  fifhing  on  the  Britijb 
Coaft.  14 

Pirates  infeft  the  Scots  and  lrijh  Seas.  13 

Prohibition  of  trading  in  foreign  Bottoms.  27 

Prize,  Spanijb,  a  rich  one.  40 

- - -Many  made.  ib . 

Panama ,  the  Englijh  Defign  upon  it.  44 

Plague  in  the  Suburbs  of  London.  90 

Propofal  of  France.  ib. 

Proteftants,  French ,  Application  to  the  Court  of  England .  9 o 
Puntal  Fort,  taken  by  the  Englijh.  93 

Proclamation  relating  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Maritime 
Towns.  97 

Parliament  called.  101 

* - prorogued  without  granting  any  Supplies.  ib. 

Policy  of  Cardinal  Richlieu.  104,  103,  106,  107 

Proclamation  to  prohibit  Shipwrights,  &c.  to  enter  into  fo¬ 
reign  Service ;  for  aflerting  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Sea,  and 
regulating  the  Manner  of  wearing  Flags  at  Sea.  107 

Plymouth  fee u red  to  the  Parliament,  with  other  Places;  138 
Popham  and  Blake ,  Admirals  for  the  Parliament.  143 

Privateers  from  Scilly ,  do  great  Mifchief  to  Trade.  14b 

Prizes,  feveral  taken  from  the  Dutch.  152 

Proclamation  for  Sailors.  161 

Parliament,  the  long  one,  diflolved  b y  Cromwell.  168 

Policy  of  Monk.  175 

Peace  with  the  Dutch.  *7^ 


Prerogatives  of  the  Envlijh  Nation  given  up  by  Cromwell. 

Prizes,  taken  in  a  two  Years  War  with  the  Dutch ,  amount  to 
near  fix  Millions. 
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Peace  granted  to  Tunis  on  glorious  and  advantagious  Terms  to 
England.  1 84 

Penn,  Admiral,  throws  up  his  Command.  191.  Committed 
to  the  Tower.  ib. 

Peru ,  the  Governor  of,  with  his  Wife  and  Daughter  killed  in 
a  Sea-Fight  with  the  Englijh.  195 

Parliament  appoint  a  publick  Thankfgiving,  and  publifh  a 
Declaration  again!!  Spain.  195,  196 

Power,  Supreme,  in  Maritime  Affairs  veiled  in  Monk.  202 
Prieft,  delivered  up  to  the  Englijh  Admiral.  216 

Peace  of  Munjier ,  difadvantageous  to  the  Englijh  Trade.  224 
Peterborough ,  Earl  of,  takes  Poffeffion  of  Tangier.  229 

Peace  broken  by  the  Algerines ,  and  other  States  of  Barbary . 

230 

* - —renewed  by  them.  231 

- and  again  broken  by  the  Algerines.  ib . 

Parliament  reprefent  to  the  King  the  Damages  done  the  Eng¬ 
lijh  by  the  Dutch 
Policy,  infamous  of  the  French . 

Peace,  two  Millions  demanded  to  give  it  to  Holland . 

Policy,  treacherous  of  the  French.  232 

Plague  in  London. 

Ports,  Englijh ,  founded  by  the  Dutch. 

Peace  with  the  Dutch  figned  at  Breda. 

Prizes,  Dutch ,  a  Number  taken. 

- - French ,  feveral  taken. 

Peace,  three  Treaties  of,  figned. 

Poleron  yielded  to  the  Dutch ,  formerly  to  Cromwell. 

Peace  between  England  and  Spain — between  Spain  and  Per- 

2  ol 

ib . 

284 

284 

285 

287 

288 
292 
294 
297 
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251 
233 
268 

ib. 

276 

277 
279 
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tugal 

Portugal  acknowledged  an  independant  Kingdom. 
Prizes,  Algerine  taken,  three. 

Peace  with  the  Algerines. 

Projedl  of  the  Dutch  betrayed  by  the  French . 

Peace  fued  for  by  the  Dutch. 

Proclamation  of  War. 

Populace,  Dutch ,  enraged. 

Peace  fued  for  by  the  Dutch . 

Providence,  a  great. 

Parliament,  the.  Temper  of.  301.  Defires  the  Kin 
into  a  Treaty. 

Peace  between  England  and  Holland ,  Artic’es  of. 

- — —with  Tripoli. 

- - — broken  indancly  by  the  Tripolines . 

* — —renewed. 
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323 
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Peace  with  Holland. 

Policy  of  the  Dutch ,  worthy  of  Imitation. 
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aUEEN,  her  French  Servants  difmiffed.  98.  Chafed 
into  Burlington-Bay  and  fired  upon  when  landed  by 
V  ice- Admiral  Batten,  in  the  Parliament  Service.  137 

Queen  Katherine  arrives  in  England.  2.29 

- - -Mother's  Letter  to  the  King  of  fatal  Confequence.  270 

Quarrels  picked  with  the  Dutch.  286 

Queen  of  Spain  occafional  Arbitratrix  between  England  and 

Holland.  _  3 2 1 

R. 

REASONS  againft  a  Peace  with  Spain,  and  the  An- 

fwers.  7*  ^ 

Ralegh,  Sir  Walter,  releafed  from  the  Foster  ',  commiflioned 
for  America.  16.  He  proje&ed  fettling  in  Guiana.  17. 
His  Defigns  made  known  to  the  Spaniards ;  the  Consequence. 
ih.  Memoirs  of.  3  3  t0  8 7 

Rio  de  la  Hacha  burnt  by  the  Englijh.  4* 

Roc  he  llers  Reprefentation  to  the  Englijh  Court. 

Round  Rohin  figned  by  the  Englijh  Sailors.  .  9l 

Rochell  befieged — •  the  Rochellers  apply  to  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land.  in  °S 

Rochellers  declare  for  the  Englijh. 

Retreat,  bloody  and  fhameful. 

Rochellers  deceived  in  their  Hopes. 

Rochelle  furrenders. 

Rich  lieu.  Cardinal,  his  Policy.  ,  .  ,  r 

Rupert,  Prince,  commands  the  Fleet  which  had  deferted  the 

Parliament,  and  takes ‘feveral  Prizes.  M-3, 

.  -He  is  blocked  up  in  the  Port  of  Kinjale  by  the  Ships 

the  Parliament.  144.  Forces  his  ^  th-r°ufh-  4  cT® 
is  driven  on  the  Spanijh  Coaft,  and  .11  ufed.by  the  Spa¬ 
niards  14c.  Goes  t0  Lifion,  forced  thence;  pui fired  by 
Blake,  fails  to  Cartbagena  ;  efcapes  to  Matago  >  his  Squa¬ 
dron  ruined  by  Blake,  ib.  Efcapes  through  Spam.  _  14;. 
nuts  to  Sea  again,  cruizes  on  the  Genoeje,  Spamatds  and 
EnvLilh ;  makes  fever?.!  rich  Prizes;  fails  to  tne  Weft -Indies 

returns  ;  fells  his  Ships.  !45>  1 

Rupture  with  France  continue^.  . 

Royal  Family,  Englijh,  deferted  by  tne  French. 

Rumour  for  Amufement  ipread.  _  , 

Riling  in  Favour  of  the  King  by  Sir  George  Foot::. 
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Reputation  of  the  Englijh  Nation  due  to  the  Gallantry  of  our 
Seamen.  e  202,  203 

Refpeft,  particular,  (hewn  the  Englifh  Admiral. .  215 

Remarks  on  the  State  of  Trade  and  the  Plantations.  224- 
Revenue  in  Cromwell's  Time  one  Million,  three  hundred  thou* 

fand  Pounds.  22S 

Reprifals  ordered  by  the  Dutch  on  the  Englijh .  236 

Reprifals  made.  237 

Reprefentation  of  Parliament  to  the  King.  238 

Revolution  threatened  in  Holland  on  the  Lofs  of  the  Republic, 
in  their  Engagement  with  the  Englijh  Fleet,  under  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  the  Duke  of  York.  245 

Ruyter ,  de,  promoted  to  the  chief  Command  of  the  Dutch 
Fleet.  247 

Refolution  of  Charles  II.  *  25 1 

Rhodomontade  of  a  French  Captain.  252 

Rumour,  falfe,  fpread  by  the  French.  ih . 

Rupert ,  Prince,  his  Skill  and  Refolution.  303.  Will  abfo- 
lutely  fight  the  Dutch,  ih.  &  304.  In  eminent  Danger. 

312 

Rupert,  Prince,  Memoirs  of.  412  to  422 

S. 
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P  A  N  IS  H  Trade  monopolized.  9 

Sovereignty  of  the  Englijh  Fifliery  afierted.  14 

Spice  Trade  engrofted  by  the  Dutch.  24 

Ships,  foreign,  employed  by  the  Englijh  Merchants.  28 

•  - -of  Burthen  built  by  the  Englijh  Merchants.  28 

- added  to  the  Royal  Navy,  a  Lift  of.  30 

—of  64  Guns,  the  biggeft  that  ever  was  till  then  built  in 

England. 

- *of  1200  Tons  for  the  Eajl-Indies. 

Spaniards  raifed  and  fortified  a  Caftle  in  Ireland.  36 

Siege  of  Caftle  delore.  37 

Ship,  Portuguese,  taken  the  moll  valuable  Prize  in  the  whole 
War-  44,  45 

—  - Seven  Englijh  attacked,  and  defeat  71  Spanijh.  54 

- - Englijh ,  delivered  to  the  French  by  the  Management  of 

the  Duke  of  Buckingham. 

-  - - French ,  arrefted  and  releafed.  96,  97 

•  - -Squadron,  fent  to  the  Afliftance  of  the  King  of  Den¬ 

mark.  qy 

Sea- Ports,  required  or  rather  compelled  to  furnifh  Ships,  ib. 
Ships,  120  feized  by  the  French. 

Siege  of  Rochelle  undertaken.  ^ 
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Rbee,  a  Defcent  upon  the  Ifland  of. 

Seamen  damour  at  Whitehall  for  want  of  Pay. 

Ship?,  four  French,  chafe  the  Englijh  Fleet. 

Sovereignty  of  the  Englijh  over  the  Sea,  attacked  by  Hugo 
Grctius ,  fupported  by  Selden.  t"  105 

Ship-Money.  109 

Sea -Ports  ordered  by  Writ  to  find  Ships  or  Ship-Money.  109 
Ship-Money  became  a  National  Tax.  110.  The  Amount 
of  fuch  Tax.  *1 1 1.  Dropped.  112 

Spaniards  ft  out  67  Sail  for  the  Relief  of  Flanders.  113 

*  - -attacked  by  the  Dutch  under  Van  Fro??ip.  \  1  3 

•  - outwit  the  Dutch.  1 14.  Are  prote&ed  by  the  Eng¬ 

lijh  Elect.  '  ib . 

- - -violate  the  Neutrality  of  the  King  of  England.  114 

— — —are  entirely  defeated.  1 15 

Ships  added  to  the  Royal  Navy  by  King  Charles  X.  133 
Ships  and  Sailors  who  had  deferted  the  Parliament,  defert  a- 
gain  the  Prince  of  Wales.  142 

Squadron  of  Prince  Rupert 3  blocked  up  by  the  Parliament’s 
Ships.  144 

- - Ruined  by  Blake .  145 

Sc  illy,  the  Ifland  of,  intended  to  be  purchafed  by  the  Dutch. 

H7 

— — - — -thofe  Xflands  reduced  to  the  Obedience  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment.  lb. 

Ships,  14  Dutch ,  taken  at  Barbadoes.  14^ 

— - • Englijh ,  15  beat  40  Sail  of  Dutch.  15 1 

Squadron,  a  ftrong  one,  of  French  Ships  attacked,  taken,  or 
deftroyed  by  the  Englijh.  156 

Spaniards  take  Dunkirk,  on  the  Englijh  taking  and  deftroying 
the  Squadron  fent  to  its  Relief.  15^ 

Ships  of  War,  Dutch,  three  funk,  the  Rear-Admiral  taken, 
and  one  blown  up.  .  157 

- — , — . Englijh ,  two  taken,  one  run  afhore.  1 60 

. —Dutch,  two  Admirals  difabled,  one  Man  of  vV  ar  blown 

ib 

up.  w- 

Soldiers,  their  Pay  raifed.  1 61 

Sea-Fight,  a  defperate  one  for  three  Days.  lb. 

Ships,  Merchant-Men,  14  or  16  taken.  162,  163,  164 
Ships  of  War  taken  two,  of  Merchants  feveral.  Ships  of  War 
in  this  Fight  the  Dutch  loll  in  the  whole  eleven.  ib. 

Ship  of  War,  Englijh,  one  loft.  ib- 

Squadron .  in  the  Streights  of  Englijh  beaten.  163 

(Ship,  Englijh,  of  44  Guns  blown  up.  166.  One  burnt, 
three  taken.  1  ^7 

Ship  of  42  Guns  funk,  Dutch ,  one  blown  up.  x7° 

Ship 
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Ships,  Dutch,  fix  funk,  blown  up  two,  taking  eleven,  count 
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ing  thofe  above  in  the  IN  umbei. 

. — — .  Dutchmen  of  War,  26  funk  or  taiven. 

- — — Englijh ,  two -only  loft. 

•of  War  Dutch,  12  wrecked. 


*7* 

ib- 


l77 

179 

181 


Stipulations  with  the  Dutch. 

Ships,  French,  taken  by  Blake,  reftored  by  Cromwell. 

Spani/h  Weft -Indies,  the  Conquell;  of,  hinted  to  Cromwell  zb 
Satisfadlion  for  Injuries  done  the  Englijh,  aemanded  of  feveral 

Powers  in  the  Streights.  I°2'’  1  3 

Sentence  palled  on  a  general  Officer  for  Cowardice  190 

Spaniards  feize  the  EfFe&s  of  the  Fngljjb,  and  declare  War. 

Squadron  of  Ships  fent  to  join  Blake  in  the  Streights.  194 
Stayner,  Rear-Admiral,  falls  in  with  the  Spani/h  biota.  195 
Spaniards  entirely  driven  out  of  Jamaica .  196 

Succours  deilgnea  the  King  of  Sweden.  ^  ^  *  99 

Ship  of  War,  French,  'forty- four  Guns,  taken  by  tne  s^nguflb, 
1  208,  209 

Twelve  Dutch  taken.  212 


Sailors,  Engl/h,  infult  a  Proceffion,  with  the  Hoik  Chaihzed 
by  the  People  ;  the  Confequence.  21  / 

Spaniards  Loffies,  a  Lofs  to  the  Englijh.  <  yy 

Ships,  Dutch,  hired  by  the  Spaniards ,  for  their  Trade  to  tne 

r  /•  2. 2-0 

Indies. 

Spaniards  defign  to  fecure  the  Perfon  cf  King  Charles,  zp 

_ _ They  fall  out  with  the  Dutch,  and  iorbid  their  bmpt 

of  War  to  enter  Spani/h  Ports.  S32 

Ships,  three  Dutch  taken  on  the  Coafl  of  Guinea .  2a4 

_ _ .  Englifb ,  twenty  Sail  taken  in  the  eft-indies ,  by  the 

Dutch.  '  ^37 

_ - «Four£W^  taken,  or  funk  in  the  Streights.  One 

hundred  and  thirty  of  the  Bourdeaux  Fleet  taken.  239 

_ _ Seized  and  releafed  on,  both  Englijh  and  Dutch  Side. 

140 


Storm  obliges  the  Englijh  Fleet  to  quit  the  Dutch  Coaft.  2.40 
—  Th f Dutch  take  Advantage  of  it.  tb. 


JL  J.  ^  ^  ■  - - - 

Ships,  Four  Dutch  of  Force,  burnt  by  one  Fire-Ship.  24j 
. — Three  more  burnt ;  and  the  Orange,  of  feventy-two 

Guns.  2/7  * 

- - Six  Dutch  taken.  25° 

, - Several  taken  by  their  Miftake.  .  *&• 

• - -  Second  Pvate,  Englijh ,  taken  by  the  Dutch  ;  a  third 

Rate  taken.  •  ^  ~  254 

_ _ _  Of  War,  Englifto ,  fights  through  the  Dutch  Squadron^ 
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is  grapted  by  two  Fire-Ships,  attempted  by  a  third  yet 

hi?  ^  * 


gets  ofF. 

Ship,  Englifif  the  Royal  Prince ,  taken. 
Of  fifty  Guns,  burnt. 
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256 

259 

265 

267 
26,8 


275 

2  77 
ib. 

ib . 


Sc  belling  and  £///'<?  attacked. 

Spies,  French ,  hanged. 

Sweden,  King  of.  offers  his  Mediation. 

&"/<  attacked  by  the  Dutch,  and  the  Fort  taken  ;  four 
tnglifi  Men  of  War  burnt  ;  the  Hull  of  the  Royal  Oak 

,  camed  off-  272,  273 

Strength  of  the  Rngljb  Coaft  examined  by  the  Dutch. 

Surinam  reduced  by  the  Dutch . 

Salim  taken  by  the  Englijh. 

Ships,  two  Dutch  burnt. 

- - Four  Englijh ,  {bartered  by  a  Storm,  two  of  them  ta¬ 
ken  by  N  the  Dutch,  .  -jfrm 

Ships,  French,  feven  or  eight  burnt,  the  reft  of  the  Fleet, 
except  two,  funk.  278 

Surnbnan  taken  from,  and  by  the  Treaty  reftored  to  the  Dutch. 

279 

Spain,  a  Treaty  with.  281 

Squadron  fent  into  the  Streights.  282 

Slaves,  Englijh  and  Dutch  exchanged.’  ih. 

Ships,  fix  Algerine,  burnt.  ‘  ih. 

Spragge,  Sir  Edward,  is  fent  againft  the  Algerines.  283 

Ships,  Algerine,  burnt  and  deftroyed.  284 

Smyrna  Fleet  attacked  by  the  Englijh.  28 6 

Ships  detained  on  either  Englijh  or  Dutch  Side  releafed.  288 
Supplies  for  the  third  Dutch  War,  difficult  to  obtain  from  the 
Parliament.  ih. 

Squadron,  ftrong  of,  French,  join  the  Englijh.  ih. 

Solebay  Fight.  289,  290,  291 


Sandwich ,  Earl  of,  drowned. 

Sta-ueren ,  a  large  Ship  of  War,  Dutch  taken. 

- -  Ships,  Dutch ,  four  loft  in  the  Solebay  fight. 

— - -  Two  French  loft. 


ib 


290 

292 

193 

ib. 

298 


Slaves  of  the  Dutch,  500  taken. 

Ship,  Eajl- India  Dutch,  with  their  Vice  and  Rear-Admiral,  by 
Miftake  the  firft,  by  Stratagem  the  two  latter. 

Scituation  of  Affairs  in  England.  301 

Ships,  French ,  loft. 

Ships,  Eajl  India  Dutch ,  taken. 

Spragge ,  Sir  Edward,  drowned. 

States-General,  their  Letter  to  the  King. 

States- General  in  their  Treaty  admit  for  the  firft  Time  the 
Rtfpedt  due  to  the  Englijh  Flag.  321 

Spain 
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Spain,  Queen  of,  to  arbitrate  any  Difpute  between  the  Eng- 

lijh  and  Dutch.  *  * 

_ -Ambaflador  of,  negotiates  a  Peace  between  England 

and  Holland.  3  1 9 

Ships  of  Tripoli,  feveral  burnt.  323 

State  of  the  Britijh  Navy.  .  32°  t0  329 

States- General  puts  Cromwell  upon  afluming  Sovereign  Do- 

minion.  .  344 

Ship,  Antelope ,  belonging  to  Prince  Rupert ,  burnt  in  a  Neutral 

Port,  by  Captain  Young.  4*3 


TREATIES  with  Spain,  two,  one  of  Trade.  6 
—  Two  concluded  with  the  Dutch.  14 

. — .  Of  marriage  with  Spain ,  ineffectual.  £4 

Thomas,  St.  Town  of,  taken  by  the  Englijh.  79 

Tribute  for  the  Herring' Filhery,  willingly  agreed  to  by  the 

Dutch.  1  lJ} 

Tnmp ,  drives  the  Fleet  to  fnelter  under  the  Englijh 


Coafts, 


Gains  a  great  Victory. 


113 


115 


Trade  greatly  encreafed. 

Tramp,  Van ,  Admiral,  j unifies  his  ConduCt,  and  lays 

down  his  Commifiion.  1 53 

Fleet,  Dutch ,  beaten,  and  chafed  to  their  own  Coafts.  157 
Tromp ,  FW,  re-commiffioned.  *5^ 

- - Sails  with  a  Broom  at  his  Topmaft  Head.  I 60 

Tromp ,  killed.  I74 

^Tunis  attacked  by  R/^,  nine  of  their  Ships  burnt.  183 

_ _ — -  People  of,  fue  for  Peace.  184 

Troops  difappointed  in  their  Expectations.  186 

* - Upon  the  Point  of  Mutiny.  ihm 

Thankfgiving,  public,  ordered  by  Parliament.  193 

► - -  A  fecond  appointed.  199 

Tenth  Herring  exaCted  of  the  Dutch ,  for  Fifhing.  212 

Tangier  ceded  to  the  Englijh.  229 

— - Garrifoned  by  us.  ib. 

Treaty  of  Holland  fecures  the  RefpeCt  due  to  the  Englijh  Flag. 

232 


Tumults  in  Holland. 


24S 


Turkey  and  India  Fleet,  Dutch ,  take  Shelter  in  the  Port  of 
Berghen  in  Norway .  247 

Treachery  of  the  French.  2-0 

Treaty  of  commerce  beneficial  to  the  Nation,  concluded.  251 
At  Breda .  26  S 

Thames * 
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Thames,  Mouth  of,  infulted  by  a  Butch  Fleet.  273, 
Tobago  Ifland,  taken  by  the  Englijh . 

*  - —  Recovered  by  the  Dutch. 

Treaties  of  Peace,  three  diftintt. 

Terms  of  the  Peace. 

Tredty,  iecret,  for  the  entire  Subverfion,  of  the  Republick 

of  Ho  Hand.  286 

Treachery  of  the  French.  ib. 

Tobago  taken.  298 

Terms  offered  by  the  Dutch. 

- -  Propoied  to  the  Parliament  by  the  King.  ib. 

Treaty  figned.  ib. 

Trade,  Eaft-lndia,  fettled  with  the  Butch.  321 

Tripoli ,  Corfairs  of,  commit  great  Outrages  on  the  Englijh 
Trade.  222 

*  - The  Harbour  of,  blocked  up,  and  five  of  their  Ships 

burnt  by  Sir  John  Narborough .  ib. 

Tripolines  fue for  Peace.  323 

- Their  Town  canonaded  ;  their  Magazine  of  Timber 

burnt  ;  they  conclude  a  Peace  on  the  Terms  of  the 
Englijh.  ib. 

Tangier ,  Fortrefs  of,  demolished.  324,  325,  326 

Trade,  ballance  of,  in  Favour  of  the  Englijh .  332 


U. 


VI R  G  INI  A  planted.  29 

—  Firft  pofleffed,  when.  39 

Victory  of  the  Butch  over  the  Spaniards,  1 15,  116 

Virginia  taken  into  the  King’s  Hands.  1 20 

• - The  Governor  of,  feized,  and  fent  Home  Prifoner  by 

the  Colony,  ib.  and  lent  back.  121 

— — —  The  Colony  of,  reduced  to  Obedience  of  the  Parlia¬ 


ment.  148 

Victory  at  Sea,  over  the  Butch .  151,  157 

*  - —  Over  the  Englijh ,  160 

Vanity  of  the  Butch  Admiral  Van  Tromp.  ib. 

Victory  over  the  Dutch.  164 

Victory,  complete,  over  the  Butch  at  Sea.  171 

Venables ,  General  in  the  W ejl- Indies >  badly  provided.  183 
Volunteers  from  all  the  Plantations,  flock  to  Barbados:*  1  86 
Venables  religns  his  Command.  191 

— ■ — - — *  Committed  to  the  Tower.  ib. 

— ~ — - -  His  Conduct  too  harfhly  cenfured.  192 

Victory,  fgnal  over  the  Butch  grand  Fleet.  ^44* 

•  - Comolete  over  the  Dutch.  261 

*  '  Ulie 
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ulie  and  Schilling  attacked. 

Vanity  of  a  Dutchman. 

Virginia,  Coafts  of,  harraffed  by  the  Dutch. 

Viftory  over  the  Dutch,  at  Sea,  joined  with  the  French. 

- - —Over  the  Algerines . 

Vanity  of  the  Dutch. 

Vi&ory  claimed  by  both  Dutch  and  Enghfl. 

»  - A  fecond  Time. 

—  - —  A  third  Time. 

Violaters  of  Peace  at  Tripoli,  given  up* 

W. 

A  R  defigned  againft  Spain . 

—  With  Spain. 

War  with  France  ceafes. 

Writs  for  the  levying  Ship-Money. 

» — - Sent  out  a  fecond  Time.  .  ,  r  •  t>  - 

Wales ,  Prince  of,  goes  on  board  the  Fleet  with  his  Pro  the 

Duke  of  York.  I4° 

—  - —  Takes  many  Prizes.  I4°>  IfI 

- - —  Sails  to  Holland 

Warwick ,  Earl  of,  removed  from  his  Command  as  Admira  , 
by  the  Parliament. 

War  with  Holland.  1 4 

Weft- Indies,  Spanijh,  propofed  to  Cromwell,  as  an  eafy  Con- 

queft.  '  p  l8' 

War  declared  againft  England  by  Spam.  l9i 

War,  Declaration  of,  iffued  by  the  Parliament  againft  Spam. 

’  190 

War  with  Holland.  _ 

War  between  England  and  Holland  declared.  235 

Wit  de,  goes  on  board  the  Dutch  Fleet.  248 

- - He  gains  great  Reputation. 

—  He  pafles  the  Englijh  Fleet,  and  protects  the  Dutch 

Turkey and  India  Fleet.  249 

Wit  de,  a  Chara&er  of  him.  267,  2G8 

.  — >  His  extreme  Vanity.  _  2 7^ 

Willoughby ,  Lord,  loft  in  a  Hurricane*  ~77 

War,  the  Third,  Dutch.  2H 

Wit  de,  galled  by  the  French , 

War  begun  without  Declaration.  tb- 

* - —Proclaimed.  #  2^ 

War  between  England  and  Holland ,  inftru&s  the  French 
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Wit  de ,  barbaroufly  murdered  by  the  Dutch  Populace. 
W  ar,  Council  of,  in  Prefence  of  the  King  and  Duke, 

y. 

YORK,  Duke  of,  commands  the  Evglifb  Fleet 
■ —  A  fecond  Time. 

—  ■  ■  In  eminent  Danger. 


Z. 

ELAND ,  a  Defcent  on,  intended. 


finis. 


